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Revealed: Labour ‘dirty tricks 
to undermine the Lib Dems 


By Andrew grice 
P olitical Editor 

THE LABOUR Party H«r se- 
cretly set up a special "dirty 
tricks” unit to combat the Lib- 
eral Democrats, despite the 
agreement signed by Tony 
Blair and Paddy Ashdown for 
closer co-operation between 
the two parties. 

The Labour move, revealed 
in an internal document leaked 
to The Independent, triggered 
Liberal Democrat accusations 
last nigjt of “hypocri^ 1 ™ by Mr 
Blair, who pledged to end the 
"destructive tribalism" of 
British politics when be an- 
nounced his new deal with Mr 
Ashdown this week. 

On Tuesday as the two lead- 
ers finalised their joint state- 
ment an^morandum was sent 
out by Labour’s Mfilbank head- 
quarters in London. Announc- 
ing the "new project”, it urged 
party officials throughout the 
country to monitor the liberal 
Democrats’ activities so Labour 
could “nail their lies and 
hypocrisy wherever they occur”. 

Amid fears of heavy Labour 
losses in next May’s local elec- 
tions. Labour HQ asked local of- 
ficials to collate any liberal 
Democrat propaganda, press 
coverage or "indite informa- 
tion'’. The memo said ft would 
be stared on the controversial 
Excafibur computer database. . 

The secret labour operation 
has heightened fears among 
liberal Democrat activists that 
Mr Blair is determined to 
neuter their party despite his 
calls for an anti-Ttey affiance “to 
ensure the ascendancy of pro- 
gressive politics”. 

The disctosure also fuelled a 
grassroots rebellion against 
Mr Ashdown, who is already 
underfire for not consulting the 
party about his deal with the 
Prime Minister to widen the 



LMtaSfU’tfrr 

HaMiiftlwtat 
8 w * i i* ■ n f i iy pw il 


tbs 

10 Nflueobtr 199ft 
BevCoStatffe 






The leaked document which lias triggered accusations of hypocrisy against Tbny Blair and could ftirther undermine Paddy Ashdown’s efforts to secure backing tor his agreement with Labour 


remit of the cabinetoonunittee 
on which -senior liberal De- 
mocratsifiscuss constitutional 
reform:- 

The liberal Democrat letter 
will fece strong criti ci s m an 
Monday when he appeals to the 
party’s nifing federal executive 
to back his agreement with 
Labour Some activists are so fu- 
rious that they plan to demand 
a special partyccKjferezKe in &e 
hope it will scupper the deaL 


Bnehfl humiliatin g ripfeat lhf-his 
strafi^y could posuadelVfr Ash- 
down to resign as party leader 

Norman Baker, the liberal 
Democrat MP for Lewes, said 
the timing of the Labour oper- 
ation against his party was ca- 
rious. "It does seem at odds 
with the Prime Minister’s pro- 
fessed views.” 

Peter Moore, liberal De- 
mocrat leader on Sheffield CSy 
Council, which the parly hopes 


to gain from Labour .in May, 
said £ Dn the one band, Mr Blair 
talks about getting rid of tribal 
politics. At the same time, his 
organisation is sharpening its 
war axes and arrows. What is 
more tribal than that?” 

Labour sources denied the 
move was at odds with the Blair- 
A&hdown pact One official said 
“This is about stopping the Lib 
Dems saying one thm g in one 
part of the country and another 


thing somewhere else. AEwe are 
doing is collating information." 

Labour was mo<± more pos- 
itive about the deal, while anx- 
ious Liberal Democrat leaders 
sought to reassure their dissi- 
dents hypjuyfog down its scope. 

Mr Blair said be was setting 
"no limits" to the closer ifains 
with the liberal Democrats. “I 
have always believed that 
where politicians can agree, it 
is sensible for them to work to- 


gethec I am not a triba&st in pol- 
itics.” But he made dear the 
Liberal Democrats would not 
be able to push the Government 
into early entry into the single 
European currency. 

In the Commons, left-wing 
Labour MPs expressed their 
doubts about the new deaL 
Tony Benn said the voters had 
elected a Labour government, 
not a Lib-Lab one. “The rela- 
tions between two political par- 


ties in this House are not a pri- 
vatematter between two leaders, 
but concern the relationship be- 
tween the legislature and the ex- 
ecutive.” Dennis Skinner 
attacked “tin-pot arrangements 
with these ragtag and bobtails”. 
And he added “They are total- 
ly unreliable. As soon as we get 
rid of this barmy idea the better" 
Jack Cunningham, Mr 
Blair's cabinet “enforcer", and 
Alan Beith, the Liberal Demo- 


crat deputy leader; held their 
first meeting to review the 
workings of the joint cabinet 
committee yesterday. Dr Cun- 
ningham said: u We hope to 
identify issues to broaden the 
agenda of discussion and look 
at ways we can work together 
in the interests of the country 
We agreed to consider how we 
might strength the process.” 

Steve Richards, 
Review; page 3 


Britons flown out Scientists create a 
of Iraq war zone cow-human hybrid 



the FOREIGN Office warned 
all British nationals to leave 
Iraq immediately amid s igns 
yesterday that a countdown to 
military action had begun. 

ft rftieh tourists in vulnerable 
Middle Eastern countries 
began streaming home and 
England's participation to an 
under-18 football tournament in 
Israel was cancelled. Hundreds 
of holidaymakers in Israel were 

i ■ _n niotil and 
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tour operators were cancelling 
flights to the region. 

The football cancellation 
came after the Football Asso- 
ciation asked the European 
federation, Uefa, to postpone 
next week’s event involving 
Spain, Andorra and Israel. 

The United States and 
Britain continued to muster 
fwces for a possible attack yes- 
terday as the Cabinet gave for- 
mal approval for a massive 


With Saddam Hussein re- 
maining defiant, there was a 
mood of resignation in Dous- 
ing Street that the diplomatic 

track had failed. The Secretary 

of State for Defence, George 


By Colev brown 
in London 

AND ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Washington 

Robertson, spoke of the f ^sad in- 
evitability" of the use of force. 

Washington warned that at- 
tacks on Iraq would not be pin- 
prick strikes. “They will be 
significant should they be car- 
ried out,” William Cohen, the 
US Defense Secretary said. In 
Iraq, the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ten Tariq Azk, said he saw “no 
light at the end of the tunnel”. 

Mr Robertson briefed the 
Cabinet before ministers ap- 
proved tiie use of the 12 RAF 
Tornado bombers in support of 
US air attacks, winch will be led 
by Cruise missiles, if the Iraqi 
leader (tees not back down. 

Tony Blair was engaged in 
diplomatic efforts to maintain 
unify in Europe. “The next step 
is action if Saddam is not pre- 
pared to come back into com- 
pliance with his word," he said. 

Mr Robertson said: “There 

is no timescale (tfwbatwll hap- 
pen to Saddam but a very clear 

message has to go out” 


Dissent came from Tam Da- 
lyell, a Labour backbench MR 
who warned that the bombing 
might resemble the Second 
World War blitz on Dresden. 

Downing Street issued a 


es by President Saddam, in- 


nerve gas were found on war- 
heads. “HC wifi never give up his 
weapons of mass destruction, 
unless forced to do so,” it said. 

The US dispatched B-52 
bombers and F-117 Stealth flght- 
ers to the region, sendi n g a 


on the British island of Diego 
Garda in the Indian Ocean. 

Crucial support came from 
right Arab states. “Hie Iraqi 
government wifi be solely re- 
sponsible for all repercussions 
resulting from its derision to 
block Unseam,” said Egypt, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar; and the 
United Arab Emirates at a 
meeting in Doha. Qatar 
Speaker attacked, page 8 
Annan sidelined, page 15 
Leading article. 
Review; page 3 


SCIENTISTS have fused the 
nucleus of a human cell with an 
egg cell taken from a cow to 
create the world’s first embry- 
onic clone of an athilt man 

The human-cow hybrid did 
not survive beyond a few days 
but it developed to the stage of 
a 32-cell embryo in an 
experiment that has far- 
reaching ethical implications. 

An American biotechnology 
company Advanced Cell Tech- 
nology (ACT), based in Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts, yesterday 
stunned the scientific commu- 
nity by announcing in a press 

statement that it had created 
the hybrid embryo three years 
ago from the ceils of one of its 
own scientists. 

The company's aim was to 
generate human embryonic 
“stem ceDs". which are the 
vital progenitor cells of aU the 
body's many different tissues. 

“This arihramce, based on fus- 
ing a human somatic tnon- 
reprodnetrre] cell with a bovine 
egg cell from which the nucle- 
us has been removed, may en- 
able the production of an 
unlimited supply of such stem 


By steve Connor 
Science Editor . 


bARliAK WE'RE VWfi \ 
TO B£ HEARING -WE 
PATTER of TWV HooV£sl 


cells for transplant medicine," 
the company said. 

Although it is thought un- 
likely that a human-cow hybrid 
embryo would ever be aWe to 
be implanted in a womb and 
develop normalfy the research 
will raise fears that the 
company may be pioneering a 
form of human doning. 

However Michael West, 
ACTs president and chief 
executive officer; denied that 
the research would lead to tiie 
fall doning of an adult “We will 


not use tiiis technology to cfcme 
human beings," he said 
yesterday. 

The research, which has not 
been published in a scientific 
journal was performed ty Jose 
Cibelli, an Argentine-born 
scientist at the University of 
Massachusetts, which has a 
commercial link with ACT 

Dr Cibelli took 52 of his own 
cells - either white blood cells 
or skin cells from the inside of 
his cheek - and fused each 
with a cow egg. Most tailed to 
thrive, according to a New York 
Times report, but one embryo 
grew and divided five times. 

Dr Cibelli and his university 
colleague James Robl, who is 
well known in the area of ani- 
mal doning; have filed patents 
on the process with ACT con- 
trolling the commercial rights. 

Asked if he was concerned 
about destroying 52 potential 
twins of himself, Dr dbeffi told 
The New York Times: “I never 
thought about ft. But if you use 
your own cells to treat a disease 
you may have, you are not tak- 
ing cells from another person 
selfishly.” 


Trans-Borneo 

Cycle Challenge 


Could you cycle 224 miles 
across Borneo to raise funds 
for deafblind people? 

UisgUe =i country wi:h cense tropics: roinf crest;, 
m ; sty bije mount. suns, exotic flowers one tasc:"i3*.:! 
wild! if o - then im-scine the opportunity tc spend 
j '.voc-k cydhg through the heart of this paradise. 
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Carry On smuflgBna 

A lorry load of heroin 
worth £7m became 
jammed in a tunnel 

Home P3 

University attacked 

Vice-chancellor resign 
over poor standards 

Nome PS 
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Jewish insults 

row in Moscow over 
general's remarfes 

Foreign MO 

Army fire on people 

Indonesian (mops have 
shot at demonstrators 
protesting in Jakarta 

Foreign Off 


BT bonanza Philip Hensher 

The Internet has given a Who needs government- 
huge boost to BT profits sponsored role 

Badness Ptl models? Comment P4 . 


Great Dane out 

Goalkeeper Peter 
Scbmefehd is to leave 
Manchester United 

Sport M2 


Hfppft hippy ewe 

An exhibition of Kate • 
Malone's groovy 
ceramics ossigp) wo 

Mi n ima l style 


Paul VaHety Mi n ima l style 

A controversial film John Puwson’s concrete 

restores Jhmah’s airport lounge in Hong 

reputation Fasten* ra Kong Architect*** Pti 


Joe Harriott 

Our lost genius of 
jazz, Britain’s Charfie 
Parker Music pi# 

Kurt Masur 


John Pawsotfs concrete An interview with the 
airport lounge m Hong NY Philharmonic 

Kerns Architecture Ml conductor Mudc P« 
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You'll only need a week off work. 
Call us now as places will be limited. 


Departures on the 8th, 75th, 22th, 29th of April '9S 

Cost to you: £225 

For more information cad: 0870 129 0101 
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LIGHTING UP 


State! 

4.26pm 

to 

7.51am 

Blnataghtatt 

4.18pm 

CO 

7.27am 

Bristol 

4.24pm 

CO 

7.26am 

OlMgOW 

4.14pm 

CO 

7.50dm 

London 

*.i 4pm 

to 

7.16am 

Manchester 

4.15pm 

to 

7.32am 

Nucnde 

4.Q7pm 

ra 

7.36am 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Maidstone 12C (54F} 
Coidc« (day]: FyUngdaies 5C (A1F) 
Wettest: Cartfiff 0.71 Ins 
Sunniest: West Mailing 4.5 hrs 
For 24hrs to 2pm Hmraday 

San Rate Max 

firs in *C T 


HIGH TIDES 



AM 

HT 

PM 

NT 

Aanranootfi 

2.09 10.0 

2.43 10.3 

Cork 

12.40 

3.8 

1.19 

33 

DCMfOR 

12.57 

4J 

1.19 

4.5 

Bono 

6.26 

5.5 

7.1 B 

5.5 

Don Lnosbafre 

7.33 

3.5 

7.48 

3.8 

Rtaota 

12.28 

4.1 

12.50 

4.3 

Grenade 

8.12 

3.0 

7.54 

33 

Hantacb 

6.47 

3.3 

7.41 

33 

HoMread 

6.19 

4.6 

6.36 

4.8 

HuB (Albert Ok] 1.13 

7 J2 

2.27 

7.1 

Kings Lynn 

126 

5J 

234 

53 

Itatb 

1024 

4.7 

10.48 

4.7 

Liverpool 

6.47 

7.6 

.7.15 

7.8 

Mflfonf Hanreo 

1.30 

5.2 

2.03 

5.5 

Nareqny 

12.31 

5.3 

1 J>3 

5.6 

Portland 

2.09 

1.4 

2.18 

13 

Fortsnaotab 

7.18 

4.1 

7.44 

33 

Pwflhtai 

3.40 

3.4 

4.12 

3.7 

hScartaoimndl *~ - TCTT-ga 

me 

7.08 

23 

7.19 

33 


^ FORECAST 

General situation Parts or eastern England may have early drizzle, but it will be 
generally dry and bright. North-west and central England will sort cold with sunny 
spells, tut rain in the south-wst will soon move to most or England later this 
afternoon. Northern Ireland wfll also start cold and bright, but showers will soon 
break out. Wester n Scotland will turn longer sunny spells and only Isolated show- 
ers. Eastern Scotland win stay mainly cloudy with outbreaks of rain and drizzle. 
Cent S * SE Fn g te ri. I nnrt o n . E Andv A generally dry and bright morning, 
but rain will arrive later this afternoon. A moderate south-west wind. Max temp 9- 
1IC (48-52F). 

E England, NE England: Some early cloud and patchy rain, then brighter before 
more ram moves In from this evening onwards. A moderate south-east wind. Man 
temp S- IOC (46-5QF]. 

Mkflands, Cent N A NW England, N Rales, Lake Disc, Isle of Man: Cold but 
bright before rain breaks out Bus afternoon. A light, variable wind. Mas temp 9- 
10C (48-50F). 

Channel ts, SH England, S Wales: Rain wfl] soon spread tram the south-west, 
turning rather heavy A strong south-east wind, becoming fresh north-westerly. Max 
iempS-I2C (48-54F). 

Rep u blic of Ireland, N Inland; Sunny speOs and showers. Longer periods of rain 
will Spread northwards. A Sghc and variable wind. Max temp 8-9C (46-4 SEI- 
SE A NE Scotland, Edinburgh. Aberdeen, H Isles: Mainly cloudy with out- 
breaks of raw and drizzle. A moderate south-east wind. Max temp 7-9C (45-48F). 
5W ft NW Scotland, Glasgow, W Isles: Mainly dry with sunny spells and just the 
odd isolated shower, but rain likely tonight A fight and variable wind. Max temp 7- 
IOC (45 SOF). 


THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 


Lows M. N and P will all merge and drift slowly east. High B will move 
north and build. 


•c f 

c 15 59 prapw 
c 31 B8 Quebec 
f 70 68 ReyklMA 
r 70 66 Rhodes 
«da c 16 61 Blade Jaa 

I I 18 64 mjaA 

* c 20 66 Rone 

■ l 2 3 73 SnAM 

r 20 68 Sendago 

i t 30 86 Send 

s 35 95 Syydnflw 

iCky f 22 72 

I 27 81 StRn'bwy 
c 12 54 Suxkbota 
■u r 30 86 Sftaey 

eri c 10 50 rnpd 

n 9.1) 9 MW 

■ c 2 38 %wW 

I c 74 75 fakyo 

i l 17 63 T Unme 

r f 29 84 tbnb 

rfU s 25 77 UtaUde 

Umb; 17 G Vdrnrfi 
nk c 12 54 U b m o uw r 
c 17 63 ltadce 

l . I 24 75 Vlana 

* I* 54 Irartajirwr" 

c 27 B1 Zipb 

■Nee i 12 54 Zorift 


•t *f 
r 5 41 
C B 46 
d 2 36 
S 20 68 
r 20 68 
i 29 84 
f 15 59 
c 12 54 
s 23 73 
S 15 59 
c 38 82 
s 2l 70 
r 27 81 
t -10 14 
m 2 36 
r 19 66 
f 25 77 
S 24 75 
c 26 79 
r J6 61 
81 6 43 
C 19 66 
c 0 32 
f 24 75 
c 8 46 
5 11 52 
I 6 43 
C 4 39 
f 17 63 
C 1763 
I 9 48 
C 3 37 


in the Maze by the Republican 
Irish National liberation Army 
the INLA - was lifted on the 
basis of security information. 

The Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary said it was too soon to lift 
the banning orders on three 
other republican groups; the 
Continuity IRA, which has not 
declared a ceasefire; the Real 
IRA, which was responsible 
far the Omagh bomb massacre 
and the INLA. They have both 
declared ceasefires. 

The LVF was involved in a 
spate of tit-for-tat killings last 
January sparked by the shoot- 
ing of Bfliy Wright when six 
Catholics, not associated with 
terrorism, were murdered 

Ms Mowlam said: “lam now 
satisfied that they have estab- 
lished a complete and un- 
equivocal ceasefire and over a 
si gn ificant period of time, since 
May 1998, they have demon- 
strated that that ceasefire is 
being maintained." 

She said the lifting of the ban 
also recognised the significant 
contacts that the LVF had 
made, via an unnamed inter- 


Mowfam: Ban on LVF lifted 

mediary, with the body set up 
to handle decommissioning of 
terrorist weapons in Ulster 

The lifting of the ban has to 
be approved by Parliament, 
and it was given the support of 
the Tories. But Andrew Mac 
kay, the Tory spokesman tm 
Ulsto; urged the Loyalist groqp 
to show a lead by fulfilling its 
promise by decommissioning 
its illegal arms and explosives. 

He also called on the Prime 
Minister to call a halt to the 
release of prisoners under the 
Good Friday Agreement until 
the IRA, the LVF and other 
groups have started decom- 
missioning their weapons. The 
LVF has 19 prisoners in the 
Maze and 13 in another Ulster 
prison. 

‘This is an ideal opportuni- 
ty for Tbny Blair to tell all the 
paramilitaries that there wfll be 
no more early release of 
terrorist prisoners until there 
is substantial and verifiable 

dppo mmi p fl/Tariay 

said. 


AIR QUALITY 

Today’s readings 


London 

HO, 

Good 

so. 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


Aberdeon 

6.5 

0 

10 

50 

Anglesey 

0.5 

0.01 

10 

SO 

Avfereoro 

03 

0.01 

8 

46 

Belfast 

0.8 

0.01 

9 

48 

Birmingham 

5.3 

0 

10 

50 

BotffQimoadi 

43 

0 

12 

54 

Bristol 

3.7 

0.01 

12 

54 

Saxton 

5.6 

0.05 

8 

46 

Canfiff 

2.7 

0 

11 

52 

Clacton 

73 

0 

9 

48 

Cromer 

5.6 

0 

10 

50 

F.gnlMirg«l 

0.1 

0.01 

9 

48 

FfamntaHl 

2.7 

0 

12 

54 

Hsbgsaid 

03 

0.01 

9 

48 

Fotaestona 

83 

0 

11. 

52 

Glasgow 

0.6 

0.01 

9 

48 

Hasfitags 

73 

0 

12 

54 

Hone 

5.9 

0 

II 

52 

Isie-of-man 

0.1 

0.0 1 

11 

52 

tste-of-nrtgbt 

5.8 

0.01 

13 

55 ■ 

Jersey 

1.8 

0.01 

12 

54 

KtndaL. ... 

03. 

0.04 

10- 

SO-.- 

Lends 

5.1 

0 

11 

52 

Lantack 

4.9 

0.14 

8 

46 

Uttlebanipcoo 

53 

0 

11 

52 

1 nnAitl 

6.7 

. 0 

12 

54 

Lonstoft 

5.0 

0 

10 

50 

MudKStar 

4.6 

0.09 

9 

48 

Margate 

7 e 

0.01 

11 

52 

Morecambe 

13 

0.04 

10 

50 

Newcastle 

5.5 

0 

11 

52 

NMqoay 

n/a 




Norwich 

43 

0 

10 

50 

Oxford 

5.4 

0 

11 

52 


2.6 

0.01 

10 

SO 

Safcombe 

n/a 




Scarborough 

5.7 

0.01 

9 

48 

Shrewsbury 

n/a 




Soutbend 

6.4 

0 

11 

52 


SonthpoR 0 1 1 52 

Stornoway 0.2 0.13 9 48 

Swanage 5.3 0 12 54 

Ifenby 0.1 O.Ui 11 52 

Ibrqaay 2.3 0 12 54 

Vlteston-c-m. n/a 

Weymouth n/a 

24 hours to Gpra (GMT) Wednesday; 
tafomatfoa by M WatbciCMn 


WEATHERLINE 

For the Ucesr forecasts efial 0*91 5008 
followed by tue nn efighs for your area. 
Sourer. Tfce Met. Office. QAs cnarged at 
5 Op per mn (Inc VAT) 


Rain or 


Shine 


BRITISH WEATHER is SO 
unpredictable that a Devon 
insurance company has 
launched a policy that will pay 
out if it rains for more titan half 
the days of a holiday. 

Visitors to Britain will be 
able to recover a fifth of the cost 
of theirboiidayif more than half 
an Inch of rain foils far four days 
of a week-long break or eight 
days in a fortnight under the 
newpoficy launched yesterday 
by the Devon-based insurers 
Rothwell and Thwier 


OUTLOOK 

It will turn j hide colder on Saturday with a lot of cloud and scattered showers, 
particularly along the southern and eastern coasts. Sunday will also be colder and 
quite breezy mien a mix of sunny spells and showers, with some snow likely in 
the Scottish Highlands. 


TRAVEL 


London: A41 RncNoy fld. Rom Swiss 
Cottage to Fortuno Green. Major works at 
Rnchfey Rd Gyratory. Umfl 31st Docomber. 
Berkshire: M4 between J8 19 (Madonhead) 
and JT (StougM. New read layout vtti a 
SOiyfi spaed ta* during Ibod raSef wartt. Uni 
308i Novembor. 

Sent M30 Botocai J9 Ashfcrt (West) and 
J8 Mtsdsma Roaitadnql boh ways wtfi con- 
traflow Tmi lanes will soi be awafablo oach 
•ay at al tones. LM2 2iot Novembor 
Cambridgeshire Ai between AJconbury 
and tttdaon. Canstruaxm. lane dosuics 
and contraflow UnM 3ist Docomber. 


Buckingh a msh ire: A^b 0 6» ew itf)Ci 
(M25) & 3 (Wycomoe East). Three i 
tanas boih ways and a 50 mph speed 
farce. Untl 1st Jnny 1999. 

Bristafa M5 J18-19. Me^cr Ftaadwa 
Avramouth Bridge. Und 1st January l 
Nortodc A47 Hardwick Roundabout, 


romdabaut and the tferdwick Roundabout. 
USB 13th December 1896. 

AA (toiftHtde CaU 0336 401777 for 
the laciest local and national traffic news. 
Source: The AutamcUe Association. 

CUs charged at 50p per min (me VAT). 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO SUNDAY LUNCH? 


THE BEST WRITING IS IN THE INDEPENDENT EVERY WEEK: DEBORAH ROSS, HOWARD JACOBSON, H AMISH MCRAE, 
MARK STEEL, ROBERT FISK, JOHN WALSH, RICHARD WILLIAMS, THOMAS SUTCLIFFE, MILES KINGTON, SUE ARNOLD 


Mandelson attacks 
press intrusion 


PETER MANDELSON, the Sec- 
retary of State for Trade and 
Industry, stepped into the row 
over media intrusion into politi- 
cians’ private lives last night 
with a warning that the public 
was more interested in “the 
real issues”. 

Speaking at a seminar in 
Madrid, Mr Mandelson said the 
success of the Democrats in 
this month’s United States con- 
gressional elections proved 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

of Ron Davies, the former sec- 
retary of state far Wales, as well 
as hims elf, he said President 
Bill Clinton’s continuing popu- 
larity proved the voters were 
uninterested in such stories. 

“The outcome of the US con- 
gressional elections has been 
seen as another Houdini act by 
the President, as yet another 


press should be more respon- 
sible and recognise the public 
mood on MPs* private lives. 

Ministers have been boost- 
ed by polls by tabloid newspa- 
pers Mia* rlflimftd the P ublic (fid 
not want to know the details of 
what politicians did in the pri- 
vacy of their own home. 

Mr Mandelson made his re- 
marks as he addressed a sem- 
inar of the Spanish Socialist 
Party on Labour's vision of the 


message to the Republicans in 
Congress and especially to 
their ex-leader Newt Gingrich 
was dear The extreme right is 
losing.” 

By contrast centre-left par- 
ties that attempted to mod- 
ernise social democracy had 
scored repeated successes 
right across Europe and now 
governed 13 out of the 15 Eu- 
ropean Union countries. 

Delivering the first analysis 






culture, said that the American 
experience should serve as an 
example to the British media. 

In a coded attack on the 
press coverage of the downfall 


son to be learnt there." 

Mr Mandelson is known to 
be opposed to a privacy law, but 
his comments reinforce the 
Government’s view that the 


moved towards the centre, 
away from the right,” he said. 
Donald MacIntyre Interviews 
‘Surf editor David Yefland. 

Review. FYont 
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Nursery scandal: Newcastle council publishes damning report on the childcare staff who molested their charges 



Betrayal of 
the innocent 
infants by 
the carers 
they trusted 



Shieldfield Nursery (top left) and former assistants Dawn Reed and Chris Lillie, who have been implicated by the inquiry team 


PARENTS OF children who 
were sexualfy abused while os- 
tensibly safe in the care of a 
Newcastle nursery school wept 
yesterday as an inquiry team 
delivered one of the most 
damning reports in the history 
of childcare. 

Children as young as two 
years old were taken out of the 
Shieldfield Nursery and used 
for the sexual gratification of a 
paedophile ring. 

A child told the inquiry about 
eating sweeties while being 
abused, sometimes by more 
than one man Another nhild 
talked of being hurt by a man 
with other adults present - 
“Ned, wbo had a camcorder He 
was laughing,” and Doreen, 
“who was in bed with Chris”. 

The children were threat- 
ened that if th^yreve^ed what t 
was happening they,' qrtheir 
family, would dia 
“A man will shoot Daddy" 
they told the inquiry. 

The scandal of multiple 


By Stephen Goodwin 
AND PAUL LASHMAR 

abuse at Shieldfield Nursery 
and in fiats, houses cara- 
vans beyond, came to Tight in 
1993 aftera distressed child told 
his mother he had been as- 
saulted. The independent in- 
quiry was set up by the council 
three years ago after the col- 
lapse of the prosecution of 

nurs ery aaasfaint s Phris T jjfc, 

then 30, and Dawn Seed, then 
23. Angry parents tried to stonn 
the dock end shouted “Bang 
them” aftarthejudge ruled that 
video-tape evidence from a giri 
alleged to have been raped by 

Mr T,DTif* i ms ma/fmisnhlp. 

A change in thelaw since the 
case has ensured that young 
children's evidence in court 
cases is now heard. Last night 
the Home Office argued that it 
was i m possi b le to legislate to 
take into account evidence of 
very young children, but the 
NSPCC said “young children 


must have the right to speak". 

Richard Barker; the head of 
child and family studies at the 
University ofNorthumhria, who 
led the review team, said: “The 
challenge for the legal profes- 
sion is to try and ensure that on 
the one band, adults are not 
wrongly convicted but on the 
otfaez; the general truth that 
emerges from the testimony of 
a large number of young chil- 
dren should be evaluated in 
court so that these young chil- 
dren get justice." 

Mr Ufie and Ms Reed have 
not been seen since the trial - 
Ms Reed is thought to have 
changed her name and fa living 
south of the Tyne, while Mr Lil- 
lie has left the area. 

They are the mnm charac- 
ters in the gut-wrenching 400- 
page report, published by the 
city council yesterday. But the 
inquiry team said it was dear 
others outside the nursery 
were involved in abusing chil- 
dren “for their own gratification 


and probably for the production 
of pornographic materials. 
They have not been found”. 

The review team heard com- 
plaints from more than 40 fam- 
ilies. Same 1,450 children came 
into contact wife Mr Lillie and 
Ms Reed. 

The council was condemned 
for a “complacent and insular 
approach" to the deinray of so- 
cial services in the early 
Nineties. Two members of the 
city council staff have been 
suspended because of the re- 
port's findings. They are be- 
lieved to be Peter Blythe, the 
childcare manager responsible 
for appointing the inexperi- 
enced Mr Lillie, and Susan 
Eyeingtan, the officer in charge 
of toe nursery at the time, who 
is criticised for failing to mon- 
itor staff outings with children 
and not responding appropri- 
ately to parents’ concerns. 

The report said references 
and police checks were not ad- 
equately taken up and Mr 


Blythe is “severely criticised" 
for the unprofessional way he 
appointed Mr Lillie, someone 
he had known since his days as 
a residential worker, when Mr 
Lillie was in care. 

There is also criticism of 
Sir Jeremy Beecham, then 
leader of the city council and 
now chairman of the Local 
Government Association, 
whose law firm represented 
Mr Lillie. Stefan Cross, deputy 
chair of the Social Services 
Co mmittee; was a member of 
the legs] practice representing 
Dawn Reed. One of the re- 
port’s 75 recommendationswas 
that legal firms involving elect- 
ed ooundlloFS should not accept 
cases which involve action 
against council employees over 
their work.' 


The report goes on to detail 
how one of the children “be- 
lieved he had recognised Sir Je- 
remy by his voice on a 
televirion programme as being 
someone who had sexually 
abused him when Chris Lillie 
and Dawn Reed had taken him 
to unknown venues". 

The allegation was reported 
to senior police officers and so- 
cial service staff and the child 
was assessed by a psychologist 
to form a view about the 
strength erf his evidence. 

There was no corroborative 
link between the disclosure 
and Sir Jeremy and the inquiry 
team accepted the council 
leader's innocence. 

“There was no organised 
planned conspiracy by New- 
castte City Councfi officers and 


elected members to procure 
children at Shieldfield Nursery 
for abuse, or to cover up what 
had happened at the nursery 
and elsewhere," the team con- 
cluded. “TO? do think that there 
are individuals, Chris Lillie and 
Dawn Reed, who did probably 
conspire with others unknown, 
but we conclude that these oth- 
ers were not officers or elect- 
ed members of the city 
countiL" 

Mr Barker called for tighter 
regulation of nursery wor kers, 
with the name of anyone 
sacked for abuse automatical- 
ly going on a central fist Mr Lil- 
lie and Ms Reed are still listed 
by the Council for Awards in 
Chfldren’s Care and Education 
as qualified nursery nurses. 

The council currently comes 


across about 50 cases a week of 
people fraudulently claiming 
to be qualified. 

“We believe that this na- 
tional system of recording qual- 
ifications should be amended as 
it is currently extremely mis- 
leading and potential]}’ dan- 
gerous," said the report 
In June tire then Home Of- 
fice Minister Alun Michael an- 
nounced a working party would 
look into ways of preventing sex 
offenders from working with 
children. A part of this is likely 
to be a central register of peo- 
ple wbo are deemed unsuitable. 

families who came togeth- 
er for support after the abuse 
was uncovered are now con- 
sidering suing the city council 
for negligence _in its care of 
their children. 


Pressure made Sir Jeremy ill 


SIR JEREMY Beecham was 
found collapsed in his car a 
week before his firm's client, 

Christopher UlUewem on trial 
in 1994 to face abuse charges. 

According to reports an 
overdose was suspected as an 
empty tablet bottle was found 
in the Renault Passing 
motorists had raised the alarm 
and Sir Jeremy was rushed to 
hospitaL 

He is a partner in Hender- 
son, Beecham & Pteacock, a 
major Newcastle solicitors’ 
practice and at the time was 
also the leader of the Labour- 
run Newcastle City CoundL A 
leading national figure in local 
government be was ch a irm an 
of the Association of Metropol- 
itan Authorities and had just 
been knighted. 


BY PAUL LASHMAR 

The parents of the children 
abused by Lilli e and Dawn 
Reed were unhappy that liOie 
was being represented by a 
firm run by the leader of the 
council responsible for run- 
ning the nursery schooL Claire 
Routledge, lawyer to a group of 
the parents, said she wrote 
mmplainTng about a possible 
conflict of interest Sr Jeremy 
says be declared this interest 
“promptly” with the coundL 

A spokesman for Sir Jeremy 
said that the case had been 
handled by a colleague. 

After his collapse in July 
1994 Sir Jeremy was in hospi- 
tal for three weeks, suffering 
from depression. In Novem- 
ber that year he resigned as 



Beecham: Depression 


council leaden “It has brought 
it home what 1 had always in- 
tellectually realised, that there 
was tremendous pressures in 

local government, and it is very 


difficult to do a number of jobs 
at the same time and I had 
three," be said at the time. 

Sir Jeremy had been leader 
of Newcastle City Council fra: 17 
years, having joined the Labour 
Party at the tender age of 15 in 
1959. In 1957 he became 
councillor for BenwelL a 
deprived area on the north 
bank of the River Tyne. 

hi a . statement issued 
yesterday Sir Jeremy ex- 
pressed “profound sympathy” 
for the abused children and 
their families. He repeated he 
bad “no connection with these 
appalling events. People in 
public life are particularly 
vulnerable to allegations made 
without any foundation in 
fact, as the inquiry team 
acknowledges." 


Carry On Smuggling episode 
jammed £7m heroin in tunnel 


ITWAS an attempt to carry out 
a serious piece of heroin 
trafficking. But it ended with 

a £7m haul of drugs stuck in the 

Blackball Ttonel in a scene 
more akin to a Carry On 

movie. , 

As the gang’s drug-filled 
lorry jammed against the roof 
in the northbound lane, their 
accomplices returned to see 
what was wrong and their car 
became trapped in the south- 
bound lane. 

The tony became stuck just 
as the evening rush hour 
began, the jams spread and 
large areas of East London 
were gridlocked for several 

k°slie scene was recounted at 
Southwark Crown Court in 
London yesterday. While pre- 
senting happy Customs offi- 
cials with a £7.2801 togh-quaaty 
haul, the “cock-up” fector - as 


By K atharine butler 

the prosecution called it - had 
the lorry finally blocking the 
entrance to one timneL Their 
accomplices’ car ended up 
slewed across the carriage- 
wax jammed between a wall 
and a Customs surveillance 
vehicle. 

The jury found gang leader 

Hamid ShamsoHahi, 38,^0 Am- 
sterdam-based businessman 
from Iran, guilty of one count of 

smuggling. The tony driver; 
Mustafa Karinca, 50, from Is- 
tanbul, TUrkey was convicted 
on a similar charge. 

The two men and another 
gang member; Turkish-born 
Korkut Eris, 40, a minicab dri- 
ver from Hornsey Road, Hol- 
loway, north London, who 
admitted the charge, win be 
sentenced on Monday. 

A fourth, Eeretin Eren, 2S, a 


Turkish national from Edmon- 
ton, north London, was found 
not guilty. 

The five-week trial heard 
that to begin with the men’s 
meticulous planning paid off 
The massive articulated tony; 
bought months earlier 
at auction, was fitted with 
a false fed tank Inside was a 
secret compartment used to 
hide the 65J4-k3ogram con- 
signment, which Karinca is be- 
lieved to have collected in 
Thrtey. 

It was so well installed that 
Customs officials at Dover 
failed to detect anything wrong 
when he arrived ty cross-Chan- 
nel ferry from Zeebrugge, 
Belgium, in Efcbruaiy this yean 

Confident everything was 
going according to plan, he 
then drove the lorry and its 
illicit load to Medway services 
on the M2 in Kent, where he set- 


tled down for the night But 
Customs and Excise’s Nation- 
al Investigation Service bad 
been tipped off. 

Then next day; ShamsoBahi 
and Eris were followed as they 
drove down from London to 
rendezvous with Karinca. Once 
there, they spent the next two 
hours trying hard not to recog- 
nise one another in the motor- 
way stop’s Burger King. 

As soon as Eren arrived, 
they suddenly seemed to 
discover they knew one anoth- 
er after all, and shortly after- 
wards left the service station in 
convoy 

Sbrty-five minutes later the 
mathematical impossibility of 
trying to fit the over-tall lorry 
into the 14ft 3fo high BlackwaO 
Tunnel triggered electronic 
warnings and the end of the 
gang's short but memorable 
criminal career 
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Lib-Lab pact: An insider warns of ‘blood on the carpet’ as the Liberal Democrat leader is accused of ‘cosying up to Blair’ 


Party set 


to take 


Ashdown 


to task 


PADDY ashdown faces a 
showdown with his party's 
grassroots on Monday over the 
agre emen t he struck with Tbny 
Blair to bring Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats closer 
togethec 

The Liberal Democrats rul- 
ing body, its federal executive, 
will give Mr Ashdown a rough 
ride when he appeals for its 
support for his decision to 
extend the remit of the Cabinet 
committee which includes 
senior Liberal Democrats. 
“There will be blood on the 
carpet," one insider said. 

Some grassroots Liberal De- 
mocrat activists are consider- 
ing a plan to call a special 
party conference, which they 
believe would reject the agree- 
ment, passably provoking Mr 
Ashdown to resign. 

The fears that Mr Ashdown 
is “cosying up” too closely to Mr 
Blair will be heightened by 
today's news that Labour’s 
Mil [hank- headquarters is set- 


by Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 


ting up a special “dirty tricks'’ 
unit to combat the Liberal De- 
mocrats. An internal Labour 
document, leaked to The Inde- 
pendent reveals that party of- 
ficials are being asked to gather 
“inside information" on the lib 
eral Democrats to be stored on 
tho Contr over sial MiTIh ankca nv 
puter database, called Excal- 
ibuc 

Critics of Mr Ashdown’s 
move, to forge closer links with 
the Government, intend to 
raise the document as evidence 
of Mr Blair's “hypocrisy” over 
relations with their party . “His 
control freaks at Mhlhank are 
out of control - now they want 
to snoop on us, control us and 
kill us off," said one senior Lib- 
eral Democrat 

Even before Labour’s move 
was revealed, Mr Ashdown 
faced big problems persuading 
his party executive to endorse 



Labour 
takes 
fight 
to SNP 


by Andrew Grice 


Tony Blair during his speech at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow yesterday, in which he defended the British Union JeffJ Mitchell 


extending the work of the Cab- 
inet committee from constitu- 
tional reform to other areas. 

Donna chadh McCarthy, a 
member of the executive, ac- 
cused Mr Ashdown of breaking 
the party’s rules by agreeing his 
joint statement with Mr Blair 
without consulting his party. “It 
is a betrayal of everything that 
Mr Ashdown ever said he stood 
for” said Mr McCarthy.“It is a 
betrayal of pluralist politics 
and a three-party system." 


At Monday’s meeting, Mr 
Ashdown is expected to adopt 
the “back me or sack me” ap- 
proach he had to deploy on 
Wednesday night at a heated 
gathering of his MPs. Allies be- 
lieve he will win a vote of con- 
fidence but claim that he would 
not lose too much sleep if he 
was forced to resign over the 
issue. 

Wednesday’s meeting went 
on for three-and-a-half hours, 
with many of the 37 MP5 who 


spoke their anger 

about the agreement Several 
complained they were being 
“bounced” into accepting it 
while others said the liberal 
Democrats would be prevent- 
ed from critidsing govern- 
ment policies on health, 
education, welfare and Europe. 
“There was a lot of anger; peo- 
ple didn’t puQ their punches,” 
one MP said 

However; Mr Ashdown grad- 
ually won round most rebels by 
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promising that the MPs would 
have to approve talks with the 
Government on specific policy 
issues. Some dissidents were 
r eassu red by his o pthnism that 
Mr Blair would endorse elec- 
toral reform. 

After winning the backing of 
his “shadow cabinet” yesterday, 
Mr Ashdown sought to calm bis 
party’s nerves by putting a 
very different gloss on the 
agreement to Downing Street 
He stressed that further co-op- 


eration with the Government 
would be in “tightly defined 
and carefully controlled areas”. 

The Cabinet endorsed the 
new deal yesterday but Mr 
Blair bad problems an his back- 
benches too. lynne Jones, 
chair man of the left-wing Cam- 
paign group of MPs, said the 
Labour leadership's first loyalty 
should be to its members and 
MPs and it should not forge 
alliances without consulting 
them. 


tony BLAIR stepped up. 
Labour’s campaign to combat 
the threat from the Scottish Na- 
tional Party yesterday by data- . 
ing that it would damage 
health and other public services •; 
north of the border. 

Speaking in Glasgow; the : 
Prime Mnasterwaraed thattbe 
SNP would divide families 
against each other by denying 
Scottish citizenship to the chil- 
dren and grandchildren of 
Scots who were boro outside 
the country. 

Attacking a new SNP policy 
statement Mr Blair said ‘They 
would make children of Scots 
foreign in Scotland and would 
divide families throughout Scot- 
land into two categories -dti- 
zecs and foreigners... In anen 
when barriers should be com- 
ing down, nothing could mate 
dearer the barriers that they 
would impose.” 

If the SNP took control of tbs . 
Scottish Parliament in next 
May's elections, Mr Blafr 
warned, the priority it would 
give to separatism would desgr. 
resources to public services £ 

“While Labour is investing fe 
the National Health Service, the.. 
nationalistswouldfirstinvestm 
the new apparatus of a nation- ■ 
al government" he said. 


Rivals refuse to do 
a deal on Wales 


THE BATTLE to lead Labour in 
the Welsh Assembly descend- 
ed into rancour yesterday after 
the collapse of a peace deal 
aimed at uniting the party’s 
leading candidates 

The gloves finally came off in 
the race to become Whies’ first 
“prime minister* when party of- 
ficials cancelled a meeting be- 
tween the Secretary erf Sate for 
Wales, Alnn Michael, the back- 
bench MP Rhodri Morgan and 
MEP Wayne David. 

The general secretary of the 
Vfelsh Labour Party Anita Gale, 
called off the meeting after Mr 
Morgan made dear he would 
not drop out of the race. 

With the assemhty elections 
less than six months away, a 
lengthy and potentially dam- 
aging leadership contest is now 
inevitable. Both sides blamed 
the other for the failure to 
reach a compromise and, in his 
most outspoken comments so 
far; Mr Michael last ni gh t at- 
tacked the “false propaganda” 
issued by his rival. 

to a speech in Cardiff he said 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


the idea that the cabinet post 
made Him an “outside” candi- 
date “devalued the contest”. “I 
urge Labour Party members in 
Wales not to fall for the false 
propaganda about Wales versus 
London,” he said. 

The Welsh Secretary also 
called for a one-member; one- 
vote (Omov) ballot among party 
members as a part of an elec- 
toral college of unions, con- 
stituencies and MPs, MEPs 
and assembly candid a tes 
A special party taskforce, 
which will draw ig> the selection 
procedure, is today expected to 
back the electoral college and 
may include the plan to insist on 
a limited Omov component 
Mr Michael’s supporters 
said that he was “incased” by 
Mr Morgan’s remarks that the 
onty chance of achieving unity 
was if both of them pulled out 
of the contest 
They claimed that although 
the Welsh Secretary was being 


perceived as the underdog in 
the race, an increasing number 
of MPS were indicating support 
for him. 

In an indication of the bit- 
terness of the contest ahead, 
the Michael camp said that 
some MPs were scared by Mr 
Morgan's “separatist" Lan- 
guage and accused him of 
being too close to the national- 
ists, Plaid Cymru. ., 

Llew Smith, staunch anti- 
devolution campaigner and MP 
for Blaenau Gwent, was said 
last night to have pledged his 
backing for Mr Michael 

Mr Morgan's supporters 
countered that he had the over- 
whelming support of MPs, 
MEPs and assembly candi- 
dates. Constituency chairmen 
had also backed his call for a 
true Omov ballot of all parts of 
the electoral college. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Wfelsfa Labour Party said that 
Ms Gale had rung an three can- 
didates and concluded there 
was “no pro sped; of reaching 
agreement on a unity ticker. 


Mart gages 


NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE VARIATION 


The following interest rates for mortgages 
provided by Banking Direct, a Division of Bank of 
Scotland, will apply with effect from 1st November 
1998 for both new and existing borrowers. 


Banking Direct Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 8.69% per annum. 


Centrebank Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 8.69% per annum. 


Stabilised Charging Rate 
8.99% per annum. 


Adaptable Mortgage Plan Charging 
Rate 8.85% per annum. 


B ankin g Direct Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 9.1 9%i^ amilum . 


Centrebank Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 9.19% per annum. 


Home Loan Rate 
8-69% per annum. 


BANK OF SCOTLAND' 
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Mike Fitzgerald, who resigned as Thames Valley University’s vice-chancellor yesterday 


Schools may be 
'paid by results’ 


BRITAIN'S MOOT colourful uni- 
versity vice-chancellor re- 
signed yesterday; after a 
devastating watchdog’s report 
said that degree standards 
could no longer be guaranteed 

Mike Fitzgerald, 47, who was 
the youngest ever university 
vkse<hanceltorwhai he was ap- 
pointed in 1991 and who sports 
an earring and pony-tail, left 
Thames Valley University “in 
the interests of the university" 
after the unprecedented move 
fay higher education regulators. 

They said they no longer 
had confidence in the univer- 
sity's ability to award degrees. 
The Quality Assurance Agency 
for Higher Education (QAA) 
said standards at the universi- 
ty were “at risk" and the High- 
er Education Funding Council 
announced it was sending in an 
external review team to work 
with the university on an action 
plan. Thames tfelley’s colourful 
courses have included kite-fly- 
ing and Indian cookery. 

Universities cannot be 
stripped of their degree-award- 
ing powers, but yesterday's 
move represents the most se- 
rious action ever taken to cen- 
sure academics over standards. 

Andrew Pokes, president of 
the National Union of Students, 
said the report had serious im- 
plications for the university's 
28,000 students. He said: “Stu- 
dents will be paying cash over 
the table to study aud they 
want value for money If you btiy 


By Judith Judd 

and ben Russell 

a jumper and find it's got a hole 
in it you can take it back to the 
shop. You cant take back three 
years of your life." 

John Randall, the QAA chief 
executive, said: “Standards at 
Thames Valley are at risk. It is 
vital that urgent steps are taken 
to protect the interests of stu- 
dents and to secure public con- 
fidence in the university." 

Baroness Blackstone, the 
higher education minister, de- 
manded “firm and decisive ac- 
tion to address this failure". 

Alarm about the former 
Polytechnic of West London, 
based in Ealing and Sough, sur- 
faced last year when the uni- 
versity invited the agency to 
investigate allegations of “aca- 
demic dumbing down". 

Because of an industrial dis- 
pute more than 200.000 pieces 
of students’ work had been left 
unmarked and senior man- 
agers proposed that students 
should pass their e«arps with 
marks of 30 per cent rather than 
40 per cent 

The QAA report suggests 
that the university was a sham- 
bles, with managers unable to 
keep track of students and 
their marks. Management, ad- 
missions policies and quality 
controls are all heavily criti- 
cised. Independent consultants 
found no evidence that people 
had been awarded degrees 



Thames Valley University 


they did not deserve, but did 
find “some evidence that the 
university may have lost sight 
of some basic principles of 
quality assurance which should 
be commonplace at an institu- 
tion with independent degree- 
awarding powers." 

Members of the research 
team found “disgruntled and 
disbelieving external examin- 
ers. some of whose reports we 
consider to be serious indict- 
ments of the university." 

The Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors said the case was 
unique and there was no evi- 
dence that standards had 
slipped. But Professor Alan 
Smithers of Liverpool Univer- 
sity said that some other new 


universities might also need 
help in maintaining standards. 

Thames Valley governors 
said they were taking decisive 
action. Sheila Forbes, chair- 
man of the governors, said stu- 
dents were being effectively 
taught and “armed with their 
qualification from the university 
do make a positive contribution 
in their places of work and in 
their communities." 

Thames Valley's troubles 
started after it introduced its 
New Learning Environment: 
replacing traditional degrees 
with “resource- based learn- 
ing" in which students were 
free to make up “mix and 
match" degrees from a number 
of modules of stud}'. 

The report said: “We en- 
countered a significant number 
of staff who expressed con- 
cerns that reductions in the 
amount and intensity uf student 
assessment under the New- 
Learning Environment had se- 
riously jeopardised the stan- 
dards of the resulting degrees." 

The report stressed that 
Thames Valiev university did at- 
tract some high calibre stu- 
dents who reached the 
accepted degree standard. 

But it said: there is a 

question to be asked whether 
the admissions policy is en- 
couraging unreasonable ex- 
pectations among students who 
are unlikely to achieve that 
standard, however much sup- 
port they are given." 


SCHOOLS MAY receive extra 
funds for good exam results for 
the first time ance the 19th cen- 
tury, under proposals being 
considered by ministers. 

Those which reach govern- 
ment targets for test and exam 
results, cutting truancy and 
expulsions would be entitted to 
more money. 

There would also be rewards 
for schools with improving 
results. Head teachers in the 
schools would then have to 
decide which teachers should 
receive more pay. 

The system of “payment by 
results" has not been used 
since the end of the last centu- 
ry when it was abandoned after 
complaints that teachers were 
“teaching to the test". 

Conservatives considered 
paying school sixth forms by re- 
sults before the last election but 
dropped the idea. 

If the plans are agreed, they 
will form part of a government 
Green Paper to be published 
next month, which is likely to 


By Judith Judd 
Education Editor 

propose performance-related 
pay for individual teachers. 

2^ biggest teaching anion, 
the National Union oflteacbers, 
has threatened industrial action 
if payment by results is intro- 
duced. Doug McAvoy, the 
union's general secretary .said: 
“Teachers’ pay should be fair 
and equitable. It should not be 
divisive and it should ensure 
that teachers doing the same 
job are paid the same. 

“Measures of quality of 
teachers cannot be based cm 
pupils' results. These results 
are influenced by factors ex- 
ternal to a school and external 
to individual teachers.” 

But tbe Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers wel- 
comed the idea of schools re- 
ceiving extra cash in 
recognition of their success. 

Peter Smith, its general sec- 
retary, said: “What's wrong 
with the country investing in 


success, given that we ensure 
that less successful schools 
are getting the money they 
need, too.” 

David Bhinkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, 
has ruled out the idea of crude j 
“payment by results” for indi- ! 
vidual teachers. The Green 
Paperis expected to propose a 
new salary structure for teach- , 
ers based on a tougher system | 
of appraisal 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- ! 
ceffor of the Exchequer; wants 
a dear Enk to be established be- 
tween pay and performance in 
return for the £l9bn extra 
promised for schools over the 
next three years. 

The National Association of 
Head Teachers is proposing 
that cteasroom teachers should 
be able to earn an extra £8,000 
without taking on extra re- 
sponsibilities. 

Heads would decide which 
teachers should receive the 
money, subject to external 
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MPs told of Eggs of 

rm fear over §h"l> 5, 
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the GOVERNMENT last night 
urged mothers not to abandon 
injections which may save up to 
80 newborn babies each yean 
after worries resurfaced that 
Britain’s blood supply is cont- 
aminated with the human form 
ofmadcwtfisease. 

Frank Dobson, Secretary ot 

State for Health, admitted to the 

Commons that there was a 
“theoretical" risk from the Anti- 
D immunoglobulin injection, 
given to about 80,000 pregnant 
women in Britain each year to 


nri 


prevtau lucu 

a potentially fatal form of 
anaemia. 

The Anti-D supplies now m 
use came from British donors, 
and so could theoretically could 
be contaminated w»th Jbe 
“prion" that causes the fatal 
-new variant” Creutefeldt- 
jakob disease (nv-CJD), the 

human form of BSE. 

Fhur of the 31 people who 
have so far died of 

were blood donors, and studies 
suggest that the prions can 
be carried by white W®****®* 

There is no test to detect pnons 

in blood, and sym 
not appear for decades after 
infection. . . 

However, Mr Robson smd 

tisere was a worldwide shortage 

of Anti-D immunoglobulin, ana 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

it will take a few months to in- 
troduce fresh supplies from 
the United States. 

The Government decided in 
February that British donors 
should not be used for a range 
of blood products which in- 
volve white cells, a move that 
will cost £100m annually. 

But the National Blood Ser- 
vice said it had taken until now 
to find suitable sources free of 
the HIV and hepatitis viruses. 
And a spokeswoman admitted 
that it could take months to ac- 
quire non-British supplies of 
Anti-D, which has to be made 
specially by inoculating men 

with foreign blood cells. 

The Department of Health 
said last night “The CJD risk 
remains theoretical, but the 
risk to babies without Anti-D 
is known. 

*Tn our view, the balance of 
risk and benefits is far greater 
towards Anti-D than the theo- 
retical risk of nv-CJD.” 

The Tbiy health spokesman 

Alan Duncan urged Mr Dobson 

to issue a list of all products at 
risk of contamination. 

“Patients need to know the 

risks and they need to exerrise 

an informed choice,” he said. 


THE MOTHER of a five-year-old 
girl who suffers from advanced 
growth wants her daughter's 
eggs frozen - and could let her 
become pregnant before she is 
a teenager 

Chelsea Casey from Bury, 
Greater Manchester, has an 
undiagnosed disorder which 
means she was two feet long at 
both and is now fire feet tall and 
wearing the clothes of a io-year- 
old. Her mother, Ann, faces 
tbe trauma of frying to secure 
her daughter a normal life be- 
fore the possible onset of the 
menopause, which could be at 
the age of 10. 

Her mother is corsidering 
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she could have a surrogate 
child later in life or she would 
allow her to have a baby at the 
age of 11 or 12 tf tee menopause 
is delayed. “I just want her to 
have a normal life and the 
chance afhaving a famDy I have 
to flunk of these things," 

She said itwas possible that 
Chelsea could be like an old 
woman by the time site was in 
her 20s. Any bafaywouM be fa- 
thered by a sperm donor 
Chelsea has mild learning 
difficulties and her speech is 
limited. Her condition, which 
has baffled medical experts, is 
inherited from her faflwt; Dave. 


If you're looking for great ideas in fitted office furniture then visit one 
of the many Sharps Home Office showrooms to see our range on 
display. Sharps i* the UK’s No.l fitted furniture specialist and Sharps 
Home Office is designed to meet your exact needs, with shelving, 
cupboards, drawers, wall units, filing cabinets, extra deep desktops and 
a cable management system allowing easy access for simple maintenance. 
With the current half price offer, which even applies to 
the popular Oak Finish (shown above), you can get your 
home office installed for as little as £800*- And if you place 
your order this week you'll get a home office chair 
absolutely free** and have it fitted in time for Christmas, 

Visit your Sharps Home Office showroom today. 
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Dubliners call time on English stag parties 




“DADDY; why are those men 
wearing girts’ knickers on their 
heads?" a baffled toddler asked 
one Saturday afternoon. “Be- 
cause they’re English," came 
the weary reply. 

Stag parties. Britain's least 
welcome ambassadors to Ire- 
land, have not impressed res- 
idents and businesses in the 
city’s fashionable Temple Bar 
area. Now even its bars are 
callin g ‘Time gentlemen 
please” and have banned such 
events. 

The ban follows estimates 
that the stag invasion costs 
ffle city centre almost £60m a 
year in lost trade. Although 
the partygoers bring in revenue 
for hotels and pubs, business 
people reckon they are showing 
a net loss. 

Stag and hen events attract 
around 1 per cent of the Irish 
capital's visitors, but deter an- 
other 13 per cent, according to 
a report commissioned by 
property- owners in Temple 
Bar; the most popular venue for 
the pre-nuptial parties. 

Local people have endured 
the motley crews for years as 
they lurched around the 
streets, sang raucously in bars. 


By Alan Murdoch 
in Dublin 

or tied one another to lamp- 
posts wrapped in tic foil and 
even more exotic attire. But 
now no more. 

The English stag business 
took off after the first IRA 
ceasefire in 1934. Some week- 
ends up to 25 rowdy stag and 
hen parties, each up to 30- 
sttong, take over the area, dri- 
ving locals to seek more 
civilised sanctuary 

Hotel sources spoke of other 
European tourists fleeing the 
area in horror 

Martin Keane, of the Oliver 
St John Gogarty ban said: “It’s 
not nice for children to see; it’s 
not nice for the residents. 

“Publicans in Temple Bar 
are concerned about the long- 
term picture. W» want to ensure 
the area will remain attractive 
to both our local regulars and 
visitors to the area.” 

The pubs began excluding 
the stag/hen invasion last year 
so lager-laden visitors ended up 
co railed together in the few 
hostelries willing to admit them. 
YestenlayTtempte Bar's 35 pubs 
confirmed they will no longer 


admit stag and hen customers. 

Laura Magahy, managin g 
director of Ttemple Bar Prop- 
erties, said: There is now a 
groundswell of public opinion 
against the crude and offensive 
behaviour often associated with 
stag and hen parties. 

“We have met every licence- 
holder in the area and are de- 
lighted at the immediate action 
they have taken as a result of 
the report’s findings 

“There is no reason why 
this problem cannot be ad- 
dressed. But it needs dear 
leadership from the tourism in- 
dustry to say this is mrf; the kind 
of business we want for 
Dublin.” 

The pubs’ move was wel- 
comed by Dublin police. 

Assistant Chief Commis- 
sioner James McHugh said: 
“The report correctly identifies 
the problems associated with 
these parties in the city of 
Dublin. For their part, the po- 
lice will not be found wanting an 
the enforcement side." 

Jim Ruane, president of 
Dublin's Chamber of Com- 
merce, said: This is not the 
type ofbusiness and behaviour 
the dty needs.” 


A group of girls enjoying a ben party in Dublin’s Parliament Street, but not all parties are welcome in the city 
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Black 


detective 


settles 


bias case 


ONE OF Britain’s most high- 
profile blaci police officers has 
reached an out-of-court settle- 
ment with the Metropolitan 
Police after a four-year race dis- 
crimination action which near- 
ly destroyed his health. 

Detective Inspector David 
Michael, founder member and 
former chairman of the Black 
Police Association (BPA), will 
join the Metropolitan Felice 
Cammissionec Sir Paul Condon, 
at New Scotland "Yard today to 
announce that the dispute has 
been “amicably" resolved 
It is understood the settle- 
ment indudes a financial pay- 
ment and a series of measures 
designed to improve working 
conditions for black officers. 

The settlement, which fol- 
lows a gruelling legal battle 
after which Det insp Michael 
tooka year off work with stress- 
related illness, comes at a time 
when the Met is under intense 
pressure to tackle racism in the 
force. Evidence submitted to the 
inquiry into the death of Mack 
teenager Stephen Lawrence 
has suggested that the force is 
“institutionally racist”. 

Det Insp Michael, who has 
served 26 years with the force 
and is its most experienced 
black office; had claimed that 
despite a series of commenda- 
tions, he had never been al- 
lowed to progress to the ranks 
held by white colleagues. His 
case was backed by the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality. 

In an interview with The In- 
dependent, Det Insp Michael 
said: There has been an ami - 
cabtesettienipnttolfaerafie and 
it is to my satisfaction. I am 
heartened that the commis- 
sions- has a full appreciation erf 
the issues and Fm now opti- 
mistic that the rest of my time 

in the service will be productive 

and rewarding.” 

Det Insp Michael’s w ining , 
ness to speak out about racism 
within the ranks made him an 
object of suspicion in some po- 
lice quartos, which dismissed 
the BPA as “unnecessary and 
divisive" when it was founded 
in 1994. Some colleagues - who 
even suggested that BPA mem- 
bers were working in league 
with opponents of the police - 
made his life extremely difficult 
“As chairman of the BPA, I 
was very outspoken about 
racism in the Metropolitan Po- 
lice and at the same time I had 

an outstanding industrial tri- 
bunal action whicb was race-re- 
lated,” he said. “As I carried on 
my normal day-to-day police 
duties, investigating murders 
and rapes and managing qq 
teams, my life became very un- 
comfortable on a daity basis.” 

He has claimed he was rou- I 

tinely victimised because of ■ 
his colour and made the target i 
of Insidious comments de- 
signed subtly to undermine i 
his position. 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


Friction between Det Insp 
Michael, 44, and some col- 
leagues readied a head when 
he agreed to share a platform 
wilh prominent black American 
lawyers at a conference called 
Race for Justice, held in Lon- 
don in 1995. 

Sitting alongside Johnnie 
Cochran, the lawyer who rep- 
resented OJ Simpson, Det tasp 
Michael raised the possibility 
that British police forces had 
their own versions of Mark 
Rihrman, the racist officer who 
investigated the Simpson case. 

The comments were mis- 
represented in newspapers as 
a slur on all white officers and 
provoked a wave of hostility 
particulartyfixan the Police Fed- 
eration. bet Insp Michael be- 
came even more ostracised. He 
says he was known as “a dvfl 


rights spy in the camp" and “a 
troublemaker". After nearly 
three years of tension, the jhtjs- 

sure became too much, Tn the • 
end, I did have to go off weskfor 
ayear far stress,” he said. “Durr. 

ingtfaat time I was off on long- 
term sick it was an extreme test 
of the hu man spirit" 

Last June, he returned to 
work with the Organised Crime 
Group at New Scotland Yhr«L 
The Met had always 
promised to defend itself vfe ; 
orously against Det Iusp> 
Michael's claims of discrimi- 
nation but there was a notice* t 
able softening in attitude as the; 
November tribunal date , 
loomed dosei; he said. V ' 

Det Insp Michael, who was ■ 

born on the Caribbean island of * 
Dominica and came to Britain; . 
aged 10, credits the Lawrence ■? 
“^uiiy for enlightening senidtf’ 
colleagues to problems which . 
he has long railed against , 

He said: "I have noticed that 
it has helped certain senior of- . 
fleers to reach a real under- - 
standing of some of the issues 
that I was talking about • . 

“Quite obviously we are in a r - 
period of change ^ we . 
look forward with optimism.” 
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Lindsay 
accuses 
critics of 
vile plot 


m 




HKb L HATH no fury lik* an 
actor in receipted a bad review: 
In the case of Robert Lindsay 
the ftny is accompanied by 
pain, paranoia, outrage and 
soul-baring. But then he <fid re- 
ceive a stinker 

Lindsay, who is playin g 
Richard the Third tor the Royal 
Shakespeare Company pro- 
duction of the same namo t 
bared his increasingly tortured 
soul to a small gathering at 
Stratford-upon-Avon ftH - a ques- 
tion and answer session about 
his career 

He used it as an opportuni- 
ty to lash out at the critics, ac- 
cusing them of colluding with 
each other in writing their re- 
views. He deplored the “maul- 
fogs” given to Alan Rickman 
and Helen Mirren after their 
performances in the National 
Theatre’s Antony And Cleopa- 
tra. He claimed such critical 
maufings might stop star actors 
doing long seasons for low pay. 

Displaying a paranoia un- 
usual even in actors, he said 
that his first-night audience 
was watching the critics rather 


By David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


than the stage- an experience 
which, if true, would have been 
n mnb i n gly boring. 

He told theatregoers at the 
question and answer session 
this week “These critics have 
an agenda. Yon see them on 
first nights and they do collude 
and swap, and that's what I 
want to see stopped. It has got 
to stqp. There must be a press 
week where they come over a 
week, and not en masse and af- 
fect the audience as they (fid 
that night I saw people watch- 
ing the critics, because I spend 
most of my time talking to the 
audience, and no one was look- 
ing at me_what is toe point?" 

Lindsay, a star of TV’s GBH 
and Citizen Smith as well as an 
acclaimed stage actor; used 
toe question and answer ses- 
sion to assure theatregoers he 
had not meant what he said in 
a radio interview when he ac- 
cused audiences of being spoilt 

But in clearing up one con- 
troversy he strode headlong 




The actor Robert Lindsay in the ride of Richard toe Third, which some critics panned, leading Him to criticise them 


Geraint Leuris 


into annthpr The radi o inter- 
view, he said, “was toe follow- 
ing day after the opening night, 
which was an extremely emo- 
tional night for all of us. I was 
tired and I was a bit stressed 
and I had read the worst review 
I have ever read in my life, 
which was aimed at me, and I 
was a little bit volatile that 
morning but I think a lot of 


ttwngB have been takon out of 
proportion.” The review he was 
referring to was by Michael 
Biffixigton, The Giiordum’s crit- 
ic, who wrote that Lindsay “ex- 
changes nods, becks, and 
wreathed smiles with toe front 
rows as if he were Gen Dodd 
playing the Palladium. Tndqfd, 
at any moment I half expected 
him to cry ‘HeUo Missus 1 ."’ 


Though Lindsay also re- 
ceived some good reviews and 
audience appreciation for the 
production, which transfers to 
toe Savoy Theatre, London, in 
January, he gave an eloquent 
insight into toe pain felt by an 
actor on reading a veritable 
stinker He said of the critics: “I 
can’t tell you how much they 
hurt, and particularly when 


they’re wrong, rm just tiring to 
say that I think it's going to get 
harder and harder if people 
dorft start treating actors in this 
country with respect a little bit 
more. People won’t come up 
and do these seasons in reper- 
toire because the attractions 
are not huge.” He went om “I 
think actors are far more re- 
luctant, and particularly when 


people like Alan and Helen re- 
ceive such maulings in the 
press.. I have to say. 

“Some of it was so personal 
it made me really angry. They 
put their careers on the line, 
they do. They don’t need to do 
that we don’t need to do it. We 
do it because we love it.” 

Leading Article, 
Review, page 3 


Lindsay - The 
Critics' View 


"It’s 0 performance 
chat revels in the 
Machiavellian monarch's 
sheer outrageousness and 
capacity for limping rings 
round everybody." 

- Paul T^lor, 
The Independent 

"Indeed, with his north 
country vowels, shy 
smi/es and faintly camp 
manner. Lindsay often put 
me bizarrely in mind of 
Alan Bennett reading the 
role of Heyore on Jack- 
anory." 

- Charles Spencer, 
The Dally Telegraph 

“He catches the mock- 
ery and self-mockery, the 
bitterness, rhe aggro and. 
above all. the confidence 
of a man in absolute con- 
trol of his fearsome des- 
tiny." 

- Benedict Nightingale, 
The Times 

"Lindsay is one of 
those actors who can 
command a large audi- 
ence with the 
whites of his eyes, or a 
slight pursing of his 
mouth, and here he rakes 
over the stage at once 
like a natural conqueror. 
{But] Lindsay's verse- 
speaking becomes un- 
even..." 

- John Peter; 

The Sunday Times 

"At any moment 1 half 
expected him to cry 'Hello 
Missus’." 

- Michael Billing ton. 

The Guardian 
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Futuristic V&A plan 
likely to be rejected 


A CONTROVERSIAL desi gn for 
an extension to toe Victoria and 
Albert Museum, which has 
been described variously as a 
potential “icon like the Eiffel 
Tower and the Guggenheim in 
Bilbao” and a “spiral of crum- 
pled boxes”, appears doomed, 
as the prqject is likely to be re- 
fused planning pennisrion. 

The museum wants to sand- 
wich a futuristic building, Hie 
Spiral, between its Victorian 
galleries in Kensington, but 
toe council's planning officials 
recommended yesterday that 
permission be refused at next 
Monday’s committee meeting. 
They claim toe building, dtT 
signed by the avant-garde ar- 
chitect Daniel labesfifod, is too 
large for the site. 

Hie extension is part of a 
£75m prqject to provide extra 
gallery space at the museum, 
but it has attracted support and 


BY KATE WATSON-SMTTH 

opposition in equal measure 
ever since the design was un- 
veiled two years ago. 

Hie seven-storey building 
was designed to sit between the 
museum’s Henry Cole Wing 
and the Astern Webb site in 
south Kensington. The archi- 
tect hasdescribed it as “a geo- 
metric spiral", faced with tiles 
which, higher up, would give 
way to glass panels. Lifts would 
scale the building’s exterior 
and if would house galleries and 
an education centre. 

Sir Jocelyn Stevens, the 
firman nf English Heritage, 
said: “It will be a tragedy and 
a wasted opportunity if it is 
turned down. A building can 
change the whole perception of 
a town. The Sydney Opera 
House changed Australia and 
this budding is as important” 


Gwyn Mfles, head of major 
projects at the V&A, said she 
was very disappointed with toe 
council's recommendation but 
was confident that the museum 
would win any appeal. “This is 
a building that the V & A needs 
for its contemporary art, craft 
and design. But it wiD also be 
a centre for London and toe 
country," she said. 

But many local residents 
are opposed to the extension- A 
spokesman for tbeCbelseaSo- 
riety said the building was de- 
liberately designed to shock 
and “Exhibition Road is not the 
Bilbao waterfront”. 

Carol Seymour-Newton, of 
the Knigbtsbridge Association, 
said toe development lacked 
“dignity and grace”. 

A sp o k esman for Kensington 
and Chelsea Council said it 
had received 22 letters of ob- 
jection and 20 of support 
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An awful lot of beef over bananas, Bills, and pork barrels 



A FEW DAYS ago, the House of Com- 
mons was assured that the armed 
forces were doing their bit to chew 
Britain out of the beef oisis. At bar- 
racks throughout the land, mem- 
bers were told, British beef was on 
the menu and steady progress was 

being matte ethnically to cleanse the 

outsourcing of pork products. 

%sterdav; the Opposition asked 
the Agriculture Minister, Nick 
Brown, to enlist the side and the old 
in this masticatory campaign to 
save the natron's bacon. Would hos- 
pitals also be required to adjust 
their tenders to help the British pig 
industry out of its current dismal 
wallow? As a consumer of pig meat 


himself, Mr Brown replied, he 
would advise all consumers to look 
for a Union flag before handing over 
their cash. 

They were talking about diet in 

the House of Lords too, relatively 

innocuously at first, with a brief ex- 
change of views about the 
Caribbean hanana industry, cur- 
rently the subject of a charitable in- 
tervention fay the European Union 
and a very uncharitable retaliation 
from the United States, which has 
its own banana republics to defend. 
This was very shortsighted, sug- 
gested Baroness Williams, since the 
only agricultural alternative to this 
innocuous fruit were cash crops 


that the United States government 

fifees a great deal less: “Yfes, we have THE SKETCH 

no bananas" they would soon be 
singing to a calypso St, “there’s only 
cocaine today.” 

The more serious dietary ques- 
tion, though, related to the Gov- 
ernment’s proposals to ram 
Mfllbank-approved candidates 
down the throats of local con- 
stituencies, by means of the feed- THf^U AC 

ing funnel known as the dosed list 1 llVJlViAo 

system. The Lords were debating, SUTCLIFFE 

for the fourth time, an amendment 

to the European Elections Bill 

which would replace this tmpopu- irony in the spectacle of an en 
lar device with an open list alter- ly unelected chamber; man: 
native. There was a certain rich whose members one their presi 



irony in the spectacle of an entire- 
ly unelected chamber; many of 
whose members owe their presence 


to aeddent offaarth atone, taking the 
moral high ground in a question of 
electoral p roce dur e. Indeed tins 
paradox forms a large pfankof the 
Government's argument in defence 
of its proposal. The only plank, in 
truth, since all the others are too 
rotten to efisplay in puhEc. 

It is a mark of their embarrass- 
ment over this issue that Lord 
Macksy was able to make his open- 
ing speech supporting the motion, 
citing only Labour MPs and MBPS 
andanartide from The Mtrror. The 
dosed list was a threat to the gen- 
uine BHkpendence of MPs. he sug- 
gested, who would find themselves 
beholden not to local constfruents 


butto senior party cranage's, who 
could then use their powers to 

bully the recalcitrant into silence. 

As if to illustrate his argument 
B ynn^gs Jay then tried to rule 

against Lord Shore, when he found 

himself rising from his seat at the 
same time as another L a bour peer. 
But on this occasion, at least, the 

independent spirit prevailed, as- 
sisted by an mdignant hubbub from 

Italy peers. This was a simple mat- 
ter; Lord Shore explained, of “the 
electorate versus the seteetorate". 
He would keep faith with the forms: 

Even those who supported the 
Government couldn’t muster a 
moral argument between them - 


the first two speeches to urge peers 
to reject the amendment were at 


the dosed list system was quite 
wrong, and that only thrirbefief in foe 
supremacy of toe elected chamber 
had overcome their misgivings. 
“How maiy hmes can we ask them 
to think again?" said Lord Barnett 


quiteq^cl^atleastoneinaretbw, 
though tbatworit alter tbeendresuft. 

Whips will cradcin the Commons 
and as Lord Russell had warned 
eariier, toe party managers w31 got 
their pork barrels. At least he can 
take comfort in the fact that it wffi 
be British pork that fills them. ■ 


Peers defiant 
over Europe 
candidates 


THE HOUSE of Lords was on a 
constitutional collision course 
wito toe Government yesterday 
when peers voted for the third 
time to extend voter choice in 
next year's Euro elections. 

A cross-party alliance of 
peers defeated the Govern- 
ment by 237 to 194, a majority 
of 43, raising the prospect that 
it might lose the European 
Parliamentary Elections Bill 

Ministers are insisting on a 
“closed-fist 7 ' system of propor- 
tional representation under 
which voters back parties 
rather than candidates, but the 
Lords have argued that con- 
centrating power in the hands 
of the centralised party ma- 
chine would be undemocratic- 

The Government must now 
find a compromise before next 
Thursday's prorogation to per- 
suade peers to end their “par- 
liamentary ping-pong" before 
the session ends and the Bill is 
lost It has already offered to 
review the system after next 
year’s poll. 

The Commons has twice 
reversed Lords rulings on the 
issue, despite strong reserva- 
tions among some senior 


By Sabah Schaefer 

Labour backbenchers about 
party control over dosed lists. 
Earlier this week, Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary accused 
Tory hereditary peers of 
opposing the “elected will" of 
the Commons, indicating that 
it would strengthen the 
Government's determination 
to scrap their voting rights. 

Summing up after a heated 
debate, Rime Office Minister of 
State Lord Williams of Mostyn 
insisted that the Government 
would stand fast on the issue. 
“We shall use every means at 
our disposal to ensure that the 
clearly expressed will of the 
elected House is carried 
through and put into effect” 

He said the House had dis- 
charged its duty as a revising 
chamber; not once, but twice, 
and should now back down. 
But Tory spokesman Lord 
MacKay of Ardbrecknish said 
there was still time to ask the 

Government to think again and 

to find a compromise which 
would accommodate its critics. 

Lord MacKay said the 


promise of a review did not 
satisfy the Lords’ demand for 
the June poll to be held on an 
'open-hsf system. 

After the historic defeat, 
Tory leader William Hague re- 
jected that hereditary peers 
were to blame for “wrecking the 
Bill”. “If the Government foils, 
dorft blame the House of Lards. 
It is time to stop an undemoc- 
ratic decision that denies the 
voter a choice of candidate. " 

Former leader of the Lords, 
Lord Richard, warned peers 
that they were threatening the 

m n rf i bitinnfll relation chip with 

the Commons. 

During the debate, Labour 
peer Lord Shore of Stepney 
dismissed suggestions that this 
was a dash between the Com- 
mons and the Lords. “It is not 
democracy versus autocracy... 
It is about open lists against 
dosed lists,” he said. 

Earl - Russell, a Liberal 
Democrat peer, rejected 
Government claims that It 
would lose the Bin because of 
lack of the tight legislative 
schedule, saying there was 
still enough time for a com- 
promise. 









The actor Simon Callow (right) joins the cast of the Royal Opera House singing The Slaves Chorus’ from Nairacco as they {Resented a 
15,000-sjgnatnre petition to Downing Street asking for more government subsidies to stop a temporary closure next year Mark Chilvers 

Corrupt MPs ‘should be 
stripped of immunity’ 
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CORR UPT Bffs should be 
shipped of tbefr Immunity from 
facing criminal charges in toe 
courts, a Westminster watch- 
dog said yesterday. 

Sir Gordon Downes Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for 
Standards, increased pressure 
on the Government to change 
the law concerning MPs who 
get involved in bribery or cor- 
ruption. “If, as seems likely 
bribery or corruption were 
made a criminal offence ap- 
plying to members, I believe 
such cases should be tried in 
the courts,” he said. 

MPs cannot be charged with 
criminal offences of bribery or 
corruption because in the past 
toe House of Commons has 
taken fee view that it should dis- 
cipline members itsel£ It is 
also difficult to try MPs because 


Questions 

and 

Answers 

Under-age vice 

THE GOVERNMENT will 
keep firm its powers to 
prosecute people under 16 
for prostitution offences, 
toe Solicitor-General said 
during questions. 

Naval interests 

THE ROYAL Navy will set 
up a new association for 
the service’s families to 
look after their interests, 
Doug Henderson, the 

Armed Forces Minister; 

told the Commons. 


By Fran Abrams 
W estminster Correspondent 

their deeds and words in the 
Commons are privileged and 
cannot be used in a case 
against them. Nowit seems toe 
Government may have to re- 
form the system. * 

A committee headed by 
Lord Nicholls of Birkenhead is 
due to report an the issue in toe 
new yean A&rthei; broader of- 
fence of “misuse of public of- 
fice" has also been mooted. 

to a report marking Us re- 
tirement after three years in 
the job, Sr Gordon said toe cur- 
rent system could foil foul of 
new human rights legislation 
because it does not allow MPs 
representation or a right of ap- 
peal A committee of MPs can 


censure a member require an 
apology, impose a suspension 
or even expel him in severe 
cases without redress MPs 
who have been disciplined 
could take the Government to 
foe European Court of Human 
Rights under toe new Human 
Rights Act 

Sir Gordon added that an in- 
dependent, non-political panel 
should be set up to deal with ap- 
peals from the internal jariia- 
mentary discipline procedures. 

Last year Ann Widdecombe, 
now Conservative health 
spoils m an, resigned from the 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee because she felt the for- 
mer Tatton MP Neil Hamilton 
had been unfairly treated. 

Sir Gordon found that Mr 
Hamilton had taken cash from 
Mohamed Al Fayed in return 


Speaker attacked 
over threat to Iraq 


for lobbying services - a charge 
which Mr Hamilton strongly de- 
nied. He was notable to appeal 
against the decision. Ybsterday 
Miss Widdecombe welcomed 
Sir Gordon’s call for change. 

T tifink it is iniquitous that 
there is no right of appeal to an 
independent body at foe mo- 
ment, and Ned Hamilton was 
cau^d in that trap. I know of no 
other court in the land where . 
you don’t have an appeal,” she 
said. She also welcomed the 
move to introduce a new crim- 
inal offence 

However; Sir Gordon's report 
said the case against Mr Hamil- 
ton had been proved. 

“The findings were sup^ 
ported by evidence,” he wrote. 
“Without additional evidence 
there were rrogroumfe for a fa- 
ther appeal" 

The House 



e-business tools 


Euro option 

BY AUTUMN 2000 the 
Government wfll make 
available toe option for 
payments of market 
support measures in 
euros which would cover 
payments such as export 
refunds and intervention 
payments, Nick Brown, 
Agriculture Minister; said. 


THE SPEAKER, Betty 
Bootoroyd. was criticised by 
Tam DatyeH, the Labour MRfor 

refusing to allow an emergency 

Commons statement on Iraq 
before the threat of British and 
US forces going into action. 

The veteran Labour back- 
benchei; who recen dy r eturn ed 
from Baghdad, protested that 
the Speaker had allowed an 
emergency statement to be 
made on scare stories about 
CJD but she had turned down' 
his request for a minister to 
make a statement on possible 
attacks on Iraq. 

Mr DatyelPs colleague, Itany 
Berm , accused toe Government 
of by-passing toe supremacy of 
Parliament by endorsing, m 
Cabinet, the use of force against 
Baghdad without referring it to 
the Commons. • 

Mr Benn also led protests by 
furious Labour backbenchers 
over talks with toe liberal De- 
mocrats on widercooperation, 
and accused toe Prime Minis- 
ter of “skfe4ming"Partiainei^ 

“The relations between two 
political parties in this House 


By COLIN BROWN 
Chief Political Correspondent 

are not a private matter be- 
tween two leaders, but concern 

the relationship between toe 
legislature and the executive," 
said Mr Benn. He asked 
whether Labour MPs would 
be able to table Parliamentary 
questions to Mr Ashdown as 
foey tod to the Prime Minister: 

Gordon Prentice, the Labour 

MP for Pendle, angrily told 
Margaret Beckett, the Leader 
of the House, that there had 

been no discussions about the 

Lib-Lab pact within toe Par- 
liamentary Labour Party. 

Mr Prentice said- “I take it 
as a great relief that there are 
gang to be no appointments of 
Liberal Democrats to Cabinet 
sub-committees.” 

Mrs Beckett replied: “The 
fact is, it is sensible and mature 
politics to take forward i/foa s 

with those where there is com- 
mon ground tout] there are 

very many issues where we do. 

indeed, disagree,” 


mi 


Food safety ” 

there has not been arty 
“backdoor pressure 9 from 
the food industry to shelve - 
plans for an independent 
Ftaod Standards Agency 
the deputy Agriculture . 
minister; Jeff Rookei; 
insisted. 

Today 

Lords: Civil procedure 
(Modification of - -- 
Enactments) Order, Legal 
Advice and Assistanc e 
(Scope) ( Amendm ent) 
Regulations; Education 1 
(Grammar School Ballots) , 
Regulations; Social - j 
Security (New Deal Pifot) • 


Out (functions in Rdatiop 
to Insurance) Order, Mod 


Levy (\hriafion) Scheme 
(Confirmation) Order. . . 
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Grammar school ballots ‘are unfair’ 


PARENTS FROM the poorest 


- win oe ais- 

“franchised in ballots on the 
future of grammar schools, ac- 
cording to new evidence. 
Local authorities argue ffiaf 

new rules giving parents a vote 
on the IBBremamhar g rammar 
schools to be debated in the 
House of Lords today are un- 
fen* and undemocratic. 

Anti-selection campaigners 
say the rules are “either a 
cock-up or a conspiracy to en- 


By Judith judd 
Education Editor 


sure grammar schools contin- 
ue'’. Ministers say they are the 
only way to resolve a highly con- 
tentious issue. 

In areas where there are just 

one or two grammar school s 

and the m^qorify of children go 

to comprehensives, only par- 
ents at schools that have sect 
at least five children there over 
thepastthreeyears will receive 


votes. AQ parents in places 
where there is a network of 
grammar schools will have 
votes. 

A survey carried out for 

r rialf* wtur yjl iw wab that 

parents at 26 of the 83 schools 
would have no vote, including 
half Halifax’s Asian pri mary 
school parents and two-thirds 
cf those from schods that serve 
The Ridings comprehensive, 
the former failing school 
By contrast; parents from 


two private schools and two 
schools outside the area would 
have a say. David Belliwel], a 
businessman and former 
Labour councillor who carried 
out the survey, examined how 
many children had been ad- 
mitted to the two grammar 
schools from each primary 
school in the past three years. 

■"This is not about education, 

it is about democracy and a drift 
to a new fascism,” he said. “I 
am a Labour Party member but 


the Government is disenfran- 
chising the very people it is sup- 
posed torepresent Asians and 
poor whites are left out while 
middle-class dissenters from 
state education along with par- 
ents from pushy schools else- 
where are included." 

He pointed oat that as many 
as one-fifth of children at the 
disqualified schools were tak- 
ing the entrance test for the 
grammar schools though few 
were successful In its sob- 


mission to the Government, 
Cumbria County Council ar- 
gues that parents is the smaQ- 
est primary schools will be 
disenfranchised because they 

have cmly two or three pupOs in 
each year group. “This is fflog- 
icaVitsays. 

David MDams, the coundTs 
deputy director of education, 
said: “The grammar school in 
Penrith has the largest catch- 
ment area in England. Ewe or 

six of the 20 primary schools it 


serves have only20 or 30 pt^jOs. 
They are deariy feeder schools 
but it is quite possible their par- 
ents won’t have a vote." 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment for Education said 
there was no question of the 
rules bang designed to help ra- 
ther sigipartere or opponents of 
grammar schools. 

“There are strong views on 
both sides,” she said. “We had 
to reach a conclusion which we 
felt was the most workable. 



Fish-eating 

dinosaur 

discovered 


SCIENTISTS HAVE discovered 
a species of dinosaur that was 
armed with a pair of thumb 
daws the size and shape erf 
giant meathoohs. It was one of 
the Largest carnivores to stalk 
the land. 

An almost complete skeleton 
of the fish-eating rimnsmiirhag 
been found in fossa beds of the 
Tenere Desert in central Nigec 
The fossa shows the living an- 
imal must have rivalled the 
largest carnivore. Tyran- 
nosaurus rex, in size and fe- 
rocity. The new species is 
identified as a member of a 
group of pisdvnres, the spm- 
osauxids, which had Long nar- 


By Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 

row jaws studded with cone- 
shaped teeth and a sail-like fin 

running down their backs. 

Sudumimtis tenerensis, 
named after its crocodile-like 
skull and the place where it was 
found, stood oo its hind legs and 
was about 36ft long. An aver- 
age-sized man would have 
stood at the level of the di- 
nosaur's thigh. 

A narrow snout might have 
allowed the dinosaur to swim 
fester through water and its 
pointed, cone-shaped teeth 
would have enabled it to pierce 



Hie dinosaim skeleton, ansoed with thumb daws (above), which was unearthed in Niger (top left) G€07yeStemrnetz/National Geographic Soci ety 


and grasp its prey rather than 
slice it - just as a crocodile’s 
teeth are for holding rather 
than chewing and killing. 

Oliver Sauhut, a postgrad- 
uate student from the Univer- 
sity of Bristol who was part of 
the research team, said: “Vfe. 
don't really know how it lived, 
but the suggestion is that it ate 
fish, which is very possible. 

“The largest daw we found 
measured l£n along the outer 


curve: They look like very nice 
weapons, and the fore fimbs are 
very strong. They're just too 
powerful for fishing . Impossi- 
ble they were used for hunting 
sEghtty larger prey or sficmgup 
carcasses." 

The team leaden Paul 
Serena, a palaeontologist at 
the University of Chicago, who 
describes the dinosau r in this 
week’s Science journal, sad the 
dh c o v er y fa (VVk Of moat sig- 


nificant in the work landing to 
understanding how dinosaurs 
spread around the world. 

The dinosaur was found in 
a region that was covered by 
swampy forests in the Creta- 
ceous period, about 120 mOfion 
years ago, when Africa and 

Souto America were merged in 

a single continent, Gondwana- 
land, separated from a giant 
northern continent, Lanrasia, 
by the ancient Tetfryan s ea way 


“TOb bad been looking for re- 
ally excellent fossils, not just of 
dinosaurs but of other organ- 
isms as wefl. This finding will 
add significant information to 
the idea that there was traffic 
across the Ttethys seaway dur- 
ing the Cretaceous period Rfe 
are trying to understand evo- 
lution in a fragmenting world," 
Professor Sereno said. 

Spinosaurids are members 
of the same two-legged family 


of dinosaurs, the theropods, that 
included Velociraptor arid T 
rex. One of its closest relatives 
was Baryonyx, a fish-eating di- 
nosaur living in the region that 
is now northern Europe. 

SuchomlmuB appears to be 
mrae ctose^yrefeted to Baryonyx 

B«intftitgg rtliiiii i‘ yinftSBiiri ite 

found in Egypt and BrazQ, sug- 
gesting there may have been 
maws mo v ement of dinosaur s 
from the north to the south. 


consistent and fair We are try- 
ing to give parents choices 
where this is at all posable." 

Baroness Blatch, the Con- 
servatives’ education spokes- 
woman in the Lords, said she 
feared that all grammar 
schools were in danger. 

“There is absolutely no logic 
in the voting arrangements." 
die said. “Parents of children 
in grammar schools should 
have a vote as well as those in 
feeder schools." 


Prisoner 
appeals 
in fight 
for baby 

by Louise Juki' 


A WOMAN inmate was unfairly 
and unlawfully denied a place 
in a special prison unit for 
mothers and babies, a court 
heard yesterday. 

In a test case for female pris- 
oners with babies, Richard Gor- 
don QC told the Court of Appeal 
in London the interests of the 
dnld had been totally forgotten 
when the ban was made. 

If the prison’s ruling is up- 
held, the mother aud newborn 
child will be separated when 
they leave hospital and return 
to Holloway Prison in London. 

Mr Gordon said the prison's 
criteria and procedures for ad- 
mission to the mother and baby 

unit represented a “complete 
misunderstanding of the Chil- 
dren Act" and were unlawful 

The 24-year-old mother, a 
university undergraduate who 
cannot be named for legal rea- 
sons, gave birth in hospital last 
week as lawyers launched their 
fight to challenge the ban, which 
was recommended by an ad- 
missions board and approved by 
the prison governor, Mike 
Sheldrick. At a judicial review 
into the decision yesterday, Mr 
Gordon said the mother, who is 
serving five years, was denied 
a fair hearing before die board. 

The case continues. 
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Climate conference: Scientists tell how high sea temperatures are literally cooking life in delicate eco-systems 


World’s coral reefs dying 


BY Michael McCarthy 
E nvironment Correspondent 
m Buenos Aires 

VAST SWATHS of the world's 
coral reefs, vital for fishing and 

tourism, have been tailed fcw the 
unprecedented high tempera- 
tures of 1998, the hottest year 
on record, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

In the Indian Ocean, the 
western Pacific around the 
Philippines and Indonesia, and 
the eastern Pacific around the 
Galapagos Islands, most of the 
corals have died, leading coral 
reef scientists announced. 

All areas of the world except 
the central Pacific had been af- 
fected, they said, and in many 

places more than 90 per cent of 
the corals had been ki tted , by 
sea temperatures up to 2 AC 
hotter than nor mal . The 
Caribbean is being affected at 
the moment 

■“Reefs are living at the edge 
of being cooked,” said Don 
McAHistea; a Canadian coral sci- 
entist with the World Conser- 
vation Union, the international 
umbrella body for wildlife. 

“In almost every region of 
the world, 1998 got too hot for 

corals to live normally;' " said TV 

Thomas Goreau, an American 
scientist who heads the main 
international network reporting 
on coral reef conditions. 

“AH previous human-induced 
coral reef destruction pales 
beside what temperature has 
done this yean" 

ft was an unprecedented 
natural disaster, he said “This 
year temperature has killed 
more corals than anything has 
ever done. The world's ree& will 
only be saved if global warming 
is stopped cold, now. Not in 10 
years, but now." 

If it happens, the disap- 
pearance of coral reefs will be 
the first catastrophic global 
impact of climate change. 

Coral reefe form the world’s 
richest ecosystem. They also 
underpin tourism, in more than 
100 countries, thought to be 
worth $500bn (ESOObn) a year, 
providing their wildlife, coastal 
protection and ail the soft white 
sand of tropical beadles. 

The death of unprecedented 
quantities of coral was an- 
nounced at the world conser- 
vation union in Buenos Aires, 
where ministers from 180 coun- 
tries, including Britain, are 
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A scuba diver swimming among the soft coral ‘Dendronephthya’; coral reefs form the Earth’s richest ecosystems, but many are dying Gory BeUi Planet Earth Pictures 


trying to take forward last 
year’s Kyoto Treaty on climate 
change. 

The corals have been killed 
by bleaching - a process in 
which they turn white when 
high temperatures drive out the 


microscopic algae that provide 
food for the coral animals, and 
give than their colour 

Corals can survive only 
short periods of bleaching and 
in many areas of the world it 
had proved fatal. Dr Goreau 


said. New analyses of satellite 
measurements of sea-surface 
temperatures had shown that 
corals begin to die if tempera- 
tures rise just one degree Cel- 
sius above normal for two 
months, or two degrees for 


one month, nri ^ fhfe had be** w 
exceeded in huge areas of the 
world this yean 
The Indian Ocean was the 
worst hit, with most of its corals 
dying. 

“We have lost reefs before. 


but never a whole ocean," Dr 
McAllister said. 

The Red Sea and the Gulf 
had suffered ha (fly, as had all of 
South-east Asia from Vietnam 
down through the Philippines 
to Indonesia, although Aus- 


A world Of Riches From Corals Under the Sea 


■ Corals grow in the Indian 
! Ocean, the western Pacific 

around the Philippines and 
Indonesia and the eastern 
Pacific around the 
Galipagos Islands 

■ They form the sea’s 
richest ecosystem, holding 
25 per cent of the world’s 
marine fish species in less 
than 6.3 per cent of the 
ocean’s area. They are ' - ■ 


thought to provide more 
than 1 0 per cent of the 
world’s annual fish catch of 
89 million tonnes. 

■ From 0.3 per cent of the 
ocean’s surface they 
officially provide six million 
tonnes of the world's 
annual 89-miilion-tonne fish 
catch, and -the true .total' '• 
could be over If) million . 
tonnes. 


■ Corals are 80 times richer 
in fish than the rest of the 
sea and the total number of 
known species of fish, 
animals, plants and micro 
organisms they contain Is 
93,000. There may be a . 
million species unknown to 
science. 

M The reefs give 
employment to between 
nine and ten million small- 


scale fishermen, but are 
also important for the 
tourist industry of more 
than 100 countries, 
estimated to be worth 
$500bn. 

■ The main causes of death 
are sewage dumped In the 
sea. sediment caused by 
deforestation, or 
overheating. Corals “bleach" 
under heat stress - they 


cum white as the 
microscopic algae that 
provide their food and pink 
colouring are expelled. They 
are alive but starving. If the 
bleaching continues for any 
length of time, they die. 

■ In many places. 90 per 
cent of corals have been 
killed by temperatures of 
up to 2.AC hotter than 
usual. 


tralia’s Great Barrier Reef had 
escaped the worst effects. 

Northern hemisphere coral 
reefe such as those in the 
Caribbean are being affected at 
the moment “Coral reefe are 
the most sensitive ecosystem of 
all to temperature increase. 
They are like the canary in the 
mine." Dr Goreau said. 

“They are the first ecosys- 
tem that will go and right now 
they can’t take any - any - more 
warming.” 

This year is already certain 
to be the hottest in the official 
150-year global temperature 
record. But British scientists, 
who, as revealed in The Inde- 
pendent two weeks ago, have 
reconstructed the temperature 
peaks Of the last wiiltennhim 
believe it will be the hottest for 
1,000 years. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


Opec’s 

giants 

demand 

pay-back 

By Michael McCarthy 


OIL-EXPORTING countries 
appealed yesterday to be com- 
pensated if the world burns less 
of their fuel in the fight against 
global warming. 

The move by Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Venezuela angered 
delegates and environmental- 
ists at the conference in 
Buenos Aires that is trying to 
take forward last year's Kyoto 
agreement on climate change. 

Ministers from mure than ISO 
countries begun a three-efay ne- 
gotiating session to draw up the 
rules under which the indus- 
trialised world can meet its 
various targets to reduce green- 
house gas emissions, and to fold 
ways in which poorer, develop- 
ing countries can be brought 
into the process. 

America, the world's biggest 
emitter of the gases, wants to 
meet its target largely by buy- 
ing up “pollution surpluses" 
from other countries. Poorer na- 
tions hare said the}' will not join 
the process; the US has said it 
will not ratify the Kyoto treaty 
until the poorer countries give 
commitments of their own. 

The Opec nations insisted 
that compensation planned for 
poorer nations for climate 
change impacts, such as sea 
level rise and droughts, should 
be widened to indude their 
own potential loss of revenue. 

In particular they sought 
their own share of a new green 
fond, the Clean Development 
Mechanism, which will enable 
rich countries to help poorer 
ones with energy-efficiency 
projects, and then take credit 
for the greenhouse gas emis- 
sions that have been saved 

Developing countries who 
might benefit from the fund 
were angered by the Opec move. 

Edward Lowassa, Tanzania's 
environment and poverty alle- 
viation minister denounced it as 
“economic warfare". 
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Manx police 
dig on moor 
for bodies 


A protester from the campaigning group CAP Alliance demonstrating outside the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Fbod in Whitehall 
yesterday, at the end of a nationwide tour to put pressure on the Government for reforms to the Common Agricultural Policy Tom PUston 



100KING FOR UNBEATABLE VALUE THIS WEEKEND? 


POLICE WERE digging for bod- 
ies believed to be bidden in 
moorland on the Isle of Man 
yesterday as part of an 
investigation into a series of 
suspicious deaths. 

Detectives are also re-ox- 

w m inin g Arams nf rases that in- 
volved sudden or suspicious 
deaths on the island. 

Police searched moorland 
at Mull Hill, near Cregneish, in 

the south of the island. They 
fear several bodies may be 
buried there. They have also 
contacted the families of two 
middle-aged men who went 

mi aging on the island 

Detectives have also re- 
opened the investigation into 
ite only unsolved minder an die 
island, that of Marjorie Ashton, 
a pensioner found strangled at 
her home in Ballasalla in May 
1996. 

As part of the same inquiry 
Lancashire police are re- 
examining files on fetal fires in 
the Blackpool area that have oc- 
curred in the past two years - 
up to 10 deaths are believed to 
have been caused by arson. 

As part of the joint inquiry 
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by Jason bennetto 

C rime Correspondent 

the Marne and Lancashire 
forces have appealed for infor- 
mation about more than 100 
pieces of stolen jewellery that 
have been recovered. Detec- 
tives believe the gems, includ- 
ing necklaces, brooches and 
rings, may have been stolen 
during burglaries on the is- 
land and in Blackpool. 

The fresh investigations 
came as a result of police in- 
quiries into the deaths of an el- 
derly couple found at their 
home in Blackpool. 

Detectives have liaised with 
officers on the Isle of Man who 
have opened a murder incident 
room at their headquarters in 
the capital of Douglas. 

A spokesman for the Isle of 
Man police said: “A number of 
local deaths are now being re- 
examined Includin g that of Mar- 
jorie Ashton. Same other deaths 
are also being very closely re- 
examined and these inquiries 
are likely to take some time.* 1 

The spokesman said that al- 
though officers intended to ex- 


amine dozens of files of sud&s^ 
deaths for dues, only a *hAai- 
ful" were believed to 
suspicious. . - 

This is a dose community 
on the island and we do not 
want to panic or frighten peo- ' 
pie.” he said. . . 

A spokesman lor Lancashire 

police added: “We are looking" 
at unexplained fires in Black- 
pool in which people died." ' 
A man appeared befbrc- 
Blackpool magistrates on Mon- 
day. charged with the death of- 
Dorothy Harris, 68, wlio died in 
a house fire in Ballasalla on the 
Isle of Man in February 1996. 

Earlier this month, the same 
man was charged with the mur- 
ders of Eric Boardman, 76, and 
wife. Joan. 74. who were found 
dead at their home in Bispham 
in Blackpool. 

He is also charged with 
killing Jemiraah Cargill, 75, 
who died in a house fire in 
Blackpool on 2 October. 

The suspect, who moved to 
Blackpool from the isle of Man 
two years ago, is to appear be- 
fore magistrates in the town 
again on 17 November. 


Alcohol worse 
than cannabis 
says ‘Lancet’ 


cannabis IS less harmful to 
health than alcohol or tobacco, 
the medical journal Thebcmcet 
says today. 

Endorsement of the rela- 
tive safety of the recreational 
dnjgfromapte^igfcSgrftMfic^' ' 
source will increase pressure, 
on ministers to relax the legzjf 
barton cannabis. 1 

This week a select commit- 
tee of the House of Lords urged 
that prescription of cannabis, 
and Its derivatives, by doctors 
should be permitted for some 
patients, such as those suffer- 
ing multiple sclerosis, whom it 
has been shown to help. The 
Government rejected the 
Lords' advice on the grounds 
that clinical trials have not 

been done. It was backed by the 

British Medical Association, 
which said crude cannabis was 
not a suitable medidnal prod- 
uct because it contained toxic 
in gr edients, including tar 

The Lancet says in an edi- 
torial that patients are entitled 
to advice on the Hkefy dangers 
of cannabis use. These include 
the risk of accidents when in- 
toxicated, irritation of the hings, 
dependence with daily use and 
subtle cognitive impairment 
with long-term use. However, 
compared to the damage 
wreaked by alcohol and tobac- 
co, these dangers are not ex- 
cessive. “It would be 
reasonable to judge cannabis 


by Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 


less of a threat to health than 
alcohol or tobacco, products 
that in many countries are not 
only tolerated and advertised 
but are also a useful source of 
lax revenue." 

A separate review article in 
the journal quotes the Nation- 
al Drug and Alcohol Research 
Centre in Sydney Australia, 
which says most cannabis 
users stop in their mid to late 
20s and few use it daily for 
years. 

In its editorial, the journal 
says the debate about whether 
cannabis should be legalised for 
recreational use is complicat- 
ing scientific assessment of 
the therapeutic effects of 
cannabinoids, the drug’s active 
constituents. 

The desire to take mood- 
altering substances is an en- 
during feature of human soci- 
eties worldwide and even the 
most draconian legislation has 
failed to extinguish this desire 
... this should be borne in mind 
by social legislators.” 

It concludes: “On the med- 
ical evidence available, mod- 
erate indulgence in cannabis 
has little effect on health, and 
decisions to ban or to legalise 
cannabis should be based on 
other considerations." 


In brief 

Pinochet awaits Law Lords ruling 

GENERAL augusto Pinochet must wait to learn whether 
he will be freed from the threat of extradition from the UK 
to Spain to face trial on allegations of genocide, terrorism 
a nd tort ure. The House of Lords reserved judgment on a 
Crown Prosecution Service appeal, on behalf of the 
Spanish authorities, against a High Court ruling quashing 
the former Chilean dictator's arrest on the grounds that 
he enjoyed sovereign immunity. The Law Lords gave no 
indication as to when they will hand down their ruling 

Impostor jailed for kidnapping boy 

A man who posed as a policeman to try to kidnap a 

pyjama-eiad boy from a tent in a back garden in August 
was jaded for three years yesterday. Alex Morris. 29, 
a^odoned the mne-year-old after a 25-minute high-speed 
dnva The bqy then ran off and fell asleep, unharmed, foa 
Marty garden. Judge David Ticehurst told Morris at Thiro 
Crown Court he regarded him as a danger to the public. 

Ninth body exhumed in GP case 

the body <rfa ninth woman was exhumed yesterday by 
pohee investigating Harold Shipman, the GP abused of 

fewhours BtoDr Shipman, 52, was charged with two more 
murders. The GR who ran a sole practice hi Hyde, speared 
before magistrates m Ashton-under-I^ne wfaerehe^T^ 
accusrfotmurienaglyy Lomas, 

DNA tests for boy missing on Kbs 

sssi 8 ^ jl ** ssr 

boy who looks similar to Ben. The hni^i^K 3 • ha ^ f - 
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The 18th-century journal in which Harrison documented ins battle with the Board of Longitude Neville Elder 


For sale: Life 
and times of 
‘Longitude’ 
clockmaker 


Now even the rail 
timetable is late 


THOUSANDS OF train passen- 
gers are unable to book their 
journeys over Christinas and 
the new year because of the fig- 
ure of the rail industry to bring 
out festive schedules ia time. 

Railtrack and the 25 pas- 
senger train companies face the 
threat of a fine from the Office 
of the Rail Regulator unless 
they sort out the timetables 
within two weeks. John Swift, 
the Regulator; said they had 
breached their contractual duty 
to publish schedules in time. 

He has written to th«n de- 
manding a report on the state 
of readiness and if they have not 
solved the problem by 25 No- 
vember, Mr Swift said he would 
consider taking further regu- 
latory action. It would probably 
mean fines. 

Item operators are com- 
mitted to providing train times 
12 weeks ahead. There are now 
six weeks until Christmas Day. 


By Philip Thornton 

Transport Correspondent 

'‘The position has been reached 
where customers on many im- 
portant routes cannot plan or 
book their travel arrangements 
over Christmas,** Mr Swift said. 

“This is unacceptable to roe 
both because passengers are 
not receiving the service they 
are entitled to expect and be- 
cause it may discourage them 
from using the railway alto- 
gether.'* 

The problem relates to 
heavy maintenance wort often 
carried out at quiet periods, 
such as Bank Holidays, which 
means trains have to be re- 
routed or rescheduled. Mr Swift 
was monitoring the way that 
Railtrack and the tram firms 
were dealing with the problem 
but decided to intervene after 
he realised the situation was 
getting worse. 


A spokesman for Railtrack 
said: “Tliere certainly have 
been some problems in sup- 
plying all toe information about 
Christmas services. This is due 
to the very intensive pro- 
gramme of heavy engineering 
work planned to take place 
over Christmas. Long-distance 
journeys have been sorted out, 
and it is only a very small 
amount of local journeys that 
we are still working on." 

Yesterday’s warning from 
the Rail Regulator came as a 
feud was growing between Rail- 
track and the train companies 
over who was to blame for this 
year’s poor performance. 

Mr Swift has publicly re- 
buked Railtrack for its claim 
that the only way to improve 
punctuality was to run fewer 
tr ains . 

RaO track also said that the 
train companies had no incen- 
tive to run trains well, only to 


run more of them. This week 
the train companies fought 
back, with Thameslink accus- 
ing Railtrack of “pontificating', 
while CfaiUern accused Rail' 
track of not providing enough 
capacity as it revealed plans to 
cut a tenth of its peak timetable: 

Railtrack. the train firms 
and the regulators have been 
called in for a "summit" meet- 
ing with John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister; on 26 
November over the dismal 
state of the railways. 

■ Railtrack and two sub- 
contracting companies - GT 
Railway Maintenance Ltd of 
Borehamwood. Hertfordshire, 
and Jarvis Fhstline of Watton At 
Stone. Hertford, - are to be 
prosecuted by the Health and 
Safety Executive after the al- 
leged mis- routing of a high- 
speed train on to the wrong 
track at Kenilworth, Warwick- 
shire, on 23 June 1997. 


EVER SINCE Dava Sobel wrote 
her best-selling novel Longi- 
tude, readers have been fasci- 
nated by the struggles of the 
Yorkshire horolcgist John Har- 
rison to convince the Board of 
Longitude he had solved the 
greatest scientific problem of 
his age. 

His efforts to develop a dock 
that would keep precise time at 
sea, something no clock had 
ever been able to do on land, are 
well documented from the min- 
utes of meetings between Har- 
rison and the board. But the 
clockmakdf's own account of 
what happened has never been 
heard Now hKdiaiyis to be auc- 
tioned fcy Sotheby’s on 17 De- 
cember and is expected to fetch 
upwards of £ 150 , 000 . 

Peter Beal, of Sotheby’s, said 
the diary unquestiooabty be- 
longed to Harrison: “This is bis 
story in his own words, which 
has never been published be- 
fore. I tisa formal record ofhow 
he deserved the prize and of 
everything he went through." 

The quest for a solution to 
the problems of longitude oc- 
cupied scientists for almost 
two centuries. La ckin g the abil- 
ity to measure longitude meant 
that sailors were hteralty lost at 
sea as soon as they lost sight of 
land. In 1714, Barfiament of- 
fered £20,000 to anyone who 
could solve the problem andtoe 
race, which attracted scien- 
tists across Europe, was on. 

Harrison invented a dock 
that would keep the precise 
time at sea so that sailors could 
compare the time in Greenwich 
with the position of the midday 
sun and thus plot their position. 

But bis efforts to claim the 
prize were frustrated at every 
turn and he made several ene- 
mies on the board. The journal, 
penned by Harrison’s lawyer 
Walter WDiams, and annotated 


by Kate Watson-Smyth 


by his son William, (Harrison 
could not write) tells of toe 
often acrimonious meetings. 

After tme such meeting, the 
diary recorded: “The Doctor 
[James Bradley Astronomer 
Royal] seemed very much out 
of temper and in the greatest 
passion told Mr Harrison that 
ifit had not been for him and his 
plaguey Watch Mr [Tobias] 
Mayer and he should have 



John Harrison: Denied 
proper recognition 

shared the Ten thousand 
pounds before now 

After one trial of Ms final 
timepiece, H4, which lost less 
than two raioutesia fire mo nt hs 
at sea, Harrison should have 
been abte to daim his prize. But 
the board continned to question 

him. He stormed out of one 
me eting declaring “so long as 
he had a drop of English blood 
in his Body he would not com- 
ptywith their Resolutions with- 
out they would explain them”. 

Harrison was eventually 
granted the prizemoney in in- 
stalments but was never ac- 
knowledged as toe women His 
diar y remained in the family 
until 1900. It surfacednearty 70 
years later and has since been 
In private ownership. 


THE RIGHTS OF EVERY MAN 

•The Independent' is publishing dadyea di q fftcW 
Articles of the Umoersai Decforarion ofHyman tugftfs, 
illustrated by Ralph Steadman, to mark its soft an- 
niversary on 10 December. 



Article 6 


Everyone has ^ Fun- 

law. 

^ pamphlet 

Rights is published bj ^dims of Torture, 
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1 FREE CANDY FRIDGE- 

■ FREEZER WORTH £495 


If you spend 
over £4,000 
on any kitchen 
well give you 
this Candy 
Fridge-Freezer 
-worth £495 
absolutely 
Free, or spend 
£2,000 or 
more and 
we'll give it 
to you for 
half-price. 

Plus if you spend £1,000 or more 
on kitchen units, you can get a 









Candy Oven, Hood and Hob set 
worth £415 for only £199. 

m 

m 

PLU 

-Ji: 

i 

_J. 

3 FREE DELIVERY 1 

We'll even plan your 
kitchen with you and deliver it 
free to your home. 

PLU 

J BUY NOW AND PAY 

| NOTHING FOR 6 MONTHS 



- r 


You don't have to 
pay anything For 6 months, 
not even a deposit 3 


EXPERT INSTALLATION SERVICE 


Our installation service offers 
professional fitting for your 
kitchen, including plumbing, gas 
and electricity. 

WRICHTON KITCHENS ARE 
AVAILABLE AT SELECTED HOMEBASE 
STORES. FOR SHOWROOM 
DETAILS TELEPHONE 0645 801 800. 
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Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DON’T LIKE. 



When you have a problem, it’s the most 
natural thing in the world to want to talk it 
through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates another 
problem: who’s the best person to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a close friend. 
But let’s face it, we don’t always choose our 
friends for their amazing powers of tact, diplo- 
macy and discretion. Tel! one person, and you 
may end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able to talk to 
someone in your family. Then again, you may be one 
of the large number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly embarrassing. 

A girlfriend, or boyfriend? If you can, great. 
But sometimes we don’t want to expose our 
weaknesses to those who fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is the very 
problem you want to discuss. 


That’s where The Samaritans can be useful. 
We’re more discreet than your best mate, 
we’ll listen as carefully as your girlfriend or 
boyfriend, and we’re as sympathetic as your 
family. We’re also non-judgemental, unshockable, 
and extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, and 
you can e-mail us on jo@samaritans.org or visit 
our homepage at www.samaritans.org. We’re 
available 24 hours a day, every day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing up the 
walls before you call us - any kind of problem, big 
or small, is a good enough reason to pick up the 
phone. 

Call now. You’ll find we’re remarkably easy 
to talk to. 

The Samaritans 


We’ll go through it with you. 
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UN chief 

* sidelined 

in new 
stand-off 
, with Iraq 


KOFI ANNAN, the United Na- 
tions Secretary-General, cot 
short his trip to northern Africa 
yesterday and boardeda plane. 
It was crisis time again, with the 
United States find Britain once 
more on the brink of blitzing 
Iraq with missiles and bombs. 
But Mr Annan was not bound 
for Baghdad He went home. 

He literally went home, to his 
apartment in the upmarket 
Sutton Place neighbourhood 

ftf Manhattan, nnt. h\TTN hAarj- 

quariers. Because this time, the 
Secretary-General is firmly on 
the sidelines. How different to 
February when he dashed to 
Baghdad for the chat with Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein that 
bought the world a reprieve. 

There is a tedium to this 
cycle of stand-offo with Saddam. 
But since February die picture 
has changed. The way it looked 
last night, any notion of the 
worlds diplomat-in -chief re- 
turning to the banks of the 
Tigris looked unfikety The diplo- 
matic door for the US strike is 
wide open - if it wants to. It is 
not clear whether the weapons 
inspections conducted by the 
UN inspectors. Unseam, wifi 
ever resume, or if Washington 
even wants (hem to. 

The pivotal moment came on 
31 October; the day that Saddam 
announced he was suspending 
all further co-operation with 
Unscom, whose work had been 
at a virtual standstill for weeks 
anyway This had a crucial ef- 
fect it annoyed even the friends 
of Baghdad Fbr the first time 
probably in years, a degree of 
unity was established in the UN 

Security Council. Even Russia 


By David usborne 
in New York 

conceded that Saddam had 
gone too for. 

The depth of that unity 
should not be overstated If 
the bombs fly watch for Russia, 
China and even France to pro- 
nounce their dismay But right 
now, nobody in the council is 
standing up for Saddam. That 
removes a huge obstacle for 
the US and Britain as they 
ponder strikes. 

How, since last ftebruary 
have we arrived at this point? 
A case can be made - and is 
made by some US officials - 

that tiu> ftnrtnflfvYty; in pnficy trw 

wards Iraq in Washington were 
carefufly calculated to arrive at 
this point. This is the argument 
that. Clinton has been working 
a “rope-a-dope” approach to 
Saddam In other words, Wash- 
ington allowed Unscom’s work 
to deteriorate. It bided its time, 
aware that there was no unity 



ALLIED ARMADA ASSEMBLES TO STRIKE IRAQ 
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TO THE GULF 


129 Warplanes Including-. 
6B-1 heavy bombers 

3.000 troops 

USS Enterprise 
'aircraft carrier and battle 
group 

USS BeHeau wood 
Amphibious assault ship 
and battle group 


f. 96 Tomahawk Cruise 
missiles 

_ 2 Patriot and-missfle 

batteries 

TO DIEGO GARCIA 

12 B-52 bombers 


12 P-1 17A ‘stealth* 
fighters 


T U R K E Y 


Konya 


RUSSIA 

^GEORGIA - " 

AZERBAIJAN ' 


KAZAKHSTAN 


Inchjik, 


Caspian 

Sea 


TURKMENISTAN 


'CYPRUS 




SEYCHELLES ■' 



MaffiefTtineon 
.Sea . „ 


SYRIA 


'Damascus; 


Amma n 


DIEGO GARCIA l 


in the Security Council fbr firm 

«eHnn t until fiarlrtom (fid what 

they knew he would do - over- 
step the mark 

In htnrfenght^ there is sense 
in this interpretation. It is 
known -largely due to embar- 
rassing revelations firm the for- 
mer weapons inspector Scott 
Ritter- that aftertfae February 
deal, Washington ffiscouraged 
Unscom from conducting sur- 
prise raids on Iraqi facilities. 
The US, in other words, covert- 
ly diluted Unscom’s clout to 
avoid a new confrontation. 

The moment that Saddam 
began to hang himself came on 




Tehran® 


Baghdad^ 

I R A Q V 


IRAN 




375.000 men serve In the 
army including: 

15.000 Residential Guard 

7*8 divisions Qf Republican 
Guard 

20.000 Fettoyeen 
paramilitary force 

350 aircraft 

'2,000 tanks 

1 .000 armoured fighting 
vehicles 

2.000 artillery pieces 



An® Kuwait 

V City 



® King Khafld 


Kofi Annan Qeffl whose talks earned Saddam a reprieve 


5 August, when he first cur- 
tailed cooperation with Un- 
scom without completely 
rupturing it This prompted 
Mr Annan, who by then was 
perceived in Washington as 
being overtly pro-Iraq, to pro- 
pose a so-called “Comprehen- 
sive Review” of the sanctions 
and inspections regime. The 
idea was to give Baghdad fresh 
hope that sanctions could end, 
perhaps within six months, if it 
resumed its co-operation. 
Washington agreed and Mr 
Annan submitted his proposal 
in October 

The Security Council - or 
rather London and Washington 
- revised the Annan paper 
slightty. In a letter sent back to 
Mr Annan on 30 October; the 
mnnffil agreed to the review; 
but on condition that the bur- 
den of proof fell on Iraq, not on 
Unscom, to demonstrate it was 
indeed free of all weapons of 
mass destruction. The council 
also referred onty very obGque- 
ty to Article 22 of the 1991 Res- 
olution 687 that says that the 03. 
embargo on Iraq wifi be lifted 
as soon as the weapons were in- 
deed gone. 

The letter, drafted by 
Britain, is what triggered Sad- 
dam’s decree on 31 October 


1 74 aircraft 

23.400 troops 

23 ships Including: 

USS Dwight D 
'Eisenhower 
aircraft carrier and 
battle group 

USS Essex 

Amphibious assault ship 
and battle group 

350 Tomahawk cruise 
missiles 


that stymied Unscom entirety. 
Rnririam had some reason for 
anger - the integrity of Article 
22 is crucial fur him. None the 
less, everyone was surprised. 
The Comprehensive Review, 
even as re- worded by the coun- 
cil, was meant, after all, as an 
encouragement to Iraq, a ray 
of hope after seven years of 
sanctions. 

That has been the sequence 
of events. The “rope^dope” ar- 
gument probably gives Wash- 
ington too much credit. More 
likely it finds itself with this 
newty strengthened hand by ac- 
cident But one thing is for 
sure - February was then and 
November is now, and tins time 
the bombs may very wdl get to 
Baghdad before Mr Annan. 

Just before Mr Annan’s re- 
turn to New Ybrk yesterday the 
US stated baldly that there 
was no basis for him to go to 
Baghdad to try to resolve the 
crisis. Asked about the possi- 
bility of arerun of the February 
trip, Peter Burieigh, the US rep- 
resentative at the UN, said: “On 
what basis at this point? I have 
heard of nothing of substance 
fwnfog frnm Baghdad - What 
is needed now is a positive 
Iraqi response. That is how to 
defuse the situation.” 
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SAUDI 

ARABIA 


Dhahran® BAHRAIN 
QATAR 


300 miles 


IS Tornado GRIs 
<i Jaguar fighters 
? VC 10 tankers 
HMS Grafton - Ingate 
HM5 Sutherland - frigate 
'OMP 

■ Sharjah® UAE 
■”*- ^Abu Dhabi'- 


Labour dossier on gas 
threat is misleading 


EVEN BY the standards of the 
First World War it is crude 

propaganda A briefing dossier 

produced by Downing Street 
entitled Iraq’s Kfeapons of Mass 
Destruction was issued to 
Labour MPs yesterday. 

The paper is a curious mix- 
ture of understatement and 
ex a gg er ation, whichever seems 
politically convenient It states: 
“Chemical weapons casualties 
from the Iran-Iraq war number 
more than twenty thousand.” 
Indeed they do. 

In fact 50,000 Iranians are 
stifi being treated fbr mustard 
gas poisoning. 

The understatement may 
stem from the fact that Britain 
broadly supported Iraq in its 
war against Iran. The Iraqis 
were schooled in the use of poi- 
son gas against the Kurds by 
the RAFin the 1920s and its de- 
ployment was recommended by 
T E Lawrence. 

The dossier says Iraq is 


BY PATRICK COCKBURN 

“capable of regenerating a CW 
[Chemical warfare] capability 
within months.” This is true, but 
a small Japanese religious sect 
was also able to produce sarin 
gas, which was dispersed in the 
Tbkyo metro system. Unmen- 
tioned in the document is the 
fact that Iraq had a large 
arsenal of weapons of mass 
destruction during the Gulf 
Wai; which it did not use. 

There is a frightening para- 
graph about Iraq's nuclear pro- 
gramme. It says Iraq could 
build a crude air-delivered nu- 
clear device “in about five 
years”. But it adds that this 
would only happen if Iraq were 
“to procure the necessary 

materials abroad”. By this stan- 
dard Samoa and Iceland also 
pose a nuclear threat 

The dossier is misleading 
and calculated to deceive be- 
cause it does not explain that 


simpler poison gases, such os 
mustard, are not hard to 
make. Britain had few prob- 
lems in imitating Germany in 
manufacturing it after it was 
first used in the Battle of 
Ypres in 1916. 

The document also glosses 
over the point that the real dif- 
ficulty in gas warfare is deliv- 
ering the weapon to the target 
in a lethal form. References to 
“3,000 tonnes of precursor 
chemicals" have littiemeaning. 
Every large army in the world 
has enough bullets to wipe out 
the world’s population, but the 
real point is delivery. 

The paper says Saddam will 
rebuild his weapons of mass de- 
struction unless he is stopped, 
but Unscom has been unable to 
find them and air strikes would 
bring us no nearer to destroy- 
ing them. This could only be 
done by the mflitaiy occupation 
of Iraq, which the government 
is not proposing. 
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Cavity wall insulation 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 



KETTLES AND 
TOASTERS 



B re vi lie 



GIFTS 


FROhf 
ONLY 




BREVILLE 

CLASSIQUE 

Stainless Steel Cordless 
Kettle and Stainless | 
Steel 2-Slice Toaster 



FOOD PREPARATION 
AND PORTABLE COOKING 


Toaster 

■ Mid Cycle Cancel. 

■ Removable crumb tray. 
Kettle 

■ Concealed Element. 

■ Removable Filter. 

■ 360° Rotational Base. 
Model KT1 &TT1. 

Total Separate 
Selling Price £69.98. 


I PACKAGE PRICE 

£5995 



CARLTON CootwxD Longslot Toaster 

:ssn* 

El £ 12 » 


RUSSELL HOBBS 

CbRlle» tug Kettle ■WM~n»niiin 

■ Hinged l*d. MM JA 

■ 1.7 Litre Gwudty. nl|| .IUq. 

Modd 3083 GREEN. ilLi * l r JH 
Was £2939 

TEFAL Cordless filter Jug Kettle 

■ I 7 ibc/3 p<nt cawdtyWMM - IYmww 

■ Wjier LerfGauy. Me 

Model CAUATTA. R1 L™, 

wk caw KNLiiuas 

AVAILABLE Iff GREEN. ULAC OH ICE BUIE. 


TEFAL 2-Sfice CooJwall Ibaster 
Extra Wide Sloe. 

Model AVANTI. 

Price Excluding 
Cashback £28.99. 

•5l rttSmtran Rjjnm in fun* ol (tape. 44 lor dolt 


KETTLE & 
TOASTER 
PACKAGE 


RUSSELL HOBBS Stainless 

Steel Cordless Jog 

Kettle and Toaster Bf>| M h 
P ackage V|[|] ^L/nr 

Model 3060/9206. UAM tTI 33 
Total Separate Selling Price £5738. 








CARLTON Hand 

■ 3 Speed Settings. Hfi 

■ Metal Beaters. HP 

Model HM3. 

Was £1739. U 



£ 89 


FREEliis? 


HAND 

BLENDER" 


FREE 

SANDWICH 

TOASTER 




Midtigiddi 



£ 10 


ETTT 


SWAN 

“Mellow Yellow' Cordless Jug Ketde 
and 2-Slice Coolwall Toaster 
Kettle Ibaster 

■ 1 .5 litre Capacity. ■ Coolwall Body: 

■ Unique Design. ■ Electronic Browning. 

Model AZ1MY/AGI. 


BREVILLE MfceSandtadil 

■ Cut And Seal Acooa HUM am 

■ Toasts sandwiches 1SH1 M 
in 3 minutes. l9nH .1 

Model TR2. t * < * 1 t » 


MOULINEX 

Food Processor ■— —?«? 

■ 220 Wan Motor. WN A 

■ 13 Pint Capacity. Wfl |l ,/ 


10 


PACKAGE PRICE I 

. .. I KENWOOD Food f 


£41 


■ Single speed with 
pub*. 

■ 300 watt motor. 
Model FBI 01. 

Was £49.99. 


( 


KENWOOD 

GooJwafl Deep Fryer 

■ Dishwasher Safe. 

■ Removable CURRYS PRICE 

Power Pod. HA 

Model DF3S0. LIl 

™ £j 399 


MORPHY RICHARDS 

Food Ptotapor ^MPfamEciE 
1 Ur Capacity. Hi 111 ffl * 
Model SELECT 505. UUhJ| rfOlu 
fevsrare Price £7839. MBtTM II 
■By leriempiohftjamm kraal itaqM.Mkfcr draft 


DELONGHI 

CbotwaB Deep Fryo- uwu.i rail 

■ Easy dean system. Illdl.ll ■! 

■ Rooting Basket lIHlI {/Am 

Model F»o. ■■■ flTTfl 


MELLAWARE 


■ Progrwnmable 1.1 

TVner. If 

■ Viewing Window ■ 

Model 84300. 

MOULINEX 

Coofwal Deep fryer ■ 

■ New Condensor Is, 

System. ■ 

Model ASGP1. ■ 
Was £89.99. 



HA1RCARE 


■* • 


BRAUN Unbox Hot Air Dryer 

.^■’I'dw. and p^raSnroEE] 
hairbrush in one. B tf lj-i a 

m r hcoujcred mm _/l m 

■.enrrujv BAIMra PU 

LVOcIHSC Was £14.99. 


REMINGTON 

Votunrhw Dryer nillS uratsraul 
concentrator laCIBjl ra 

VMtezn laiwi fjfqq 

All £19.99 

REVLON Hot Air Stylor 

■2h.-jt.-pr«j ■aaf sagfBBi 

■ctiingv m m 

m V.'lumrang Brush nlll .If? 
Model 9206 B, VJ * 

Was iTt 99. 

VIDAL SASSOON 

Diffuser Hair Dryer ■iisiM ;«sjr ia 

■ 2 hejt'roecd IFV mm 

■ ^Hi^rVochmeriL EM Il4jS 

Model VS726. Was £19 99 




HEALTH AND 
BEAUTY 

mm . « 


r r j T~L 

Shavers! 



REVLON 

.‘Midnight Blue 1 
Hairdryer 

■ Coolshot Button. 

■ 3 speed/2 heat settings. 

■ Concentrator „„ 

Nozzle. Ul 

Model 9111 BLUE. 


£49195 


CURRYS PRICE 

fl 9.99 


I IDEAL | 
GIFT 


PHILIPS 


««■ 


CURRYS PRICE 


Hot Air Styler 

■ 12 Roller ■ 2 Speed Settings. 

■ Cool Setting Model HW487 Was £25.99. 


BABYL1SS Professional 
Hair Dryer ajj 

■ 6 heat/speeds. ■PH 

■ Coolshot Button. . 

Model 1013. 

was £29.99. 


KIkJI 


REVLON BEAUTY 
PACKAGE 

Naflcare System 

■ Cutkie shaper. 

■ Buffing disc 
Model 9401. 

CURRYS nuez £19.99. 

PUIS Facial Cleansing System 

■ Deep cleansing sauna. 

■ Relaxation mask. 

Model 9402. 

CURRYS PRICE £1939. 

PLUS Make-tv Mirror 

■ Storage draw. 

■ Swivel mirror with 
magnifying sides. 

Model 9403. 

CURRYS PRICE £1939. 

Total Separate Selling Price £5937. 


SCHOLL Body Boiler Manager 

■ Soft Rubber |!PHir~awnFBQl 

wheels. IJHIill RJ I 

■ Easy Grip Handle. IHHII f//Lw 

Model DR 7540. ■■■■■ tfc*Tj3| 


VIVA Aromatherapy Massage Set 

■ 4 Manage Hoads. pf 

■ Keats and ra S TT B rap 

masages . 

Model 00112. 


SCHOLL TtotMl Hand-Held Massager 
“i!5 a1/SpBed RWPraranraal 

options. iinrn sq- 

■ Rotating head. IlHTI . yflXI 

■ Extra Long Hande. ■■■■< LWhBI 

Model DR7560. 


■ 1 how charge = 

35 minutes shaving. 

■ Pivoting TWln Head. 

■ Universal Voltage. 
Modal 5416. 

was £8939: 


20 


a* 



REMINGTON 

fboupa and WhM EM U 
invigorating whirl EES* 

feature. 

Model FOQT5PA . Bb 


SCHOOL Pe dh^a Centre 
*• xy Actim. 

\MU ] 

• 'nd:afK pumire ■■■■■__£. 
Stir.P. Model DR6690 


BRAUN irainslRadnrgaalrie Shaver 

■ Twin Foil. PM Luwrsrogl 

■ H ex Irre gral VH n 

Mwfcfsru. f 

Was £6739. 


PH1USHAVE IMra Adto Starar 

■ IHr Charge Time. 

■ Charge Indicator. 

■ Comfort Control. 

Model HQS850. 

Was 018.99. 



THE 

_ CHOICE FOR 
YOU 



TEA AND 
COFFEE MAKERS 


iflUAllA COFFEE SETt 




'••As. 






A- V 


X 

U 


KENWOOD 

Food Processor 

■ Speed/pulse control. 

■ Liquidiser attachment. 

■ 500 watt motor. 

■ Stainless steel knife blade. 

Model FPS60. 

Model HB100. Ask for details 

CURRYS PRICE 







SAVE 


CURRYS PRICE 


199 


■ 2 spood 
control. 

■ 4DD watt fimtaf 

£5 

r:*\ 

Modal FP346. was £5439 


MORPHY 


RICHARDS 

Espresso Coffee Maker 

■ Permanent Filter. 

■ Cappuccino making facility. 
Model 47512. Was £3939. 


CARLTON 

COffee Mate 

■ 10 Cup Capadty. 

■ Anti-Drip Facility. 
Model CM 10. 

Was £1939- 


{ 34 . 



-Yi 



MORPHY RICHARDS 

(■mode Cafe Coffee QMBWIWg 

Removable Fiber. jffl d rSd&0 
Motw 47515 . m em m 

Was £57.99. SAVE £3. 


DELONGHI Eq—i D Coffee Makar 

■ High Pump B JJ I JJ sagas 

Pressure. BuM.i «* 

■ Removable water KaMM ,xUnn 


TEFAL 

Perfect Tfea maker 

■ Makes 6 Cups. 

■ Uses teabags or 


Model 1919. 
Price Excluding 
Cashback £32.99. 
•By redemption. 
Payment in form 
of cheque. 

Ask for details. 
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DENTAL CARE 


BRAUN 

Electric Toothbrush 

■ Fast osdllation. 

■ Compact charger. 

■ Replacement brushhead 
indicator. 

Model D901 1 . Was £49.99. 


ROWENTA 

Qectric Toothbrush IWiH~n»«— I 
■ Rounded Bristies. ItEHi 

issffis?" HLiSa 

Was £19.99. 


BRAUN BecMc tbatiibnidi 

n u u -Y.1 

Maddmoil. l«"fl P*Hoa 
was £3939. 


BRAUN 

Bwtirtc Toothbrush ■ffM 

■ 2 Mlmna Thnee VIM 

■ Oscillating Brush frill 

Model D9525. Kl.VJ £J/JQ 
Was £57 99. — 


BRAUN Electric loothbrusb 

■ Pressure Sensor. BW Tnii-» nT l 

■ 3D Action. Bg ft W 

■ Indkater fVlll JIQ„ 

brushhead. IT i ■ zHu.QQ 

Model DIS. Was £69.99. 


PHILIPS Electric Tbotbbntsh 

■ 25peods. 

■ Controlled Pressure. 

Modal HP735. 

Was 0939. 


CURRYS PRICE 



INSTANT 

CREDIT 


in aam mki raft 


ORDER DIRECT 

FREEPHONE 

0500304304 




BE 0 » 5 ycan^ 
ffNMfVa^i 


Exclusive to DSC Retail Lid 



LOWEST PRICES 
ON THE SPOT 


♦ ’ EXAMPLE Of INTEREST 
FREE OPTION ON 
SaECTEO PRODUCTS 







WATCH OUT FOR 
OUR VOUCHER 
specials: 



I] » 
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Slowly, a 

future 

emerges 

from sea 
of mud 


DIN ORA AGUILAR, a young 
mother who in better times sold 
chewing gum from a street stall, 
cradled Lourdes in her arms 
and waited to show the baby 
daughter to a Cuban doctor 

Lourdes had swallowed 
mouthfuls of mud after Hurri- 
cane Mitch caused floods and 
landslides in Coznayaguela, a 
town across the river from the 
Honduran capital, Tegucigalpa. 

Her nose was also blocked 
and she was suffering from flu- 
like symptoms. Dinorau 23, was 
afraid the girl might have 
dengue fever which is spread- 
ing through disaster areas of 
Central America. “Classic" 
dengue fever can be controlled 
if caught, but doctors here fear 
worse - cholera, malaria, ty- 
phoid - as floodwaters recede. 

That could happen any day 
as Mexican engineers unblock 
bridges whose arches are 
clogged with hurricane debris 
from houses, buses and cars to 

the carcasses Of animals and, 

it is expected, hundreds if not 
thousands of human corpses. 

The doctor Miguel Aldama, 
is part of a team sent by Fidel 
Castro, the Cuban leader to 
help Honduran disaster vic- 
tims. He eased Dinora's fears. 
Lourdes, aged 22 months, was 
suffering only from a respira- 
tory ailment shared by thou- 
sands of people in the stricken 
zones, caused by humidify and 
dust from drying-out, contam- 
inated mud. She was given 
medicine and went home feel- 
ing better. 

The Cubans have set up a ' 
makeshift clinic in one of the 


By Phil Davison 

worst-hit areas of Honduras, an 
area about the size of the Cfly 
of London that is still knee-deep 
in mud and cordoned off by 
Honduran troops. Only two 
weeks ago, it was a bustling 
commercial district of ships, 
markets and bars. Now it looks 
as though an earthquake 
hit a medieval town. Even now 
it seems inconceivable that the 
river rose 150ft, tore through 
bridges and surged through 
areas that thought they were 
several storeys higher than the 
flood danger zone. 

In the San Isidro market 
where the Cubans have set up 
their clinic, frail dd ladies sleep 
on the cold concrete floor 
where their market stalls used 
to be. Across the street, fami- 
lies form human chains to shcw^ 
el t.hiflf. black mud from their 
bedroom windows. 

Tens of thousands of Hon- 
durans are living in Dickensian 
conditions here, without elec- 
tricity or water; only a rup- 
tured bridge away from the 
centre of the Honduran capital, 
its parliament buildmg and his- 
toric city centre. Ibis is where 
the Cboluteca river not only 
burst its banks but turned into 
a 150ft wall of surging muddy 
water a week and a half ago. 

This was the urban area 
worst hit by Hurricane Mitch. 
Most residents had heeded the 
call of appointed “town-criers" 
who raced through the streets 
as the surge approached, urg- 
ing them to flee uphflL Several 



Residents making their way through the debris in the streets of downtown Tegucigalpa. The devastation was caused by flooding from the Choluteca river Joel RbbineJAFP 


thousand who bettered the river 
could never swamp its 150ft 
bridges refused to run and paid 
with their fives. 

Now the survivors have re- 
turned to see if their homes are 
still standing - thousands are 
not- nr to dean out mud that 
in some cases is packed as high 
as the ceilings of third-floor 
rooms. In maqy cases, it seems 
a hopeless task Residents walk 
around in surgical masks, many 
wearing plastic wrappers like 
fishermen's waders around their 
trousers to keep out the mud. 
The masks are against the 
sterek&od fee airborne diseases 
that have begun to spread 

The locals could be in shd- 
ters or stay with relatives. But 
these were their homes, their 
shops. They have come back to 
reconstruct They fear looters 
will run off with their posses- 
sions, furniture, their wares. If 
you used to live here, you can 
get through the army cordons. 

In a first-floor corner of the 


devastated San Isidro market 
a block from the Choluteca 
river; the 13 Cuban doctors are 
risking their own health to fight 
spreading diseases. They have 
set up an emergency clinic to 
deal with whatever they can, 
mostly the respiratory prob- 
lems and foot fungus from wad« 
ing through mud 

The “dime" is an unlit cor- 
ner of what used to be the 
market's warehouse area, with 
two “consulting rooms" and 
an “infirmary". ifanh is a tiny 
room with a dusty concrete 
floor The doctors wash then- 
hands between patients in a 
pink bucket of water they 
change whenever a fresh sup- 
ply is brought in. As in 75 per 
cent of this country there is no 
running water 

There are hundreds of men, 
women and children with skin 
diseases, mostly fungus on the 
soles of their feet from wading 
in water or mud, sitting on 
wooden benches waiting for 


treatment 

Dr Juan Rodriguez Meso, a 
provincial health official for the 
Castro regime, fears outbreaks 
of dudera, malaria, hepatitis or 
typhoid He points to half a 
dozen giant rats scurrying 
around the concrete floor next 
to the clinic. “We're seeing 
cases of Leptospira, transmit- 
ted by rats,” he said “Tve asked 
the Honduran government to 
come here and fumigate but so 

far they haven’t come. 

“We have a second Cuban 
team in the Mosquitia region of 
the east coast and they have 
had a few cases of cholera. We 
are expecting cholera here and 
are getting ready for it The 
problem here is that all the la- 
trines were washed up here in 
the mud, as well as corpses. 
We’re getting more and more 
cases of conjunctivitis from 
people rubbing their eyes after 
touching contaminated mud” 

Stacked against the dime's 
outside wall are cartons of 


medicines donated by the Cas- 
tro government despite that 
country's lack of medicine, 
largely a result of the United 
States trade embargo. “It's a 
question of solidarity," said Dr. 
Rodriguez. “These people are 
our brothers.” 

Some of the cartons are 
marked with the destination 
“Nicaragua”. The Cuban doc- 
tors first Intended to visit 
Nicaragua, an aSfy when the 
Marxist Ranriinistas were in 
power there, but Nicaragua's 
present conservative president, 
Araoldo Aleman, refused to let 
them in. He did accept some of 
their medicine, particularly a 
chemical called Biorat which 
the Cubans, who produced it, 
claim is the best anti-rat prod- 
uct in the world. 

The Cuban doctors are just 
one part of an international 
aid effort here which was slow 
to get started but is now a per- 
fect example of solidarity. Out- 
side the Cuban “dime,” young 


Mexican army engineers push 
blinding-sized piles of mud up 
the narrow streets. Not far- 
away, American soldiers are 
trying to repair the broken 
bridges that have made trav- 


elling between here and Tegu- 
cigalpa a nightmare. 

And everywhere you turn, 
there are young men and 
women, mostly university stu- 
dents, shovelling mud to help 



lENTRAL AMERIG 

HURRICANE APPEAL 

Organised by 

Disasters Emergency Committee 

representing 15 major charities 
Donations to: or call: 

Independent Appeal 0870 6060900 

Disasters Emergency Committee for credit card 

52 Great Portland Street donations 

London WIN 5AH 
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CHICKEN TONIGHT SIZZLE & STIR 


TWO JAR FORMAT 


Due to Chicken Tonight's commitment to the 
highest standards of safety and quality, we have 
taken the precautionary measure of recalling our 
new Sizzle & Stir cookfng sauces. This is due to 
a production defect in a small number of packs. 
This recall affects all the new Chicken Tonight 
Sizzle & Stir varieties of Korma, Baftf, Tlkka 
Masala, Thai Sweet Chilli, Peking and Sweet 
& Sour sauces. NO OTHER CHICKEN TONIGHT 
JARS ARE AFFECTED. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO 

If you have purchased one of the above packs 
please dispose of the jars and contents and send 
the barcode from the wrapper together with 
your name and address to CHICKEN TONIGHT, 
FREEPOST BU279, NELSON, LANCASHIRE BBS 5BR. 
You will receive your product replacement voucher 
as quickly as possible. 

We apologise for any inconvenience caused and 
would like to thank ail our customers in advance 
for their understanding and co-operation. 
FREEPHONE: 0800 141214 


Latest DVD PC with colour 

printer and free 


scanner 


Pay nothing for a whole 
year. Offer extended 
by popular demand. 


What a package! The superb 
graphics quality and outstanding 
storage capacity of DVD. 

A brilliant Epson printer. Genuine 
top quality Microsoft software worth 
£830. Plus a free colour scanner. 
And you don’t need to pay a penny 
for 12 months (see details below). 
How do we do it? Simple. 

By making and seffing direct, we 
give you the latest technology at 
unbeatable prices. See this great 
value PC, and other systems from 
just £599, at your nearest Tiny 
showroom. But make it quick. 

An offer like this 

_ can’t last long. 



windows 98 

for future software & __ 

kidware Qmfibffify. 

Others me not, died fasti [ 



512K CPU Cache 

Epson Stylus 300 Colour Printer 

64MB Fast SD RAM 100MHz 

FREE Flatbed Colour Scanner 

6.4CB Ultra DMA IDE Hard Disk Drive 

FREE Trial BT L/neOne Internet Access 

15" SVGA Colour Monitor 

Windows 98 


8MB AGP 3D Accelerated 
Graphics Card 


Over £830 of Microsoft & Other Software 


voice Fax/Modem v.90 56Kbps 



DVD ROM Drive (compatible wtth CD) 
Creative Labs Sounctolaster 
64 Wavetable Irueg-ased Sound plus 

Ttny CPR50 Stereo Speakers 



-fc-AV*" ' *" 






Improved 
Graphics win 
fjoaler storagpJ. < 
The technology f 
el ihg future. 
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Epson Stylus 300 Colour Printer | FREE Flatbed Colour Scanner 


0800 783 4576 


DVD ROM DRIVE 


He LUoy iiimsoll 
Home EnluitamiTimi ~- r -. 
and Dortng wn3r*T^*®V?*!!l£ 
Eduranonui n«es • 

Complete «flli 
back-up tt&ks. 


Software vrortti om £830 




84 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 

OPEN 7 DAY 5 A WEEK“ 


DUDLEY 

EALING 

□MSUKW 

OTHER 

CUVSCW 

“SSSS* 

KNUWW 


1HE BIGGEST PC MANUHUfflJRER IN THE HIGH STREET 


TINT COMPUT1KS UMTO, BHJWU AU4JWS5 WUOL »Ot«MU«T ROAD, SALFOCM, K8MUI, 

SUMTRH1 jWB.HaXBI2TO«23»t«. Wfwmfctfary.com 


HULL 

tLFDHD 

B 

LAKESIDE 

LANCASTER 

LEEDS 

LOGEStSt 

UVWOOL 

IMCOLH 


L0BONW1* 

LONDON EC" 

term 

IDNPOMKRtn 

MUDSTONE 

MANCHESTER 

•XADCMHUL 

-safftod 
MSD uanouGH 
MUON KEYNES 

NEWCASTLE 

NEWPORT 

NORTHAMPTON* 

NOBHKH 

NOrmGHAM 

peteSSSwot 

PRESTO* 

.HtA DWQ 

Romford 


SMttKSeuRV 

SlOUGM 
&QUHULL* 
SOU! HAMPTON 
SOKE-CN-TWNT 
SLMNtANO 

sun an 
SWANSEA 
EttWDON 
TAUNTON 
TRURO 

TUNBRIDGE WEILS 
WrtfflMGTWf 

WMF MW 

WIGAN 

WOUERHAMPIQtt 

\WRCE5JEH 

_ warn 

‘Smntuirj no) 
wtisuMori 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 12 MONTHS - NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT 

yj?ET POVi'Er! 350 PUli SYSTEM - PC r>- « 0$ DeL-^r, £30.00 * VCT 'r 1 7 Pf, win* hi^r.jr co Of Wore 0U5 r*i*»nt drfc intrrT, frrt. Ltimirrify pjy 

£6 rr-CTjV- cl £-59.05. T;^sl .vwihle SIZS-M. N 3 ? 20.? % If'-W* cjlfsirtwl trtro da> cl t!v isrvwt*. Vrftttr quctiUora irwr. Ehjnc- iiibjrct Vo itrta. 
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Hong Kong gangster 
sentenced to death 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Fridiv 13 Ntm-nibor 1933 




HONG KONG'S most notorious 
criminal Cheung Tze-keung, 
known as “Big Spender” and 
the “Big Boss”, was sentenced 
to death yesterday in a Chinese 
court Six members of his gang 
also received death sentences, 
while 29 others were given long 
jail terms. 

Although Cheung’s lawyer 
says he will appeal, there is 
practically no likelihood of suc- 
cess, meaning that Cheung 
and his cohorts will be execut- 
ed by firing squad, possibly at 
a public execution. 

It also marks the end of a 
gang whose exploits were so au- 
dacious that gang members 
were shunned by the better 
organised Triad gangs, which 
account for most big crimes in 
the southern Chinese region. 

Cheung was known as “Big 
Spender” because of his lavish 
tastes. Fart of yesterday’s judg- 
ment involved the confiscation 
of assets totalling £47m. 

At a highly unusual press 
conference yesterday in Can- 
ton, where the trial was held, 
the judges tor the first time of- 


By Stephen vines 
in Hong Kong 
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Cheung: Notorious 

ficially revealed Cheung had 
kidnapped two of Hong Kong's 
most famous businessmen, Vic- 
tor Li, the son of the tycoon Li 
Ka-shing, and Walter Kwok, 
the fhairr yian of the Sun Hung 
Kai property conglomerate. 

The ransoms for the release 
of the two men, totalling almost 
£l55m, are believed to be the 
highest paid in the world. Mr 
Li’s father paid the higher sum 
of almost £108m for the re- 


lease of his son. Neither case 
was reported to the authorities. 

Cheung received a life sen- 
tence for the kidnaps and the 
death sentence for smuggling 
800kg of explosives and arms 
from China to Hong Kong. 

Although there is little sym- 
pathy for Cheung in Hoag Kong 
there is considerable disquiet 
about the fact that he was bang 
tried in a Chinese court for 
crimes committed in the former 
colony, which is supposed to 
have a separate legal system. 

After the verdict was hand- 
ed down, the Hong Kong Bar 
Association said that the case 
seriously undermined China’s 
promise of “one country, two 
systems". The association said 
the case “could give some peo- 
ple the false impression that the 
rule of law in Hong Kong is sub- 
ordinate to China”. 

Elsie Leung, Hong Kong’s 
Secretary for Justice, said: 
“Hong Kong’s jurisdiction has 
not been impaired in any man- 
ner whatsoever:” She insisted 
that Cheung's Grimes had also 
been committed in China 
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East Timorese youths portraying the killing of unarmed protesters by Indonesian troops in the capital, Dili, seven years ago Reuters 
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Soldiers 
fire on 
Jakarta 
protesters 




INDONESIAN TROOPS fired on 
unarmed demonstrators out- 
side the national parliament in 
Jakarta yesterday as tens of 
thousands of people marched 
through the centre of the 
capital. 

Human-rights monitors were 
prevented, at first, from enter- 
ing hospitals last night, but later 
reports suggested that 50 peo- 
ple had been injured in the 
worst disturbances in Jakarta 
since President Suharto was dri- 
ven from power six months ago. 

Folice and soldiers carrying 
automatic rifles fired over the 
heads of the demonstrators as 
they marched towards the par- 
liament where MPs are meet- 
ing in a special session to 
debate new laws and prepare 
for democratic elections next 
yean Tear-gas rounds were 
fired and water cannon were 
sprayed on to the crowds from 
British-made armoured cars. 

The rounds fired by the 
troops appear to have been 
blank or rubber coated, but on 
at least one occasion theywere 
fired directly into the demon- 
strators. Ambulances were 
seen driving away from the 
scene and witnesses said that 
at least one man suffered a bul- 
let wound in the leg. “The anpy 
and police overreacted," saida 
Western diplomat who was at 
the scene. “There was no 
threat against them.” 

The situation was alarm- 
ingly reminiscent of s imilar 
scenes in May when uncon- 
trolled rioting and nationwide 
protests forced President 
Suharto to resign after 32 years 
in power He was succeeded by 
bis vice-president and close 
friend, B J Habibie, who con- 
vened this week’s meeting of 
the People's Consultative As- 
sembly (MPR) to fulfil his 
promise of democratic reform. 

But many Indonesians re- 
gard the new president as little 
more than a stooge of the old 
regime. The national assembly, 
too, is still largely composed of 
unelected army officers and di- 
rect appointees of Suharto. 
When the assembly issues its 
decrees today they are expect- 
ed to MI short of the demands 
made by the student organisa- 
tions. These include elimination 

of the military’s political role 
and an investigation into Suhar- 
to's acquired wealth. 

“Suharto continues to live a 
good life, to enjoy his estimat- 


BY DlARJVXID O'SULLIVAN 
and Richard Lloyd Parkv 
in Jakarta 

ed wealth of $!7bn [£lObnl ob- 
tained through corruption and 
robbing the people for the last 
32 years,” one of the student 
statements reads. 

There have been intermit- 
tent demonstrations in Jakar- 
ta since May. But the protest 
yesterday marked the first time 
that vast numbers of ordinary 
people had joined the students. 
Many of them came from Jakar- 
ta's kampongs, the shim areas 
thathave been worst affected by 
the country’s economic crisis. 

One of the city’s ring roads 
was blocked by the crowd. 
Small groups of a few hundred 
soldiers who tried to stop the 
march were brushed aside. 
“Long live the Marines," peo- 
ple shouted at the Marine 
Corps, who are widely believed 
to be sympathetic to reform 

“This shows a tyrannical 
regime cannot control the peo- 
ple," said Ah, a history student 
from the prestigious Universi- 
ty of Indonesia, as he walked 
towards the parliament 

The troops made their stand 
as night fell and torrential rain 
began to pour down. The stu- 
dents' discipline broke only 
once when a group of them at- 
tempted to drive an ambulance 
through soldiers blocking the 
tofl road. Riot police smashed 
its windows with sticks, while 
soldiers fired dozens of blanks 
and rubber bullets into the air 
to drive the protesters back. 

At least four students in- 
side the ambulance were 
wounded, as well as one po- 
liceman. Officers ordered their 
men to pick up spent cartridge 
cases, and a Western diplomat 
who gathered some of the spent 
rounds as evidence was frisked 

There was no repeat of the 
incident last May that triggered 
Suharto's downfall, when six 
demonstrating students were 
shot dead with live rounds. But 
the military is in a quandary 
about the degree of force which 
it can afford to employ. Yester- 
day, the chief of the Indonesian 
armed forces, General Wiranto, 
offered an “apology” for the 
army’s involvement in low-level 
violence on Wednesday “As the 
fetherof the whole of the armed 
forces, 1 apologise and ask for 
forgiveness from the victims 
and their families,” he <«M. 


In Brief 

Serb civilians abduct Albanians 

ARMED! SERB dviUans in Kosovo were holding hostage 
up to 100 ethnic Albanians yesterday and anegttflv 
to kill them. The Serb ^ductors^S? 

0ftW0 “ tow Serf* who went missing 
on Wednesday m the central Drenica region. 

Israelis plan new homes 

ISRAEL PUBLISHED a tender yesterday for the 

SS of' at tb* disputed Jewish 
settlement of Har Homa in Arab East Jerusalem The 

P'fged plans 

with the Pal estinians into crisis last yeaT^ 
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The wreckage erf the car in which Judge Giovanni Fhlcone, his wife and three bodyguards were Mown up in 1992. Provenzano’s ‘moderate’ Mafia wing opposed such attacks 

* Noose tightens around ageing Mafia don 


ANTI-MAFIA investigators say 
they are tightening the noose 
around one of Italy’s most pow- 
erful and mysterious bosses, 
Bernardo Provenzano. Al- 
though he has been in hiding for 
three decades, many believe he 
has never left his native Sicpy. 

A massive police operation 
failed two years ago when the 
police’s crucial informer; a 
Mafia turncoat was murdered. 

But now the carabinieri have 
struck once more against the 
ageing Mafia don. Police re- 
vealed yesterday that their op- 
eration, codenamed Orient ted 
to more than 50 arrest warrants 
in Sidfy last week for leading 
Mafiosi accused of protecting 
Provenzano and included busi- 
nessmen thought to have been 
in league with him. 

The blitz followed a twb- 
year inquiry into his activities. 


BY FRANCES KENNEDY 
in Borne 


by magistrates in Palermo, 
Catania, Caltanisetta and 
Messina. 

The investigation began with 
the irifor piafinn nf ljrig i Ilardo; 
a Mafia turncoat and the man 
who led investigators tempt- 
ingly close to their target An 
hour before he was due to meet 
his minder in May 1996 Uardo 
was gunned down. 

But before he was killed he 
had already handed over a 
dozen precious letters written 
by Provenzano between 1994 
and 1995. 

The notes, fall of grammat- 
ical errors and speDing mis- 
takes, were examined by 
graphologists for their authen- 
tirity andby psychologists to try 
to penetrate the mind of the 


man known as “the tractor’'. 
They proved a goldmine of in- 
formation for police. 

In the letters, Provenzano 
advised fellow Mafiosi on what 
strategy they should adopt to 
win lucrative contracts in con- 
struction and urged in dividual 
bosses to seek compromises 
with rival clans, teffing them not 
to bother him with petty squab- 
bles. He sent quotes from the 
Bible and kisses to the children 
of other known bosses. 

Investigatarssaythecorre- 
spondenceprovesthalProven- 
zano is firmly in control of the 
Mafia's drag-running opera- 
tions, extortion rackets and 
money laundering activities 
and that he took overall control 
nf»n tfaeScffian Mafia famffles 
after the arrest in 1993 of the 
so-called “boss of bosses”, Tbto 
Rnna. The letters suggest that 



I¥mienzai»piGtiired%i 1959 


moderates preferred more sub- 
tle tactics to keep their buaness 
empires intact 

The letters also gave inves- 
tigators de tails of Provenzano’s 
movements on the island of 
Scty which are especially valu- 
able as they have little hope of 
spotting their prey. 

The only photograph the po- 
lice possess of Provenzano 
dates back to 1959. It shows a 
fair dean-cut young man with 
his hair slicked back, gating 
frankly at the camera. 

A new “computeraged” ver- 
sion was released in June, but 
judging from the marked dif- 
ference between other recent- 


to retirement and a guarantee 
of promotion for younger, 
dynamic Mafia-busters. 

General Mario Mori, head of 
the carabinieri special squad, is 
convinced they will eventually 
capture their man. “I have 
learnt to be patient through 
fi ghting the Mafia and its men, 
who more than anyone else 
have the virtue of patience, "he 
said. 

The hunt for the last great 
Mafia boss has ruined the ca- 
reers of seme of the pofice, part- 
ly due to the intense rivalry 
between the various anti-Mafia 
operations. Colonel Michele 
Ricdo, who ran the informer 
Ilardo and hoped he would 
bring him to Provenzano, has 
since been suspended after 
being accused of possession of 
drugs and irresponsible man- 
agement of his informers. 


Provenzano led a supposedly 
“moderate” wing of Cosa Nos- ly arrested bosses and their 
tra, which opposed launching photofits, investigators are es- 
fufi-frnntal attacks an the Itaf- - sen daily working blind, 
ian state, indixfiqg the murders .. To capture Provenzano 
ofJudgeGiovaaimFateoDeahd would be the ultimate accolade 
Paolo Borsdtino in 1992. The for many senior officers dose 


FOREIGN NEWS/19 

Germany 
may seize 
top post 
in Europe 


THE RACE to succeed Jacques 
Santer as president of the Eu- 
ropean Commission took an 
unexpected twist yesterday 
with suggestions that Germany 
may put forward its candidate 
for the job. 

Fr enzi ed media speculation 
arose after authoritative re- 
ports that German and French 
officials had discussed a bid by 
Boon for the Commission pres- 
idency during a recent meeting. 

The idea that the new, left- 
of-centre finance minister, 
Oskar Lafontaine. may want the 
position were played down, al- 
though Mr Lafantaine said: 
“Rumours are always rumours 
and speculation. In fact, I’m in- 
terested in the Pope's job -you 
should report that." 

The former Italian premier 
Romano Prodi is seen in Brus- 
sels as (dear favourite to suc- 
ceed Mr Santer at the end of 
next year, with the Portuguese 
prime minister; Antonio Guter- 
res also a possibility. 

But asked whether there 
would be a German bid for the 
post, a spokesman for the 
Chancellor; Gerhard Schroder, 
said that the government has 
“not formed an opinion on that 
yet". He dismissed the sug- 
gestion that Mr Lafontaine 
planned to move to Brussels as 
“absurd speculation”. 

On Wednesday, the respect- 
ed weekly newspaper Die Zeit 
said Bonn had made unofficial 
approaches in Paris to gauge 
French reactions toa German 
taking up the post, adding that 
the approaches were made 
with the knowledge of the 
Chancellor; Mr Schroder. 

Yesterday a Soda! Democ- 
ratic former European Parlia- 
ment president, Klaus 
Haensch. stud he was promot- 
ing Mr Lafontaine as a candi- 
date for the post “It's 
Germany’s him to occupy this 
post,” Mr Haensch added. 

Traditionally, Germany has 
been sensitive about pushing 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


for jobs in Europe, because of 
the historical legacy from the 
Second World Wax; and because 
of its economic dominance of 
the continent. 

Germany’s only Commis- 
sion president. Waller Hull- 
stein. finished his nine-year 
tenure 31 years ago. 

But there is growing pres- 
sure for the new led consensus 
in Europe to be represented at 
the highest level. France's 
governing socialists tend to 
prefer Mr Lafontuine to most 
Soda) Democrats in Germany, 
because his interventionist eco- 
nomic ideas are dose to theirs, 
and because of his knowledge 
of French. 

Some are nostalgic for the 
more radical, and high-profile 
presidency of the previous in- 
cumbent, Jacques Dolors. and 
believe Mr Lafontaine might fit 
the bill 

But in Brussels the Ger- 
man minister was seen as an 
unlikely prospect for commis- 
sion president partly because 
his current job. at the heart of 
a new, beefed-up finance min- 
istry, is more powerful. Many 
see Mr Lafontaine's outspo- 
ken brand of politics, which is 
to the left of the spectrum on 
EU governments, as ill-suited 
to the conciliation role often ful- 
filled by the president. 

During the summer Mr San- 
ter dropped hints that be may 
wish to continue after his term 
ends in December next year. 
However that prospect has now 
been discounted, amid a welter 
of allegations about fraud and 
financial irregularities in the 
commission. Although they re- 
late to a period before his 
tenure, the Commission has 
been afflicted by acrimony and 
low morale and a Court of Au- 
ditors report next week is ex- 
pected to bring more bad 
publicity to the presidency. 


p 


i 


t 



At Selected Cinemas 
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Never be stuck with an out of 

date PC again. It’s your:)choice. 

INTRODUCING YOUR:)WARE™ FROM GATEWAY. 

It’s a common enough fear. You buy a PC. and then a better one comes 
out. Well, with Your:)Ware, obsolescence just became a thing of the 
past It's a revolutionary way to own o PC This is how 
It works. VMb custom build you the latest PC today. And in 
two years you can trade it in towards the latest Gateway 

PC then 1 . Call 0800 39 2000 and let’s talk 

about YourQWai-e — technology that grows with you. 

Because, while gramophones and Chopper bikes might be old hat, your 
Gateway PC need never be. 
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Pentium 


• Intel* Pentium' II Processor. 3 50 MHz 
• 512K3 L2 cache 
• Intel' 440BX chipset 
64MB 100MHz SDRAM, expandable to 256MB 
- 6.4CB 9-Sms Ultra ATA Hard Drive 
■ i5" 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 
• 13Xmin/32X max SOms CD-ROM 
• NVidia Rive 3D AGP Graphics 
w/ SMB SDRAM 


■ Sound Blaster"" AudioPCP' 64D 

• Altec* Lansing GCS100 speakers 

• 56K Winmodem* — Internal* 

- 15“ EV5000.28dp Monitor t 

• ATX Mini Tower Case 

■ 105 Keyboard 

■ McAfee Amt-Virus Software 

• Microsoft 1 Windows 1 9S. MS* Intellimousc"’ 

• MS Home Essentials 

"TTf.ra * . 


€799* (£972.90 fndudxngVAT fie delivery) OR €39 A MONTH* (APR 13.9%) 


Left talk aboat your 


(^Gateway. 


www.gateway.com/uk 
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Jewish insults 


cause a storm 


THE RUSSIAN capital has been 
wrapped up for days in a storm 
over anti-Semitic remarks 
made at a rally by Genera] Al- 
bert Makashov, an extremist on 
the far left of the Communist 
Party. The failure of the party 
to condemn him with sufficient 
vigour prompted Boris Bere- 
zovsky an Influential politician 
and tycoon of Jewish origin, to 
demand that the Communists 
be outlawed. 

The Siberian governor 
Alexander Lebed has now en- 
tered the fray- but in the guise 
of a senior statesman, rebuking 
Moscow politicians for malting 
mountains out of molehills and 
urging them to concentrate on 
heating homes and feeding the 
population. 

General Lebed, governor of 
the vast Krasnoyarsk region 
and a man with ambitions to oc- 
cupy the Kre mlin, said he took 
a negative view of General 
Makashov's outburst. However; 
the Co mmunis ts, the largest 
party in the State Duma, should 
hardly be banned for the be- 
haviour of a single one of their 
number; he argued. And given 
the crisis in the country politi- 


by Helen Womack 
in Moscow 


dans should get down to the 
practical business of preparing 
for the Long, hard, winter ahead. 

What Mr Lebed did not take 
account of. howevec was the 
signal failure of Gennadi 
Zyuganov, the Communist 
leader; to repudiate the re- 
marks of General Makashov. 
Possibly attem pting to keep 
the lid on potential splits in h is 
party, Mr Zyuganov responded 
instead by attacking the news 
media and Russia's wealthy 
tycoons. 

On Tuesday various public 
figures tried to play down the 
hardships faring Russia after 
Western intelligence sources 
said the country lacked grain 
and potatoes and could go hun- 
gry this winter 

However, General Lebed 
said the outcry over General 
Makashov was a “storm in a 
teacup”. Only 50 million tonnes 
of grain had been harvested. 
There were heating problems 
in the Fhr East. Breath was also 
being wasted on the question of 
whether the body of L enin 


should be reburied. “He’s been 
lying there [in the mausoleum] 
for years. He can lie there a bit 
longer" said General Lebed “I 
repeat, there are very hard 
times ahead." As it to confirm 
his words, the temperature 
plunged in Moscow yesterday 
to minus 16C, a record degree 
of frost for November 

For intellectuals, for whom 
moral values are as important 
as bread, the Makashov affair 
has been disturbing. Leading 
artists, inclu ding Vladimir 
Vasiliev the artistic director of 
the Bolshoi Theatre, were 
quick to speak out against anti- 
Semitism. 

However; it took a while for 
the government and the head 
of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, Patriarch Alexei n, to 
make clear that they too re- 
garded his racist diatribe as un- 
acceptable. 

As for Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
the nationalist bad boy of Russ- 
ian politics, he seemed not to 
care. His reaction was to ap- 
peared on television wearing a 
powdered wig, playing the role 
of Mozart in a production by 
MPs on the composer 



An Orthodox Jew at a 
Moscow synagogue (left); 
Makashov (top) who 
made anti-Semitic re- 
marks. and Lebed 
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“Keep the cold out and 
save money with our range 
of insulation products” 



B&Q Door and Window 
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For gaps 1mm -5mm. 
White or brown. 
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B&Q Door and 
Window Rubber 
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protective clothing 
and accessories, 
in store. 
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per pack 


Supawrap Loft Insulation 

100mm x 370mm x 8m. _ 


150mm x 370mm 
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B&Q Door Seal for 
External Doors 
(For around door 
frame.) 2 strips 
x 205cm, 1 strip x 91cm. 



per roll 


White 

£ 6 i 9 ch £12 


Gold effect 
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B&Q 
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Letter Box 
Draught 
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Amcor TCI OO 
Dehumidifier 
2 speed fan. 5 litre 
water container 
capacity. Container 
full indicator tight 
and cut off. 

Auto defrost 
system. 

/400.99 


Premium Sanding 
and Fibreglass 

Respirator # m i 
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Titan Knife 

With holster. 
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You can do it 
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EARN TESCO CLUBCARD POINTS AT B&Q 

A* In store tot defoto. 

Dees nor apply In B&Q Wor*ttots*j or BW Depots. 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Saturday: Most stores 8am-8pfn. Sunday: MosJ stotos Errand & Wakw 
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Switzerland defends 
its left-wing martyr 


European times 


SAINTE-CROIX 


PERCHED ON the edge of the 
Jura hills with an Alpine back- 
drop, the small, peaceful town 
of Sainte-Croix is the epitome 
of a Swiss picture postcard. 
The townsfolk, the Sainte- 
Crix, are better known for 
producing music boxes and 
harps than for setting theworid 
on fire. But they have not for- 
gotten one of their more mili- 
tant grandsons: Alexei 
Vladimir Jaccard-Siegler, 
thrice tortured and probably 
executed by Chile's military 
regime two decades ago. 

His Christian names, alone 
were enough to irk General 
Augusto Pinochet’s right- 
wing supporters in 1972. 
Born in Chile to a family of 
Swiss origin, the 20-year-old 
student had inherited his 
father’s militant Communist 
beliefs. He was interrogated 
and tortured for a day, then 
thrown into prison and tor- 
tured again when President 
Salvador Allende was toppled 
a year later. Alexei Jaccard 
disappeared in 1977, alleged- 
ly tiie victim of a deal 
between Argentina and 
Chile. From beyond the 
grave, he doggedly continues 
to haunt General Pinochet 

Alexei Jaccard is merely a 
single name on the list in 
Spain that prompted Judge 
Baltasar Garzon to demand 
the former dictator’s extra- 
dition from Britain. He is one 
of 2J120 officially dead or 
missing during the 17 years 
of Chile's dictatorship. In all 
likelihood, the 82-year-old 
man in a London hospital 


would not have been able to 
distinguish Mr Jaccard from 
any other long-haired young 
opponent Equally were he 
not Swiss by his father, Gene- 
va's public prosecutor would 
not have added his extradi- 
tion request. 

The Journal de Sainte- 
Croix , circulation 2^00, pieced 
together the "local" boy's fate 
in a detailed investigation in 
1992. Its editor, Jean-Claude 
Piguet, admits Mr Jaccanfs 
story took up an unusual 
amount of space compared 
with other profiles on local 
emigres. “It shook the local 
population,” he says. 

The Jaccards are one of 
Sainte-Croix’s old bourgeois 
families. Transposed to Chile 
in the Seventies, they would 
have been closer to the 
wealthy establishment that 
General Pinochet's regime 
sought to nurture. 

After he was released from 
prison in Chile, Alexi, the 
youngest Jaccard, fled to Ar- 
gentina and then to Switzer- 
land in 1974. He claimed his 
Swiss passport and joined the 
Swiss Socialist Party, rarely 
losing touch with what was 
happening across the Atlantic. 
The rest of his family was per- 
secuted and fled to Argentina, 
only to fall into the lap of yet 
another military coup. 

Mr Jaccard lobbied the UN 
until his family were granted 
asylum in France. Here the 
versions differ. In Sainte-Croix 
they say he became worried 
when they did not turn up in 
Paris, and flew to Buenos 


Aires. His political friends 
claim he was a hero, on a se- 
cret mission to deliver a mes- 
sage to Chile's Communist 
underground. Either way. 
Alexei was last seen by his sis- 
ter and airline staff in the Ar- 
gentine capital a day after he 
arrived. Then the trail de- 
scends into the underworld 
controlled by the generals. 
What is dear is that the young 
man with a Swiss passport dis- 
appeared into torture cells in 
Buenos Aires because of his 
Chilean background. 

Through the years. MrJac- 
card's family, human rights 
campaigners, Swiss officials, 
and journalists followed a se- 
ries of trails through Latin 
America. Once Argentina re- 
turned to democracy, a na- 
tional commission listed Mr 
Jaccard in a group of 1 300 who 
were arrested but later seen 
alive in one of the junta's de- 
tention centres. Chile’s in- 
quhy 10 years later concluded 
he was seized on 16 May 1977 
by Argentine police and the 
Chilean secret service. 

Since General Pinochet 
was detained, the parliaments 
in \feud, Sainte-Croix’s canton, 
and Geneva have voted, pure- 
ly symbolically, to back his 
prosecution. Neither is a 
hotbed of militancy. Even cau- 
tious Swiss diplomats are let- 
ting the press know they think 
it is ethically justified. Alexei 
Jaccard nuy turn out to be the 
pride of Sainte-Croix as well 
as Switzerland's most famous 
left-winger. 

Peter Capella 
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NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE VARIATION 


The following rates for mortgages provided by Bank of Scotland, 
Mortgages Direct will apply as from 1st November 1998 for both new 
and existing borrowers. 


Bank of Scotland 
Mortgages Direct Variable Rate 
8.99% per annum. 


Bank of Scotland 

Mortgages Direct Preferential Variable Rate 
7.99% per annum. 

Bank of Scotland 

Mortgages Direct Personal Choice™ Variable Rate 
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Briefing 

Bank of Ireland looks for a buy 
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Second PFI review ordered 

THE GOVERNMENT has 
asked Sir Malcolm Bates to 
carry oat a second review 
of the operation of the 
Private Finance Initiative 
to see whether more can be 
done through public private 
partnerships to boost 
investment in public sector 
infrastructure, when the 
mandate of the existing 
Treasury task force expires 
next year. Sir Malcolm, who 
is chairman of electrical 
components distributor Premier Fhraell, was brought 
in immediately after the election by Paymaster General 
Geoffrey Robinson to kick start the PFL The creation 
of the PFI task force was one of his mnm 
recommendations. Sir Malcolm has also been to 
see whether the Government can get better value for 
money by bringing in more private sector skills into the 
management of projects. Outlook, page 23 

Ladbroke £9m down on new game 

DISAPPOINTING sales of its new football lottery game Easy 
Play will wipe £9m off Ladbroke's profits this year, the 
hotels and betting group said yesterday. 

In an update on third quarter trading, Ladbroke said 
that sales of the game, linked to the National Lottery, 

“have not been at predicted levels". Easy Play, launched in 
August, had a turnover of £800,000 a week, well below the 
company’s expectations of “a few millions”, a spokesman 
said. The lesiure group reported an advance of around 20 
per cent in third quarter profits. The performance was 
driven by a good showing in its betting business which 
offset some weakness in the Hilton hotels division. 

Investment column, page 25 
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Zeneca puts £2bn price tag on chemicals arm 


ZENECA, THE drug gian t yes- 
terd^ put ite specialty chemi- 
cals buaness up for sale with 
a price tag of up to £2bain a tad 
to focus on its pharmaceuticals 


The company said that it 
planned to sell Zeneca Spe- 
cialties, which produces dyes 
for computer printers, colours, 
leather finishes and chemicals 
for drags, to a single buyer by 


By Francesco Gukrrera 

the first quarter erf next year Sir 
David Barnes said the rapid 
consolidation in the chemicals 
industry offered “thebestlong- 
tenn future for the business, its 
employees, customers and 
shareholders”. Zeneca said it 
had received no offers for the 
business but industry analysts 
predicted that the announce- 


ment will triggers bidding war 
among the world's largest 
chemicals groups. Bidders are 
likely to inriude Du Pont and 
Dow of the US, Laporte of the 
UK and the Swiss giant Claim- 
ant, formed earlier this week 
through an $8bn merger be- 
tween Clariant and Ciba Spe- 
cialty Chemicals. 

The City welcomed Zeneca's 
decision to exit the highly-cydi- 


cal chemicals business to focus 
on its core drug and agro- 
chemicals units. Shares in 
Zeneca, which have suffered be- 
cause of the chemicals opera- 
tion, soared 28p to 2£83p after 
the news of the proposal 
Industry experts said the 
divestment increased the 
chances of a sale of the agri- 
chemicals business as Zene ca 
strives to improve the perfor- 


mance of its core drug-making 
business. The specialty chem- 
icals divirion had sales of £885m 
last year, a traction of Zeneca's 
£3j2bn turnover. Zeneca is set 
to retain Marlow Foods and two 
factories in Huddersfield and 
Grangemouth in Scotland. 

Zeneca Specialties’s perfor- 
mance has improved steadily 
since Zeneca's demerger from 
Imperial Chemical Industries in 


1993, with margins rising from 
sk to 10 per cent over the past 
four years. 

Martin Evans, the head of re- 
search at stockbroker Suther- 
lands, said the division “is 
much better than it was. It has 
reasonably good margins and 
a very good market position. 
This is a good deal for Zeneca 
and a good deal for the indus- 
try”. 


BT banks on Internet 
boom to beat recession 


By Michael Harrison 

BRITISH TELECOM yesterday 
shrugged off worries about an 
economic slowdown as it re- 
ported a strong rise in profits 
powered by an explosion in 
Internet traffic. 

Sr Peter Bonfield, chief ex- 
ecutive, said BT was beginning 
to see signs of a slowdown and 
forecast that growth could slow 
next year to between zero aDd 
1 per cent- lower that the Cfaan- 
ceBor Gordon Brown's forecasts. 

But he said it would not be 
a “bloodbath”, and indicated 
that BT expected to be bol- 
stered try the extraordinary 
rise in Internet, data and multi- 
media traffic on its network. 

He was speaking as BT un- 
veiled a 14 per cent rise in un- 
derlying pre-tax profits for foe 
second quarter to £778m, 
fuelled by a sharp jump in busi- 
ness revenues and an esplosta 
in foe number of homes in- 
stalling a second fine to surf the 
Internet or linV up to interac- 
tive services. 

Ibp-Iiue profits soared to 
£L878bn for the three months 
to the end of September as BT 
booked a tl.ibn profit on the 
sale erf its 20 per cent stake in 
MCI to WorldCom. 

BT which generates all its 
profits from UK operations and 
still accounts for more than 90 
per cent of all telephone fines, 
restricted the net loss of resi- 
dential fines to 6Sfi00 during the 
half yean compared with a re- 
duction of 230,000 in foe same 
period last year 

Robert Brace, finance dfirectoq 
said the slowdown fa erosion of 
its domestic customer base was 
due more to households installing 
asecondfoe thanrrtammgtoBT 
from rival operators. 





Robert Brace, BT finance director (left), and Sir Peter Bonfield, chief executive, have seen a quadrupling of 
Internet access customers in the last 15 months and a big jump in homes taking a second line Ntcola Kurtz 


In the 15 months between 
June last year and this Sep- 
tember, BTs Internet cus- 
tomers grew from 76,000 to 
280,000 and its new CHck Phis 
pay-as-you-go Internet service 
has attracted 20,000 customers 
in three weeks. 

Mr Brace estimated that 
Internet revenues now 
amounted to 2300m to £400m a 
year Much of this is pure profit 
since it is incremental in c om e. 

Despite £250m worth of price 


reductions, BTs inland call 
revenues still rose by 2 per cent 
to just over £2^bn during foe 
six-month period on a 6 per cent 
rise in call volumes. However, 
international call revenues fell 
by 8 per cent to £733m. 

Despite foe Ei.ibn MCI 
windfall and a gearing of just 
4 per cent, BT gave little indi- 
cation that it was planning tore- 
turn large amounts of cash to 
shareholders following last 
year's £2bn special dividend. 


The group indicated that it 
would prefer to use its surplus 
cash to invest in expansion of 
the domestic and internation- 
al networks. Capital expendi- 
ture on the network is running 
at £3bn a year while BT is in- 
vesting a further £lbn abroad, 
including heavy investment to 
roll out its European network. 

Cellnet. the mobile tele- 
phone operator in which BT has 
a 60 per cent stake, added 
230,000 customers in the three 


months between July and Sep- 
tember; taking its customer 
base to 3.39m. 

Sr Peter indicated that BT 
would be lobbying the Govern- 
ment to be allowed to buy out 
foe remaining 40 per cent in 
Cellnet owned by Securicor. 
This would allow BT to offer an 
integrated fixed-mobile net- 
work when it bids next year for 
one of the three third-genera- 
tion mobile licences. 

Outlook, page 23 


Top three quit East Midlands 


By Michael Harrison 


THE THREE top executives at 
East Midlands Etectricfly have 
quit the group following its 
£Utan takeover by PowerGen, 
it emerged yestenfoy 
Bob Davies, East Midlands’ 
chief executive, Andrew Halford, 
finance directoc and Keith Stan- 
yard, distribution director; have 
all left the company although 
PowerGen insisted that each of 
than had been offered jobs to 


Dennis directors go after fierce bid battle 


TWO TOP directors of Dennis 
left the group yesterday just 
weeks after foe bus parts 
makes* was bought by the en- 
gineer Mayflower in a body- 
contested £269m bid, writes 
Francesco Gnerrera. 

Steve Burton, the chief ex- 
ecutive, will step down at the 
end of the month and could be 


in line for a payout of around 
£134, 000. Brendan Geary, the 
finance director is set to leave 
in February with a payoff of 
around SH2400. John Fleming, 
a Mayflower efirectca; has been 
appointed chairman ofDennis, 
now a fufiy-owned subsidiary 
of the engineering group. 

Sources dose to Mayflowec 


which won Dennis after a 
fierce ted battle with rival bus- 
maker Henlys, sad that tire de- 
partures were part of a 
“smooth transition”. Messrs 
Burton and Geaiy led the Den- 
nis board which backed 
Henlys’ offer until the last 
days of the bittargiang that the 
two businesses had a better fit 


The three, executives are un- 
derstood to have been entitled 
to 18 months pay for loss erf 
office. Mr Davies was on a 
salary orf £237,000. 

News <rf the high-level de- 
partures came as PowerGen re- 
ported an 8 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits fin* the half-year 
to £16601 and said it aimed to 
launcb foe sale of two erfits coel- 
fired stations within the next few 


PowerGen agreed to dispose 


of stations - understood to be 
Kddlere Ffenyin tbeNartinrest 
and Ferrybridge in Yorkshire - 
in return for approval to buy 
East Midlands. 

The sale could raise up to 
£Um and has attracted interest 
from a dozen potential bidders. 
But the sending out of the for- 
mal memorandum for sale to in- 
terested parties has been hdd 
up by delays in getting clearance 
on emissions limi ts far the sta- 


tions from the Environment 
Agency. 

PowerGen cannot advertise 
the stations until it knows by 
how much they will have to cut 
their sulphur emissions, some- 
thing which has im portant im- 
plications for their operational 
efficiency. 

In January foe agency rec- 
ommended that the UK’s target 
erf reducing sulphur emissions 
by 84 per cent be brought for- 


ward from 20015 to 200L Since 
then the Department of Trade 
and Industry has published its 
energy review requiring large di- 
vestments of coal-fired stations 
by foe generators. One Power- 
Gen executive said there was a 
l Tackofjomed-up thinking'' be- 
tween the two departments. 

RwerGensaid it expected to 
sell the two stations with loog- 
term coal contracts in place. But 
it refused to efisdose how much 


extra coal it was negotiating to 
bqy firm RJB Mining, the coun- 
try's biggest producer and denied 
that it was under pressure from 
the Government to reach a deal. 

Ed Wallis, executive chair- 
man, said US expansion re- 
mained a priority for PowerGen. 
But he said that following the 
collapse of its planned “merger 
of equals” with Houston Indus- 
tries. FbwerGen would now took 
at straightforward acquisitions. 

The cold summer and a £29m 
contribution from East Mid- 
lands helped lift operating prof- 
its for the six months to the end 
of September from Q87m to 
£22&nm thesis months. But the 
East Midlands acquisition also 
helped raise net debt to £2fibu, 
leaving PowerGen with gearing 
of 155 per cent 

The group is changing its 
year-end to December in line 
with East Midlands' reporting 
period and win announce nine 
month results vtesd March. 

Outlook, page 23 


Taiwan 
lifts jobs 
gloom 
in the 
Glen 


By Michael Harrison 
AND CLIFFORD GERALIN 


THE GLOOM on the jobs front 
lifted a little yesterday after a 
Taiwanese electronics compa- 
ny announced plans to set up in 
Scotland creating up to TOO 
jobs. 

But the good news was tem- 
pered by a fresh round of cut- 
backs in the oil industry with 
Shell announcing 750 more job 
losses than expected and Tex- 
aco axing 1,000 jobs in explo- 
ration and production. 

Universal Scientific Indus- 
trial Company of Tbiwan is to 
build a £i5m plant at Irvine in 

Ayrshire -Silictm Glen -to pro- 
duce components for the com- 
putet; telecoms and automotive 
industry 

The announcement was 
seen an important boost for the 
Government's drive to attract 
more inward investors follow- 
ing high-profile factory clo- 
sures fay Siemens and Fujitsu 
in the North East 

Barbara Roche, the DTI 
minister responsible for in- 
ward investment said: "Hus in- 
vestment represents an 
important rote of confidence in 
the UK electronics industry.” 

The Taiwanese investment 
was semredwfo support from 
the Invest in Britain Bureau. 
Locate in Scotland and focal en- 
terprise agencies who fought off 
strong European competition. 

There are now nine Tai- 
wanese electronics companies 
in Scotland who will employ 
more than 4,000 by foe turn of 
the century. 

SheA is cutting a total of 3,000 
jobs in its European oil prod- 
ucts businesses. This is equiv- 
alent to 20 per cent of foe 
workforce, not the 15 per cent 
reduction initially announced. 

A spokesman said that the 
job losses would be achieved by 
a combination of redeployment, 
natural wastage and redun- 
dancies. 

Texaco blamed its 1,000 job 
losses - 12 per cent of its ex- 
ploration and production work- 
force - on weak oil prices and 
said foe move would save it 

$200m a year. 

Meanwhile, a £10m bid for 
Crabtree, specialist maker of 
machinery for colour printing 
drink and food cans, has saved 
380 jobs at the group's 
Gateshead headquarters which 
faced an uncertain future. 

The board is recommending 
a rescue bid worth 5 Op a share 
from LTG Technologies, a whol- 
ly owned subsidiary of LTG 
Holding, based in Stuttgart. 
LTG Technologies, which se- 
cured an AIM listing six weeks 
ago, has been talking to Crab- 
tree since August and has al- 
ready underwritten an 
overdraft for the company. 

Crabtree's business' has 
been hard hit by the global 
downturn in demand for capi- 
tal equipment 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


GROWING TENSION over Iraq hit 
shares and at one time Fbotsiewas 
down 74.4 points. It recovered lost 
ground, dosing 27.8 lower at 5.449. 
Oil shares benefited from the 
possibility of renewed hostilities in 
the Gulf with Shell leading the 
charge with an lL25p gain to 
254^5p. Zeneca's plan to seD-off its 
specialities operations, which 
could fetch up to atm, lifted the 
drug group 28p to 2£83pw British 
American Tobacco was puffed a 
further 6 £p higher to 5Z3£p on 
hopes of a US litigation settlement 
Derek Run, page 25 


NEW YORK 


THg DOW JONES Industrial 
Average crept marginally higher 
in early trade in New York, and 
was trading up 1&44 points at 
8839.26 by lunchtime. 

Oil stocks, including Exxon and 
Chevron, rose on speculation that 
a militar y strike in Iraq would 
disrupt supply from the GolC 

Computer-related stocks, 
however; fared poorly. The 
Nasdaq Composite was trading 
down 0.1 per cent at 1860.27 In 
ea rty trade. Shares to Intel, the 
chip manufacturer; fell after 
hitting a new high on Wednesday. 


TOKYO 


THE NIKKEI fell by 2.45 per cent to 
dose at 14.075.06 after the ruling 
liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
disappointed investors with its 18 
trillion yen (£90 billion) economic 
package. 

The LDP foiled to announce cuts 
in foe rate of sales tax. which was 
raised to 5 per cent back in April 
1997. However it did propose cuts in 
the rates of income tax and 
corporation tax. 

Russell Jones at Lehman 
Brothers in Tb&yo said: “There to 
nothing here that we didn’t know 
already.” 


FRANKFURT 


SHARES FELL sharply as traders 
anticipated a correction. The Xetra 
Dax of blue-chip shares dropped 
1.1 per cent to 4£5£26 points. 

Traders said the correction 
would have been bigger amid 
concerns over military tension in 
the Gulf and the growing threat of 
air-strikes against Iraq. But 
sentiment was boosted by the 
strong dollar and a stable bond 
market 

Deutsche Telekom, the former 
state-owned company, saw its 
shares slide by 2.1 per cent when 
it said it was cutting charges. 


SAO PAULO 


THE BOVESPA stock index was 
trading down 212.72 points or 2.74 
per cent - at 7550.27 by lunch-time 
yesterday. Investors were nervous 
ahead of the International 
Monetary Rind (IMF) bail-out 
package and were concerned the 
proposed fiscal austerity package 
would get stuck in Congress. 
Details of the IMF package could 
be announced today. The Central 
Bank’s Monetary Policy 
Committee lowered foe annual 
interest rate late on Wednesday 
from 49.75 per cent to 42^5 per 
cent after capital outflows slowed. 
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THE DECISION-MAKING process 
of the Bank of England's Mone- 
tary Policy Commitlee (MPC> is 
today spelt out by one of its 
members, amid concerns that a 
lack of information about the 
way its decisions are made could 
undermine the Bank’s inde- 
pendence. 

Writing in November’s Eco- 
nomic Journal Sir Alan Budd 
stresses that economic judge- 
ment plays a key role in Bank 
decisions, and explains that 
the MPC does not react to tem- 
porary changes in infla tion, 
even if this means infla tion 
misses its target 

Instead, Sir Alan writes, the 
MPC concentrates on the in- 
flation outlook two years ahead 

He says: “Focusing on a 
period one to two years ahead 
provides a practical and ap- 
proximate way of meeting the 
Chancellor’s instruction that 
the target is 2.5 per cent at all 
times while avoiding undesir- 
able fluctuations in output” 

In his article. Sir Alan sets 
ou t one of the most detailed ac- 
counts to date of the MPC’s de- 
cision-making process. 

He emphasises the impor- 
tance of the Bank’s 12 regional 
agents, three of whom brief the 
MPC on anecdotal and survey 
evidence on the Friday pre- 
ceding the monthly interest* 


BY I, F A PATERSON 





Sir Alan Budd: Looking at 
outlook two years ahead 


rate meeting. In this regular 
pre-MFC meeting, which usu- 
ally lasts a full day the com- 
mittee also hears detailed 
evidence from Bank econo- 
mists on a wide range of issues. 

The interest rate meeting 
itself is spread over two days, 
occupying an afternoon and 
die following morning. On the 
first day the MPC revisits the 
issues raised in the Friday 
briefing, resaving discussion of 
the appropriate policy reac- 
tion until tiie next morning. 

At the time of the quarterly 
inflation forecast the MPC has 
a series of lengthy meetings 
with Bank staff 

The MPC always holds a 
monthly interest rate meeting 
the week before the forecast is 
published, when it chooses the i 
level of rates most likely to re- 
turn inflation to target by the 
end of the two-year forecasting 
period. 

Although the MPC has now 
been setting interest rates for 
more than a year; there is still ; 
uncertainty in the City about 
how the committee works. The 
perception that it is too insu- 
lated from the real world has 
attracted heavy criticism from 
industry 

Conflision about the precise 
interpretation of the inflation 
remit has also prompted con- 
cern in academic circles. 

Writing in the same edition 
of the Economic Journal, Pro- 
fessor Charles Bean says that 
the Chancellor's phrasing of the 
inflatio n remit — in particular; 
the fact that the MPC is not told 
how quickly inflation should 
be brought back to target -runs 
the risk of jeopardising the 
Bank’s independence. 

However; Professor Bean 
concludes that, in practice, the 
scope for political interference 
in setting rates is limited. 


* Ci-UKFB 
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Regional airports such as BAA-owned Glasgow are seen by some as an answer to congestion in the South-east But BAA doubts that they can solve the problem 


Easing the airport traffic jam 


By Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 


LONDON'S AIRPORTS are 
bursting. A decision on the pro- 
posed Terminal 5 at Heathrow 
is still months away let alone 
a start fo the buOdmgvrork. Pas- 
senger numbere are growing at 
8 per cent yean The Govern- 
ment’s solution? The country’s 
regional airports. 

This week the Government 
cleared the local authority- 
owned airports for take-off by 
relaxing Treasury borrowing 
restrictions. The airports have 
been clamouring to be set free, 
claiming that it would be good 
for them and their regional 
economies, and would help to 
cope with the g row th in de- 
mand, currently sharply 
skewed to southern England. 

John Reid, the Transport 
Minister, outlined the Govern- 
ment’s thinking, saying the 
move would pave the way for 
local authority-owned airports 
to meet the challenges of the 
new millenigum. “Wfe want to 
maximise the contribution 
these airports make to their 


News Analysis: London’s air terminals are not going to be able to cope 
with rising passenger numbers. Can the regions come to the rescue? 


local economies, and to relieve 
congestion at airports in the 
South-east Giving finanrialTy 
sound local authority airports 
the power to raise private fi- 
nance for development work 
will he|p us do that,” he said. 

The move will allow local au- 
thorities to raise development 
capital on the money markets 
from April L pnahimg them to 
bring forward expansion plans 
to cater for growing demand. 

Although there are nine 
council-owned airports, only 
four are on the Government’s 
radar for next year - Manches- 
ter; Newcastle, Leed^Bradford 
and Norwich. Two others, 
’Daasside and Gloucesters hir e, 
are on the margins of prof- 
itability while applications from 
Blackpool, Exeter and Hum- 
berside are considered ex- 
tremely unlikely by the 
Department for Environment 
Hansport and the Regions. 

They will be able to expand 
more quickly than they would 


have done under the current 
rules, which allow them to in- 
vest their retained profits. This 
could mean the development of 
hotel and shopping facilities - 
all vital for attracting the 
modern air traveller 

The latest annual report for 
BAA, which owns seven UK air- 
ports including Heathrow, 
Gatwick and Stansted, illus- 
trates the point Whereas air- 
port and other traffic charges 
amounted to £507m, a growth 
of 8 per cent, retail revenue 
leapt 45 per cent to £877m. 

But BAA, which also owns 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen 
and Southampton, is not con- 
vinced provincial airports nan 
provide the solution. DesWOson, 
director of corporate affairs, 
said the company had lobbied 
strongly for the move the Gov- 
ernment announced this week, 
stressing it was not a question 
of competition. But he said: 
“This will lead to very fittie re- 
lief for the South-east problem.” 


He said 80 per cent of pas- 
sengers for London’s airports 
came from the South-east and 
would be unlikely to want to 
travel to northern England for 
a flight BAA expects the 95 mil- 
lion passengers at the London 
airports to double by 2015. 
“Even ifTenninal 5 is approved 
and Gatwick and Stansted 
realise the full potential of then- 
runways we won’t have suffi- 
cient capacity to meet demand.” 

Manchester Airport believes 
it can make an important con- 
tribution but wants the Govern- 
ment to go farther in allowing 
it to operate commercially. The 
airport has seen passenger 
numbers soar fay 60 per cent to 
16 ndfion over the last skjears. 

A spokeswoman said Man- 
chester; currently the third 
largest in the UK, could over- 
take Gatwick wi thin about 10 
years. “The South-east is con- 
gested and there is no more 
space at Heathrow or Gatwick. 
BAA is pulling forward its ex- 


pansion plan for Stansted It is 
very helpful that the Govern- 
ment has seen the role places 
like Manchester have to play." 

She said regional airports 
feared that European terminals 
such as Amsterdam, which has 
seen a growth of between 30 and 
40 per cent in tbe number of UK 
passengers, would simply suck 
up the spare demand 

She said Manchester could 
easily attract more transat- 
lantic airlines once it was able 
to expand and pointed to the 

1 mfllinnpiu!M>ng Bsii!jngrfiiit- 

tie services to Heathrow, half of 
whom she said were transfer- 
ring to long-distance flights. 

The regional airports want 
more from the Government 
Even under the new rules, Man- 
chester would not be able to in- 
vest as an equity partner in 
projects such as a high-speed 
transit system. As BAA has 
shown with its Heathrow Ex- 
press, such schemes are crucial 
in attracting passengers. 


SAINSBURY’S 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
FOR OUR CUSTOMERS 


GRE injects £ 300 m into PPP 
in life insurance shake-up 


ICED CHRISTMAS CAKES 


Sainsbury’s Rich Fruit Christmas -Cake (without marzipan) 2ib 

Sainsbury’s Rich Fruit Christmas Cake 2lb 

Sainsbury’s Luxury Christmas Cake 31b 

Sainsbury’s Hand-decorated Christmas Star Cake 31b 

Sainsbury’s Jane Asher Christmas Cake 31b 

Sainsbury’s Jane Asher Gift Cake & Pudding 


GUARDIAN ROYAL Exchange 
announced a sweeping re- 
structuring of its life insurance 
business yesterday in response 
to months of pressure from 
the (Sty. 

The insurer sold the bulk of 
its life and pensions business to 
PPP lifetime care, its newly- 
acquired subsidiary, for £220m, 
after injecting £300m into PPP 
to develop its business. 

The move allows GRE to dis- 
tribute all the {unfits from crit- 
ical iflness and term assu rance 
business to shareholders. PPP 
will now write nearly all of 
Guardian’s health and protec- 
tion business. 

Before tbe restructuring, 


By Andrew verity 


shareholders received cnty 90 
per cent of profits because the 
business was written into an 
old-style with-profits fond, with 
10 per cent going to policy- 
holders. The fond, first set up 
in 1720, will now dose to new 
business. 

The City has been pressur- 
ing GRE to do something to 
boost its life insurance business 
because it was failing to com- 
pete effectively. But analysts 
feared GRE might pay a big 
premium to buy another life in- 
surer. 

Shares rose by 2 per cent 
yesterday as it merged GRE 


had escaped from this (filemma 
by transferring its life busi- 
ness to PPP Analysts wel- 
comed the move. 

John Robins, group chief 
executive, said: “Tbday’s an- 
nouncement is the culmina- 
tion of many months’ work, 

infhtrimg Baiann with HM T)i»s- 

sury. We have been determined 
to improve the returns from our 
fife business for both share- 
holders and policyholders. Our 
ac q uis i tion of PPP healthcare 
group gave us toe ideal oppor- 
tunity.” 

GRE has already conducted 
three restructurings in the last 
two years and has cut its costs 
by 50 per cent over four years. 


concentrating on health, pro- 
tection and general insurance. 

The announcement failed to 
quell speculation that GRE re- 
mains a prime candidate for a 
takeover Yesterday the com- 
pany said its overall operations 
remained under pressure. 

In a separate trading state- 
ment, Mr Robins said: “Market 
trading conditions of other com- 
panies are consistent with our 
own experience, particularly in 
UK motor." 

GRE said it should achieve 
savings of £25m from the inte- 
gration of PPR plus a farther 
£3(tafrranttemtegrafic»oftwo 
US insurers, Peerless and In- 
diana, bought earlier this yean 


As a result of our continuous product sampling, we have 
identified that the icing on some of our Christmas cakes is not to 
our established high standards. While not harmful, this has affected 
the taste of some of these cakes. 

This only affects the small quantity of iced, cakes purchased 
before November 1 0th 1 998. 

We clearly wish to bring this to our customers’ attention well 
before Christmas so that we can replace these products for you as 
soon as possible. 

Customers who have purchased any of the cakes detailed above 
should return them to their local Sainsbury’s or Savacentre store 
where we will be happy to provide a replacement (or a full refund). 

We obviously wish to apologise to our customers for any 
inconvenience caused and emphasise that no other products 
are affected. 

For further information, 

please call our Customer Freephone on 0500 62 22 11 . 


Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd. 


Lucas to 

soothe 

investors 


Lonrho Africa on the attack 


LucasV&rity fa to embark on a 
maj or rhar m offensive among 
City institutions following the 
shareholder rebellion that 
thwarted the group’s attempt to 
shift its primary stock market 
fistin g and headquarters to the 
United States, writes Michael 
Harrison. 

A board meeting is due to be 
held later this month to discuss 
how to go about fence-mending 
with UK investors. One Lucas- 

Varity board member said: 
“Ctearty there are relationship 
issues between toe company 
and its shareholders in toe UK 
that have to be addressed." 

The move to the US was 
blocked after a group ofUKin- 
stitutionr holding 15 per cent of 
Lucas Varity shares, led by 
Schroders, voted against the 
board. Other dissenting insti- 
tutions were Legal & General, 
Standard life, Norwich Union 

and Prudential 

LucasVarity insists that the 
position of Victor Rice, its chief 
gwvnrfh ift and the main arfJiitfirt . 
of toe plan, is sot under threat 1 


LONRHO AFRICA, yesterday 
went on toe counter-offensive 
with a scathing personal attack 
on one of the George Soros- 
backed investors who are call- 
ing for a major shake-up of the 
troubled the sub-Saharan con- 
glomerate. 

In an angry outburst, 
Bernard Ashen the Lonrho 
Africa chairman, compared 
Miles Morland, the head of toe 
African investment fond Blak- 
eney Management, to the 
former Indonesia president 
Suharto and Imelda Marcos, 


By Francesco Guerrera 


the wife of toe former Phillip- 
ines’ dictator; describing him as 
so ruthless (hat “Suharto and 
Imelda Marcos have nothing to 
teach" him. Mr Asher accused 
Mr Morland of contradicting 
himself in negotiations with 
toe board over toe future of the 
botds-to -agriculture group, re- 
cently demerged from the late 
Tiny Rowland’s mining group. 

Mr Morian was unavailable 
for comment yesterday, but 
Joe Demby, a partner in Blak- 


eoey said that Mr Asher’s com- 
ments "smack of desperation”. 

Lonrho Africa yesterday 
called a special shareholders’ 
meeting, scheduled for 10 De- 
cemeber, to vote on the board 
changes proposed by Blakeney 
and fellow investment fund 
African Lakes, where one of the 
Soros funds own 13 pa* cent 

Blakeney and African Lakes 
- which hold 10.1 per cent of 
Lonrho - want to replace the 
current non-executive direc- 
tors, including Mr Ashen with 
their nominees. 


Turnover (£) 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Even toe predicted levels of 
growth could turn out to be a 
severe underestimate If the 
“open skies” pact between the 
UK and US - currently 
grounded after a breakdown in 
talks -ever takes off This would 
end restrictions on access to 
Heathrow for all US carriers. 

BAA's Des Wilson said the 
solution was twofold. First, the 
green light for Terminal 5 and 
for a planned £200m expan- 
sion at Stansted would allow for 
another 7 million passengers. 
Secondly the Government had 
to decide whether another run- 
way was needed in the South- 
east and where that should go. 

The Government’s thinking 
will be revealed in its aviation 
White Paper promised in the 
transport White Paper next 
summer. It will contain a new 
policy on UK airports, looking 
30 years ahead. More impor- 
tantly it will contain the Gov- 
ernment's policy on coping with 
South-east demand and there- 
fore cannot be published until 
after the final decision is taken 
on Terminal 5, something that 
could still be 18 months away. 
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The growth just keeps coming for BT 


NO WONDER British Ttetecom has 
been one of the best performing 

Stocks in the FTSE 100 this yeat De^ 

spite giving away more than £2bn 

vmrtfa of tariff cuts over the past five 

years and the onset of quite marked 
competition in the telecommuni- 
ca Lions market, profits just keep 
steamroHing ahead. 


—Vfv-iuu^, Yinmuc 

grows to compensate, boosted re- 
ceofiy by rapid growth in internet 
traffic, data and business sendees. 
Pbr investors, plodding old BT has 
all of a sudden taken on a fabulous- 



. —a re- 

name source of monopoly uti% 
profit, but at the same time if s in the 

stock markets latest glamour sec- 
tor; telecommunications. BT is seen 


Outlook 

oology revolution. Fourteen years 


” — - » ■ ■ "M J — ----- IJi J * 

growth - a quite rare combination. 

^hnnfiy enough, this is how the 
Government tried to market the 
company to investors when it was 
privatised in 1984. BT should not be 
seen as a utility its sponsors said, but 
a high growth, hi-tech enterprise at 
the forefront of the information teefa- 


tbe story. If unprofitable upstarts film 
Colt can be valuedat fitSm, BT must 
easily justify its £S2hn valuation. 
With the sharp prira* havin g rinnhlod 

this year; Sr lain Affiance, chairman, 
must be starting to think its time to 
hang up his spurs. 

It is still unkindly said in some 
parts of the City that this dramat- 
ic OUtperformance is small fkmb; 
to Sir lain, whose planned merger 
with MCI of the US might have had 
disastrous consequences for the 


share price. As it is, WorldCom 
stepped in and snatched the prize 
(dog?) from under Sir Bun’s nose, 
thus saving BT from its own folly. 

This is a trifle unfair; for actually 
tiie upward movement in BTs share 
price doesn't haroalot to do with the 
failure of the MCI deal Rather; it’s 
about a greater appreciation of the 
value of BTs assets in the deregu- 
lating continental r nnr k p *i of 
course, the company's corebusaness 
back here at home. 

And boy, does that core monop- 
oly keep coining it Competition - 
from mobile, cable and specialist 
business service providers - is 
now providing a real spur to lower 
prices and greater efficiency, but 
such is the growth in the market 
that BT is barefy feeling the effect 
Take internet traffic. From hardly 
anything a few years back, internet 
access is now providing BT with 
“hundreds of millions of pounds” of 
revenue a yean Since the margin- 
al cost of this extra traffic is virtu- 
ally nit the revenue goes straight 
through to the bottom line. 

If this sort of growth persists, it 


will eventually create its own reg- 
ulatory difficulties. BT and other 
telecommunications companies in 
Britain charge a standard local 
call rate for internet access. An in- 
ternet call tends to be considerably 
longer in duration than an onfinary 
voice call, so the potential revenue 
gain from this sort of traffic is sub- 
stantial A recent study by Pacific 
Bell in California showed that 30 per 
cent of internet calls in the US last 
three hours, and 7 .5 per cent last an 
astonishing 24 hours or more. 

lb some extent this is caused by 
the structure of tariffs in the US. By 
payingahigber monthly rental res- 
idential customers can obtain un- 
limited free Local telephony, with the 
result that there is no cost penalty 
to prolonged use of the internet By 
charging per minute for local tele- 
phony BT both regulates over use 
of the network, avoiding the now 
common congestion encountered in 
the US, and gains a terrific boost to 
revenues at the same time. 

Goodfor BX then, but not so good 
the internet usee who might rea- 
sonably think he’s bang exploited. 


It cannot be longbefore Oftd begins 
sniffing around at these new 
sources of high growth revenue. 
Until it does, BT is sitting pretty. 
Through recession and boom, the 
growth just keeps coming. 

PowerGen 

THERE ARE plenty of ex-PowerGen 
executives who can testify to Ed Wal- 
Us’s decisive style of management 
Over the years, he’s fired more 
directors titan you could shake a 
stick at "kesterday their ranks were 
swelled by a further three as the trio 
at the top of East Midlands Elec- 
tricity Ed’s latest acquisition, mys- 
teriously chose not to take up Ms 
offer of continued employment 
But now apparently the oW bruis- 
er has turned over a new leal 
Bnarreft he yesterday insisted that 
in future he would tike to be known 
as “avuncular Unde Ed” (serious- 
ly). Once upon a time, anybody who 
did not share Ed’s conviction was not 
long for this world. But now con- 
sensus is to be his middle name. He 


even volunteers the information 
that the niue-siroQgcammittee of ex- 
ecutives that runs PowerGen once 
overruled their executive chairman 
on a strategiebusiness investment 

Perhaps Ed has learnt from the 
spot of bother Sir Richard Green- 
burs' has landed himself in. Macho 
management only pays for so long. 
But at some point you have to 
begin planning the succession. 

fining a successor is a bit like con- 
tracting to buy power station coal 
a business th a t Mr Wallis knows 
rather more about If you leave it 
until the last minute of the llih bom; 
there is every danger of falling off 
a cliff edge rather than engineering 
a smooth transition. 

Ed has identified three candi- 
dates from the executive ranks to 
whom he could pass the baton. At 
the moment the favoured one looks 
to be Nick Baldwin, executive di- 
rector of UK operations. But as 
many a former colleague could no 
doubt vouch. Unde Ed can be a 
mercurial character. No wonder Mr 
Baldwin looked a mixture of bash- 
fulness and sheer terror yesterday. 


Private finance 


THIS IS a Government mighty keen 
on policy reviews, so it was only a 
matter of lime before a minister 
ordered a re-review of a review. Sir 
Malcolm Bates, chairman of Pearl 
Group, has been asked by Geoffrey 
Robinson, the Paymaster General 
to revisit his original review of the 
private finance initiative to see 
how the PF1 might be further im- 
proved. 

This was perhaps inevitable. 
Last week the Chancellor an- 
nounced an £11 bn target for PF1 
projects over the next three years. 
If the Government is to meet its 
public spending plans, the PFI is 
going to have to start delivering 

Unfortunately, as the Exche- 
quer piles on the pressure for more 
PFI projects on the one hand, it is 
undermining their likelihood with 
the other by giving trade unions the 
right to vet these things for impact 
on public sector jobs. Sir Malcolm 
is going to find this review even 
more difficult than his last. 


Dollar and oil 
rise sharply on 
Iraq worries 


THE ESCALATING crisis in Iraq 
prompted sharp rises in oil 
prices, the dollar and US gov- 
ernment bonds yesterday. 

The dollar hit a one-month 
high against the yen, with the 
disappointing economic pack- 
age unveiled in Tokyo also help- 
ing to undermine the Japanese 
currency. 

The US currency climbed 
more than 1.5 per cent to 
123.98 yen, before later paring 
some of its gains in New York 
trade. 

Dealers speculated that mil- 
itary intervention in the Gulf 
would disrupt oil deliveries 
from the region. 

Earfyyesterdsyeiraring De- 
cember Brent crude ofl futures 
were trading 18 cents higher at 
$12^9 a barrel, having been up. 
asmuchas40centsearfieriiithe 
day. However; dealers noted that t 

Brent crude was stitimore tiiah " 
$4 a barrel down on the yean 

Investors began to move 
their money to the “safe haven” 
of US government bonds, which 
opened strongly higher in New 
York. Other bond markets also 
Eared well, a reflection both of 
the tensio ns in the Gulf and the 
disappointing performance by 
Asian and European stock 
markets. 


By lea Paterson 


Nirir S tampnhw in ririrfytm . 

amist at Bank Austria Credi- 
tanstalt Hi tores said; “Bond 
markets have benefited from a 
weakness in equities which was 
triggered by a disappointed re- 
action by the Japanese equities 
market to the latest Japanese fis- 


The Japanese Nikkei stock 
index tumbled by almost 25 per 

<ynt after the rulin g TjhwalDe- 

mocratic Party (LDP) outlined 
an unimaginative 18 trillion 
yen (£90bn) fiscal package. 

The LDP wants to cut the 
top rate of income tax as well 
as the rate of corporation tax, 
but anafysts had been hoping 
for cuts in foe rate of sales tax 
- an indirect tax like VAT. 

Economists are sceptical 
about tile benefits of cutting 
Japanese rtoanetax, as the ad- 
ditional tends to be saved 

by consumers rather than spent 
Mr Stamenknvic said: “This 
package is unlikely to trigger a 
substantial pick-up In domestic 
demand, crucial for recovery.” 

The negative sentiment in 
Asia spilled over into the Lon- 
don stock market, where the 
FTSE 100 closed down 27.8 
points at 5449. 



Young profits up but brewer 

warns of difficult conditions 

JOHN YOUNG, chairman of Young & Co, yesterday 
unveiled a 5 per cent increase in aJus^P^ax PJ^ 5 
at the London-based brewer and drew attention to the 
“difficult market conditions" experienced across the 
industry, due to “poor summer weather and a general 

OninnSsSS Group, which felled in its attempt to break 
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Now you can Talk 
to your Time PC! 

It’s not science fiction, but 
science fact! 



Using a Time PC 
is now Easy! 

You can command your 
Time PC by simply talking 
to it. Run software, dictate 
letters, print and fax 
without having to touch 
the mouse or keyboard! 
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This is because every Time PC has IBM's 
state-of-the-art ViaVoice 98 Executive speech 
recognition system built-in (as seen on TV) and Time 
is the only PC range in the UK so designed! 

Whafs more this superb FamifyPC Package also 
includes atop quality printer, scanner, Internet pack, 
games pack, business suite and much more! Everything 
for just £799 +VAT. 



Time can offer such amazing value because we cut 
out the middleman by building our PCs using the latest 
technology and selling them direct to you via our own stores. 
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Educational Software Pack 


7 tides -Top ency dmwdMtt . languages, 6CSE 
Pads and more! (FWP over £500) 
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Our promise to you - 


ft’s Time 

for satespeople who take the 
time to understand your needs 

ft’s Time 

*; for dear explanations in 
ptfEwi pr^h - not jargon 

- Ifefime ■ 

for compute 

wfth you and can be updated 

it’s Time 

. tocutoutthe n*Wteman 
and cut tiie cost of computers 


Now over 110 
stores nationwide 

Open 7 days a week 
For store details Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 
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Months Interest Free Credit 

NO Deposit NO Payments NO Interest 

; for iri^oi^orders ' .yjUrrffl'NoveiTfoef V99 ... R fully repaid by November ©99 

M the end of12 months stther pay cash.pncfi of £1000 (APR 0%) or 36 rrexiths at £48.88 total price 
£17fifr.00 APR 26l8%. Finance is subject tb'.status: Written detaiis Time, Simonstone, BB12 7GT 


Visit your local TIME store 
for your FREE Video 
"Choosing the Right 
PC” presented by 
Anna Walker in plain 
jargon- free English. 
Plus pick up our latest 
PC Buyer's Guide. 
Offers extended to 19th November 


Direct Order Line Freephone 

0800 771107 

Direct Sales Lines Open: 
Monday-Friday 8.30am-8pm. 
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 1Qam-4pm 
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With BT Connect to 
Business you can 

follow the markets 
even more closely. 
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BT Connect to Business allows you 
to track your share portfolio, keeping 
you constantly up-to-date. 
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Freefone 0800 800 800 . 
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BUSINESS/25 


knee 


TENSION in the Gall 
had the predictable impact on the 
SSL?"!?** 5 °? shar es moved 



, . a— a UUPUU- 

pty is regarded as more than 
adequate a knee jerk reaction was 
mevitable. 

So British Petroleum rose i $ 5 p 
to S99-5p and even, much-criticised 
Shell flared lU25p to 354.5p. En- 
terprise Oil ended 20p higher at 
395p and la sm o was up 5.5p at 
173.5p_ 

Some defence stocks strensth- 
“«d on the prospect of mflitarv ac- 
tion against Iraq, with British 
Aerospace 6p stronger at 444p 
and General Electric Co 4p firmer 
at 476p. Cobham, helped by an an- 
gsts meeting at Dresdner Hem- 
wort Benson, climbed 47.5p to 805p. 

The Iraqi brigade advanced as 
most of the market retreated. Fbot- 
sie, at one time off 74.4 points, 
ended 27.8 down at 5,449 in mod- 
erate trading. Supporting shares 
also gave ground. 

It was generally another lack- 
lustre display with any near-term 
interest rate cuts on this side of the 

Atlantic seemingly ruled out but the 


Market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


prospect of another US reduction 
still high on the agpr^fe 

EMI, the showbiz group, fell 
i4Jip to 350p with DEB negati ve 
WPP, the advertising consultancy 
lost 2L5p to 320p as Warburg Dil- 
lon Read offered caution. 

Prudential Corporation finned 
2p to 822p following a presentation 
for its US offshoot .Jackson Nation- 
al; a US quote for the Pru seems to 
be on the cards. GRE, the old 


in the takeover spotlight, jungjfagflp 
to 292p in a late flurry of trading. 


British American Tobacco 
finned a further &5p to 523 .Sp on 
hopes of a US smoking and health 
settlem e nt, but Pearson fell 3ip to 
UDOQp as further difficulties seemed 
to kxnn over its US Simon & Schus- 
ter deal The US fond which has 
agreed to buy part of S&S wants to 
cut the price it agreed to pay 
Gtamadacontimiedtoencountw 

anxiety avar th e ONd jgjfo l la flneh. 

falling 26p to 86Qp. Its digital part- 
ner. Carlton Conunmucations, 
firmed 9.5p to 4i24>p. Lehman 
Brothers is encouraged by 
ONtfighaTs prospects. It believes 
the digital interest is worth Sp a 
Granada share and 46p a Carlton 
share. Analyst Juhen Roch says: 
“We see ONcEgital as an investment 
of littie risk for Granada ... which 
could bear high rewards." The 
shares are regarded as a buy. 

Zeneca firmed 28p to 2£83p 
following its decision to sell its 
specialities division, which could 
fetch up to fib cl 

Danka Business Systems had 
another difficult session, off 6p to 
63p. The hard-pressed group un- 
derlined its change of fortunes with 
half-year losses of G.77m against 


a £4Sm profit The shares have 
crashed from almost 850p in the 
past two years. 

Ladbroke's trading statement 
lifted the shares 6.5p to 23L5p. 
But BT fell S5p to 8fl3p, registering 


WITH BEER and cider 
corporate action taking place, 
can a Scotch whisky bid be Ear 
behind? Boro Stewart, the 
hard-pressed group, jumped 6p 
to 19p> The whisky producer, 
specialising in own-label 
brands, has had a difficult 
time. Floated at 140p seven 
years ago, the shares touched 
160p but have been down to 
IflLSp. It could be that its 
fortunes are improving but it is 
more likely buyers are 
anticipating bid action. 


(fisappomtaientthat ft was not raid- 
ing its cash pile for a special divi- 
dend or a share buy-back. 

Debenhams hardened to 38SL5p 
as HSBC upgraded but Next was 
ton 19p to 471p after ABN Amro re- 
duced its profit forecasts by £5m to 
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£i58raandby£i0mto£i68m. It re- 
gards the stores as overvalued. 

Exporters were tortured by ster- 
ling’s renewed strength. Engineer 
Siebe weakened 9p to 225p and 
Rolls-Royce 7p to 223p. 

A rash of profit warnings from 
under-card currency-sensitive 
shares also ruffled sentiment. 
United Overseas warned about 
second-half profits and fell l8.5p to 


27.5p: engineer Haden MadeHan 
gave up 2L5p to 59.5. after saying 
year’s figures would be below ex- 
pectations. and lower profits from 
Oxford Instruments clipped the 
shares -lap to 167 jp. 


Bice WAS back in the 
spotlight with buyers still 
banking on a demerger of the 
cable and construction group 
ora takeover bid for the whole 
group. In busy trading. Seaq 
put turnover at almost 
21.5 million shares, the price 
hardened 3p to 5?p. Four 
years ago BICC was riding at 
4G5p. Early this week the 
group met analysts to present 
its case and try to ease 
speculation of corporate 
activity. 

Computer group AIR lost up to 
85 .5p after a downbeat trading 
statement and World Telecom 
softened 21p to 75p following a 
warning that losses would be 
higher than expected. 

Heritage Bathrooms steamed 


a further 16p higher to 2l25p as a 
220p-a-share offer duly appeared; 
Allied Carpets remained just short 
of bid action with the shares hold- 
ing at 53p in busy trading. One 
buyer for 66,000 was prepared to pay 
more than 55p 

Delta, the electrical group, put 
on 7p to i-iflp in brisk trading. The 
market expects a bid. At one time 
TT was the favourite to pounce but 
the acquisitive engineer sold most 
of its shore slake. 

Graham, the builders merchant, 
added 7.5p to i3fi.5p on hopes of a 
CRH bid. Rage Software, the 
computer games group, shaded to 
93p. It has switched stockbrokers, 
moving from Durlacher to leather 
& Greenwood. 

Express Dairies rose 5p to I55p. 
BT Alex.Brown and Charterhouse 
Tflney rate the stores a buy. The in- 
vestment houses experts profits of 
around £G0.5m this year and further 
progress next year. City’ Centre 
Restaurants attracted attention, 
gaining 7.5p to 69p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: Kl L3m 
SEAQ TRADES: 52.560 
GILT INDEX: n/a 




Testing time ahead 
for Capital Radio 


THE NEXT six months should 
prove crucial in establishing 
whether one of the old problems 
of commercial radio stations 
has been successfully cured. 

In the last recession, radio 
advertising suffered an alarm- 
ing fall because it was not well 
established in clients' media 
spending plans. Radio adver- 
tising is now much more robust 
as a medium, but even so, a 
bard landing in the economy 
would prove wounding. Some 
local newspaper groups, for 
example, are already seeing a 
softening in recruitment ad- 
vertising. 

This said, Capital Radio 
looks one of the most solid 
companies in the sector Yes- 
terday's full year profits of 
£S7.7m, up 8 per cent were 
below some expectations but 
the company looks to be shrug- 
ging-off the disappointments of 
losing out in the hidding for Vir- 
gin Radio, which cost it almost 
Elm in adviser's fees. 

Capital has expanded its 
radio business with the acqui- 
sition of the Red Dragon and 
Xfm stations in May. Radio ad- 
vertising is strong with big 
clients like Procter & Gamble 
signed to long-term contracts 
and there is no hint yet of the 
slowdown having an impact 
Advertising revenues grew by 
six per cent and margins edged 
up from 36.9-38.2 per cent 

Capital's brand remains 
strong and its stations are mar- 
ket leaders in its regions. This 
should stand the group in good 
stead in a weakening economy 
and the battle for advertising 
spending intensifies. 

The restaurants business, 
which has suffered from man- 
agement problems at the old 
My Kin da Tbwn business, im- 
proved profits to £2 .3m. The 
portfolio has been rationalised 
to concentrate on Capital’s core 
broadcasting regions and going 
forward the division will con- 
centrate on just two concepts, 
the Radio Cafes and Havana 
Latin American restaurants. 

On Panmure, Gordon's cur- 
rent year profit forecasts of 
£41 m the shares - unchanged 
at 562.5p yesterday - trade on 
a forward multiple of 15. If the 
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CAPITAL RADIO: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £4 1 6.5m. share price:562.5p (+0p) 
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economy drifts towards a soft 
landing that could look good 
value. But even on more pes- 
simistic forecasts the shares 
lookadecenthold. 

Odds lengthen 
for Ladbrokes 

ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY is 
lf p gf;hr»ntnfl the odds on Lad- 
broke’s being a winner The ho- 
tels and betting business is 
fagfing the strain of the slow- 
down in the UK and of the 
global economic meltdown. 
Tfesterday’s third quarter trad- 
ing update provided a glimpse 
of the troubles ahead. 

True, profits were around 20 
per cent ahead of last year; dri- 
ven by the Wbrid Cup betting 
hmanm and snSd growth In Ihe 
Hilton European holds. But 
Ladbroke’s devil is in toe detail 
On the hotels side, which pro- 
vides around per cent of 
group revenue, toe terrorist 


threat in Kenya and the Middle 
East has scared-off tourists, 
while the turmoil has 

savaged Asian reservations. In 
the UK, which contributes half 
of the division's profits, growth 

15 glnying, ftg perfolly in London 
where big cotpogate customers 
have slashed travel costs. 

The betting division has tra- 
ditionally been more reces- 
sion-proof than hotels and 
underlying growth remains 
good However you can expect 
a short-term downturn as the 
World Cup effect wears off, 
while the forced sale of Coral 
will deprive Ladbroke of valu- 
able critical mass. 

The flop of the new football 
lottery game “Easy Play' 1 , with 
sales sharply betowLadbroke’s 
expectations, will result in a 
£9m exceptional loss at toe 
yearend. Looking ahead, much 

will depend on which way the 
UK economy goes. If it is a soft 
landing, Ladbroke should be 
able to cushion the blow to the 
hotels business with the steady* 


ish earnings of the betting 
shops. Anything worse than 
that and 1999’s figures could 
look bleak. 

Mixed bag for 
ED&F Man 

ED&F MAN. the commodities 
turned financial services group 
delivered underlying profits of 
£55 An in the six months to the 
end of September; an increase 
of 39 per cent But a storming 
performance from asset man- 
agement and the brokerage 
business was offset by a poor 
result from agricultural prod- 
ucts and triggered a lOp fall in 
the shares to 2&5p. 

Asset management, which. 
includes offishord investment 
products aimed at wealthy in- 
dividuals, generated £4&2m in- 
cluding substantial fee incomes 
based on successful invest- 
ment performances. The bro- 
kerage business which handles 
fi na n c i a l futures and foreign ex- 
change as well as energy and 
metals contributed £10.7m be- 
fore exceptional costs of £Um 
on two new acquisitions. 

But profits from agricultur- 
al products slumped to £700,000 
from last year’s £l&8m at the 
same stage, suffering heavy 
losses in sugar and alcohol 
Only the ingredients division 
did well, producing a profit of 
C75m. up 20 per cent on the pre- 
vious period. 

It is hand to see a quick re- 
covery in the agricultural prod- 
ucts side although, traditionallx 
there is a bias in favour of the 
second ball Financial services 
are also recessionprone, and it 
is hard to see farther expo- 
nential growth, but this com- 
pany is unique in its sector 
serving high net worth indi- 
viduals, and it depends rela- 
tively Stile on the prospects for 
the UK economy- 

Forecasts for the full-year 
are unchanged at £2l6m and 
earnings of 3L5p in the current 
year; rising to £i3Sm and earn- 
ings of 34.6p next year At less 
than nine time forward earn- 
ings the shares look a tempting 
gamble. 



John Hall, chief executive of media group Metrodome (with doll), and his finance director Howard Mighell 

Boss left holding the baby 


YOU KNOW the Christmas 
shopping frenzy is upon us 
when chief executives agree to 
be photographed cuddling Cab- 
bage Patch dolls. 

John Hall reversed two of 
his companies into Metrodome 
in Ftebruazy and became chief 
executive of the AIM-listed 
media group. This Saturday 
Mr Hall is laiwirhing the film 
The Cabbage Patch Kids at 
more than 50 cinemas accross 
toe UK 

Saturday is the fifteenth an- 
niversary of the birth of the 
Cabbage Patch phenomenon. 
There are now 86 minion of the 
creatures In the world. 

The idea is that you “adopt” 
one of the dolls as if it were a 
real child. So win MrHafl begg- 
ing the dolls to his children tins 
Christmas, I ask?. “My daugh- 
ter is 26 and my son 22," be 
laughs. “But my finance direc- 
tor Howard Mighell wflL” 

Mr Hall added that Mr 
Mighell efid not want to hold the 
baby on the photoshoot as "he 
is already going through the ter- 
rible two’s at home". 

EDDIE GEORGE, the Gover- 
nor of the Bank of England, 
agreed to answer questions 
from the general public yes- 
terday morning via the DTTs 
website - and got onty 13 ques- 


People and 
business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


tions in the hour-long session. 

More than 5,000 people 
logged on to the site, yet the 
DTI only managed to process 
just over a dozen queries. Per- 
haps the DTI should look to its 
own productivity. 

The questions were sup- 
posed to be about Europe, but 
the best inquiries ignored this 
completely. 

For instance, a Simon Rus- 
sell asked: “Do you think your 
nickname ‘Steady Eddie' is apt, 
andifsodoyou talce it as a com- 
pliment?" 

The Governor tapped back; 
“It's a compliment" 

Then “John Moore from 
Caterham" let rip: “When will 
you work it out that your inter- 
est rate policy has destroyed 
the economy-' and why is it that 
you can’t see the way Tag’ 
works when using interest 
rates, ie by the time you cut you 
have already done the damage 
-explain". 

Steady Eddie then earned 


his nickname as he calmly 
replied: “One has to keep this 
m proportion -the economy has 
been growing at S per cent for 
the fast five years and unem- 
ployment is at its lowest level 
for the past 18 years - that is not 
a destroyed economy." 

The Governor added that 
be was conscious that some bits 
of the economy were hurting 
“severely”, but regrettably the 
economy as a whole needed to 
be slowed down. 

“If inflation were allowed to 
take off we would not avoid the 
slow down, we would just arrive 
at it later" he concluded. 

THE Financial Services Au- 
thority (FSA) is determined 
not to live in an “ivory tower” 
- despite moving to a giant sky- 
scraper in Canary Wharf which 
Her Majesty the Queen win 
open next Wednesday. 

Howard Davies, chairman 
of the FSA. has lured David 
ChaHen, chairman of J Henry 
Schroder & Co. to head up a 
Practitioner Ftxrum. which will 
act as a sounding board be- 
tween the regulator and finan- 
cial services industry. 

Other members named so 
far will include Barry Bate- 
man, President, Fidelity Man- 
agement; Donald Brydon, 
Chief Executive. AXA Invest- 


ment Managers; Amelia Fhw- 
cett. Managing Director, Mor- 
gan Stanley Dean Witter; 
Richard Harvey. Chief Exec- 
utive, Norwich Union: Brendan 
Nelson, Chairman, Financial 
Sector, KPMG; Martin Ritch- 
ley. Chief Executive, Coventry 
Building Society: Pan! 
Spencer. Chief Executive, 
Royal and Sun Alliance; and 
Derek Wanless, Chief Execu- 
tive. NatWest 

The FSA also plans to an- 
nounce a customer's forum 
soon, and a smaller practition- 
ers’ forum is planned for next 
year. 

YUPPIES and D inkies should 
make way for newer classifi- 
cations of consumers, says 
Christine Walker, head of 
Walker Media. 

Nipples (New Irish Profes- 
sionals Living in Londoni and 
Sitcoms (Single Income, Two 
Children and Oppressive Mort- 
gage) are more useful terms for 
marketeers nowadays, she 
says. 

Companies should also bear 
in mind Sinbads (Single In- 
come. No Boyfriend and Ab- 
solutely Desperate i, Panses 
(Politically Active and Not 
Seeking Employment) and 
Puppies (Punjabi Upwardly 
Mobfle Professionals). 
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6.2296 
2.7381 
9.6555 
237.98 
13.475 
2.3009 


Country 

Argentina 

Bran! 

Chma 

Czech Rep 

EQpt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigeria 


Sterling 

(.6606 
1.9773 
13.746 
49 776 
5 6543 
3881.7 
360 85 
70.277 
13035.7 
0.5032 


2.6133 

IS.653 

57.404 

2.5633 

10.601 

1.4160 

B.4621 

9.333 

2.7831 

475.03 

12.849 

1.1194 

2756.7 

199.64 

6.6255 

3.1368 

3.1131 

12.S40 

285.29 

6.2235 

2.7209 

9.8340 

236.78 

13.410 

2.2807 


DoiUr 

Spot 

0.6022 

I. 57® 

II . 886 
34.860 
1.5501 
6.4242 
1.1639 
5.1375 
5.6667 
1.6897 
283.40 
7.7428 
1.4721 
1672.0 
12237 
3.7950 
10.0450 
19053 

0. 5316 
7.5305 
173.26 
3.7550 
(.6548 
5.75S3 
143.67 
8.1350 
1.3921 

1. C 


Dollar couimr 


1.0000 

1.1907 

8J77S 

29.975 

3.4050 

2337.5 

217.30 

42.320 

7850.0 
0.3031 

85.000 


1 moodi 3 month 


0.6030 

I. 5791 

II. 884 
34.810 
13501 
6.4204 
1.1651 
5.1305 
5.6584 
1.6872 
284.79 
7.7468 
1.4737 
1670.6 
121.86 
3.8780 

13023 

13815 

7.5490 

173.02 

3.7568 

1.6512 

53228 

143.52 

8.1259 

1.3876 


0.6045 

1.5797 

1130) 

34.700 

1.5495 

6.4083 

1.1683 

5.D52 

5.6414 

1.6823 

287.15 

7.7668 

1.4778 

1666.4 

120.58 

4.0050 

1.8961 

1.8818 

7.5805 

172.45 

3.7620 

1.6448 

53445 

143.13 

6.1061 

13787 


Oman 

Pakistan 

Phitliptnes 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

Sooth Korea 

Taiwan 

TTuBand 

Tortey 

UAE 


Sterling 

0.6353 
85.770 
67 586 
5.7390 
6.0454 
28894.4 

2183-5 

54.219 

61.276 

489047 

6.0952 


D-Mark 

Spot 

0.3564 

03344 

7.0341 

20.631 

03174 

33020 

03239 

3.0405 

3.3537 

1.0000 

167.72 

4.5823 

03712 

98933 

72.421 

2.2460 

53448 

1.1276 

03146 

4.4567 

105.54 

23223 

03793 

3.4061 

85.027 

43145 

0.8239 

03918 


Dote 

03850 

51-650 

40.700 

3.4560 

3.6405 

17400.0 

1314.90 

32.650 

36.900 

294500 

3.6705 


INTEREST RATES 


UK 


Sentony 

US 


Japan 


Base 

6.75% 

Dbcoum 

2.50% Prime 

BJ30% 

Discount 

0.50% 

France 


Lombard 

4.50% Discount 

4.75% Belgium 


Intervention 3.30% 

Canada 

Fed Funds 

5.06% 

Discount 

2.75% 

Italy 


Prhne 

7.00% Spain 


Central 

3.30% 

Discount 

4j 00% 

Discount 

5.50% TO-d Repo 

3.50% 

Switzerland 

Netherlands 

Denmark 

Swedes 


Discount 

1.00% 

SpAduance 

3.30% 

Discount 

4 .00% RepofAw) 

3.85% 

Lombard 

3.38% 


f BOND YIELDS 

C «*»07 3 m* dig 

ir 

«*« 

2>t dig 

Sjr dig 

10 V dig 


-0-02 

4.70 

0.08 

4.ra 0.11 

432 0.11 

524 0.12 


334 

0.00 

3.47 

0.00 

3.48 -0.02 

3.B1 0.01 

4.36 -0.02 

Canada 

um 

0.01 

433 

-0.02 

432 031 

496-0.01 

5.17 -0.02 

ECU 

3.90 

0.01 

3.57 

0.00 

330 -038 

3.86 -0.01 

429 -0.05 


0.00 

0.00 

339 

0.00 

3A9 0.01 

3.76 0.00 

4.37 -033 


0.01 

3.54 

0.01 

3-44 032 

3.79 031 

422 -031 


4.08 

0.00 

3.78 

0.01 

3.74 030 

334-0.02 

4.48 -0.03 


0.01 

0.00 

0.16 

0.00 

oil -031 

0.55-033 

0.85 333 

N^nds 

3.46 

0104 

3.50 

0.03 

3.54 0.01 

321 0.00 

425 *0.02 

Spain 

3.40 

0.03 

332 

-0.03 

3.51 0.01 

3.78 -0.01 

4.47 -033 

Sweden 

3.83 -0.05 

3-Wt 

■0.06 

186 -0.00 

4.15-0.09 

432 -0.07 

Stand 

1.S0 -0X1 

1.67 

-aoi 

1.46-033 

130-032 

2.57 -034 

UK 

635 

0.00 

6.45 

0.02 

5^47 -0.01 

5.12-032 

4.99 -0.07 

US 

4.40 

- 

430 

... 

4.48 

4.48 ... 

4.79 

MONEY MARKET RATES 



OMrigtt 

(«n k 

t mondl 

3 (ponds 6 manda 1 year 



EM oner 

BM Otfcr 

» Offer 

BM Offer ad 

Offer BB Offer 

IteawryBWs 




6.62 6.52 

6,45 635 


USOft 








Domestic Depos 

6.75 6.88 

6.81 634 

634 631 

6316.88 639 6.66 6346.41 

EunasterflngDe^ 

6.78634 

631 634 

637 7.00 

638 694 6.66 6.72 6386.44 

SgWe Barh BIB* 




636 6.56 

635 6.45 630 6.20 

ftehngCDs 




631 6.83 

637 6.79 6.58 6.48 6296.19 

BradoteCSs 




5.18 

131 5.06 


ECU Deccstt* 




338 3.S8 

119 188 322 3.72 

jMrWW.bIOOmtierff.COn3/ciJc 

Some: Bloomberg 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

lorn 

t=w now 
volume 

birtdSr 

lots ait 

Dee-98 

114.88 

1 15. IB 

114.42 

3894900 

114512.00 

SYKSUt 

Dee-98 

107 47 


... 


1571.00 

German Bund 

Dec-58 

112.47 




4269.00 

ftaitn Bond 

Dec-98 

11023 

110.86 

110 35 

1908000 

50457.00 

Japan Gnt Bd 

Dec-58 

138 95 

138.99 

13184 

1012.00 

0.00 

3 Mrfr Sterihg 

Dec-® 

9122 

9325 

9321 

1607900 

197785.00 


Mar-99 

93.74 

93.76 

93.71 

21297 00 

171801.00 

3 Mft Eoromarit 

Not- S3 

9A36 


— 


3675.00 


Dec* 58 

96.40 

9642 

96.39 

36363.00 

508556.00 

3Md)EurDHH 

Dec-98 

96 .23 

9631 

9629 

7655.00 

181392 00 


Mar-99 

9657 

9630 

96.57 

295600 

257434.00 

3Miii Euroyen 

Dee-58 

99.42 




0.00 

3 Mth £wosw*i5 

Dec-98 

98.40 

98.*6 

98.40 

15204 00 

61784 00 


Man 99 

98.41 

98.47 

98.40 

7264 00 

51092.00 

3 Mtfi Euro 

Noe-98 

96.36 




000 


Dec-99 

9636 

9637 

9636 

461.00 

9904 00 

FI5E100 

Dec-99 

5481.00 

55 10.00 

5430.00 

2311300 

196221.00 


UFFE FT5E 100 INDEX OPTION 


Seatomne Mac 5449.00 



Mm 



Dk 


JM 


Fed 


Series 

Call ksBiM Put imp Uol 

CaU 

Put 

Can 

Put 

CaU 

Put 

5350 

283 41 

25 

34 

396 

120 

484 

177 

549 

236 

5400 

241 35 

34 

34 

359 

130 

441 

189 

513 

252 

5450 

201 34 

44 

32 

3 22 

143 

405 

207 

482 

271 

5500 

184 33 

58 

32 

288 

159 

375 

226 

452 

290 


ENERGY AT 5:30f>M 


Brant OiKJef&barrelXias oAfS/tonne} WTl Pnx4*xs|S,'trw>r) 


JPE Law* Chg vw K One Oh W NM 
Dee 17.38 0341 61 73 Nor 109.00 2 » Sag* Dec 
JM 12.70 03517306 Dec 114 00 3.5012571 Jan 
Ft* 17870-35 1479 Jon 11800325 1*06 F«6 

Mar 


LSI* Qs SpotdFNWEur 
1383 0?fl -.3600 

1409 025 Naphtha 12900 
1*29 020 Gaul 108.50 

1451 031 FuelOai3.;fc!W.O0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES *t s j* 


BASE DATE 
inlet 1970-100 
Agricultural 1970=100 
Energy 1983=700 
mt Metals 1977=100 
U«tt« 1970=100 
P»c Metals 1973=100 


LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%CHGVTD 

149.43 

0.56 

0.38 

215.26 

-30.58 

195.96 

»U2 

-067 

231-23 

-1525 

52.29 

0.6D 

1.16 

85.86 

-39.10 

135 76 

0.00 

000 

168.79 

-19.57 

152,66 

■1-29 

-084 

191.03 

-20.09 

392.68 

5.90 

1 53 

463.54 

-15.29 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/tonne) 

Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

Dig 

UMEdcda Chg* 

AlOTnuum HG 

1313 

1314 

19.50 

1328 

13M 

13 

524125 

-1300 

WurricWm Altoy 

1099 

1104 

1200 

1131 

1132 

12 

36840 

40 

Copper A 

1579 

1580 

7.50 

1606 

1606.5 

6.5 

473425 

950 

Lead 

487.5 

488.5 

0.50 

498 

498 5 

05 

109150 

■75 

NicLel 

4185 

4195 

95 00 

4255 

4260 

96 

60552 

156 

Tui 

5485 

5495 

20.00 

5445 

5450 

35 

6925 

-W 

Zinc 

956 

957 

650 

973.5 

974.5 

5.5 

339775 

-1200 

PRECIOUS METALS 1 

pm ru/s per oz 

pm !U/£ per oz . 


Coins (SI 


Day s Year 
tfijc cha 

5 Year's 

Day v 
tty? 

chg 



Years 

cue 


Plamum 343.50 5.00 -49 .50 Platinum 707.15 3 25-22.65 Kxuc’ranfa 286.55 -20 35 
Rjlbdwn 275.75 3 75 63.75 PDUttucn 166.30 2.45 42 75 So»s to 50 
Silver 4.99 000 0.04 SOver 3.01 0.00 Oil NoMe*. 305.05 
Gold 294.45 0.95-13.70 Maple tal/ 288 15 -28.15 


AGRICULTURAL at 5:3 


GoCH 

IFK C tonne 
Dec98 973.00 
Mai991008.0D 
M*|99 
1027 AO 
White Sugar* 
UPFE 5. tonne 
1M: 0 

Det98 2«J0 
Marts 244.10 
Maj|99 744.50 


Coffee 
UFFE 5.' tonne 

Von 0 

No«9B203S.OO 
JanWI 672.00 
Mart9 1630.00 
Freight 

LIFFtSlUbp 
Vbt 0 

Worts 990.00 
Dec981010.00 
JaoSS 995.00 


Barley 
UFFE frianre 
VOL 0 

N0rt8 78.25 
Jan99 79.85 
MartS 82.00 

Wheat 
UFFE iitonr 
VoL 0 

No*98 78.50 
jan09 80.00 
Marts 82.00 


Potatoes 
UFEELiome 
VoL 0 

Maras 190.00 
AptS9 273.00 
May99 298.00 
Corn* 

CfiOT CenH'tehJ 
VW; 0 

DertS 223.50 
NtartS 234.50 
May99 241.00 


Lge Potatoes 

Kh 3 ?Sk kj 
VoL 0 

AprtS 578.50 
MJJ995SS.00 
3tm9S 594.25 
Soya Beans* 
caw S.H, t:« 

VoL Q 

NortS 63.30 
JanSS 42.60 
Marts 65.00 


OTHER SPOTS at s.-jupm 


Ok Live Game (Offil5'40L» 
F8> Port Betas (CMEl Sf4Qhfa 
Jan Orange Julre iCTN)S/15kt) 
Nw MMt {CSCjSffiOkfc 

Dec Can [C8T)S/5Mah 

Jan R» (WCE) 5/20tn 


63.33 Dee WNteMate (SWJVlDOim 61600 
46.45 Apr lUbter (KM) Y' 5k 9070 
119.40 Dec Con on (CTNlSSOhlb 66.31 
.. Nw Crude Palm jklq 5.25 m 236000 
114.50 Dee Soya Oil iCRTlS WMb 34 55 
33670 Apt Woolen tom PEM] 5500*5 116500 









26 /MANAGED FUNDS 


THE INDEPENDENT 

IS Niwnnhtr 1998- 




ui boj *t- n ana“ 

m»* l 

IBB UBO PotfnkE Ud . JOTSnatb 

tewmStoeoma CT160 £3362 080 1« 500 I . 

fWlffta* l«.rs 1S3J2 033 497 SOo ; 

Crow: J15.i£ 33907 308 JOJ SIB I SS*”*® 

NqbkKgnM 55CT SMS 010 765 i 00 jSgSS* 

bWn&IBto 96 09 IBM? ACT 056 6® I *“®*S 

- — rara— w ■ ■ ■ . | lAdRHlU 

MB BoKttTmt Ud 1 - 


Eipt/tagm 

am 

tfghbcanw 

GUnKnnto 


UK ten® 
iK Grown sue 
IK State Cos 


Ckq9 

BID 85J2 -059 ODD 500 
3S-69 3106 <N3 000 525 
3S130 375J5 -2.10 l* SOO 
TfflM 19300 -110 1901300 
HO 70 ISO JO A® 120 am 
8534 B6.C A* UK 000 
ICS 30 II9J0 010 030X500 


4 Battle Bridge Ini, London ££1 2HB 


I OrtfteateWa 


7777 78* A SI 0-10 000 


W: 0171 STB 7079 

SnartanGS’inl H6J8 3SS1 >241 0.17 500 
Brnrajn an Ces 93i£iLWi A.67 0 j too* 


IMaugmlU 

* 18175 16349 -107 B« 408 


tUk-Saicct 
tana nod 
taBCT 



ante On 
Uted Cartes 


156 74 165 35 -1J5 000 400 


«n*iK*SB»W TSE.H mu -028 OOO 530 BltaaEwBWe 221 S .TO® -2.18 075 400 
AsUPjc CCi5 C>| 67 -007 109X500 | BteTOBeWE 18504 13368 -182 075X400 


Asm Poe 

BaUTMfltttTBi 

Csn 

Cat s sab 
C*peute Bert 

EutOcJfl GflRHd 

taDcew ftae?, 


1E.4S uait 000 11B zoo ' MnHa 
957 9 57 aOO 825X DiO ' l»C«wSfcE 

161 CT lt}*3 -M5 237X010 ISDSiinaU 
2123 3666 4i£ 666 5 75 ■ MfirtWfcc 
3K7? 40910 -5.75 OfflHSM I HOtMUtU 
16876 :B173A*4 000X550 . H0BVtfl9He 


Anew 5734094 

A!MOK»K8fc ZS3fiD(U 
ASEAH H«3(U 

cn loooo i 


fia rod 250 h» 9743 10420-1® 183 550 MSoWODIBBC 20306 71135-211 aCO 400 


Owner in. wei 
Ghaai 2 t*en 
lanosi tras 


JO’S 2193 A5* 5 75 5.31 


39% 4263 411 9-CQ 558 | J*?» 
15536 tffl.16 -155 0D0 550 |JOTto_ 


MrnmnB-AJih 17251 18419 A 03 Oil 550 


UMffdftnfcia 

HngriWiiUe 


JXHiGaiff* 9972 10523 -351 000 5 00 | HaHJeflPIttoto 
Jjpm Influx 1 1B <S fatal -152 OM 100 ; PxSr. Grant 
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'AnwUirui ICD.BI ID! n aoi got 5 Ed I Caracas 

UanMvnmmc KJ} <5 90 014 73m SM ; Smrter On Act 

Fa*- 11597(101! -1J1 0C0 100 lUkftnod 

Pack SJraWry 4a 97 «659 A=5 0 00 s SO UK Grant to 

UK 9c* 456 46* 0A7 STS 550 r 
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,"JJ^" a "Sg 5 

t Sara Uri Am 

SJSS 8 'Iff! S 3 IS jSSSCS 
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! ucseffij® 


i immmmi 


RM.M64IF 

KIHMflN 


: AnwlsAz 

! SawOws 
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cnbUriMTMtaui 


All Sow LBb fond Hgn 
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Bo a di mitt aK 983B rneo-iw *10 e® 

Deocmftotolcr 61® 6546 OSS 000X 5® 
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BaancailK 
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BrasWxxrEsto 
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ocanuu 

DfetntkHMi AJC 
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bUBAfiiKlmAcr 
GtatulCtXB 
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ftJBflc 6 ct 
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UK GfCvrB! Arr 
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992i mso -ua cm soo 

88320 539 0-10 ® 2 8(0 5® 
706 M 752® A® 2 SIX 5® 
IKJCi 1 092i J 0® 4 99 550 
7® 70 2 7520 0® 4 99 S® 
17379 IX® -120 039X6® 
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' Liverpool have handed control to a Frenc hm an with a finely honed, deeply considered philosophy of the game 

Houllier the passionate enthusiast 
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Williams 


; THE Liverpool players want to 
kjw a little more about what to ex- 
ict from the man who took sdecon- 
ol of their destiny yesterday; they 
ight care to consutt a volume titled 
nfrofneur: Competence et Pas- 
on, published in France five years 
go. In its introduction, Gerard 
.oullier and his oo-aufooi; Jacques 
revoisiei; write: “Hie best coaches 
aren't reached their position byac- 
Ident They owe their elevation to 
n ensemble of very varied qualities 
hd a level of Insigh t that distin- 
mshes them from the majority of 


They go on to fist the qualities re- 
tired of a good manager “Realism, 
-elf-confidence, boldness, involve' 
neat, consistency the ability to tis- 
en, an aptitude for making 
letistons, the capacity for leader- 
ship, recognised competence.” To 
udge from Liverpool's limp perfor- 
nances in recent weeks, Houllier 
wD need every one of those attrib- 
utes, and then some, if he is to re- 
store the fortunes of a great dub. 

\fet Houllier has already wade an 
indelible, if indirect, mark cm the his^ 
toryofEh^sh&xrfhalLKwashisen- 

thmaann for EQgflSh fan thall and his 

friendship with Howard Wilkinson 
that precipitated Eric Cantona’s 
move from Marseilles to Leeds 
United in January 1992, thus writing 
the prologue to a stray which was to 
bring glory first to TOZkmson’steam 
and then, m much greater measure, 
to Alex Etergosan’s Manchester Unit- 
ed, with whom Cantona shaped the 
course of the Premier League’s 
first decade. 

A former schodteacher who be- 
came the tedmical director of the 
Ftenchfootbafi federation. HooISer 
has the reputation ofhemgafootbafi 
boffin. 

It was he who, 10 years ago, cre- 
ated the blueprint for France’s 
fruitful an d influential youth devel- 
opment policy. So significant, was 
this initiative to the nation’s foot- 
balling prosperity that Aimd 
Jacqoet ordered an extra W^rid Cup 
winners' medal to be struck for 
TT miflier, in recognition of his con- 
tribution. TWo years earliec during 
the finals of Euro 96, Houllier was 

to be seen at matches the length and 

breadth of England, making de- 
tailed notes for Uefe’s dossier on the 
evolution of football tactics and 



Houllier. His fondness for Liverpool ensures that his feeling for the job is rooted in the emotions that bind players and fans together 


Allsport 


In the French way; Houllier Kkes 

to analyse and philosophize. Sever- 
al years ago he responded with 
these words to my request for his 
views (to his friend Ca n tona: “If I 
wanted to define him, Fd say that 
he’s an island of freedom, generos- 
ity and pride.” But such verbal 
flights cannot disguise the fact that 
he is a football man of flesh and 
2 blood, gregarious and eloquent, a 


passionate enthusiast and a whole- 
hearted admmer of talent The only 
thing he likes better than talking 
about the game is watching it 

Bom in UOe in 1947, Houllier 
never played the game profession- 
ally. He spent several years as a 
schoolmaster - including a fateful 
spell in Liverpool, where he watched 
Bob Paisley’s teams from The Kbp. 
He was 32 when he took his first job 
in football, as coach with Noeux-les- 
Mines, the fitfle coltoy towninETan- 
ders where the great Raymond 
Kopa, the son of an immigrant Pol- 
ish miner; had been given his start 
in the eati[y 1950s. 

Within three years Houllier had 
taken Noeux from the Fifth to the 
Second Division. 

A move in 1982 to nearby Lens, 
of the First Division, led to further 
success, and a place in Europe. 
Three years later he was attracted 

to the more sophisticated ambi- 


ence of Paris Saint-Germain, bring- 
ing the French championship to 
tiie Parc des Princes in his second 
season. 

Having established his creden- 
tials in dub football, in 1988 he ac- 
cepted an offer to join the French 


His task was amply to raise the 
overall standard of French fbotbafl. 
*Tn the 70s,” he said, “we were use- 
less. Nothing at all in terms of Eu- 
ropean or world football, at youth or 
senior leveL” Even the successes of 
the Platini-Giresse-Tigana side of the 


gramme for each player. But, when 
Houllier took charge, he identified 
a more profound problem. 

“We noticed that when a boy ar- 
rived at a centre at 15 or 26, if he had 
something lacking in big skills itWft S 
difficult to help hhn catch lip. So we 


'You must train your player ; when he gets the ball, to go forward. 
It sounds silly. It is not. If your first pass is square or 
back it changes the whole game. That’s very, very important ’ 


Football Ebderation. “I was recruit- 
ed to become the technical directa;” 
he told me last yeaz; “but I asked to 
postpone that for & while in order to 
get used to the way things worked.” 
For two years he worked as assis- 
tant to Michel Platini, the national 
coach, before assuming his desig- 
nated position in 1990. 


early 80s, including victory in 
the 1984 European Championship, 
seemed biritt on sand, or at least on 
the talents of a few gifted individuals. 

HouSeris predecessor had taken 
the wise step of ordering every pro- 
fessional chi) to create a “centre de 
formation”, a youth development 
training centre, \rith a five-year pro- 


tried an experiment We derided to 
take hold of them earlier; at 10 or 12, 
and work on one thing: sbzDs, skills, 
skills. Only skills. No physical pres- 
sure, nothing like that As soon as 
we started that the results from the 
first group of 20 boys were so out- 
stanrfing that we knew we had to do 
it everywhere.** 


His maxim was simple: “The 
better the work at the base, the bet- 
ter it is for the elite.” And of those 
first 20 boys, il went on to join 
professional chibs. Half-a-dozen in- 
takes later, the figure was up to 95 
percent 

The first group included .Thier- 
ry Henry, the fleet-footed star of 
Monaco and France’s Wbrld Cup 
squad, and Nicolas Anelka, Arse- 
nal's young prodigy, whom Houlli- 
er described to me last year as “the 
most promising player of his age 
I’ve ever seen”. This week he re- 
vised his estimate, calling the 
young Gunner “a certain future win- 
ner of the Bolton d'Or". 

la 2992 Houllier took over from 
Platini as seicctumneur, an ap- 
pointment which led to the only se- 
rious reverse of his career to date. 
France's campaign to qualify for the 
1994 World Cup finals had not been 
exactly scintillating by the time 


the last two group matches ap- 
proached, but the team required 
only a single point from home en- 
counters with Israel and Bulgaria 
to ensure their passage to the Unit- 
ed States. 

Defeat by Israel was followed by 
a catastrophic last-minute error 
against Bulgaria, when David 
Ginola's carelessness enabled the 
visitors to take a 2-1 victory. 

Houilier's subsequent fury- was 
well documented, and he resigned 
to return to the job of technical di- 
rector, a position from which he was 
able to give backroom support to 
•lacquet, his successor. Taking 
charge of (he national junior sides, 
he coached the Under-IBs to victory 
in the 1996 European Championship. 
And. although he kept a Ion' profile 
during France 98. his contribution 
was visible in the presence in tile 
squad of Henry and Da rid 
TVezeguet, both graduates of his 
scheme. 

But it liad been obvious f or some 
time that he missed the daily con- 
lari with senior players, with the 
shaping and projection of a collec- 
tive effort 

The Liverpool job had been of- 
fered to him in the past (notably at 
the end of Graeme Souness’s reign', 
and this year the time was right 

With his French junior players, 
Houlherwas a strong advocate of the 
philosophy known as lejeu vers le 
but, which could be translated as 
“going for goal”. “It means that you 
must train your player, when he gets 
the ball, to go forward.” he said. “It 
sounds silly. It is not If your first pass 
is square or baric, it changes the 
whole game. That’s very, very im- 
portant” 

Farther dues to Houilier's man- 
agement strategy are to be found in 
his book. “There are some rare 
cases of players who need a very au- 
thoritarian coach,” he writes, “but 
in general this kind of direction is de- 
motivating. because it limits indi- 
vidual initiative." Nor does he favour 
getting a dub out of trouble through 
the adoption of Tesprit commando: 
“This perhaps works in the short 
term for a certain kind of player, but 
it has its dangers in foe longer 
tram, and its effectiveness is unlikely 
to be sustained over the course of a 
season.” 

Superficially, it may seem that 
Houilier's promotion represents a 
further stage in the evolution of the 
relationship between dub and coach 
at the top level of English football. 
Whereas until recently the ap- 
pointment of a manager was as- 
sumed by the club, the players and 
the fans to be something like a 
marriage, in which all parties would 
take an emotional stake and which 
would endure, if successful, for an 
indefinite period, now coaches are 
coming to be seen less as “the 
boss" than as hired servants, 
providing a service on a fixed-term 
contract 

And yet, for all his intellectual 
qualities. Houllier does not quite fit 
foe new mould. His general An- 
glophilia and his heart- on-sleeve 
fondness for Liverpool in particular 
ensure that his feeling for foe job is 
rooted, like his affection for football 
itself, in the emotions that bind 
players and fans together. Whether 
this makes him stronger or more vul- 
nerable In foe context of Liverpool 
FC in the posl-Boot Room era, only 
time will tell 


Hussain and Cork discarded 


England’s QUEST for the Ashes 


for foe BT DEREK PRINGLE 

flrinw r r«»W one-dsv triangular se- m Cairns — — 

ries that series began. Yet despite foe squad 

man squad, which wfl be_n^ro^a new ^ Glmices . 

to * lS itescS tershirtfs Mark Afleyne and Leices- 

more noteworthy for wh terehire’s Vince Wrils, one cannot 

edfoan for foe mraes fort nwdera 

.onghcrt- At a tonewfa^aetet 

senousencketoffo^^^^ inflexible overfoorchrices,itism- 

BSg sss a-; -**« sssss 

SSSl" eiffiertoeasapariativaAaheaae. 
The pair; along with Ma£kR^- n ^ ie p res ^ lce ofSftrrraiHeg& an- 

other reiativefy new fece to one-day 
game for England in the west is also reveahng and sug- 

eight months ago, and aus totthe selectors consider re- 

Brown, reeentfy involved m *aa S p asnas experienced by 

giadesh, must now realise Alec Stewart to be rafoer more se- 

hopes of being mvdved in new ^ ^ admitted. In the recent 


Lsncon UDittH vuerwj « ej— — 

ries that follows the Ttests. The 23- 
man squad, which will be narr ?^®“ 
down to IS in January is probably 
more noteworthy for it exclud- 
ed foan for foe names fort made foe 

rough cut At a time when toe 

seSus cricket o£ the winter is about 

to get under way, both Nasser Hus- 
sain and Domfruc Cork will fed more 

than a littie aggrieved at not hwmg 

fhan. nriiM and visas extended. 


cent back spasms experienced uy 

Alec Stewart to be rafoer more se- 
rious than admitted. In foe recent 


Mays wona ijiqr cr - . . 

they play in Sharjah, where an 

er onoday tournament is sch_ 

for foe end of Marc*, 

show in cricket wifl be 

rafoer than a personal e2t 5*fi®? the 


tfa^KSuncem^fem 
. 7 . ..... JM AjdaMnrs OOVIOuSi) 


terestingandttie seiecu*^"-— 
wanted foe 

of foe Test ade ' to ^^52 
disappointment before fo fi 


tfap final gnunoanuaiy, w mu^i*^** 
as final confirmation that Stewart’s 
demanding triple role is finally 
cat phmg up with him. 

Indeed, David Graveney the 
chairman of selectors, virtually ac- 


ImrtWledgeaag ZUWU wu- 

Yegg's inclusion is a recognition of 


foe heavy workload faced by Alec.” 

With England promptly exiting 
the knock-out tournament in Bangla- 
desh after a single match, foe se- 
lectors will have little to go on when 
foey come to tiiefr final pnmmg ses- 
sion. Whether players like AUeyne, 
Wells and Dougie Brown remain 
more than token nods towards ge- 
ography - see, we do come and 
wftf/' fr Un farfrinrahfe shfre-rranains 
to be seen. 

If tiie selectors are stiQ keen to ex- 
periment in foe build-up to foe 
Wbrld Cup, there can be few more 
rigorous conditions to test untried 
players in than a 13-match series in- 
volving Australia- confidence brim- 
ming after their dean sweep in 
Pakistan - and Sri Lanka, the cur- 
rent world champions. 

Potential inferiority complexes 
do not come in much bigger doses 
than that, and England win need 
every scrap afhome advantage come 
foe World Cup, should they end up 
befflgOTerwhdmed here in January 

Ben Hdfioake has been virtually 
ruled out of En gl an d’s plans for the 
opening two Tests of foe Arties se- 
ries after being overlooked for their 
final warm-up match against 
Queensland, which started in Cairns 
today. Hoffioake, who celebrated his 


2lst birthday two days ago, has not 
featured in any of England’s match- 
es since straining his groin batting 
in foe tour opener against an ACB 
Chairman's XI in TJian hui nearly 
three weeks ago. 

Hollioake bad his first bowl in foe 
nets yesterday since sustaining foe 
iqjury last week, but Stewart admit 
ted that bis Surrey team-mate was 
onfy operating at “around 70 to 80 pra 
cent”, so there was no choice but to 
overlook him against a strong 
Queensland iine-up featuring aght in- 
ternational players. 

And, with back-to-back Tests in 
Brisbane and Perth immediately fol- 
lowing this match, Hollioake is re- 
signed to a spell (bi the sidelines until 
England face Victoria at the MCXj on 
5 December “We wanted to give our 
more experienced players plenty of 
cricket before foe back-to-back 
Tbrts,’ said foe tour manager; Gra- 
ham Gooch. “Ifs bad luck on foe lad, 
but we had to be realistic.” 

Graham Thorpe is also rested as 
a precaution after his first lengfoy fe- 
llings s i nce his summer back oper- 
ation, but all four senior seamers - 
Darren Gough, Dominic Cork, Ahm 
MullaDy and Angus Fraser -were in 
the 12-man squad “VfewiWoofcattfae 
conditions in foe morning but it is 



Reifer steps in for 
injured Adams 


Hegg: Back-up for Stewart 

likely one of the seamers will be left 
out," Gooch said yesterday. “The 
pitch is Ekefy to be a bit damp after 
all the rain they have had here, but 
it is much better to be here in foe 
same environment as foe Test in 
Brisbane and we have done every- 
thing right in terms of preparation.” 

cmaAH P SQUAD (Cancan United wi t day 
ertaafoiv ttritsl; Smw a rr {Surrey}. ADtyM 
(Gtogcesterehtie). Atherton (lanwsh«). Awdn 
(Lancashire). Brawn (Uterwfckshirel. Qwwfwj 
(Lancashire). Croft (GUnotgan). Caban (Kent). 
(WtfeMChar (Lancashire), nanlMf (Keflt). 

iMIOdtesex)- GOea [Utoxifl^lrel. G**gh pt*V- 
shbej. Headley (Kent). Hcu (Lancashire). Hie* 
(WornstereMre). A Hollloik* [Surrey), ft Hoi- 
Hoaki (Surrey). Knteht (WanucHtfure), Burdn 
(LancashUe). MaBeOjf (tWeesrerciiirej. Tnorp* 
(Surrey). Hidla (Leitest««iire). 


floyd REiFE2iis to replace foe in- 
jured batsman Jimmy Adams on foe 
West Indies’ tourof South Africa. The 
West Indies Cricket Board saidyes- 
terdav that Adams would return to 
the Caribbean after slicing open a 
finger on his right hand with a 
bread knife during foe team’s flight 
to South Africa on Monday. 

Refer, foe Barbados batsman, 
toured South Africa with a West In- 
dies A team last season. In 10 first- 
class inning he scored just 108 
runa The 2&-yeam>id left-hander has 
played two Tests and a one-day in- 
ternational. 

The West todies are in Kimber- 
ley preparing for foe opening first- 
class match of their tour, against 
Griquland West starting tomorrow. 

Muttiah Muralhharan, Sri Lan- 
ka’s star spinner, has been warned 
that his controversial action will be 
underdose scrutiny during the tri- 
angular tournament against Aus- 
tralia and England in January. 

Hie Australian umpire Darrell 
Hair has been appointed for next 
week's first Ashes Ifest and wifi al- 
most certainly umpire one of Sri 
Lanka’s matches in foe one-day se- 


ries. Hair, who called Muralitharan 
for throwingseven times in a three- 
over spell in a Test at Melbourne in 
1995, insists he will judge each ball 
intfividuafiy “I am a ball-by-ball um- 
pire,” he said. “I hare never pre- 
judged any player .and that will be 
foe case again ” 

The Pakistan A tour match 
against foe Northern Conference in 
Timaru, New Zealand, was aban- 
doned the by umpires Doug Cowie 
and Chris King yesterday after two 
of the tourists' batsmen suffered bro- 
ken bones, Wajahatullaha Wasti sus- 
tained fractured ribs and Thimur 
Khan suffered a broken thumb. The 
incidents came in foe middle session 
of foe second day after the home side 
had batted without trouble during 
foe morning. 

“This pitch never looked good,” 
King said. “Some pitches don’t look 
good and play all right, but unfortu- 
nately this one didn't” 

Cowie said there were sugges- 
tions that foe teams continue with 
spinners, but added: “We couldn't 
play golden oldies rules at this 
level” Pakistan A had made Ml for 
6, chasing foe Northern total of 272. 
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Wishing 


High status 


for Tizzard 


the tall guy 


ANYONE WHO who saw Joe 
Tizzard standing outside the 
Ain tree weighing room short- 
ly after the 1997 Grand National 
might have thought that his 15 
minutes of fame had already 
expired. In the week before the 
race, Tizzard was the first 
name on everyone's interview 
list, an amateur stepping up 
from point-to -pointing and at 
17, the youngest jockey to ride 
in the National for almost 50 
years. 

But the story ended at the 
14th fence, where Straight Talk 
was destroyed after breaking a 
leg, and his rider was so 
numbed by shock and distress 
that he could barely speak 

Yet little though he knew it, 
TizzarcFs tuck was about to per- 
form a hand-brake turn, and it 
has been heading in the oppo- 
site direction with its foot on the 
floor ever since. Though still a 
few weeks short of his 19th 
birthday Tizzard is tiie new sta- 
ble jockey at Paul Nicholls's 
Somerset yard, which is now a 
match for any stable in Britain. 
Even Tony McCoy had to wait 
until he was in his 20s before 
taking over the reins for Mar- 
tin Pipe. 

There has never been an ar- 


By Greg wood 


rival quite like it, and Tizzard 
is suddenly the rider that 
everyone looks out foe 

He is not difficult to spot, 
since he is rather longer in the 
saddle than he is in the tooth. 
At almost six feet, Tizzard is as 
tall as any jockey gets, but if he 
notices the sudden attention, 
he does not let it show. 

“Obviously there's a lot of re- 
sponsibility;” he says. “A lot of 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Bobby Grant 
(Newcastle 1.30) 
NB: Super Fellow 
(Cheltenham 1.50) 


time and effort goes into getting 
the horses to the track and 
once they’re there it’s down to 
me. But I've been riding since 
I was old enough to be thrown 
over a pony, and I rode a lot for 
Mr Barber [Nicholls’s principal 
owner] in point-to -points. Fm 
just chuffed to bits that they’ve 
got the confidence to put me up 
on them afl. 

“There's pressure, and peo- 
ple are going to knot* you as 
quickly as they can, but I can 


cope with that The pressure 
sharpens you up if anything, 
you know that you've just got 
to go out and do the job." 

for NichoUs, there was no 
doubt that Tizzard was the 
right man at the right time, ir- 
respective of his age. 

**I always maintain that you 
can judge a jockey on how he 
is on the schooling ground," the 
trainer says, “and he’s very 
good at schooling He’s just a 
good all-round horseman, they 
all j ump well for him and he 
knows how I think and vice 
versa. Some jockeys you only 
ever see on the track, but he's 
a part of the team and we can 
talk things over and work away 
together" 

Nor is there any need for 
NichoUs, himself a leading 
rider in his time, to issue in- 
structions before a race. “On 
Calling Wild at the weekend, he 
was left to do whatever he 
wanted. He had the confidence 
to pop him ont in front, made 
sure it was a good gallop and 
made alL He knows what he’s 
doing and it's all Men into 
place." 

The only possible hurdle to 
a long and successful partner- 
ship could be Tizzard’s 




Johns 


comes 
true for 


Knight 


k 


Joe Tizzard puts his skills on view with Green Green Desert in the 225 at Cheltenham this afternoon Allsport 


A VICTORY finally came the 
way of Henrietta Knight's sta- 
ble yesterday after Wishing 
William defied top weight to 
take the Uminster Handicap 
Chase at Thunton stylishly fay- 
21 lengths. 

“We've had 10 seconds since 
our last winner, so it’s nice to 
get another winner on the 
board," the Wantage trainer 
said later “This horse liked 
the good ground here much bet- 
ter than he did the soft last 
tune." 

At Ludlow Native Recruit in- 
dicated that David Nicholson's 
string is hitting form. Adrian 
Maguire sent the well-backed 
favourite dear of the promising 
Lady Prunella to score by 18 
lengths. 


physique. “It could be a prob- 
lem in a couple of years’ time," 
he admits, “but it Isn’t at the 
moment I mi gh t have to have 
a bit of a sweat to do 10 stone, 
but nothing major” Whether 
his body w31 be as accommo- 
dating in its mid-20s as it is in 
its teens remains to be seen. 

for the moment, though, 
he just wants to make the 
most of his mixture of talent 
and good fortune. The first 
big weekend meeting of the 
season at Cheltenham, which 
begins this afternoon, will be 
relatively low-key for the 
Manor Farm Stables team, 
with Tizzard 'partnering just 
two runners this afternoon 
and NichoUs without a repre- 


sentative in tomorrow’s Mur- 
phy’s Gold Cup. It will be fas- 
cinating, though, to see 
whether the trainer and jock- 
ey can do anything to improve 
the attitude of the famous 
faintheart, Green Green 
Desert, who has his first run 
for the stable this afternoon, 
forests) (225) might be a 
safer choice, while Lucky 
Town (3.35) should win the 
Sporting Index Chase over the 
cross-country course. 

Next Wednesday though, 
will mark the return to action 
of See More Business, 
Nicholls's 1997 King George VI 
Chase winner; at Huntingdon, 
for Joe Tizzard, life just keeps 
getting better: 


CHELTENHAM 
L50: With ins progress on the 
Flat, Premier Generation will 
be a warm ordec Flat form does 
not always translate to jumps, 
however; and be faces stem 
opposition from Daira and 
MUKDAR, the latter unpe- 
naUsed for his win last week. 
OCX) 

2J25: GREEN GREEN 

DESERT looks fairty weighted 
and may be another winner for 
his bang in-form yard. IBs last- 
time-out Worcester second was 
a decent effort, one which enti- 
ties him to go well here. Deci- 
sive recent winner forestal 

may be the *n»in liangw 

□□□ 

3.00: MOSCOW EXPRESS 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


CHELTENHAM 1.50 


C H L S T 

5-1 7-3 61 *I Tfl 


has had plenty of practice over 
fences already and can put that 
to good use against some qual- 
ity rivals headed by Spendid. 

aaa 

3-35: The big prize for this 
unusual contest is also likely to 
go abroad, with the Irish- 
trained LUCKY TOWN select- 
ed to go see off the Czech 
challenge and make up for his 
bad luck in being brought down 
In the National Bunt Chase 
here at the Festival in March. 
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Cheltenham 


HYPERION 

1.15 Cavalero 3.00 Moscow Express 

1.50 Mukdar 335 Lucky Town 

2J2S Green Green Desert 4.05 Never In Debt (nb) 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good In places). 

■ Left-hand, galopng course with stiff fences. UphB n*wn of 240yd. 

■ Course Is 1m N of town oil A43a Bus Irik fro m Chel tenham station (served by Bris- 
tol, Brmngham and London, Psddngtan) 2m ADMSSION: Club & Tattereafis combined 
£12 Qurtor* 16-2* years, £8]; Ctxrage Enckmxe £5 CAR PARK: Free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 38 wtoners from 254 nram (success rate ‘tafcJ.DMctiol- 
son Z7--B6 (ttSKJ. N "IWtaton-Devtos 20-189 (106%), K Bafley 14-H (fiSty O Sherwood 
11-49 [22/m p Hobbs *M06 (34%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 37 wins from 139 rides (success rats 280*1 N 
W&mnon 31 -M3 (217*4 R Dutwoody 30-181 (HB*i J Osborns 34-1B P03*4 C Lfamtayn 
B-117 (128%). M A FtlzgeraM e-134 (112%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 91 wins to 483 races (385%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Strong Boost (vteorad, tS). Shorn Party (300), Quango (405) 


FPiej REGENCY FINANCIAL PLANNING AMATEURS HANDI- 
l,IJ l CAP CHASE (CLASS E) £10,000 added 3m If 

1 22111- TAHAfSNDOfFH) (172) (DA JonnoonJMPpeS 120 MrAFK(ant(3) 

2 im-2 CAVALERO (17) (CD) (BF) (H J itmnora) H Uarrera 9 n 1 — Ur A ChjrWi* Jonej (7) 

3 «PQ54 OBAN (11) (UrrdHartr^pai) MssK Kr^fitS tt 11. Mr D Mnpby (7) 

4 6B3-5 FLAPJACK LAO (17) (BF) (T HOuctey) N TwstonOavBs 9 tt 0 MrR Fonfatal (7) 

5 ST5-M BUSMAN (16) (D) [tteto RPeaite) KR Pearce B BO Mr OS Jones (7) 

6 0FRJ35 STRONG BOOST (fl) (Serna OTamflSCffarelW 7 BO — JHrPMotonsy p)V 

-a (teetered - 

Mtoimum: IQsC. True handicap wtogte FtoptecfcLarfSsf 18b. Busman ft* 9b, SOcng Boost SaSb. 
BETTING: 11-8 Cwatarot 3-1 Tkmarlndo, 5-1 Ftapjecfc Lad, 7-1 Busman, Oban, 20-1 Strong Boost 
1997: FMwafc H 10 7 Mr R Wfctaay (5) 8-1 (H Curtis) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Tamarinds: Usefri novice hunter tea season, wtmrig lour ttoieo Enter win (&n71) 
su®Bsted he should soy but tools harshly freighted an 135 tar this chasing debut 
CavalenKProgasste hatter drag last lemtwifowtoB here arte to A^tttBaFio l^ huf«f5 , ■ 
On very Mr weight and decant second to Cab On Throe* here raesntty 
Oban: WW-wagMed on decent novice Ibrm but below bast tost season and 29 lengths 
fourth of five at Bumpton recently was a poor effort. Unoerteh to stay 
Rap(ack Lad: Define ctakra on best farm, such os 3m2t wh id Ctnpstnv to Aprl. 
Betow form nearly S lengths behtod Cavalero here reesrtoy and now 2fc msa oil 
Busman: Batanca of mast rsoent lorm daesnft took good enough last flma fourth to 
Twin Fate at Fbnterei, Did wto once at 3m but probably best at a bit shorter 
Strong Boost: Has boon ironing fairly wel at shorter taps to Ireland but wtotesasnoe 
August S9S and cotossai 23to out of handcap. Vtoored first tkne 

VERDICT: CAVALERO beks the lefiesl wtoner He has won has, was a good sec- 
ond on hs racertl seasonal debut and loaka much toe pick of the mtyito Chostog debu- 
tant Ttonarindo h33 a soft off a mark of 135 so Ffetfack Lad me* be the mato threat 


FORM GUIDE 

Davoekt Has won Itirae ct Ms lour ludtos starts, the tost a stumer hendcap at 
Newton Abbot (2mlt soft: inter 5b datomrwho tost Ns IronsI Capable o( better 
Expiakt Hite Weak 16-1, winning debut in this country when beeitog Hot to Trot 1 ’/■ 
lengths in 12-runner maiden hutle here (2m good to soft}. Con b^tova a^in 
Super FMow. FMabto at an last season, an last 6 starts wtontog one at Dundak and 
to frsma to the ram a toder. Never dangareus to handcap on raappearance 
MiAxtar knpraved this autumn, winning three times at around 2m on variety of gnund. 
Beat BtazsOt Song i*A lengths at Kempton ( c onda n a l ridera) last ttnedlfris mark 
RrMoiln:BH«BmdnketandfarDennotWNddncepUtodut]onturdIngdebuL8eo- 
ond favourite won 'E^urar makJsn huxSa at ThimorB (2rrv good to firm) by a length 
OatncWfcr atSadgaOeld to July an luiflng debut and has rut credtabiy al starts 
shce (tatost best forgotten because at very skw pace). Should figaa agato 
Act Ot Dellance: Did weB in die summer handicaps wntng M Ddea Has to be re- 
spected on that form, but has bean betow that level on last two outtigs 
Rush: Raced an last ttvee of fcv starts to novice hurdes; at 2m and 2m6t Has been 
In recent action an the Ret, though was below ibrm 

WMk On By: Modest but condstant to novice events at 2m lest torn, wel beaten when 
tried d 2m4f tbial start. Tbny McCoy is totoresttog booking for reappearance 
P r e mier Generation: to aacrtentfamumHd the yea m nartwdy better than In 097 
before his two placed efforts over hradea Bou^rt lor 38D00 guineas recently 
Sc hna nfe: Old wrtiehsnad to tisdes when second of T3 to maiden avant at New- 
ton Abbot on July sa Ha3 not been seen out stooa however 
Kind Prince: Stops ly from e efcg company, to which last month he was a 25-1 aec- 
ond to Martot Ftooan and an eeay wtoner a Towceetar; both (*i a soft swiaca 
Western Chtat: Rather d aap p u tit l ii g last tenn. twice vtooredSfedh da to oondlfanal 
lodrays h a ndcap <*i return was bettor, bid bares htoi wih sometofciQ ta (tod 
KtekhaBTs Princess: Modest on Ret and wal held al Usee starts over hurdles to Ire- 
land. Chances hffle rest noth pos a bttyof hsrevwnert on handcap debut 
ShrepMovaetotortwadtlMtoeEtdlecorTipadantostoBtoevematSbetfonl (2m, 
good to soft) oft 68. Must dearly totomrea^to from out of the wdghts oft 79 
Little Joe: Out of^ the handcap proper and toconstotare, but lodad capabie of a bit 
better whan wtontog by a nadc to 6-runnar handcap at Wncanton last time out 
9vsr Sumat A long way out of the handicap end without e nn for 909 days 
VERDICT. TYis dnid be a ccmpebttve hendcap, as tt b a noAccs avert 

end the nsinao! have not had rrudi experience there is foe chance tost one of them ni 
dtow maritsd improoment The most Wy to do foal is PRBOER GBfERATfON who 
has become nxch bettor then thte sort of mark on the Rat since he was last seen over 
iMdea Davoeld. Dafra and Mukdar shoufofealueporr toani ly.vrflhMddarcatowig foe 
eye unpsnateed tor hte recent suocess to a race tor condtml jodwys. 


FORM GUIDE 

Qltan Cove: Snsrt staytog hurder, suted by (forty of gn n the gpound. Looks sue 
to wto mo re races orw fences at w aaW yaccaiTitfwigaatreitfitfcrward task at New- 
ton Abbot (3m2( soft; 6-5 favoutte) on his reappearance hst week 
Moscow Eacprea a : Best ot these on B97/99 hurdes tenn yjdged an hs s ec o n d In 
Grade One race at Punchestown (3m soft] n Apd Now has ptarty of aqserienoe over 
fences as woi wtontog fire of Ira six starts (mostly n the simmer) and meeting hta 
only defeat when facing very sttf task betisid Drams ftade at Goran last tone 
SpondU: Piogresshra stayng ludec died n the Goto Cad Fhal atCnetofoam pm2l 
good) in March Nat out al Ms depth n dfrs company. Made a perfectly satisfactory 
start over fences with a vwi at odds of 4-9 tom Hbar Don at Wtattwrtoy two weeks ago 
Song Of^ The Sword: Looks Bn making a better chaser than he was a huder. Odds 
on and unbeaten to his three starts over lencaa Co mto r utU y accounted tar Shore Party 
by 4 lengths In a three-rumer race at this trade (Salt good to soft) tost time 
Shore Party: Usehti novice trader last town. May irpove on ha cha si n g fot in. but is 
held by Song 01 The SworI who beat htoi 4 lengths and is now 2b bettor olf 
VERDICT) TMs is an ncitng field, witfi nowca chasers of otraderabto pRsntos and 
ambition s to mbm hare for the Festival in Math. MOSCOW EXPRESS has ta be foe 
kxm chafes, but his rtvab have not had os much experience or die same oppartui- 
tira to show their true merit agoton decent oppodllan 


1 cn MURPHYS IRISH STOUT NOVICE nfit Rl 
l,ou l HANDICAP HURDLE (D) £10,000 added V BAI 
2m 110yds 

t tot DAVOSN(B)(D)(R*ai Ogden) Mss VVWams 4 nn(5ofl RDonwoody 

2 4300-1 EXPLAIN THS (17) (CQ) (The Lrfc Leaang Patoenhpl C tor 8 Tt tl JNbgra 

3 3313-6 SOTO FSiJDW(?)(D) [Gerad McOf») A J Marin (W) 4 It t) CFSnan 

4 TM2U1 MUKDAR (USA) (9) (b) (A S A Oder and 5 Wood) KBaiay4 it a NWKanwm 

5 P-*l FWDOLW (90] (D) (Da«J 5 t^irfe) B Lfewtjm 5 11 5 BFtrtanH 

6 C23i DAIRA (13) (D) (Ronald UcCdbch) B 9son 5 11 2 R Johnson 

7 033% ACT OF DEFIANCE (12) (D) (Seamo CFiiiTell Ms F M CBMsy JM) 4 Tl 1 -PCubvny 

5 0Z3- RUSK (F34MU* Jean P Coiw) T EaStoby 5 ill LtYyw 

3 23623- WALK ON BY (191) lifts R M HI) J King 4 XI Tt A P McCoy 

a 0023- PRBUBI G9SRATION (F41) (N J Henderaot) N Hentorsan 5 f)B— JflAFfogaaM 

it 63P3.2 SOWOZZLE (108) [Wfctod Radig heerpaabd) K P i Jy w to a 7B1 AUaguM 

C CK»?1 IQNDPRMCE(14)(D) (ThBNbrtengPamntop)MBdby6aO C Lt o w o lyn 

3 00606 YYESTHW CH& (7) [Mss B W Pdrol D VVBams 4 M 0 BCtiNord 

u 666 KlCKHflMS PRINCESS (18) (Kiciiians Syndcato) E Gdghfen (M) 4 to OB M Cash (3) 

S PW63 SHARP MOVE (15) (Mbs Caraim Spuraa) Mss HKnghtBnO—^ JCuMy 

« UEFPi Lim£JDEp6)(P)(FG9mdh)JSnah9tlO TJMwphy 

V D0C6P' SILVER SUMAL (509) (M K Pttry) J DShsa 9 TD Q- VSbBory 

-iTdedtotd- 

.’.InmL-tnoeghr ids TniehaKk^wBig^ Western Mnm^ll^KkMm'sMiixaaStt Ob, Snap 
Move 3sr op, lob Joe sa«j. S**rSuna» aaati 

BETTING: 9-2 Premier Generation. 11-2 Mukdar, 7-1 DavoakJ.9-1 Daira, 10-1 Act Of Dafirace, Gr- 
piatn TMa, Rutoi, 12-1 WMk On By, 14-1 Super Fatten IB-1 Kind Prince, Schnmato, Sharp Mow, 
20-1 Fridofln, 25-1 ottiera 

1997: Tuthev a n 6 A Magure 9-4 tav |D Nchdsoni U ran 


19 OKI MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TROPHY (HANDICAP 131 

l™ q l CHASE) (CLASS B) £15,000 added 2m IU 

1 -63221 INDIAN JOCKET f*3) (P) (Stvt M Man») Ml^a BUG C Mauds B 

2 TIUP-1 FORESTAL (30) (C) (D) (Bly Magda) J Hoxanl Jdnson 6 11 1 A P McCoy 

3 12301- HURRICANE LAW (195) (Q)(FCVMdl&R Bam) DNehOkm 7 II 0 AMapfes 

4 54062 OSENGRrai«9Sn‘(63)(q(MsAT>icM)PNdhofe7niO JTbzantp) 

5 21-312 QDLDBf ISJJ7 (B) (D) (HF) (G EShoJw) TEasferty 7U7 LWyer 

-Sdadarad- 

BETTWO: 64 Forestal. 10630 Mertoene Lsnys 7-3 (baan Green Dawn 11-2 laden Jockey 

6-1 Gotoan Kola. 

1997: Cal Equnama 7 71 8 T J Miphy tKZ (P MchOte) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

IncBan Jockey: \tory useful frent-rurew Heratard hudes winner last time but bettor 
owr fences Same mwk os wtoen wtontog valuabto Ascot chase last season 
Forestal: Wbn over turtles here and fatoy useful novtae dioaor lost seoaon Good tot- 
pmwd wtoner from Master Boston on recent seasonal debut et Mtafoaty 
Hunteane Lamp: Usualy goes wel froalL as when good SHth to Orect Roue dSendown 
last saasen DictalroalybuMOT Ludowww afterwards. On tak weight 
Green Green Desert: Ibok wel to fmrass last season, wferfog taw tknea Goad sec- 
ond to progressiva Mrs Em Iasi threat Worcester in Septsntoee Vtard In form 
Goldan HeBm Fdormd Watherby wto wtit second df ttfevk Gb rtgher mmk at Haydcck 
last ttoM, to The Earn (rec 33b)- BN more needed now. Csimake mistakes 
VERDICT: An interesting race to which alBva have a he chance Indan Jockey has 
(ailed to rui to his best horn before and Goldan HeBoS Jurying is sd nd orrer-free They 
can be dacarded firat so with Itonlcana Leo^i a shads ds^pototing last aaaam and 
Green Green Deserts tw»mcnfo ab sence a sight worry the way may be dear far 
urmposed recent Wafoart* winner FORESTAL to score again 


|o nnl STEEL PLATE AND SECTIONS NOVICE CHASE ran 
l° ,w l (CLASS B) £14jna added 3m If mSim 

1 0021-1 GttJLAN COVE (9) (D) (FcnnRaangjR Atoer911B AThordcn 

2 6TT1H MOSCOW EXPRESS (30) (Darid Mdlely) Its F U Qowfey (to) 6 11 8 NWtttanaan 

3 2321-1 SPEMAD (1^(Q (D) (Ms Stontol CetoWwaod) □ Mdntoii 6 H B. Alfagdm 

4 8311-1 SONG OF THE SWORD (16) (CUJ (Lady Lbyd tUbba) J Old 5 H 6_Jf ARttgaald 

5 25312 SHORE RUTTY (IB) (□) (MbJ Mould) N1MstovDa<tes6 11 5 CUowatyn B 

-Sdedwed- 

BEITING: M Spendd, 53 Song 01 The Sword, 7-3 Moscow Express, 1M OMm Cove, Shore 

Part* 

1997J Wirt 7 n OM ARtzgeraW 2-i tov (JOB) Bran 


o oc I SPORTING INDEX CHASE (CROSS COUNTRY) RRI 
0,00 (CLASS B) £25,000 added 3m 71 KU 

1 MB UfCKirTDMN(Bt)(MsNaeenMcMaii4EBDt|W(M)71l 11_ M R WMMtS 

2 533-05 .FFTVSEVBICHAMBB(2Q (CD) (Join A Cooper] EBdgnr(H)ai 1 B KWbtoi 

9 /IB3- UCraKORHE1MIDpBq(CmMnDA1MMMa4Nf«Cirads1211B.ADlM*l 

4 4X1060 KJHYMAND&{71) (M J£Thcnta)HDeatntooarl(M)9n 5 BJOeregbiy 

5 25BD- IIARTnLBOY(NZ)p25)(JSyrocnds&JDanM)MsaVWfcmiPT15 

6 M001 sflWra m (Atara IWbv^VMy) Jcseftoal fCt Rep) 71I5IZI PKssny 

7 2B1-F3 DBf»CURpR)p^{MsLC'hvkx)MsL'ta|tar71t2 RBeteny 

B 45P-3B LBOENS LOTTO (12} (M Mq) A J Merin 9 D 2 PCwbeny 

9 31-313 MARXETPLACE{33) (MsKalema'S^actoiiaJPStod (CzRap)7H 21 PSod 

0 404JP1 SOME DAT SOON (47) (C Bjyam) M &nriCnd< 13 11 2 .PHoflay 

H 3UK-5 WORKMGFORraMITS (1^ PH (IAsDAari#flCASmifoBD 11 .VSMtory 

■E 44-912 D£VH.(C2E) (33) (TJMrtty-Mcd4EIWir(CER8p|7t)7 ZlUpt 

13 M232- NEWTON POHT (206) (Q pF) (E ftgpa A I Strih) Sincn Ealo 9 tl 7 — RJotmon 

14 50056 SHSAT (17) (Mss T 0 Btaaiyt J nek 14 n 7. MraTBImy 

-l4dKfand- 

rrei rWO: 94 Mcgrag(yTheTtdrd,3-1 Lucky Tran. 163 rmyi ev enJnuiMh . 7-1 Marina Boy, 10- 

1 DeeUiaar, LtodeoV Lotto, 12-1 St Roget Dsvfl, 14-1 aOnrs 

1997: HtyiererebSTHta fl n 2 K Whrttoi 7-2 (E Bdger, to) T3 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Lucky TbwrKLeerttigdwnce on torm after his aacond ta botiiMahter at Fhmche sto wn 
(3ml( aoiq and Arriah to the Galwey Ptata Credtabto effort attar a break lest time 
Hnye a yanch ann e te OtoitovdtlibtentotowWifoiBracBbstyBarbyaneckfromCaBch- 
trained Paruan, w9h ether Czech chaBengeraM a riBtpi a celhW (beaten 2 lengths) and 
St Rogar taled dl Betaw form in two competitive events toto saason 
McGregor TTm Thkd: Winner cd al three of Isb starts over tius craes-coLritry counra 
Has tun only faur times to tost two seasons, wel below ftxm final one fcut term 
Cotymandel: Bit to And on his best laa wtoteA and has been riming poorty etoca 
MartoB Boy: Somettons mates mistakes, at to find on hie 3m torni over conventional 
courses and irprowment at his age is not that Body 
Si Rogan Crech retosi; puled up to this bat year but a wtoner <tt home last time 
Denteheoto! Wtoner to Raica todudng in a cress-country raca TV® starts in fob coun- 
try have seen a <al at the Rret end than a fairty useU effort under topweight to a 
handcap 

Undoifa Lotto: Stays wel. Won ttsee Bmes tar Gordon Richards last wtofsr. Has nm 

over radequato trips trio wm. credtable tiad on frat occasion. One to note 

Mar ket pla ce: Thtodd 33-1 to tHsraoe 12 months ago 22 lengths thsd in the guaing 

IMta RanUXce over 4m27J to hte own corny Infest start 

Some Day Soon: Jumps wen and won hta Mast start, but hes a lot to Ihd on tam 

thtedtomoon 

Warid ng lorpea nu ts: Best with testing condMora over a steyarP trip, wtowar to March 

on her last turn starts last eaasoa Betow fami on ream W9 have to to^reue 

DetA 4 tewgttw second to Fteruon to the Veka Panktjfce (Marketplace fobd) tm marth. 

That effort warrants plenty ol respect Thre wH be lem of a stamina test 

Newton Ftofrat Does not look one afthe tearing contendere from the home teem, but 

does stpy very wd. Has not had that ouch redng over fences 

Sbisat: Old turner chasec apparently on the downgrade and with Brie chance 

VERDICT The Grech team came (*»o to g^bbtog fast prize last year Rsruan ■ 
an abeemm but the Pardufatce second, DevB, and thtoj, Martastpleca, are hom oo 
the Eaat Europeans may wel put a bald show a-ce egan McGregor Tha Third 
dwtously cannat be ruled out but the tosh mount a very strong dnBer^e with Lucky 
Tbwn.lafflyeart winner FWyeavenchsnnefs and LtNDBTS LOTTO, foe last-named 
just getting the vote because he Is Hsy to be bettiar vatoe 


rTTvel MARCHPOLE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £10,000 added 2m 5f 

1 tMPEP SOUTHBIN MAN (IB) (P OCcrwor) Ms F M Gordsy (bQ 5 11 12 -XAspsti 

2 00605 ZAFFARAN RUN (B| (Ms U DemH M Hautlgan pi) 5 tt it GFRyan 

3 OH-52 QUANGO (11) (CRMjgMjC Marriott 8. - JMsgraB 

4 OCPOO HBiraCWPV(10}(SeM«BOFanettSOftn«l(W6n6 MBMCMorB 

5 PSUI-t F>APO KHARISMA (7} (□) (Hw HsdCriSh) PHcthaSH 6(69] RWdgw 

B 00234 nDALUSp^W(SAtt*WHDBftartwd(ltiSin3 GStqtpte 

7 ft-P34 AUTDnOT(19)ff]) (SWtoraporl (SMndai) Ud) NHmteison 0012- BfM(S) 

8 300443 RANGER SLOAIffi (W)(G Rmd G Rtno G »T1.„- XAhpuni 

9 «432 WONTCO3TAL0TBUT (23)(D) (WntoCaBStot Psrtiwtok^ M Wfcnson4 X) TIRMasssy 

O tOfllt SHARP COMMAND (IS) (D) [A PHoltrCQPEcdaa 5 DTI ^-WchaMBrwmwi 

11 4104- NEVStMDffiT (?13) (BF) (M R Oougt^ Mss V Wawns 6 73 n ..SKaSy 

12 53863 D0UBLEA(gfrpi)(HwitidQff5Bt Lirtted) JHoswd Jctwson5 09.. LCnamlns 

13 B6B4 COTTMiEPnNCE(18)(MisKBy1honMB) JJCkam5 06 GLea 

14 5BB43 DfGfTRL SIGNAL (F2B) (BF) (BametHSptlaaa) GQ7« (H)5 W5- .JMogtort (5) 

C OIOO-F RED TOMC (USA) (PT) Gf VMmii) J Gannan (VQ 5 U 5 _B Grattan 

fi 000328 COMRADE CNNM3IY(Z7)(BR (Rad Neds) A J Malta (H) 5 1) 2 - 0C7Sifl>sn[5) 

17 £446- BOWCLHTE COURT 9?1) (AD Spence) JAMmt 6 02 JTTaard 

0 20035 PRAnEIO«5TRB.(UBA} (27) (BF)(ktertta Bnxifc) R Odnn 4 O 0 - JHUgNsyff) 

« 403 TWC FOR A GLASS £7] (Ms D fctedwl) M taSvreon 5 tl 0. 1 Corcoran (5) 

20 ion- BflEH DBJQHT (173) (D) (feau Murphy) R Culls 6 O 0 JIWtoMsy 

21 POOM WNGSDCIWN TRK (17) (The Ftenhl Ftetnorftrt R Snrih 4 O 0 — JQokttatn 

22 /PMO CUTTMKWrKB}(l1)(Cq(UsSGnrttieail)TGi«ttiead6toa -.LSutam 

-22dKtered- 

Uttinum might W& True handicap Kwgrxs. Praam Minsael 96i 12&. Time For A Glass 93 IWtLltoh 
Osfptt M flti Mrvfebiwr Mi 8tf 66. CUMnM A5rf 9S Sb. 

BETTING: 1141 Pipo Kbarirn, 8-1 WtatooMMoiliiiL8hBttiCaBnH)d, Never In DaM, 1M Gun* 
go, DtgkBi SgnsL Conrad* Cbtonsry. ftakte KnstraL 14-1 otbara 
1997: Spendd 5 to 0 R Thonfon owns lav (D Mchohon) 8 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Southam MsreUoB ga n a ro lyganaotltheboistocgtwoaurtrw va a to Wendfoo^h . 
was MtorMned second to Mister Chirpy at Maas two nrs ago 
ZaBaran Run: Duel soft-gouid wtorar last wrter and recent aased-when-oeaten fifth 
to Lonf Dal to veAjabie Maas handed} htotod at a ream to torni 
Quango: Wtontog hudter /chaser and on tor mark. Ran in snatches when second to 
Coaiteen Hera to 2m numpton handcap chase lad tirna Now toad Unkerad 
Mtatar Ghkpy: Wton at Naas (2m4t yieUtog, so oondbona today should autt Fell flflh 
owr 3m at Cork last timo 

Pto» Kharima: Lstowel maidsn wtoner who made wtontog debut n Britain wfo eeaad- 
down eight-length Unoorer wto last week. Now 6te hghar n better race 
FktotoK Twee a wwtner to ketand to summer end oondtnna here should aML Rimtog 
«l ditto last ttow good foirfo to valuabte Goman handcap (3m) " 

Auto Pttat Uditty-raced wtontog hurdar/chasar. Last-time-out wet-beaten fourth to 
KMee Charm to IMncanton novicarf hunde tort good enough 
Rmger Stoana: Fairly w o igh to d and shouid be better far docent third on seasonal 
debut recently (to Kalona d Warwick, 2m). Sgnficent stamina owry here 
Wo nto osttootfautUtltBaterwtoifertoAprl andbackta best with aacond to Wateh Sfo 
at Chepstow last lima Littia bit more needed off 2b Mghec but should run writ 
Sharp Command: Wat vretghted on aid term. Back to farm with narrow SedgafieM 
wto last time end, though 5b higher tot Mgttify better raca may come on agate 
Newer In Debt: Orel Tbunton wtoner test saason tatterfy aMhewvay winner from Us 
Em (term franked afterwmta). On same mark and ntwr yard can ready one tint tome 
Doxfoto Agent On a good mark, Sb lower than far last Oecaotacrfe Newcastle wto 
RoasUa autMdar after fair recent DM to Gtan0e at Sedgetakf 
Cottage Prtace: Generaly competes et eSgtitiy tower levei and opposable on recant 
farm bat tine tak i&fength fourth to Sharp Commend d Sodgafieid 
Digital Signet CMy one wto kom 23 runs but dm nonetheless, last tbne finishing 
a decent Hard n rpperary handcap. Has won Umertek novelty Flat race stoce 
Red *81010: Only wto was Ustowel saftgomd novtoe to March W67. Ughtiy raced area 
awl beaten whan M at Down Royal on recent samara! bow 
Comrade Chtanety: Only one wnn from 2* runs but has bean rumng wel eraugfu 
todudng when second tt Downpetrtek two runs ago (2m6Q, to be respadad 
BowcftRa Court: Fairly usehi Flat stayer whose hurdes tonn b to and out Chepstow 
wireior to 996 and fafrti*d at Ungflakl in March (now Bfo towa). Pit from Flat on t* 
watohl and way interesting Jockey booking 

Prairie Mnatrel: Generaly contestant but uauaBy at a lower fowl Balance of tom, 

last frne wnMiaatan fifth at Stratford, doesn't look good enough 

Time For A Gloss: Batter run staytog-on trtnj ta larrws n Stratford novices’ futde 

last time (2m) but though trip may sun bettor; marked Improvement to requred 

Irish DeSghc Piapasshn in spring but has rruch more on lhan when winring at Forswel 

to May (Ob Hghar to better race) on ties Ural rui stoce 

Ktngsdown Tte Did wto JuvenBe tude bat season, but test-tmiHxit weS-bereoi Mth 

to Cnnfry Bern here nowhere near good enough and to Sb out of hantScaj 

Cutthroat Kid: Poor recent efforts and 9b out of foe handicap Best opposed 

VERDICT A dfflott racpwAh the tosh conttogont ournpAcattog an already caraetitlve 
affak. Ratoy Mad Never In EMU. to partatai, and FMaJus - who may be best of the 
Irish - are tenpting but pretor a x M b far foe hantfly wsltfited and flt4ronvtw4=lat BOW- 
CUFPE COURT. The boafttog of Joe Tasard Is a wry positive sign, tea 


SOUTHWELL 


HYPERION 

12.05 Silent Warning 12.35 Tayseer 1.05 Topton 
1.40 Most Respectful 2.15 Hot Legs 2J50 Eyeballs 
Out 3J25 Scarlet 3.55 Love Academy 


GOING; i AD weather) Standard. STALLS: 5f - outakfe, rest - nskto. 
□RAW ADVANTAGE: High nunoere best St low t»3t 6ltO tn. 

■ Fi&rosand surtoco; left-hand sharp, oval course. 

■ Course b 3m Sc of town and 5m Wol Newark. FkXteston Junctor 
SR ac^otos coursa ADMISSION: Club £ 12 . Tattersato £6 (OAP mem- 
bers ol cones Diamond Club £4. under- 169 free). CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston 47-231 S Bowring 47- 

364 ( tLC'aV J Eyre 40-286 (Will, R HoUrahmd 364(8 (91V 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Chamock 35090 0^1 J Oulrei 35-517 (mj 

G DuffteM 33-W1 (137*.). Dean McKeown 27-347 (7 B%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 5<U wtns n 1647 races (349%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Wild Lilly (visaed. 140) Station fed feta) 
LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLERS: Mbuer WMtseund (105) & South- 
ern Harmony £Lf5) sent 264 rrWsa 


nel 1R)S AMATEUR RIDERS' HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £2,500 added 1m 6f 

t St£NTKMflffNG p) (CC) Sr M PtcotOS C I &») Mr C\Agc»»4 

2 30000 DANCING RtO (41) (C) P ftesttn 3 120 — MlssA Amtaga (7)6 

3 ‘£6400 WWTLEY GRANGE BOV (41) (OJJJL Eyre 5 ri 12Ute*DJ(w««8 

4 5*0032 DOCfKWTS(9tURyan411B. »PbiI JMcnteplSB 

5 6C90CO AhCHOfl VSlTURE ^2] D Chspran 5 K 0 KtasROmklO 

6 CM-30 CHARMING ADHBUL(18qUs A SuWtHTk 511 0-UrCMian 7 

7 TO3C tMLWHINNIE (14) (Q (D) JlWtjnan 5 t)Tl.„11rS Strooge (S) 11 

G -COMO GRAM) CRU (25}{CP) J Crifoan 7 D 1) MrJOw*o(5)9 

9 03JC54 HflXZAH (21) (C) (D) R aBOran 13 tl 9 — JftD R bstfanan (7) 5 
ID 356045 EVE2I0 FtiJFO (31) (C) N UBmoden 6 D 4Mr J Tyfar440frif p) 3 V 

n 5G2E NOSEY NATIVE (85) J f%3KS 5 0 2 — U«LP*MS12 

S 253100 SASST(18)(C)BlUfafo39t1 ttrCRtoll 

T3 030000 DUNSTtW DUBGAM (146) n umoden^ 4 9 D _..llr J Ybung (5) 1 

BETTING: 64 Sflart Warring, 7-1 Dae Ryan's, 8-1 DalwWnnle, Evezto Ruto, 
10-1 WMtiay Grange Bo^ 12-1 Grand Cru, Moray N*9«, 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Smmt Warning made fard work of laming the odds here, but he 
lusmproved Back cn tort stoca Ha Is undereatly wel treated back 
on sand, but this wa be hs fourth race to 25 days and tisa sur- 
face can be pretty tasting for a home with a wetter weight such 
as ns last years wmer WHITLEY GRANGE BOY is the ead> 
way t?3 against tha tavounta. 


1 1 0 oc CARNATION CLAIMING STAKES 
LLrrrgj (CLASS F) (DIV I) E3,000 added 6f 

1 030000 MALUA (23) (CD) TD Banal 595 Q Rears 13 

2 Q5L50 TATSEER (13) WIAm 4 95 T Sprats 14 

3 002500 ROf*AL CASCAIffi (41) fCD) BMdfehcn4 91 VHMUayHB 

4 D WHL SMART (22)0 CanJ3BE JPSpM0«r(3)8 

5 000000 HI MUJTAHJD (30) Mrs H Yifcten 4 8 Tl JOdnnS 

6 -00000 DIVIDE AND RULE (64) RHcttnshaad 4 89 WRyai 12 

7 506400 BOFPT (179) (C) (D) B Baugh 587 GPw«n2 

S OUO SWEET SB»NADE(J20)JLei^l 38 B ACutasnaS 

9 603000 KHGS CHECK 03) Mb JC ras 3 85 -JFOnMnglO 

D 600500 RAMSEY HOPE (27) (CO) CRartUrtSSS GDWBoU7V 

11 305000 LACHE9S (57) (D) RMoGNn5B4 DMaGBsonl 

ta 03000- CUAUTAlRSEyB1(4aq UssLSddd484 — Own McKaown 9 

13 030000 SCWTUTING SOUND (iq 3 Bowng 384 GSkrastB 

14 32S00 5WByFAV0UR(f83} (C) lisa JACamartn384i.Ownncfc< 

ta 250030 TANCRED TIMES (32) 3^ D Baker? 84 T Wires 15 

S 505040 THE RBSKT FARMS) (Q^WGM Hirer 5 S3 ACtetkll 

BETTING: 6-1 Ttacred Tlmu, 6-1 RoyM Craada T-1 toysran 6-1 Itafta, State- 
ly Favou, IW Lachsste, Tha Frisky F in ato , 12-1 ottras 

FORM VERDICT 

Maflb has not had much rmg on this surtaca and could out- 
class these mate. H om w ec ha Has a Ugh draw to qverao me aa 
has TPyeaar and Thnored Tfanee and test yurts ww RAUSEV 
HOPE could be the one to take advan ta ge at a far price. He ran 
up Id form here three starts aga before cutting fade ice over 7f 
and 1m snea and s recommended as an each -way bet back at 
Ns apbmum trip. 


FORM VERDICT 

Acompatittva taw- gr ade handicap. Law numbers were favoured 
to the daw rt the last meeting and foe ta-tarmTbpton is wsi- placed 
h stal one. However, he has yet to prow htorasH on sand and PIP’S 
ADDITION, n good fam here fWatime tart yeas, to stattto chrica 
ta Move har recant poor twf tonn behind retwnsd ta the sand. 


|1 AH I CARNATION CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
1 *‘^1 F) (DIV IQ £3,000 added 6f 


1 120000 rat T? (177(C) TEsGBby 3 8 13 Fi Winston a 12 B 

2 031410 MOST RESPECTFUL Pta (CD) NTMdw 5 811 JOnTMOwS 

3 4S000 CAPE HOPE (t27)(D)SBowmg 389 G Stamp 14 

4 01 P000 MARTB®AL£ p7) (D) R BasfrnanS 67 DwUcKwrawi? 

5 120000 SANS RNA1E (38) JL Eyre 3 88 RLapphlS 


» 00 HOri£GSp2)BlfcM9tion80 JQufcsi2 

ta 00 RU8SMH VHVET (to) M Otan 8 0 AIMC*foy(J}4 

C 40B302 TROJAN GIRL (13) NUtimodsn 80 JbtsS 

17 00 VEGAISUTRAL(Be}P9iake3pe«S80 G BmiwtS T7 

-ITthdnd- 

HETTDIG: S-i Tto|sa GM, 4-1 Lady CsrafeH, 5-1 Rad Vfenus. 8-1 Hot Lags, 
12-1 Lucky ReiL AbiasMa, CaMe BaM, 144 othere 

FORM VERDICT 

Lady Caroflna has die bast farm and corid wal wto but wtti dorixa 
about the dnar and the surface a sa fer selection ia TROJAN GIRL 
Mck Linmodente (By to no paai shakes but acts on the track, to 
wel dram and wl be autad by drop back ta SL 


6 000300 TAILHN1 (30) (D) W Mjr405 AMdn0s(q4 


7 ATHBOAM HEIGHTS MWfatig 36 4 MFtonons 

S 402100 OHJNnPBufer 384 S Drams 10 

9 000640 LA VOITA(27) (D) Uss J Cra2B6B4 T WBwni B 

B 00BD50 MART JAIEPRQ JBeny384 Pfwsseyi 

11 400050 SHARP FafT(23)ONdteh 384 AlfoCwtiiynB 

ta OSOtta HATDORO (126) (D) M Dob 582 DMaGfirai2 

13 -MOO GYMCRAK MYSTERY (45BHt*WS 3 712 JOttontlG 

14 500045 NGABLE PRINCESS (MQ M Scwersby 3 7 ta— PHaragot 0)3 

B -HJOCF WLDUUYp) MRyen37ta FNnrtaollV 

-tSdactoad- 

BETTMtM Sharp HtoLllnZMaryJwa, 8-1 ■bydorq.iurniiu; 61 Molt 
RaspoctM, Gymaik Hyatsry, 1SS1 Capa Hops, CWHJo, 14-1 cfotn 

FORM VERDICT 

Despite Hie shorter trfpk 111 TEF stands out on he course form 
and s a edki choice. Wfflh Moat ftaapectful rumsig poorly test 


DAFFODIL HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV I) 
£3,000 added 7f 


■> enl TULIP NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
^ 1 £4,000 added 2YO 7f 

005 EyEBALL50UT(42) SfrMRteSQQlt97 G0oflWd7 

332040 HEATHWRDSJ«KE(Z7)RHdhmead9S PHQukm(7)3 

44040 COLrWOODVp^ A*nb94 — __ — SDrowrw9 

4OB0 BUHTT P9) MDodiBS ACteifcl 

4001 INDIAN SUIMGB1 (25) (C) J Bnlaca 8 2 JTMsS 

OOS TICK N PICK (22) EDutepBD GCHtarU 

40030 nuBYTReE(i1)DChtemaiBta ACrtamlO 

46406 ASCARI (D) P Hans BB .^JCMm4 

5655 LOVBY ISLAND (MynjcfreanHojghim 67 B Price 13 


6 331000 THE DONK (2^ BUtwriO V HRnnH 

7 430400 CRASH CALL LADY (13) C Alan 8 6 — -..NCMUalV 

8 020 BBONy £9) B MeMalh 8 6 APoMfilU 

9 084006 ^NCA (13) A P torn 8 8. iSDnrtSw 

tt 0 JOTRIL.WELD (23) B Baqh 8 6 RLntaS 

11 U30000 IffiJJONFOflMERTHYR (17) B P*ig86 -GFta*nsrQ|7 

5 LQomrik 3 B 

13 60000 PETRA (13) Pltttig 86 F Norton 12 

14 4*0600 POETS PI9DE (7) K Ryan 00 JLMcCrthv( 3)4 

S SS£? flC1W,B6 D-taSSSl 

tt 581063 »PSONS DOMAIN (13J J 8 MocnB 6 TOIMims 

-ilMawl- 

BETT MG; 8 - 2jhurtd|)B B sy, 11-2 Swfaa Tari, 1M Mha Cody. 8-1 Hsftan's 
Hare, axjny, Stapnars Donato, io-1 Poets Pride. 14-1 olhm 

FORM VERDICT 

Ares* saw contested by 16 makfena Swtn Ttort « best to on 


-iw . ■ M . ... . — MWH Ml U1I 

rtfidal fibres twt he has nal proven hte abstty ta act on tha AM 
arid preference is tar NATHAN’S HERO, who has run wati over 
7f here the last twice and wi be suited by the extra furtong. 


« 000421 VAL£0Fl£Vef(17)KRyto84 — AlfcQotfty (3)2 

11 400 CHALCEDONY (14^ TDBamxtSO^ J Fanning 11 

ta 350500 CABH7VDD FACH (30) KWtogm713 NCarltotoU 

ta 5050 LOVE DWfOND&p^ M Jolraton 7 12 MHaray 5 

14 00000 mEUR0aUSB)(t3)NLItinteton7O PFesaeyB 

-MdKknd-. 

Mfosn «egfte 7S iah The tondkapwetfta PC'XfincnsserTtaafL 
SETTING: M Indtao Swfnga^ S-1 EyabMto Ottt, 8-1 Wa 01 Umn, T-» Lne- 
ly totaati, 16-1 CM-Waadu Lave Dtoaoatto, 12-1 HaoBtyertiJitoi, Be n d y . T a m - 
9yTtae,14-1oftara 


400 CHALCBXMYtttQTDBamnBO- 


1 032306 EUDNLEDGBip^ (CD) IkaNLtecadaySOQ JlMtoBV 

2 236000 PIPS ACOmONCT ICO) JOover3BG ... QDuflWd3 

3 000020 ACS) TEST (39) (D)M A addey 3 9 12 ,J.Cribarm 16 

4 112635 SOLD aASIDCRaT (160) (Q fl HoBnshead 7 9 12 F Lynch 5 

5 000002 TOPTMi (13) (DJPHoatog 49 ta JQutonlB 

6 000000 V 1 P CHARLIE (B^ (C) J Jeitansr 98 AMcGtmB 

7 4620 SHARP SCOTCH (J127) (Bf^ DCairtS 98 J P Speocsr (3) 10 

8 200040 THWAAB(34) p) FWtfsaiGB? t0rabert*y Hart (5) 4 0 

9 -30001 PLEASURE (21) r®) A Smti 395 R FfePatrick (3) 15 

0 000 GALLANT FaiOW(FH) (58) CEgertai3S4 — A McCarthy 0)2 

It 439800 MUSTANG (B^mCnurttaS S3 DafeGtoKin 12B 

ta OtHBO R06£EIIA(!<9 JLEjie3B3 0Pa»14 

Q 05463 H5TB)WESI50UN0(l4MD)MsLftaTatt693DeanHci(to>anB 

K 050305 XDSEV0 (S3) (CD) (BF)D9o»4B2 RWratnn p) 13 V 

15 304840 BARBKBO (22) (D) C Rjrtint 4 9 1 FWtttog 11 V 

« OOOSOI BAIALaifl t1<)Q'N»dwanJ6013. — RLapptoT 

-IBdacbred- 

BETT1NG; 94^ Topton. 7-1 Btan Ledger, Btoatout; #-1 Mbter Westsound. ». 

1 neaawe, Koswo, 12 - 1 8 oid Aristocra.'niwiiBh. Barresbo. 1*-1 atbeo 


HfaiL from a shrewd yard, has given the Impression he corid do 
better at a modest level 


0 fc| PEVER1L INTERIORS MAIDEN AUCTION 
LZllri STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2Y0 5f 

1 00 BUSTUNCHIOITJ 1 ) PHaatanBH L Chamock 16 

2 E33SJ0 LUOWRSJpO) PaMtartea A Ctak 7 

3 5200 LAOyCAIID(JE(7)UjQltBtai86 J Faring 13 

4 030563 REDVQUS(28) JBgnyBE ORtereB 

5 02030 ABtSSMA(127)NTMdarB3 KjmTridarlS 

6 raVAD’ARGBfTW MjrB3 TSfiMel 

7 H0NWBEBRI*aASMrta*83 GDufflaUU 

8 0 M^DOOfHDU$MES8(UE)GThaniten83 F Norton 12 

9 0 SOUTFEHN HARMONY (79) IAisLPgnai83 PFnwylO 

n 440 Q 0 snrrrONGALpq jwsrianBS anuhIs^b b 

it (BO CELHC SEAL ftojjgwnfl BO .JGkBiB>ii9 

e ecoo«;w>PEfi7)GiMyeo^ stkonmmu 

Q 00 FAHTC GSI (41) J BaUng 6 0 NGrtria3 


ra s^^ dicap ") 

3 «^«OALl*1)CTMBNItacafoy8912.._ ^PtovaV 

4 0M00MMTCA«AP3)(QSB«rttaB9O CTta^JB 


FORM VERDICT 

EyaboHa Out h89 a bit to prove but looked to be getting his act 
together last time and could be a dase above the appoattfan he 
mem today. I lowovar he has not proven Ns etafoy ta aa on the 
surtaca and a passed over to favour of INDIAN SWINGER, who 
won wefl here iaat time and should apprectes the ortta futong. 


o pc| LILY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £2,500 
added 2YO 1m 

1 000000 BAUKROTfflVB»CB)B«Mlhon81l VfWHiy2B 

2 600020 DRUFtPGEBAyWMChamonBII ACUfoansB 

3 000353 NATHAN'S HBID (2!Q R HoBnfond 8 11 WRyanfi 

4 0000 SOUNDS COOL(49}SBoa*gai1 £ Itagna (3) 10 

5 2Q50S SWSSTCM (38) DNrtrtsa 11 — A NJchoia (5) 15 


5 ^ «"rwSSJ)3 

B MGHT AUCTION (30) 9 PaSr^ 3 9 3 .. \ 

V 3000E THEATRE MAGIC (45) (CD) D Stow 594 TrS/ir 

IT SBSPO DWAUfE(4f9(C)MW4a4 jiSSS 

« tSSS 

13 QS206 TAJMO. (IB) D VkntS 302 m tZ.” u 

« 433005 TWOWIU4AIISC3) HWEatf£ttiy 39 i ~ ~ toSrftoK 

l SSI SSSl® 1 M m W M Ryan 3 9 0 — £5te!l® 

V ta3480 DARIABAD (13) {□) R McGtto 8 B Tl _JLmSSVS 

. , -lOdadared- 

Lore Acadaay 6-1 Hngdom Ruby; 7-1 Ttwatn Magic, n CokaiM 
Q*»*S IMflamia, Mef OH, 1 M Abtm, Critical Aki 14-1 sflan 

FORM VERDICT 

?*Bte»«»nurt«rs but LOVE 
ACADEMY is on Obvious eweptw, Mark Johnstons gettng Is wal 

rtform and wi be suited by the drop tsffi* to 7t The dgrv 

9ere are Theatre Magic and Pteaeure Trick but they are bea 

Um Awowriy may tore gone beyond 
racal before they get going. 
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MARTIN JOHNSON goes into to- 
morrow's TOjrld Cup qualifier 
^ aga in st the unfancied ama- 
teurs of the Netherlands know- 

- ing that his personal reputation 
as well as his country’s honour 
is at stake. While it may be un- 

. thinkable and inconceivable 
. that England will suffer a defeat 
at the McAlpine Stadium in 
Huddersfield, there is no such 
. cast-iron guarantee that John- 
son will manage to keep his in- 
... Caznous temper in check. 

He has twice been caught 
throwing punches in interna- 
tionals -one cost England a try 

- against Argentina in 1996, and 
the second against New 
Zealand last November earned 
him a one-match ban. But 
Johnson is stoical in his ac- 
ceptance of the responsibility 
that he now carries as a result 

“Discipline is a very big part 
4 Tof rugby," said Johnson yes- 
"terday as he fielded questions 
in his tenporary role as captain 
of England in the absence of 
Lawrence DaDaglio. “But I can 
lose my temper and still do a 
. good job.” 

The 6ft (tin Leicester lock, 
• who completes a distinguished 
treble having captained the 
British lions on their triumph- 
ant tour of South Africa in 1997 
as well as holding the same of- 
fice with his club, is not 
dwelling on his seif-controL He 
was more interested in the 
performance he expects from 
his team. 

In true professional style he 
is treating it not merely as an- 
y^ofljerltest, but ratheras the first 
V of four big steps away from the 
horrors of the disastrous sum- 
mer tour of the southern hemi- 
sphere when a shadow England 
side, stripped of its key players, 
was hammered ruthlessly by 
Australia, New Zealand itwice) 
and South Africa. '■ • 

“This is something like a 
mini tour in a way” mused 
Johnson. “We have to put a 
marker down against the 
Dutch. We do not want to lose 


RUGBY UNION 


By David LtjBffat.TV M 

any of the four Tests.” And he 
insisted the side was very fo- 
cused on the task ahead. “This 
morning’s training session 
began slowly but the attitude at 
the end was much better: We 
dorft train to be sloppy be- 
cause that is not the way we in- 
tend to play.” 

The irony of the setting - 
Huddersfield - is not lost an 
Johnson, RngtamP s eighth cap- 
tain since the appointment of 
Will Carling in 1988. The 
prospect of a big Union match 
at the McAlpine Stadium 
brought a wry smile to John- 
son's features. “WO are in Hud- 
dersfield, the birthplace of 
Rugby League,” said Johnson, 
who wins his 38th cap tomorrow 

“1 think it’s great that we are 
playing up here, it should have 
happened long ago. It’s only a 
personal opinion, butl can’t see 
why Five Nations matches 
could not be staged away from 
Twickenham." 

David Rees will continue his 
rehabilitation by starting his 
first ADied Dunbar Readership 
One game for Sale against ^fest 
Hartlepool at Heywood Road 
tonight The wing, considered 
not sufficiently recovered from 
long-term injury to resume his 
En gland career against Hol- 
land, was a replacement in last 
week’s victory at London Irish. 

Richmond could be pun- 
ished following the postpone- 
ment of tomorrow's Allied 
Dunbar Premiership fixture 
against Harlequins. 

The game is off because 
Reading Football Club, with 
whom Richmond share the 
25,000-seater Madejski Stadi- 
um, have an FA Cup first-rom^ 
tie against' Stoke fiat after- 
noon. But it might not be a good 

enough reason to convince 
English Rugby Partnership, 
who oversee Premiership One 
andTwo. 



Tbe Netherlands are put through their paces yesterday at Lockwood Park, the home of Huddersfield’s rugby union club 


Ross Parry 


Dutch dreamers chase respect 


RUGBY REALITY may well be 
about to blow a raspberry into 
foe collective face of Nether- 
lands rugby and burst the ro- 
mantic bobble that has carried 
them to the qualifying stages of 
the 1999 World Cup, but itis a 
fool who would patronise them. 

Yes, they acknowledge that 
they have not a Sabine virgin’s 
chance of emerging intact from 
foe confrontation with Eng- 
land R would be more accurate 
to describe them as under- 
puppies rather than under- 
dogs, but no one, least of all 
En glan d is writing them off. 

The England prop Jason 
Leonard said: “They are faying 
to raise foe profile of rugby in 
foe Netherlands. Look at foe 
Italians of a few years ago and 
see how they have progressed 
to become a part of foe Sir Na- 
tions from next season. There 
is definitel y a danger in talking 
down foe Dutch. We expect 
them to be wefl drilled” 

They will also be firmly 
screwed down by England. But 
they will not go down without 


England present a daunting task for the minnows 
with so much to play for. By David Llewellyn 


a struggle. John Car J van de 
Esch, foe Netherlands loose- 
head prop, knows what to ex- 
pect He is in his first season 
with West Hartlepool and has 
had his first taste of Premier- 
ship rugby. “It was against 
Saracens,” said van de Esch, a 
New Zealander who settled in 
Scotland seven years ago be- 
fore coining south of the bordec 
“It was a good game to play in, 
poming up against one of the 
best club sides in England" 
He does not harbour aqy fan- 
ciful notions about tomorrow’s 
match in Huddersfield “It is 
going to be bard in the scrums,” 
he admitted. *T just hope we 
achieve some sort of parity on 
ourput-zn. We have to try to be 
as solid as possible on our baH 
But we wifi not concede a tiring. 
We wifi jerk their chains a lit- 
tie bit, rattle their cage. Wind 
them up.” 


Geoff Old, a grizzled All 
Black, took up the onerous task 
of prodndng a competitive na- 
tional team as well as taking re- 
s p o n s a Jtty lb rtbedBvdopnM n t 
and expansion of rugby in the 
Netherlands two years ago. He 
is amazed at hrw they have 
come on. Reaching tins stage of 
the 1999 Wbrld Cup was just not 
in foe former flanker's plans. 

“We were looking more at 
the 2008 tournament," said foe 
42-year-old who was capped 
three times by his country and 
played in the infamous “flour 
bomb” Test against South 
Africa in New Zealand in 198L 
“We have gone through a time 
warp in terms of progress over 
the last 12 to 18 months. Wfe 
have climbed three or four 
rungs of the international 
rugby ladder to earn ourselves 
qualifying matches against 
En gland and Italy.” 


That fact will not be lost on 
England Nor will the defensive 
play of foe Dutch. Old promised 
that in that department at least, 
the Dutchmen will be flying into 
foe opposition. “These guys 
know how to tackle.” he said 
proudly. “OK, they are not foe 
aggressive Zinzan Brooke 
breastplate tacklers but they 
will be tackling heart and souL 
In feet, not surprisingly, we ex- 
pect to be doing a lot of de- 
fending, we\e been working an 
that It does not mean it wifi 
stop foe floodgates opening 
but they will be doing tbe best 
they can." 

What Old wants his charges 
to avoid is foe one-on-one bat- 
tle within a war situations - 
prop to prop, centre to centre. 
“Our strength is in our perfor- 
mance as a team,” be ex- 
plained “That is the only way 
we will be able to gain foe re- 


spect of foe opposition. If play- 
ers adopt an individual role 
and forget their part in foe 
team pattern, if emotion takes 
over then we wifi become weak 
in certain areas, certainly psy- 
chologically." 

Ultimately the scareline will 
be immaterial “We have to 
show everyone that football is 
not the only game we can play ” 
said the diminutive scrum-half 
and captain, Mats Marcker. 
“This is the biggest game in the 
history of Netherlands rugby. It 
is so bloody important" And, 
talking of blood, they will have 
to put bodies on the line rather 
than thumbs in foe dyke. 

But as long as they do that 
then these Netherlander will 
most certainly earn the re- 
spect of their elders and betters 
in the nigby world 

NETHERLANDS (v England, World 
Cop European OuoHrytng Fool Ho, 
Itokkanham, Sunday): A Webber: O 
Mnkete. R van de VUNk^ G Everts. G Vigo- 
urs: B Uervoon. M Mardier (capt): J J van 
de Esch. A Seybel. R PhlUppo. P Faas. R 
Dorters. Ron deVfcn. C EDsant. N Molten. 
mplacatanai S femaker. R Ups. R Kof- 
man, G Blocmstar. H Brat. T Schumach- 
er. P Hudson. 


Third time lucky as Wakefield earn promotion 


WAKEFIELD TRINITY have 
been given the green light to 
compete in Super League next 
season. 

The First Division champ- 
ions have, at the third attempt, 
satisfied foe independent fran- 
chise panel that they can meet 

the criteria for the elite and they 

have been promoted 

“It is a credit to foe game 
that the process that has been 
instigated has proved to be 
successful,” Ted Richardson, 
their chairman, said “The thor- 
ough and professional ap- 
proach adopted has been 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Hapfibld 

longer than everyone had 
hoped, but we can confidently 
go forward dow with our plans.” 

Those plans include in- 
stalling extra seats at Belle 
Vue for next season, playing 
televised games at Barnsley's 
Oakweil ground and moving to 
a new stadium for 2000. 

Of even more immediate 
concern will be the calibre of 
foe team that Wakefield can put 
on to the field. Their chief ex- 


ecutive, Steve Ffeares, admitted 
that they would need 14 or IS 
new players. 

“Wfe have got a good idea 
who we want to retain from the 

team that won foe First Divi- 
sion Grand Final and who we 
want to bring in,” Andy Kelly, 
tbe Trinity coach, .said “We 
need to bring in as maqypfey- 
ers as possible from a fuH-time 
environment 

“Our first season in Super 
League win be all about con- 
solidation and I refish foe chal- 
lenge.” 

Ferres said that the (dub 


had budgeted for average gates 
of 5,000. “We intend to give 
something to St?«r League, not 
to be a hindrance," he said. 

Trinity’s inclusion, along- 
side the new dub at Gateshead, 
takes Super League to 14 for 
next season, eliminating tbe 
need for one dub to have each 
weekend off and reducing foe 
number of midweek games 
needed to make up foe pro- 
posed 30 fixtures. 

RhkefieW’snei^ibours, Cas- 
tleford, have completed their 
overseas quota fra* next season 
by signing foe Australian cen- 


tre, Mike Eagan from War- 
rington. 

Eagar joins his fellow coun- 
trymen, Adrian \fowles, Aaron 
Raper and Dale Fritz, and foe 
Fijian, James Pickering, as 
Castlefordfe overseas players. 

“I watched Idrdsad dos^y at 
Warrington this year and I was 
impressed,” said the Cas coach, 
Stuart Raper Eagar’s arrival 
means that Castieford will not 
be retaining the New Zealander; 
Michael Smith. 

“We made Michael a lucra- 
tive offer to stay at WheJdon 
Road, bull believe he has been 
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■ nans to send Yhvamk Pace, the November Hand- 
cap wrinar, ewer hurtfes this winter have been scrapped. 
Desp/ta being quoted in some betting fists for foe Cham- 
pion Hurds, owner John Kearney says ths suc-ysar-old 

• wi not now go jumping. 

■ Earthstopper has been announced a non-runner in 
foe Hflmessy Gold Cup at Newbury on 28 November. 
The winner of last seasons Rahurter Chase at Chetenham 
faff on his reappearance at Newton Abbot last week. Hs 
trainer. Paul NtehOte, said: 'riels aB right but we word 
be able to get him ready in fima" 


badly misguided by his agent 
and he has accepted an offer to 
play at Hull,” Raper said. 

Salford have also fined then- 
last import spot by recruiting 
the winger, Paul Carige, from 
Parramatta. 

Great Britain coach, Andy 
Goodway last night decided to 
postpone his team announce- 
ment for 24 hours to give his in- 
jured players more recovery 
time for foe final Test against 
New Zealand at Watford to- 
morrow. 

“I want to wait another day 
so that I can see how they are 
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after training tomorrow," said 
Goodway. 

Second-rower Adrian Moriey 
(ankle) and stand-off lestyn 
Harris (groin) also sat out yes- 
terday’s training session and 
remain doubtfrO, along with 
centre Paul Newlove (calf). 

But scrum-half Tbny Smith 
and centres Gary Connolly and 
Keith Senior appear to have 
shaken off knocks from the 
Bolton game and look certain 
to play. 

Kefron Cunningham is Great 
Britain’s latest doubt for the 
third and final Test. 
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Tyson 
‘bought’ 
for a 
bargain 


BOXING 


BY GLYN LEACH 

a loan of just $5tn i£3m) se- 
cured foe most-vsalued signa- 
ture in boxing, that of Mike 
T^son, for the Denver- based 
company America Presents, 
surprisingly chosen os pro- 
moters for the first two bouts of 
32-yearold Tyson's latest return 
to the ring. 

The hard-up heavyweight, 
whose boxing licence was re- 
cently restored following a one- 
year suspension for biting 
EvanderHofyfiekfs ears in their 
June 1997 title fight in Las 
Vegas, wifi repay the advance in 
two $2L5m instalments from the 
purses he wifi receive for the 
first two bouts oT his comeback. 

The arrangement provides 
America Presents with in- 
credible value for their initial 
outlay - TVson’s rematch with 
Holyfield alone is thought to 
have grossed over $i00m and 
the promotional outfit's pro- 
jected profit of $5m for each of 
foe comeback fights is thought 
to be conservative. 

In March, Tyson filed a 
|100m lawsuit against his for- 
mer promotes Don King, al- 
leging that King wrongfully 
deducted $45m Grom the fight- 
er’s earnings following Tyson's 
release from jail in 1995, after 
serving threeyears of a six-year 
sentence for the rape of Deriree 
Washington. 

For six fights between 1995 
and 1997, Tyson is thought to 
have earned around $l40m, 
but he claims that misman- 
agement of his affairs by King 
and Tyson's former managers, 
John Horne and Rory Hol- 
lowly, has left him in financial 
difficulties. 

It faas been reported that 
Showtime, the American sub- 
scription TV network, that will 
televise Tyson's comeback 
bouts, has paid the troubled 
fighter $33m for a series of 
fights, with the proviso that 
$IStn of that amount is used to 
clear Tyson’s tax debt 

Tyson is scheduled to return 
to foe ring on 16 January at the 
MGM Grand casino-hotel in 
Las Vegas, against either 
Francois Botha, Vaughn Bean 
or Brian Nielsen. Rirther de- 
tails will be announced at a 
press conference in New York 
on Tuesday 

Herol Graham, who came 
close three times to winning a 
world title, has been forced to 
retire after being told he risked 
bli n d n ess if he fought again. 
Graham, 39, had been due to 
take on David Starie for foe va- 
cant British super-midefle- 
weight title in London on 21 
November 

However the Sheffield man 
said; “I went to the optician - 
he looked and looked again. 
When that happens then you 
know something is wrong. I'm 
seeing a specialist later but it's 
likely to be a detaching retina, 
which could need surgery or 
laser treatment” 

Widely regarded as the best 
British fighter never to win a 
world crown. Graham had 
three unsuccessful title bids, 
the last being in March, when 
he was stopped fay the super- 
middleweight Charles Brewer. 
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Evans near to tears as he leaves Liverpool 


ROY EVANS yesterday parted com- 
pa^wifoliverpoolfoedubhehas 
served for 35 years. Evans and 
David Moores, the Liverpool chair- 


By Paul Walker 




the joint-manager Gdrard Houllier 
takes sole control of the dub. 

“Tbday is a sad day for Liverpool 
and me personally," Moores said. 
“We have agreed by mutual consent 
that Roy and Doug Livermore, his 
assistant, are leaving the dob. I 
would like to pay tribute to all he 
[Evans] has done for the club for 35 
years. I offered Roy another position 
at the dub but he has chosen to have 
a break. I could talk for hours about 

Roy and my respect for him.” 


Evans said: “Fdlike to thank the 
chairman and board for the support 
they have given me. I have felt over 
the past three or four weeks that 
things have not been working out I 
dispute the theory that uptime here 
been a fa (h ire — fourth, third, 
fourth, third in try seasons here is 
not failure. That record is second 
only to Alex Ferguson at Manches- 
ter United." 

Asked wtyr he refused to take an- 
other post at Airfield, Evans said: “It 
would be easy to stay; but to give 
Gerard and his team a chance, you 
have to walk away. I know 1 could 


The Dane 


who has 


earned 


greatness 


Guy Hodgson looks back on the 
Old Trafford career of one of the 
world’s outstanding goalkeepers 


IT IS debatable how many Manches- 
ter United players would fed confi- 
dent enough to say it, but Brian 
McClair was willing to tease. “It 
must be wonderful to have the power 
to make so many people defirious with 
mirth,” he said to Peter Schmeichel, 
who was mulling over a grotesque 
miskKk that had allowed Barnsley an 
FA Cup goal last season. The goal- 
keeper's reply is not printable. 

But McClair was right If the na- 
tion - or the Manchester United- 
hating part of it -had been given a 
vote on the most glorious football 
moment last year; then the great 
Dane’s lapse last February would 
only have been topped by Michael 
Owen's goal against Argentina. - 

To put it sucrinctly, Schmeichel, 
who yesterday announced he will 
leave Old Ttafford at foe end of foe 
season, is despised. Not because be 
appears arrogant, not because he 
has the gall to rant at his own play- 
ers, but because he is so very good. 
Firm the moment he walks an to the 
pitch, hoofing the ball into space and 
brandishing a towel over his shoul- 
der like a matador’s cape, he seems 
the embodiment of a perceived Unit- 
ed superiority complex. 

That is fine in a player prone to 
temperamental lapses like Eric Can- 
tona -you have something to gloat 
about- but there were whole seasons 
when Schmeichel never seemed to 
make a mistake. In 1994-95, for ex- 
ample. when he conceded only 18 
goals in foe League and United still 
finished runners-up, or the following 
year when he, even more than LeRoi, 
was responsible for Alex Ferguson’s 
team overhauling Newcastle. 

The title “A Rage Ebr Perfection" 
has already been used for a book 
about John McEnroe, but it could eas- 
ily have fitted the Dane, whose vol- 
canic eruptions became a trademark 
as much as his saves. He expected 
exemplary performances from his de- 
fenders as much as he demanded 
them from himself and, like Cantona, 
when he could not guarantee them, 
he chose to leave United. 

While Cantona left football com- 
pletely, Schmeichel, who wifi be 35 
next Wednesday, has chosen to 
move abroad, where the physical de- 
mands are less. “I am enjoying the 
game as much as ever;” he said yes- 
terday. “but it is getting harder to 
keep pace. I need to train more than 
I have ever had to in order to pre- 
pare myself property- 1 need more 
time between games than I can get 
in England.” 

His going wifi virtually complete 
the dismantling of Ferguson’s first 
great side which won United their 
first championship in 26 years in 
1992-93 and the Double foe follow- 


have stayed here, but I decided to 
make a completebreak- 1 didn't want 
to end as a ghost on foe waH" 

Of his fofaire, Evans said: * I datft 
know what I will do. I just want to 
get this over today. I cannot imag- 
ine working at another dub, I am 50, 
not exacQyoldand not ready for the 
dustbin. I wantto relax a bit I want 
this dub to get on - that is the most 
important thing.” 

Evans was asked if it was fair that 
he took foe blame for failure. “It is 
not a matter of one man taking foe 
blame. It is what is in the best 
interests of the club. I went into the 
partnership with Gerard with my 
eyes open and hoping it could work. 


It hasn't worked. Results have not 
gone our way." 

Almost in tears, he added: “It is 
not about foe relationship between 




with personalities. It just did not 
work out Tfiju just feel it is not the 
right formula for players. They do 
not know who the boss is” 

Motxes added: “We have to go for- 
ward. It is sad forme personally be- 
cause I have known Roy as a 
teenagei; but you have to think of foe 
dub. a always comes first 

Moores confirmed that Phil 
Thompson, foe former Liverpool 
defender and coach, will be return- 
ing to foe dub as assistant manag- 


es The chairman said: “Phil is pas- 
sionate about the dub and deqjer- 

ptwly TOWitg Bnpp paa w 

HouHiei; who win be in sole 
Leeds at Anfield to- 
morrow sat alongsde his new as- 
sistant «nd said: “This mnroing 
was one of the saddest and most 
emotional moments of my Liverpool 
days. I spent some time with Boy in 
my office, knowing feat was the end 
af ou r p artnerahqa. 

“Being the sole manager; I 

asked if we could have ah assistant 

manager who had a Liverpool 
heart, ifytrafike, a Liverpool figure. 
They recommended PtriL 


not going to teD you I have known 

Phil for a long time.” 

Houllier indicated that he would 
be entering the transfer market 


side. 1 was getting changed wiaag 
Peter Robinson [the AnfieW vtafr 
chairman) phoned. Hist's foe 
it happened. Itwasa^w; " 


bUUUCX muua ujou 


“I am not gomg to cheat, I am 


some players,” he admitted. “It is not 
easy because there is not a lot 
around. We do need scone players 
and I have foe assurance that I have 
the financial backing for that" 

Thompson said: “There might 
be a few hearts getting broken. Fve 
been brought to bring in a kick-up- 
the-backside to a lot of players. I 
thinkmost people realise this is one 
of the greatest days of my life. 

“I got a shock yesterday when I 
was about to take part in a five-a- 


passed. I have been involved lntl 
game but not at this tevdL" 
Houllier spelt out his UnmedB^ 
plans yesterday. “The next g an 
[against Leeds! is foe roost 
tant one. Maybe things have » 

been going too wefi. Maybe we i 

to improve the fluidity of the gam 
We need to get some pfeyers foi 
reinforce the team. We are here b 
cause the players did po t kic k ti 

ball the right way We cannot kideti 
ball for the players." 



mg season. Only Denis Irwin and 
Ryan Giggs (astonishingly, still only 
24) r emain of the side which foe 
manager describes as his best 

No one could downplay Schmei- 
chel’s role in ending that drought 
Most Danes have “great” appended 
as a description if they show any ap- 
titude but he justified it more than 
anybody. From foe moment he 
strode confidently into OM Trafford 
in August 1991 for the laughably 
small fee of £550,000, his immense 
presence was apparent Within 
games he was being called the best 
United goalkeeper since Alex Step- 
ney; within months that compli- 
mentwas exposed as far too lacking 
in substance. 7 / V . 

When he first met WunUedotfs ‘fin 
foe mixer” long-ball tactics he was , 
knocked back' both physically Sid 
mentally “Ms is not football,” he kept 
appealing to foe referee, but when the 
official ignored him he persisted in 
coming for and winning the baft 

Having learned that lesam, he be- 
came the mortphysicady imposing 
goalkeeper m the Preimership,com- 
manding his area in a way that even 
David Seaman could not match. 
EGs sling-shot arms also had at- 
tacking potential and many United 
raids were launched by his javelin 
throws to foe wing. 

His honours — four champion- 
ships, two FA Cups, 107 caps and 
leading Denmark to the European 

P hampinnghip in IftiW - malyjj pok- 
ing one performance invidious, but 
most United supporters would 
plump for St James’ Park on March 
4, 1996. For 45 minutes Kevin Kee- 
gan’s Newcastle, fast and furious, 
ripped United's defence to shreds 
and yet they could not score because 
Schmeichel loomed, colossus-like, 
between foe posts. Cantona got the 
goal that night, but it was the goal- 
keeper who won the points. 

Even genius cannot sustain such 
levels for long and this season 
Schmeichel, who has been plagued 
with persistent back problems, has 
looted diminished. 

ffiBlMniilinglips ham iinia irp ami 

his mistake against Bayern Mu- 
nich cost United two Champions’ 
League points. He is still a good goal- 
keeper but greatness might have 
passed him by and the chance tore- 
capture that surely influenced yes- 
terday's decision. 

The chance to bow out of Old Traf- 
ford by winning the European Cup 
remains, however; ami in January he 
will be among the nominated can- 
didates when foe European goal- 
keeper of toe centxur is announced. 

It is a measure of his ability that, if 
he wins, there win not be howls of 
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Bolton suffer £17m financial burden of Burnden 


BOLTON WANDERERS announced 
yesterday that they have debts of 
fl7m owing to their difficulties sell- 
ing Burnden Park. 

The First Division club's plight 
was revealed in figures by thar par- 
ent company Burden Leisure pic. 
Even the sale of striker Nathan 
Blake to Blackburn for JM25m has 
made little difference, and there 
could be other departures. 

Bolton lost £4 .7m last year in the 
Premier League, and they have 
borrowed £13m anticipating the sale 
of Burnden Park. There have been 
major difficulties selling the old sta- 


BY Alan nixon 


dr um because of planning permis- 
sion trouble, however 
The Blackburn goalkeeper; Tim 
Flowers, is facing an arm operation 
that could keep him outfora month. 
He needs surgery on elbow and 
shoulder problems that have been 
dogging him all season as Rovers 
have struggled. The England in- 
ternational is arranging a date for 
the work to be done and hopes to 

av nidmiRjang top many games white 

he recovers. Blackburn’s manage:; 
Roy Hodgson, will give the Aus- 


tralian John Ftlan the jersey during 
the absence of Flowers. He is also 
just back from injury. The Flowers 
blow is the latest to rock Blackburn 
in a campaign that is foe worst 
Hodgson has known for injuries. 

Cdtic are negotiating with Black- 
pool to sign their promising goal- 
keeper; Steve Banks, to help them 
out of a criris. The Paridiead dob are 
speaking to foe Second Division 
outfit about a proposed £600,000 
switch for Banks. They have some 
key fixtures coming up. in c luding foe 
Old Firm match next weekend. 

Banks has earned rave reviews 


for foe past couple ofyears and has 
been a target for months. Injuries to 
Jonathan Gould and Stuart Kerr 
have forced the Glasgow dub to act 

Rangers’ head coach, Dick Ad- 
vocaat, is in talks with the veteran 
German goalkeeper, Andreas 
Kflpke. The Dutchman hopes to re- 
cruft tiwSS^yeawjW who has walked 
out on his French dub, Marseilles, 
after a dispute with their coach. 

The Ibrox chairman, David Mur- 
ray has given the go-ahead for foe 
signing of a stop-gap after foe 
Fr enchman Tlrm ri fjharf ymffl'pn ga^ 

ruled out for foe rest of the season 


with knee trouble. KOpfce has played 
in Europe this season, so he could 
not appear for Rangers in foe Uefa 
Cup and would only be eligible do- 
mestically Borussia Dortmund are 
also keen on him. 

Dundee are on course to up- 
grade their Dens Farit ground in 
timefor next season, inline' with Pre- 
mier League guidelines. 

Work on foe stadium will begin 
earfyin the New’fear after new fend- 
ing packages for a £2.7m redevel- 
opment were confirmed yesterday. 

The Inside dub are indebted to 
the Scottish Sports Council Lottery 


er I am looking foe 


Listed 


Sharpe 

keen to 


show hi: 
worth 


Manchester United action man: Peter Schmeichel has ranted, soared and dived to bring the trophies to Old Trafford Empics 


LEE SHAKRE, placed on the transfcig J 
list yesterday by Leeds United#! 
believes he can do for his next dub ; 
what Marc Overmars has done for 
Arsenal 

Howard TOUtinson might have 
been thinking along similar lines . L 
when he paid Manchester United r. . 
&L5m to bring him to Ettand Road * 
just over two years ago. The move 
had not proved particularly suc- 
cessful for the 27-year-old former 
England winger - and Sharpe has 
been told by Leeds* new manager, 

David O’Leary that he did not fig- . 
ure in his future plans. 

His chance of reproducing the ex- 
citing form he showed in his early 
career was hampered by a knee lig- 
ament injury pre-season last year; 
which ruled him out of the entire' 
1997-98 campaign. Although he start- 
ed foe opening game of this season, 
neither O'Leary nor his predecessor 
George Graham, have given him a 
run in the side. 

- Sharpe believes he still has what 
it takes to perform at the highest •(> 
teveLHesakL’TfFmnotgoingtobe 
part of David's plans then I've got to 
swallow my pride, suck the tenon, 
wipe my mouth and move on to the 
next fifing in fife. The last thing I 
need nowtetobe sitting on the bench 
and not being involved. Ithas been ; 

1 18 monUteuow sifidflfoada run. I 1 ’ 1 
just need games.” 

Flilham have been finked with 
Sharpe, but it is more likely that ; 
Southampton, Everton or Sheffield 
Wednesday couM mate a mova while •' 
Benfica have also been mentioned. 

Money will also play its part as 
Leeds will want to recoup as much ■' 
as possible of the £4^m fee they paid : 
fix 1 Sharpe. O'Leary isrefusing to set 
any rnmirmim lim it, alth o ugh it is he- 

fieved around £l.5m would be 
enough to see him move away from ^ V 
a dub where be has made only 37 
league and cup appearances in 28 
months. ^ 

Halifax Town have banned their 
captain, Kevin Hulme,for two weeks - 
for his part in a 20-player brawl dur- 
ing foe Hurd Division match against 
Chester on Tuesday. The midfiddeC ■ 
who has also been also fined a fort- 
night's wages, will miss tonight’s FA * 

Cup first-round tie at Manchester 
City. 

Halifax’s chairman, Jim Brown, * 
said: “The match video makes hor- 
rific viewing. The things happening : 
on the fieW were disgraceful and Hal- 
ifax Town Football Club cannot and 
will not tolerate scenes like that.” . . 

H u lme , shown a red card along 
with Chester’s Chris Priest for vio- 
lent conduct, attempted to chase 
after his opposite number as Priest " 
made his way down foe tunnel but 
was restrained by his player-man- " 
ageq BJeran O'Regan, and stewards. 

Halifax will also be without the 
striker Steve Guinan, as he ~hn^ re-.-" 
turned to Nottingham Forest after 
a one-month loan spelL 

For foeir part, City will have to 
mate enforced changes The de- 
fender Richard Ed ghffl is ruled out 
with a suspected broken toe and the : 
striker Michael Br anch nn loan' 
from Everton, is ineligible* But the 
captain, Jamie Bollock; is back in the' 
squad after a hernia operation and ■,> 
suspension as Rpyle bids to bounce 



full st 


Back 


race 

^vorld 

Sash 
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ife.: 


feat at Wycombe. 

“ H a li fax are flying at foe moment 


ft*** 


for us,” Royle said. “If we play to our 
foil potential we can win. The lads are 


Sports Hind, who have weighed in 
with gun, and the Ebotball Trust 
Thqy have donated £366,800 and 
also given Dundee a £200,000 loan for 
the work which will bring the ca- 
pacity to a 10,090 all-seat stadium 
Huddersfield have decided not to 
pursue their interest in Jamaica’s 
World Cup captain, Ian Goodison, 
who had been on trial at the 
McAlpme Stadium. He pkyed in two 
reserve games, but Town’s manag- 


" W MgwsiVUp-tWIi TFVW 

bring m much-needed cash, flfehawe : 
to mate Maine Road a fortress.” 

The last time the two dubs met 
was in the third round of the Cup on :; 
3 January 1980 when Halifax, of the 
Fourth Division, beat then First W- ~ l 
vision City l-o at The Shays 
M The Under-18 tournament in 18* 
rad thatEtogjand were scheduled to 


fci- 
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wen for us while he played here, but 


nfinute due to the worsening pdfitir. * my ' 
cal situation m Iraq. Eun^eanfoot- iK’V-f-'- •• ' 

ball’s governing bo<ty, Uefa, has v.-.'. ; 

called off next week’s event, invohr- " * 

fog Spain, Andorra and Israd, after ' “ - 
^pteafrtmfoeEboibaUAssocfetion.." 














\Vi ix> 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Pnday 13 Nor&mhof loos 


(ft* 

\ "H 




•I' , r : ' ,,r ’ 1 * "'*****■ 

ti i_ , 


lam 

jan 

HP 




r 1 

Wbartft 



t THERE ARE many splen- 
did names in football, 

W illingham Synthppip 

being a personal favou- 
rite, but few are mare 
redolent of football's past 
than Leigh EML It is not 
the Leigh that attracts (indeed, 
many people in Lancashire find 
that most offensive) but the initials 
which stand far Railway Mechanics’ 
Institute. You can almost hear foe 
steam hiss. 

Professional football and the iron 
horse went hand in hand in the 19th 
' .Jcentury and it was the giants of the 
industry who formed thefirst teams, 
including Newton Heath Lancashire 
and Yforitshire Railway, who you 
might know as Manchester United 
RMI were their equals then/a 
branch fine of the same company 20 . 
miles away -Af Shght d^taqcie.haS;i 
opened between them since. 

That was BMTs bag time^ and they 
have only hinted at a revisit subse- 
quently. Two trips to the FA Cup’s 
first round when the initials were 
prefaced with the name of their orig- 
inal home town, Horwich, and a few 
trophies acquired in Uie minor 
leagues of the north-west but, their 


The FA Cup draw has produced a classic David v Goliath 
tie that has Leigh RMI buzzing. Guy Hodgson reports 


evocative name apart, they have 
been largely anoqymons. 

Until Sunday, that is, when the 
UniBond League Premier Division 
side face Kevin Keegan’s Ffrlham, 

Mnharnmgrl 41 wrilHnm; and 

all, in the first round of the FA Cup. 
At this stage it is tile closest you are 
going to get to the David versus Go- 
liath contests that sustain the com- 
petition. 

“It’s frightening,” Steve Waywefl, 
the manager who will be the equal 
of Keegan for the only time of his fife, 
said. “But nice because it gives our 
lads a chance to play against in- 
ternationals. They’re in the Second 
Division but if they were in the 
firstthey’dbepushingforlhePre' 
nhers^.IinawthatfiB-a fact We’re 
going to have to be mi our game just 
to live with them.” 

Waywefl, 47, was a professional 
footballer himself, but was one of 
only two members of the Burnley 
Youth Cup-winning team of the 
1960s not to make it to the first XL 


His team-mate^ Dave Thomas, went 
on to play for England; (Esilhisioned, 
he denned a chance of a trial with 
Halifax Town and joined the non- 
League ranks. 

He played for Darwen, Rossen- 
dale, Stalybridge, Hyde, and Horwich 

(pfeying against Blackpool when 
they last readied the Cup’s first 
round) and returned to manage foe 
dob in the last game of the 1995-% 
season. Since then he has overseen 

typ pr pmotifwi and last ypflrfhftrtnh 


sistance and around 2,000 support- 
ers will travel to Craven Cottage on 
Sunday. 

"The dub is buzzing,” Waywefl 
said. ‘‘We’ve had Sky Granada, the 
BBC, everybody at the ground. 
Everyone wants to be involved with 
us. lontyl&gje we do ourselves jus- 
tice because at Ihe back tf your mind 
you abtrqjisfear you’re going to get 
a trouncing. FI1 be happy if we pfay 
to our capabilities. 

“Manchester City went, Preston 
went, Burnley, Oldham, and I 


only just missed out on another went, Burnley, Oldham, and I 
rise in status to the GKLVhu^isIl thou^t There’s only Runcorn left”, 
Conference, :i ^/^!^hk^wouW have beena dsasto- fix - 

The saccegs^^p^rtly-sodhed . draw was still done 

bruised opim^wfa^ basi&«oit was a shock 


RMI leavfog 'HnrWidi^ ^to"Tjedime 
Leigh in 1994. The move was seen 
as a betrayal at the time, even 
though thqy were buying out the 
Rugby League dub rather than 
moving in as tenants, and only re- 
cently have crowds risen again to 
around 350. The Cup run seems to 
have broken the last remnants of re- 


wbenwe got Stflham. Apart from 
City, if s the best we could get" 

• No-one knows how much Leigh 
mil make from the tie, but £30,000 
is a fair estimate which, for a dub 
whose record transfer is less than 
a seventh o&that, is a windfall com- 
parable to millions at Old 'Drafford. 

As a consequence they will trav- 


Back puts defender Babb out of Ireland squad 


PHIL BABB is out of tiie Republic of 
Ir eland squad for Wednesday’s Eu- 
ropean Championship qualifier 
against Yugoslavia in Belgrade. 

The Liverpool defender has not 
pfeyed dub football store injuring a 
bone to his back after colliding with 
an upright against Chelsea five 
weeks ago. With 19 players to the 
squad, no replacement has been 
called up. 

There has still been no resolution 
of the dub v country dispute, with 
the Fbotbafl Association of Ireland 


mcigting that its Under-21 squad as- 
semble to Dublin tonight and the full 
senior squad at noon tomorrow. 

Eartiei; Fife had suggested that 
the FAX and the BngSsh FA negoti- 
ate with the dubs with a view to a 
r elaxatio n on the five-day release of 
players, enabling them to line up for 
their dubs tomorrow. The FAI has 
rejected that suggestion. 

About 1,000 Irish fens intend to 
travel to the game which was orig- 
inally scheduled for 10 October, but 
postponed until next Wednesday 


and Yugoslav authorities have con- 
firmed that the Irish fens will not 
have to purchase new visas to enter 
Yugoslavia. 

- Manchester United will dig up 
and re-turf most of the Old Ttaflbrd 
pitch on Sunday after the game 
against Blackburn. Ground staff 
wfll have 14 days to complete the 
work before the next home game 
against Leeds. The pitch was re-laid 
Airing Ihe qmmwr lMitnit up In last 
Sunday’s 0-0 draw with Newcastle 
Crystal Palace were yesterday 


served wife a writ for more than £lm 
for a defaulted loan payment due to 
the dub’s former owner; Ron Noad- 
es. Altonwood Ltd, a company 
owned by Noades, served the writ 
after Palace's chairman, Mark Gold- 
berg, failed to make a £99,000 loan 
repayment due to the company last 

month 

The Oxford United winger; Joey 
Beauchamp, has asked for time to 
think over a £800,000 move to Not- 
tingham Forest 

John Barnwell has insisted the 


League Managers’ Association is not 
Up in arms at the continuing trend 
of dub chairmen becoming man- 
agers-- but the LMA chief executive i 
warned of a confEctaf interest to cer- 
tain situations. i 

Lincoln City’s chafr-man, John > 
Reames, this week joined Noades 
Bftd Ca rlisle’ s Michael Knighto n to 
assuming control of team affairs, but 
Barnwell said: *T don’t think these 
men are realty the managere. They 
aQ employ readies to carry out the 
football side of things." 


SPORT/31 


Rusedski 
continues 
his march 


Peter Smyth, of Leigh RMI, practises outside the dob’s Hilton Park ground before the glamorous trip to London and Sunday’s date with Fulham Rui Vieira 

Full steam ahead at Leigh 


el down on Saturday to the full-time 
manner “We’re doing it right be- 
cause it could mean the difference 
of two goals on Sunday” Waywefl 
said. “When we were at Blackpool 
it was ‘get on foe coach, get changed 
and play’. If we’dprepared better we 
might have got a result The score 
flattered them because it was 0-0 for 
more than hour until tiredness got 
hold of us and we lost 3-0. 

"People are looking at the Ttalham 
game and saying “it's your Cup final, 
it’s a holiday’ but we carft think like 
that Wfe have to be prc&sskmaL Then 
the players will have no excuses.” 

Wfeywell was a great admirer of 
Newcastle United in the Messiah pe- 
riod and is excited he will be meet- 
ing the Fhlham manager. “I can’t 
compare xqyself with Kevin Kiecgan, 
can I? He’s been European foot- 
baller of the yeai; an England in- 
ternational and manager of New- 
castle. I catft say rm pitting my wits 
against him, because we’re so efif- 
ferent People tell me he’s a smash- 
ing bloke and he's invited us out | 
while we’re down there.” 

A date with Keegan and fashion- 1 
able west London. Fbr RMI, read 
VIP this Sunday. I 


GREG JRXJSEDSKTS superb run con- 
tinued yesterday when he powered 
into (be third round of the Stockholm 
Open at the expense of the Ameri- 
can, Vince Spadea. 

The British No 2, still on a high 
from his victory over Pete Sampras 
in the final of the Paris Indoor Open, 
swept aside SpadeaG-l,6-L The win 
keeps alive Rusedski's hopes of 
qualifying for the lucrative end-of- 
season final e ATP Tour World 
Championship in Hanover 

Rusedski, broken by Spadea for 
thefiret time in the tournament, said: 
“I'm just taking one step at a time. 
1 have a difficult opponent to the 
quarter-finals.” 

Meeting a Canadian to the quar- 
ters does not mean Rusedski will be 
extra-motivated- “It won’t be differ- 
ent than any other match,” he said. 
“I played Daniel at Wimbledon in our 
last meeting and I won to straight 
sets. It's just going to be another 
match out there realty. I’ve known 
him since I was young and we both 
played a few times in juniors as well 
j It’s going to be a good match.” 

The Briton, the world's top indoor 
player this year with 3 1 victories, was 
referring to Daniel Nestor, his quar- 
terfinal opponent Nestor, ranked 
onty 115 th in the world, beat the 
French sixth-seed, Cedric Pioline. 
6-3. 3-fi. 6-3, to his second-round 
match yesterday. 

Spadea broke Rusedski at 3-3 to 
the second set when he hit a fore- 
hand volley wide. Spadea had a 
40-15 advantage to the next game, 
but Rusedski brake him hack to lead 
4-3 and then held his serve the rest 
of the w^y to dose out the match to 
just over an horn; after the Ameri- 
can had saved four match points to 
the last game. 

Britain's No 1 player; Tim Hen- 
man, will face the Swede Magnus 
Gusta&son to the quarter-finals. 

Pete Sampras could be blocked 
off the top of the world rankings just 
days before he embarks on the final 
leg of his attempt to rewrite tennis 
hisUxy. Sampras is attempting to fin- 
ish the year at No 1 for an unprece- 
dented sixth successive time. But a 


TENNIS 


By DERRICK WHYTE 
in Stockholm 

first-round defeat to Stockholm on 
Wednesday for the American has 
opened the door fee 1 Chile's Marco- 
2o Rios to wreck his dream. 

If the South American reaches the 
final of the Chevrolet Cup to Santi- 
ago, he will enter the season-ending 
world championships in Hanover on 
24 November as the No l. 

Sampras, who won the Hanover 
title in style last year, will also have 
a lot of paints to defend in Germany 
handing Rios an even belter chance 
of pipping him by the end of the 
week. 

He is still confident he can win in 
Hanover; eclipsing Jimmy Connors's 
1974-78 record of finishing five years 
straight as No 1. “Hopefully I will 
play some good tennis there," he 
said. 

Venus Williams has withdrawn 
from next week's Chase Champion- 
ships because of a knee injury. The 
2 8-year- old American, who had qual- 
ified to mate her a debut at the 
16-strong WTA four finale at Madi- 
son Square Garden, New York, has 
been troubled by' her left knee for 
most of the year. 

Williams’ absence has improved 
Steffi Grafs chances of playing in the 
Chase. The former world No l, who 
returned from wrist surgery to win 
last week’s tournament to Leipzig, 
was ranted No 17 at Lhe start of this 
week’s Advanta Championship in 
Philadelphia. 

Going into yesterday's matches, 
a loss by Japan's Ai Sugiyama to 
Monica Seles or a win by Graf 
against the Russian Elena Likhovt- 
seva to the second round would en- 
able Graf to qualify, along with 
Romania’s Irina Spiriea. 

Graf’s qualification would see 
eight current or former champions 
in the field for the first time - Graf, 
Lindsay Davenport, Martina Hingis, 
Jana Novotna, Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, Seles, Mary Pierce, and 
Conchita Martinez. 


Busy Canterbury will 
take some stopping 


IN Afofl weekend afNatumal League 
and tioird-round cup matches for the 
men and women, two double at- 
tractions will catch the eye on Sun- 
day. 

Current Premier Division leaders, 
(teiterbury men-who should return 
with the points from Hounslow to- 
morrow- entertain Cambridge City 
inthe Cup, while the women are at 
home to Wimbledon to the League 
and them entertain Worcester Nor- 
ton from the C Division of the Mid- 
land League on Sunday. It should be 
an all -conquering weekend for the 
Kent chib. 

Havant's weekend is likely to be 
less productive, particularly on Sun- 
day when the men entertain Read- 
tog and the women take on the 
formidable Slough- Win or lose, Ha- 
vant plan to make it a memorable 
day as they introduce the Berkshire 
clubs to their new Desso water- 
based artificial turf pitch. 

Sure winning the Cup in 1990 and 


HOCKEY 


By Bm. Colwell 

the first of their three National 
League titles the following season, 
Havant have been in the doldrums 
for the past couple of years. Cur- 
rently third to Division One under 
Peter Freer, their new Australian 
coach, the fightback is on. 

Havant’s women have long lived 
in the shadow of their men’s team, 
but now, under coach John Wright 
- at the men's helm when the club 

won every domestic trophy before he 
departed to coach the national sides 
of Zimbabwe and Greece - are be- 
ginning to make their mark. 

Sandy Broad, the women's cap- 
tain, commented: “To draw Slough 
in the Cup is a fantastic opportuni- 
ty for all the girls at Havant I know 
they will give the game their all and 
enjoy the occasion and, who knows, 
anything can happen to the rep.” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


ar^Sya. 






Cuba race 
to world 
whitewash 


VOLLEYBALL 


OJBACONFIRMEDtheirstatiis 
as the undisputed top women’s 
team by retaining the World 
C hamp ionship with a 3-0 win 
over China to the final in Osaka 
yesterday. 

flt Cuba’s 15-4,16-14, 15-13 vn> 
. tory allowed them to complete 
a gold medal double, their two 
World championships combin- 
ing with back-to-back Olympic 
tides in 1992 and 1996. 

Except for Cuba’s new skin- 
tight strip, little had changed in 
the two years since the coun- 
tries met to the Otympic final m 

Aflmta, where the Cubans ; pre- 
vailed by the same scorelme. 

China, who landed back-to- 
hadr World titles to 1982 and 
1986, meekly surrendered the 
opening set but offered more re- 
sistance to the second ami 
third, though without signifi- 
cantly tilting the balance. 

Tbe Cubans also took most 
of the individual awards, in- 
cluding World’s best player; 
t which went to Rfigfe Torres 
Herrera, 


ATHLETICS 

Charges of sexual misconduct and 
attempted rape against the Nor- 
wegian crack coach. Kjell Arve Hus- 
by, were dropped yesterday due to 
alack of evidence. Husby, 45. had 
been accused of sexually harassing 
two of his female athletes, one or 
whom claimed he also cried to 

rape her. Prior to the charges he web 
bet known as the man who coached 


Atlanta in — - 

coach immediately after the allega- 
tions first surfaced. *lhayenoown- 
ment to make,' she said yesterday. 

BASKETBALL 

The Power forward and ll-dmes All- 

Star team member, Karl Malone, has 
announced his mutton wj « 
after 13 years with Utah Jazz. Mal- 
one, wte has helped Utah wo«oN^ 

final appearances In thelaa two years, 
expressed a wish to play for the los 
Aretes Lakers In an announcement 
onltfsSalt take City radio stow. 

Mars aJWWJEJ> Sf5 

jajGrt 65 VlU«irt>anne (Fr) K. 
rnmwEiSER LEAGUE* Manchester Q- 
ants 95 London Towers B3. 


BOXING 

Kevin Lueshing has been cleared to 
right Nicky Thurtxn In Cheshunt to- 
morrow evening. The Beckenham 
fighter thought his licence had been 
suspended after irregularities 
showed -up on a brain scan. How- 
ever John Morris, the General Sec- 
retary oT the British Besting Board 
of Control, said: “Kevin lumped the 
gun. He is free to be*, but the Board 
may insist on further tests alter each 
contest to ensure there is not a prob- 
lem.' LuesWngfe fighting Thurbln for 
the WBQ inter-continental mid- 
dJewdght title.; 

FOOTBALL 

Stockport have signed the 28-year- 
old midfielder Rod Matthews from 
Bury for £120,000. Matthews, 
who scored Bury’s equaliser 
gaai nst County last month, has 
signed a cwo-and-a-half year deal. 
The England Under-21 manager 
Peter Taylor has agreed w take 
charge of the Nationwide League 
representative squad for A match 
against an Italian Ser/e B side on 
25 November in Temr. 

Dtnoi SOUHD (MMdly v Omm, U- 

Mt At rdtem, is MHHXfk Vb «ter 
Sw (Max). Moans (Alkmaar). V <k Bw 
(Aja). tttatwn (Vitesse AnVtan), 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.45 unless sMWd 
a CUP FWST ROUND 
(Sponsored byAW ' 
Manchester aty vHaBft* — 

l^OUtsOl*wru^C«vmbran« Rha y* i - 

saKgasssBr 1 "; 

SssssssftaK* 

Spencer 


RUGBY UNION 

ALLED DUNBAR PRBMraiSHB> ONE: 
Sale v West Hartlepool (7.30). 

HTBLSH HOTOMAL UMQMS Rnt Df- 
vtston: Abenflletyv Merthyr (7.0) 
ANGUMMOjSH FWBRDUfc Bath v 
Swansea (7 JO). 

CRICKET 

TOUR MATCH (Cams, tint day of 
roorfs Queensland v England. 

~ BASKETBALL 
BUomsae umsub Newcastle Eagle* 

v Manchester Gams (730). 


(Barcelona), Scan (Manchester 

.. HWoadennrFevenootdl.COca 

(Baccckna). puwewm). Suednif (Beal 

MxJricJ). Mnw (InttynaHcnale). Bonfcanp 
Unenat), KtainK (Barcelona). Mote (TC 
Umdu), lteo Waolrooy (PSV ElndMien). 
Oondoa (AraenaQ.lklM pfeeremeen), lka 


YUGOSLAVIA SQUAD (Em 2000 qnal- 
mcr • Republic of tethML Beterad*. 18 
M u—i bort: Kr»% (Porto). Pwipmt (Pnr- 
ttaan), Ok (Qtarlftxi); Dprvric (Ceica); Hr 

■HMHHHMR|1i i lip 


Jaxwlc (tttedco 
(Lazte). J St o nhoo l c 
/Ptano): ar owS c 



OteHoK Afterton GjSferfcs I CKheme 1. 
FtoodUc H-opbf Bnt mod first teg: leek 
CSOB > Wanwmii l. Wrat wid ia tn Ml leg 
l&Risbeaom 0 darner 3 (ogg: 0-4). 
MWflrrr INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE CUP Seeoad mad: Seaham Red 
Star 0 Cornea 2. 

SCREMnX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier W- 
*Mon: TNerten 6 Oti pp en h ani 1. 


sow 0 Chelsea 5: Bcrron 1 Sunderland 1 (oec 
Sbwfcrtmd mm 54 on pens); Lefcaeer 2 
Leeds 1: Manlftd 2 Nottkigfiam Forest t; 
Newcastle 1 Btoettum \ (get; Bocttuni war 
4-2 arpensj. IWi»mI Dthe VWiTOfc- 
d«n v CMSeK Hwenlwn « MandwterUnk- 
ed; Sunderland * Luton; Letaaer v Blackburn 
(Her n fie ptoyed 7 or 2 Oscomterl. 
NATKMMRW LEAGUE Second DWoIok 
R eadngOWl9Ht 1. 

B» CUP fiooRh anaflhte rmtd mtupi 
Hayes l HawantT (act /fives bbiWw 
pens endow atuov M Maiu neUlbun la llrst 
round); Rushden 4 Leotnatiead 0 (OoMen 
Olhomt to Shrevsbury) 

PONTIHS IRAGKB Hist DMsSnot: Bolton 

1 Bamsky l.hvWDUte: Beadfomaiy 
J Sheffield Utd 1 ; Notts County 2 Lincoln Cfty 
0; Scoduon 2 York 0 for /Mdej. LeotM 
Qraop Oak Stahorsugn 0 OarUngtonT. 
Oma(i1teoc ftothertvnn I HaEtaO-Ornrp 
Tbrar Trnranere 2 West BremwWi 1. 
OroH Venn QiesterfleMO Hud denlleld 3. 
AMOR INSURANCE CtMBBummRM 
DMsIok MUhoalL 1 Wimbledon 2: 
Portsmouth 1 FuBwn 2; Tottenham 2 Nor- 
iMi ); Mbrfonf 0 LutM 0. 

THE 1WBIL YOUTH CUV HnW Wo nit 
t ep to ys. HuHbrtoe Sports D Bishop's Stnn- 
tom 1: Cvtdc 1 PsirSigion ft Seomri mavt 
Wnddqutd 2 Reading i 
OR HABTEHS LEMHIE CtH* Hm roaad 

Ibst lag: Boston Urd $ KZru's Limn ft New- 
port (Gwe nt ) 4 Onderfora 2; Radns Ch* 
Warwdch 3 Surrorf Ranaere 1 ; St Leonards 

2 Hsher Athletic 2: VSF&gby i Bddwdi 
Ufrrtfad 1 "SaTbridgel; Behreden? 
0 Crawley ibw 1 . 

UNMOmtEMIKnKtfDMlDKttxtfe- 
(BROOwMai 1. USM* QmsMMndmon* 
GaaBborough 3 UrcoETutd 1 . 
RnMMLIASUETUnlDMUaBtSouthan 
• 1 RadtumH Neatn 4. 


erhusen l; VfB Siutmut 1 Woffsbum 2. 
LnHto. pasMo— - l^ayem MuNdi (PH 
RsZarillBwtf lACffcusen (12-23); 3 i860 

DUTCH UMUE: Hwnle Ertsdwde 1 Heeren- 
ween2; MAC Breda 1 NEC Mwtegen 2; Cam- 
tour Leewnnlen 0 A£ Ajtmaar a MW 
Maastricht 1 Fnenoorc! 3: VWBem U TUbwv 
3 RKC Waalwfc 0: Fortuna Staard 0 Gmw- 
scfiapD«dnBwn AAfat2 MaJC Kedrade 
1. Lendtac posMoaN 1 1 kue iW LO (Pii. 
fts2^;2I^Wll3-27);3Fepaioort(Tr-26). 
AUSTRIAN LEAGUE; AiSMa Wow 0 Grar 
fiH 0; Bed OSVSaHMBOiSunn Grata Rapid 
Vkma l; Und Imbnick 1 USK Lhz 4. 
nmlAM CUP Third nmd senod ter 
Venecia 2 Juvemus 2 (see ogjr M. 
tus win on OMay ooad; Bdcma 2 Sempdo- 
rta l lam: 2 . 1 ): vhwaa O LUnese 1 fe- f J; 
Parma OBan 0 (2-1): MBan 1 UUq i 0-4): 
Castd d Sangrt) 1 tetem*ci<inale 1 (I-?). 
SRMRSH CUP n*d roond waad ter 
Bentorm I Season a (two. l-Of: Wamsafl 
toa enDjtw 4-dfc ReafZwagsza 2 Sport- 
ing (Sort 2 ftmm 3-3. Sparing *** aaamof 
maSfTA late??Las nS SIW: 

Mw Htaaaamaygoats): Itedng San»dw 
I Numancta 1 ***** 0 Battetaz 

ra 0 Levante 0 (ago- O-O. tfvarte itea 4-1 on 
penoMes); VaUtofid 3 NWaga 2 (agg: 5-3). 
GULF CUP (MnwiM, Unh)> S««S 
Arabia OOotarO. 


OMbhrc Canterbury 0 SectesAani 2: Cray 
Wmferers 5 Urtrk^e Wets 4. 

JEHSOH WESSEX LEASUb East Cowes 
Wer O LvnVncTtxr O Near Mltan S; Gisririgft 
1 D emett o n Heath Harlequins O; DowmonO 
Bsimemoudi 5. 

UNUET SUSSEX CtMJMTT LEMSUE first 
DMMeae Eastbourne Town 4 RedNTI 0. 
OtLBBRT LEAGUE CUP QnitBAH; 
Cssnarfan 2 TNS Uansautrrraid 1 ; Cwa*ra»» 
0 Mer Cabte-W OrnHT 0. 

HARP LABBt NAUOMAL LEAGUE OP 
IRELAND cup Sant-dnal: Shamrock 
(town 1 Galway UU O. 

HUWCH LCAGUeSodMU* 2 B»5rb I ; Mona- 
co 3 Aiwene 2: Pari* SfrGermaln 2 Metz 2; 
Taufoiae OSbasboure i; lyons 2 Montpetier 
OiLArieKOBcrteswiSlens3ltemei1.lAad- 
tegpniRlnsw I MaraaBesjPr3.fts33):2Bor- 
dMu* (13-31 J: 3 tern (13-26), 


GOLF 

wonars Australian oral (im- 
bourae) tenrffng Rrshwatf sowes 
(Ass or MZ mlM stand): 72 M 
McGuire. S-A Llm (Malay); 73 L Neumann 
(Swe). C CMbnah; 74 J Y Lee (S KorJ, S 
Grimshaw, R Kirkwood. A-M Krrighc. I 
Stephe ns on C Kerr (US). 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: Detroit 6 St Louis 2: Florida 4 NY 
Rawert JlNrwlersey 3 Montreal ftTaw 
to 3 Edmonton 2: Anahebn 5 Carolina 4 
(or); Dallas 0 Phoenix 2. 

RUGBY UNION 

HART GflLMOME NORTH HRDLANDS 
CHAIOPiaNSMR fitaoMn): Shrop- 
shire 21 Worn A He ref or d SO. 

NEW ZEALAND MAORIS (■ Scotiaad, 
R in a rayltehl . Sa tiad ai) : A Cashmtxe; S 
Rethana, C Ralph, D Gibson, NSerryman: 
T Brown. R Duggan; L Udgard. S Mcftr- 
land K Mceuws; N Maxwell. J Coe; T 
RmeO. D Muir (eapt). G Marsh. 
ARGENTINA (v Harm, Nmms, Sat* 
■ntay): M C onc eponri: D AHwnese; E Si- 
mon e: J Orengo; I Corleto; L Artnane A 
Plchoe P Cameri Indoc M Rule M Durand; 
A Allub: P Sporleder (capt): O Hasan; F 
Mendec RGrau. 

SAILING 

Britain's Ellen MacArthur. in the 50- 
fooc KhtgRshe-, reported another 
“crazy day" as she continued to lead 

her dass m the Route du Rhum race 
from St Male to Guadeloupe and 
moved up to eighth overall in the 
monohuls. 

SNOOKER 

SUNDER IB5P CHAMPIONSHIP 
(toaplwL CS) Rnt nwd: SJogig 
l&iflltA Seng Ng (Matey) 5-S: S 
Muhammed ptekTtx o Hal Un (Ch) 5- 
4; D Haonga (NZ) bt M Yousuf (Pak) 5- 


4; D Haenga (NZ) bt M Yousuf (rak) 5- 
31 L Steunomfe (Bw) bt F Ellis <SA) 5-2; 
T S Chang (Malays) bt A Bore (Malay) 
5-0; S Bodd (AUS) bt G Hua (ChJ 5-4; P 
Phonbun (Thai) bt S Misftjd (Aus) 5-1: 
K Day (Wal) bt A CW MW (HK) S-O: A 
leranon (Thai) bt T Bailey (Eng) 5-4; H 
51 Mu (Oi) be M Henna (J^f 5-2; M 
Dmd* (fief) bt C Kwok m6k (tm> 5-1: 
5 Lemmon (Bel) bt K E (Sing) 5-4; B 
Haneveer (BeQ bt J Mumnesson (Kej 5- 
4; J Grech (Malta) bt Z JM Hul (0>) 5-1; 
R Fabrie (Neth) bt LJlan Bing (Oi) 5-3. 


SQUASH 

WOMEN’S WORLD TEAM CHAMP- 
(OMSWP5 (Stuttgart. Car) Third 
qua II rytnj^rxMuK] ; Pool A; Australia 3 


Pool B.- Erwland 2 South Africa J (Z 
Chatman bt A CS/Ton-Ports 9-2 9-0 9- 
I; 5 WHghf W N Grainger B- 10 9-2 6- 
9 9-5 9 S Homer lost to C NHdt 4-9 
1-9 9-5 9-5 5-9); Netherlands 2 Spain 
1 . Pool C: Canada 3 Austria O: France 
3 Sweden O. Pool D: Egypt 3 Belgium 
0; Ireland 2 Hong KongT (e Laptnome 
bt 6 Ng 9-2 9-7 9-4.-T Afytotre tost lo 
H aihi 9-4 9-7 4-9 7-9 1-9; O French 
6r C Mail 9-6 6-9 9-1 9-7). Pool & 
Switzerland 2 Denmark 1; Scotland 3 
Colombia 0 (5 Uveedfe bt V lopes 9-1 
9-1 9-0: P Ntmrno bt f Botem 9-i 9-0 
9-0: W Maitland M M Duqve 9-0 9-2 
9-0): Switzerland 3 Nigeria 0; Denmark 
2 Scotland 1 (M Feddem hst to H Mac- 
fie 4-9 3-9 1-9: E Homborg-Perenen bt 
P Nimmo 9-2 9-2 9-2: J Donricnsctt bt 
WMoiUand 9-6 9-5 6-9 9-7). Ooartar- 
Bnal Rp a ty; Austrato u Egypt; Germany 
v South Africa: New Zealand v Nether- 
lands; France v England. 

PAKISTAN OPEN (Karachi) Men's fi- 
nal: A Khan (Pak) bt G Ryrhng (Can) 15- 
B 11-15 15-9 13-15 15-S. 

TENNIS 

STOCKHOLM MEHTS OPEN Stegtes, 
second round: M Gusuftson (Swe) bt 


D Nestor (Coni bt C Ptoftne (Fr) 6-3 3- 
6 6-3; G Rusedski )GB) bt V Spadea (US) 
6-1 6-4. 

mnaLlN CUP (Moscow) Men’s sin- 
gle*, Mureer-flnal: A dement (Fri W 
5 Lareau (Can) 6-i 7-5; G Ivanisevic 
(Croa) bt L BurgsmuHer (Get) 6-2 6-1. 
CHEVROLET MEN'S Cl/P (Santiago. 
Chile) Singles, second round: N 
Lapentd (Ecu) bt G Kuerten (Bra) 7-6 

6- 3; F Claret (Sp) hr 1 Mama {Sp} 6-1 

7- 6; M Puerta (Arp) bt L Arnold iArg) 
6-3 7-5; Y El Anvaoul (Mor) bt A 
Berasattgbl (Sp) 74 6-1. 

WOMEN'S ADVAHXA CHAMPION- 
SHIP (Ptdtedelnhla) Singles, second 
round: M Hhtgte (Swft) bt B Rtopoer 
(US) 6^i 6-1: N Zvereva (BeteTbt J 
Novotna (Ce Rep) 6-4 6-4; A Coe tier 
)SA) bt ASanewsr Vicario /sp) 6-* 6-J: 
N Iniziat (Ft) bt A Huber (Ger) 6-3 
6-2. 

UA WOMEN'S CHALLENGER (HttK) 
Stocks, nncn n d maid; B SdnurR 


, «J bt H Caffln (Sunevj 60 6-2; / Fultoi 
(Sussex) bt M Zavagll (It) 6-4 6-3: 1 
Setyutina (Kaz) bt jAbe (Ger) 6-4 7-6. 
P Mandub (Hun) br L Larimer (Wiriis) 
7-6 6-3: K Cross (Devon), M Bunc (Ger) 
6-0 6-2; F Sflwsl (Ger) bt 5 Nacuk (Vbg) 
6-3 0-6 6-4; J Woehr (On) bt J Ward 
(Middx) 6-3 1 -6 7-6; F Lubunl (it) bt L 
Jells (Own) 7-5 6-3 

VOLLEYBALL 
WOMOPS WORLD CHAMPIONSMPS 
(OsMia, Jaym^ Geld^OimR Cuba 3 Chi- 
na 0(15-4 16-14 15-12) Brnuze: ftu> 
sla 3 Brazil 1 (13-15 15-6 15-lt 15-13). 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Lahti, 
Plnl Ham: 62kg: 1 L Satums (Gr) 
147.5kg snatch (world record). 1 72.5kg 
clean and lerk. 320.0kg total lift. 2 N 
Bechalw (Croa) 145.0. 172.5. 317.5; 3 
S Minchev (Bui) 140.0. 170.0. 310.0. 69 
kg; 1 P JeHartov (Bui) 160.0kg snatch 
IworW mxwfl. 190.0kg dean and jerk. 
350.0kg total lltr. 2 G Tsellhs (Gr| 
155.0. 185.0. 340.0: 3 W fiarthul (China) 
157.5. 182.5. 340.0. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

258 

The number of miles 
per hour for the 
British land speed 
record , held since 
1981 by Richard 
Noble. A British 
team will attempt to 
break the record next 
Tuesday at Elvington 
Airfield in Yorkshire. 


V 








Football: Premiership strains force Danish goalkeeper to quit after seven glorious years at Old Trafiord 

Pressure tells on Sehmeichel 


PETER SCHMEICHEL an- 
nounced yesterday he will re- 
tire as Manchester United’s 
goalkeeper at the end of the 
season, leading to speculation 
that United will look to Aston 
Villa's Mark Bosnich to fill the 
great Dane's boots. 

While Sehmeichel, 35 next 
week, was saying he can no 
longer cope with the demands 
of the English game and he in- 
tends to continue his career 
abroad, Bosnich appeared to be 
the favourite to succeed the 
D anish international between 
the posts at Old 'frafibrd. 

Raimond van der Gouw, the 
current deputy for the Nol 
shir t, is himself eight months 
older than Sehmeichel and is 
not a long-term prospect, and 
United’s other beeper is 20- 
year-old Nicky fi nikin, who has 
yet to play a League match for 
the senior side. United have re- 
portedly been tracking Aus- 
tralia’s Bosnich - who becomes 
a free agent in the summer 

R nsrnan mting —anri 

wQl be keen to have a succes- 
sor to Sehmeichel in place wen 
ahead of his departure. 

Bosnich, who by refiising to 
sig n an extension to his con- 
tract has given no indication he 
intends to stay at Villa Park, 
could well be attracted by a 
move back to Old TraflbrtL 
When he left the Australian 
side, Croatia Sydney in 1989, 
United was his first chib in Eng- 
land. He played only three first 
team games before leaving for 
Villa in 199 L, the year Schmei- 
chel arrived, and made the 
goalkeeper’s shirt his own. 

Alex Ferguson, United's 
manager; said last night he in- 
tended to move quickly to re- 
place SchmocheL “We're going 
to have to move pretty soon but 
we’re looking at certain situa- 
tions," he said. Should any 
move for Bosnich fail Ipswich’s 
highly-rated England Under-21 
international, Richard Wight 
would be a leading candidate. 

Sehmeichel, who will be 35 
next Wednesday andhas helped 
United to 12 major honours 
since joining from Brondby in 
August 1991 for £550,000, said 
yesterday: *Tm enjoying the 
game as much as ever but it's 
getting harder to keep pace. 

“I need to train more than I 
have ever had to and in order 
to prepare myself property, I 


by Nick Harris 

need more time between 
gam***; than i can get in Eng- 
land. I certainly need more 
than 12 days’ summer holiday. 

“Unfortunately, the demands 
of the gamp here mean that I 
cannot get the time I need, which 
is something 1 truly regret” 

S ehm eichel has been trou- 
bled by a back injury this sea- 
son, a problem which kept him 
out of two Premiership match- 
es last month and led to doubts 
about bis future at Old 'frafford. 
He has also been guilty of some 
costly recent errors, notably his 
mirfakp m thp. last minute rrf his 

side's Champions’ League 
game against Bayern Munich 
in September which allowed the 
Germans to equalise and cost 
United two points. 

S ehmeich el paid he still in- 
tended to play international 
football. “If I have thm» to pre- 
pare myself between games 
then I can put more years on 
my career;” he said. “That will 
be good because 1 can’t imag- 
ine myself not playing for my 
country.” Despite speculation 
he will move to either Mar- 
seilles or Monaco in France in 
time for the start of next sea- 
son, the player insisted he has 
yet to deride on his future. 

“It is important that I am 
now allowed to concentrate to- 
tally on playing for United,” he 
said. “I have had a fantastic ca- 
reer with United and I owe it to 
the chib, players and fans to do 
everything I can to finish o n a 
successful note.” 

Ferguson said: “Peter 
Sehmeichel has been a major 
player in the success achieved 
by Manchester United over 
the past eight years. He has 
been a model professional who 
has inspired and influenced 
everyone with Manchester 
United. It is his professional at : 

h 355 Wj him to make 
this derision and, whilst I know 
it has been a difficult for Peter 
to make, I respect and luHy sup- 
port him." 

Schmeichel’s exit from Old 
Halford will farther weaken tee 
link with the United sides of the 
early 90s and win leave Penis 
Irwin and the 24-year-old Ryan 
Giggs as the team’s most ex- 
perienced players. 

The Dane’s greatness, 
page 30 
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Peter Sehmeichel, with Alex Ferguson (right) and Martin Edwards yesterday, announces he will be leaving Manchester United at the end of the season Reuters 

T shout, I have a big mouth. But I get it back, too’ 


I was a part-timer until I was 
24. 1 had parttime jobs, did 
an apprenticeship as a 
carpet fitter sold advertising 
for a local newspaper and 
worked as a cleaner. I know 
what real work is all about 
That makes me appreciate 
football all the more. 

If we played the 1968 Man- 
chester United team, we 


would beat them 1(H). Iam 
part of the greatest United 
side of all tima TO* probably 
play at twice the speed they 
did in 1968. 

Three days later 
I have been embarrassed in 
front of people I respect, like 
Bobby Chariton and Brian 
Kidd. It’s been a rotten few 
days forme. 


People see me as a big loud 
cha ra c te r and it suits me that 
way because in my private 
UfaXam completely differ 
eb&vthere is nothing of in- 
terest in my private world. 

I pfay a bit on the piano be- 
fore every game - anything 
from BQly Joel to classical 


When I shout at defenders 
it’s just frustration coming 
out They know and I know 
it's not a personal thing. I 
shout, 1 have a big mouth. 
But I get it back, too. 

I want to stop while there is 
still petrol in the tank. I 
don’t want to be kicked out 


When I stop playing I have 
tins dream of actually seeing 
aO the places I have visited 
as a sportsman. 

You never get tired of 
winning the Premiership, of 
going to the FA Cup final of 
going for the European Cup. 
I have never once thought 
that my career would have 
been better if I had moved. 


I have been amazed by the . 
hatred shown by some of 
' the opposing fans towards 
Manchester United.!.-" 
have gone home froth 
games sometimes and won- 
dered why I bothered. We 
have been HchejLwhen 
trying to get-oo the coach 
and I-hdve lost count of 
how many times I have - 
been spat at 
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ACROSS 

7 Girl left off the 
record (4) 

8 Book an appointment 
with union 
official? (4, 3, 3) 

10 13 is blue and is 
upset (8) 

u 13 reties on variation (6) 

12 13’s name given to 
another 13 (6) 

13 Writer taking care of 
opening of murder 


mystery? (8) 

15 Working decent scanner 
shows superlative 
quality (13) 

18 13 agitated butchers (8) 
20 Put down protest with 
last elements of riot 
police (6) 

22 Assistance given to the 
Spanish 13 (6) 


Thursdays solution 
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24 13’s station (8) 

25 13 beginning to panic on 
crumbling ice-bill (10) 

26 Notice a male 13 (4) 

DOWN 

1 Treating infection in- 
volves escapade around 
start of month (10) 

2 13 about to be put 
into pot (6J 

3 Old people, hill-dwellers 
(found around North 
Carolina, that is) (8) 

4 Burn runs into a differ- 
ent form of water (6) 

5 Most of the players dal- 
ly? It’ll create a stir 

in the cup! (8) 

6 13 bars? (4) 

9 A number of concerts - 
five disseminated with 
simulcast (5,8) 



14 Vote in two US states ca- 
pable of providing a 
shock? (10) 

16 Channel with current 
content superior to an- 
other's? (8) 

17 Performed, I see, as a 

teacher? (8) 

19 Temptation for the 
faster? Church’s set up 
retreat (6) 

21 Second gold ring handed 
over for money (6) 

23 Excited with a success? 
Good (4) 
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Boks pick Smith 
to pound Welsh 


THOSE COLD-EYED realists 
who suspect that the reigning 
World champions from South 
Africa could play like total 
drains at Wembley tomorrow 
and still beat Wales by 50 points 
are equally of the opinion that 
Nick Mallett, the Springbok 
coach, could ask Donald Duck 
to fill the one vacancy in his line- 
up without compromising a 
single moment of precious pre- 
Tcst shut-eye. As it is, Mallett 
has picked Franco Smith in- 
stead which is bad news for 
Disney fens and no great fun for 
the Welsh either. 

Smith, a 26-year-old high 
veld centre who soaked up 
valuable experience with the 
Griqualand West and Free 
State provincial sides before 
joining the Blue Bulls ofNorth- 
em Transvaal at the start of the 
southern hemisphere season, 
scored a debul try against Scot- 
land at Muirayfieki last year be- 
fore sharing in the 96-point 
annihilation of Wales in Preto- 
ria in June. Hie may not hit quite 
as hard as Pieter Mullet the 
man be replaces in the Bokfce 
midfield, but he is no one’s 
idea of a pushover 

Muller’s shoulder injury was 
the only physical price paid by 
the Boks for their dean sweep 
in the 1998 TH-Nations and 
Mallett was more than happy 
yesterday to keep the remain- 
der of ins first-choice side to- 
gether for their one-off 
Wembley experience. Bis de- 
cision meant that Bobby Skm- 
stad, foe most explosive young 
gun to hit South African rugby 


RUGEY UNION 


By Chris hewett 

in a generation, would once 
again start a major interna- 
tional occasion on the bench. 

The theory that Mallett 
might involve Skinstad from the 
outset by pushing Andre Ven- 
ter into the second row and 
dropping Mark Andrews, his 
most experienced forward, re- 
mains on the back -burner: An- 
drews, hardly at his best this 
season but a formidable propo- 
sition nonetheless, will win a 
record 50th cap at Vfembiey and 
clearly plans to extend that 
priceless collection to 53 by 
the end of the Grand Slam toun 
“I fed so proud every time I 
pull on the Springjiiokshirt that 
I never want anyone to take it 
away from me,” he said yes- 
terday. “I want my name to 
become synonymous with the 
No 5 jersey but Fm quite aware 
that unless I produce the trig 
performances, someone will 
relieve me of it’* Along with the 
great Whllahy, John Eales, a 
fully motivated Andrews is 
probabty the most potent lock 
forward in world rugby Thanks 
to a sharp volley of criticism 
back home, he suddenly seems 
more motivated than at any 
stage in his careen 
Mallett and his countrymen 
won a smaE but satisfying vic- 
tory yesterday when Jason 
White, the Glasgow Caledo- 
nians flanker; received a 16- 
week ban for stamping on the 
head of Braam van Straaten 


during Tuesday night’s tour 
opener at ETrfailL The Scotland 
Under-2l captain so enraged 
the Springbok coach, not to 
mention Van Straaten, with his 
illegal footwork that the visitors 
cited him within minutes of 
the final whistle. White will not 
pfay again until 2 March. 


London yesterday without their 
No 8, Scott QrrinneU, who broke 
ranks to join his wife Nicola in 
her hour of maternal need. 
Steele Qmnoell arrived to tip the 
scales at 8fi>8oz during the af- 
ternoon - a happy event made 
all the merrier by his exquiste 
timing, which forced a post- 
ponement of Quinneffs appeal 
into a 14-day suspension and, by 


appearance m tomorrow’s Tbst 
QumneH was singled out by 
Andrews as a serious threat to 
the Springboks’ 14-Test un- 
beaten run. “Unless we subdue 
him early he'll make us pay the 
price,” predicted the line-out 
specialist from NstaL “Scott has 
the ability to put his team- 
mates on tiie front foot and if he 
does that tomorrow well be the 
ones defending for our lives.” 

Dean ftyan, who led New- 
castle to the Premiership title 
last season, has surgery on 
Monday on a disc in his neck 
and wffl miss three months of 
rugby 

$0MS Africa: Montgomery ’fettanehe. 
Snyman. Srattft, Roanuw: Honfarf. van dcr 
Westfuiizen; Tfefchmann (cap?). Uenttc Eras- 
mus. Andrew. Otto. Garvey. OattOft. 
Kempson. B n ilac wunn Ou TMt, V&n 
Smuea s«mepoeL SMnsad, Borne. 

Roux. Drotshe. 
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N ow it's easier than ever for you to 

help people in the world's poorest - i 
\ nations. Thanks to the World People Card 
% which works alongside the government's \ 
J : new Millennium Gift Aid initiative. . 

‘j Vou pay £100 (by instalments if you like) 

% lnt0 a World People Account. The Tax : '*■ . 

Man then adds more, so you have the \ 
J' original amount plus 23% extra to give f ‘ 
away. You can use the World People i . J 

\ c ® rd , for poking donations to charities 
£ working in the world's poorest countries. * ’ 

You can also give via the internet. "/f'n 

\ If you want to make a real difference 

v to the lives of people who need it most 

/ Please, contact World People today. 

S Visit our website, use the coupon below i 
V or call 0800 980 2000 now. *• \ 

Visit the World People website: . - ?f ' - 
www.worldpeople.org , € 

I Com Pl ete and send this coupon to: FRE£POSTWortd 

j Mr/Mrs/M*,.... First Name • I 

■ Surname - ' I 


Address. 




Postcode., 


. WCfctil World People h organised by a registered charity I. • ■ 
I TXflP! f 0 » CharWes ** ^ourdnon, Charity No 26S369,. • 
^ Patron the Duke of Edinburgh KG KT. : 

Millenniumlsiff A 7 d _ M^de"Easy 
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no more.jt 
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The Sun savs: 'Hands off our sa vs’. 

Then it savs: 'Is there a gav mafia?’ QIJTE 
Is David Yelland the most volatile 


tabloid editor in Britain? 
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Perfect with sesame 
scallops on angel 



by Donald Macintyre 


T he famous slogan is still 
there on the door to the 
newsroom; “Walk taiL You 
are now entering Sun coun- 
try." And here on a leather 
and chrome chair in a rel- 
atively modest side office, 
gj^K the man in charge. In this month's list 
of the 300 most powerful men in Britain he 
only ranks 73rd - “only" because many 
would put David Yelland, for five months 
editor of the country’s biggest selling 
newspaper, a lot higher than that And he 
works, of course, for the list’s No2 - Ru- 
pert Murdoch. 

Fbr a man that powerful, let it be said, 
Yelland is youthfUt friendly quiet thought- 
ful-seeming, about as Ear removed from the 
bawling kind of tabloid editor as you could 
imagine. But if sheen another big week in 
the roller-coaster life of the paper since be 
took oven A fortnight ago. The Sun ap- 
peared to break new liberal ground with 
a sympathetic editorial after the “outing” 
of Peter Mandelson by Matthew Parris on 
BBC Television. 

Then this week on Monday, in the wake 
of what many people in the Labour Party 
and beyond regard as the indefensible in- 
trusion into the private life of the Agricul- 
ture Minister Nick Brown, the Sun 
produced a front-page editorial question- 
ing - without a shred of evidence - 
whether there was a “gay mafia" running 
Britain- together with some merciless and 
- though Yelland does not accept the 
charge - homophobic mockery of Mr 
Brown as he tried to go about his business 
as a minister 

Lefs start, howeverv with, the story of the 
day. In the midst of all this, Matthew Par- 
ris is sacked from his column in The Sun. 
and the paper’s editorial announces that 
it will not out gays - unless “we believe it 
can be defended on the grounds of over- 
whelming public interest". 


So what’s going on? TOO, says Yelland, 
the decision to part with Parris was taken 
during a think tank in Dublin on the papers’ 
development “I have a great deal of respect 
for Matthew especially what he does for 
The Times I don't think he does his best 
stuff for The Sun. Yes, the Newsnight 
episode was a factor as he had told Par- 
ris. But “He’s taken that to mean that Peter 
Mandelson put pressure on us.” Mandel- 
son (fid not even know about it let alone 
press for Parris’s departure. 

But how on earth does that high-mind- 
ed approach square with the coverage of 
Nick Brown, outed by its sister paper the 
News of the World? 

“I think you’re confusing lots of issues 
here. There’s a difference between outing 
people, which requires invading people's 
privacy and telling the entire world that 
somebody is homosexual when they don’t 
want it to be known, which well no longer 
do. And there’s a difference between that 
and ... and ... getting the debate going. 
That’s what we do. That’s what I see my 
job as doing, sometimes in a veiy contro- 
versial way ... My job is basically to cause 
the maximum controversy without actuaPy 
ruining peoples' lives.” 

Though he won’t discuss it , Yelland’s 
view appears to be that neither he nor The 
Sun who carried the original revelation 
about Nick Brown -and according to souk 
Sun sources would not have done. And that 
they had tapes from the young man who 
had had a relation ship with Mr Brown and 
easily could have ran a story - indeed cer- 
tainty would have done five years ago. 

Yelland rejects any suggestion that Ms 
paper’s policy towards gay sexuality has 
lurched from one extreme to another 
“Tm not saying that all our readers ab- 
solutely love homosexuals ...” but pre- 
sumably quite alotof Sun readers actually 
are gay? “Of course, WeVe got 10 million 
readers. The days when people discrimi- 


nate openty or even privately iagainstgays) 
are passing. Whether its passed yet is a 
question mark. The Sun has to be ahead 
of the curve partly because that’s our job, 
its the way we've always been seen, but 
partly because we can affect the debate." 

But hang on. Are suggestions of a “gay 
mafia” “ahead of the curve?” I put it to Yel- 
land that with some experience of cover- 
ing British politics I have never noticed the 
slightest evidence that gay politicians es- 
pecially dub together - much less plot with 
each other any more than anyone else. 
“We’re not just talking about the Cabinet 
We’re talking about the higher echelons of 
society." The elite, be argues know that 
there are gay people in powerful positions. 
“But oar reactors don’t; even independent 
readers don’t Our argument is that we 
should get rid of all this prejudice and peo- 
ple shouldfeel free tobe gay and the whole 
thing would go away.” 

“The feet is people do get hired and pro- 
moted in the higher echekms of British so- 
ciety because of their friends, because 
they’re part of this small world, and the gay 
world is a part of that" Ho hum. this is less 
than convincing. But YfeUand will not ex- 
pand on this. “I can’t defend my position 
on the gay mafia without outing people." 

Although Yelland doesn’t believe in out- 
ing people he does believe that prominent 
homosexuals are sensible to out them- 
selves - including newspaper editors. 
“The first thing is if I was gay X hope I would 
have the courage to say so, because if a na- 
tional newspaper editor were gay that 
would probabty help move that debate for- 
ward. Some people in prominent positions i 
are doing a disservice to their communi- I 
ty by staying in the closet” 

Urxferstandabty^Qand doesn't want the 
interview dominated by the gay issue. Plen- 
ty else has been happening. Fbr one thing 
the paper has just sacked Geoffrey Boycott 
Continued on page 8 
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Lessons of war 

Sin As one who lost three great- 
undes, who were all brothers, to 
the First ^ World DBbx; I was struck 
hy the irony of today’s (12 
November) front-page of The 
Independent 

Atop Peter Macdiarmid's 
beautifully shot photograph of the 
Queen marking Armistice Day in 
Belgium, we read David Usbome’s 
report that the United States and 
Britain are set to lead a punitive 

military strike against Iraq. 

We will remember them? 

Plainly not 
GEOFF BAKER 

All Cannings, Wiltshire 

Sir In the war of words over the 
First Wbrid War the underlying 
moral issue, the problem of 
international terrorism, is easy to 
overlook. 

Germany’s original claim was 
that “no one had the right to stay 
the arm of Austria” in punishing 
the Serbian terrorism at Sarajevo. 
On this view the right of victims to 
punish terrorists overrode the 
rights of national sovereignty. On 
the view of the British, who went to 
war in defence of Belgian 
sovereignty, these German claims 
destroyed the whole idea of 
sovereignty and of fidelity to 
treaties: not even for the 
punishment of terrorism should 
something so important be 
destroyed. 

People on both sides believed 
that by defending their country 
they defended a principle of the 
highest moral importance. Bbr this 
we should honour them an, British 
and German alike. They died in 
defence of conflicting moral 
principles which cannot both be 
right but which are both 
persuasive. The decision between 
the two principles was and is 
extremely difficult People at once 
began to flinch from discussing it, 
lest each should see that the other 
side had a point The discussion 
was displaced to general 
condemnation of British 
commercialism or German 

militarism 

But in recent years the original 
question has become lively again. . 
President Reagan's address to 
terrorists -* r Vbu can run but you 
can't hide” -gave the German 
moral position of 1914 a new lease 
of life. 

MARTIN HUGHES 
Department of Philosophy 
University qf Durham 

Sir: Niall Jhrguson says we should 
question the assumption that the 
fallen m the First Wirid War died for 
a good reason (“Do today's public 
rituals hinder our understanding of 
war?”, u September). What does he 
mean? That there was no good 
reason for the wac or that they had 
no reason for soldiering. 

My experience as an infantry 
platoon commander in the Second 
World War was that men don’t 
think like that in battle. Some are 
frightened of being shot for 
cowardice; some (font want to let 
their mates down; some are tired 
of being harassed by the machine- 
gun post they are attacking; some 
are good professional soldiers; 
some are sadists; some run away. 
KEN CLARK 
Bedford 

Sir. It is not difficult to understand 
why there were so many recruits in 
1914. Young men have always been 
willing to go to war because they 
are looking for adventure and think 
they are immortal. Fhcts known 
and understood by wicked and 
cynical leaders in every generation 
when looking for people to fight 
their battles for them. Perhaps the 
first generation to say “no” in 
significant numbers was the Sixties 
generation of American young men 
who burnt their draft cards. 

The Rev NEIL DAWSON 
London SW1 

Sir The execution of 306 soldiers 
for fabricated charges in the First 
World War is one of the greatest 
unresolved injustices this century. 
The injustice is exceeded only by 
successive governments' refusal 
to grant posthumous pardons. 

Most of those executed were 
volunteers, vulnerable teenagers 
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Hibernating Houses No 5: Book restorers at BUdding Hall, in Norfolk, wear masks when mould has attacked the volumes 


shot for alleged cowardice and 
desertion. In feet most were 
suffering shell shock, which we 
now recognise as post-traumatic 
stress disorder The motive for the 
executions was to instil fear. 

A moment's thought reveals the 
real reason why no pardon is 
forthcoming; the likelihood of 
considerable compensation claims 
for unlawful killing and, more 
importantly, posthumous 
indictment of senior militar y 
figures for war crimes. 

Nothing can be achieved by 
perpetuating the injustice; in this 
week of remembrance, grant 
pardons so healing and 
forgi venes s can begin. 

TIM FIELD 
Harwell Oxfordshire 

Sir: Roy Hatters ley’s piece about 
the poets of the First Wbrid War 
smacks too much of trendy 
revisionism (“There was no poetry 
for Unde Herbert”, 11 November). 

Consider the tale of Hattersley’s 
Unde Herbert a decent man, 
taken from civilised surroundings, 
trained to be a killer, then sent to a 
hell on earth. This happened to 
millions of others throughout 
Europe. Such a tragedy merits its 
own canon ofverse. 

Why attack the writing of these 
poems? They represent an 
attempt fin an age when there was 
no “counselling”) to derive some 
meaning from the wasteful 
obscenity of the war It was an 
attempt to try and daw something 
back for humanity. 

If ail those men had been killed 
for nothing more than a tract of 
land, then at least poetry could 
transform them from, ordinary 
Unde Herberts to the tragic 
heroes they were. Can Roy 
Hattersley not accord them due 
respect for having been there? 
ALUN WILLIAMS 
UanfturpwUgwyngyll, Anglesey 

Sin Poetry in general, and Wilfred 
Owen in particular; does not seek 
to ennoble or give grace to wan as 
Roy Hattersley says. One need 
only turn to “Dulce et Decorum 
Est" by Owen. It is about a gas 


attack casualty: “If ...you too 
could ...watch the white eyes 
writhing in his fece.... If you could 
hear ... the blood come gargling 
from the froth-corrupted lungs.. 

fbrget the poetry? No, Mr 
Hattersley. Read the poetzy.it is 
one of the few ways left for our 
generation to understand the 
suffe ring of Unde Herbert. 
STEPHEN TILL 
Alton, Hampshire 

Sin I am surprised at Roy 
Raftpj slqr'g pas y dismissal of 

Journey's End. 

The play presents a view of the 
First World War the psychological 
realism of which confirms and 
supports that of Hattersley’s 
unde. IfSherriffgivesa romantic 
gloss to the picture of trench life, 
be does so onty to show the 
desperation of men for whom, as 
Stanhope explains, that very 
romance was an attempt “to 
forget” the horror just a few steps 
from the dugout 
If Mr Hattersley is serious in his 
suggestion that we should forget 
the writings of those who -like 
Sherriff- served in the First TOuid 
War; simptyon the grounds that 
they were educated men who could 
spell, then he should consider the 
purpose of his own column, which 
moved me nearly as much as did 
my pupils' performance of 
Journey's End last week. 

alex Went 

HeadcfDrama 
Shrewsbury School 


Sin The solution to the 
problem of “torturing” the 
Prince of Wales (David 
Aaronovitcb, 12 November) Is 
simple. He can abdicate - it’s 
been done -and we can buy a 
hospital a year Grom the money 
saved. 

G CUTLER 

Bishops S t ortford, Hertfordshire 

Sin So George Robertson, the 
Defence Secretary believes 
that “What people do in then- 
private lives, as long as it 


Eco-criminals 

Sir Security arrangements are of 
course a matter for tire police, but 
if anew unit targeting “green” 
protesters is to be formed, there is 
good reason (report 7 November). 

Despite Ken Livingstone’s glib 
time OetteqTl November), hunt 
saboteurs frequently break the 
criminal law, with seven 
convictions in the last four weeks 
alone. More seriously the three 
most p «livrr ye an imal rights 
activists convicted this decade - 
jailed fora total of 39 years for 
crimes such as possessing 
explosives, attempted arson and 

rnminal damag e - began their 

involvement in the “animal rights” 
campaign as hunt saboteurs. - 

So while hunt sabotage itself 
maynot merit the attentions of 
MIS or Special Branch, some of its 
practitioners do. 

PAUL LATHAM 
Countryside Alliance 
London SEll 

To Hull and back 

Sin Your stray an Hull (“Spin 
doctors go to Hull and bade to give 
city a brand new image”, 10 
November) really was a gem. Gary 
Finn tells us that “councillors, 
business leaders and a team of 
image consultants arrived in the 
Big Apple ... hoping to learn a few 
lessons on how to dispel widely 
held myths of poverty, depression 
and crime.” 


In Brief 

doesn’t affect others, is a 
matter for them” (“Brown’s 
gay? So what?”, 9 November). 
Oh yeah? What about the gay 
forces personnel driven from 
their careers, solely to 
indulge the hang- ops of 
homophobes they had to serve 
with or under? 

JAMES SCOTT 
Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire 


Myths eh? 

Hull is ranked as the 26th most 
deprived local authority area in 
England. The Breadline Britain 
Index estimates that 29 per cent of 
households in Hull live in poverty 
(compared with 19 percent 
nationally). Residents of Hull have 
amongst the lowest wage rates in 
the country (364th out of 366 local 
authority areas). Hull has twice 
the national average of incidents of 
burglary (309 recorded instances 
per 10.000 population compared to 
136 nationally). HuQ City Council 
has a list of children in care which 
is three times the national 
average. 

But let Hull residents not 
despair Help is at hand. The Hull 
CityVision quango has gone to see 
New Yarkand the brand 
consultant Wolff Olins has 
formulated a “two-decade mage 
enhancement programme”. 
Images can onty get better 
PATRICIA KAYS 
Hull 

Sin I wonder what part of Hull the 
image consultants were looking at 
when they described it as a 
“miserable place”. I've lived in 
some miserable places, and Hull is 
not one of them. 

Perhaps instead of going to New 
York, these consultants should 
have read a recent edition of The 
New York Times, in which L J 
Davis raved about Hull, describing 
it as “a very matey kind of town” 
and “one of the friendliest of 


Sin Whoever thought up 1 
January 2000 for celebration, a 
year earty, of the milfenninm 
was not so daft after all (“Pubs 
offered licence to party like it’s 
1999”, 10 November). With 
boozing unlimited and 
everyone pie-eyed, no one will 
notice, perhaps for weeks, that 
the computers have failed and 
everything has stopped. No 
riots, nothing but a big, 
contented purr. 

GRAHAM HOLDEN 
BudleighSalterton, Devon 


Brian Harris 


Englis h dties”. He was ecstatic 
about the beer in Hull - “the finest 

glass ofbeer I have ever tasted in 
my life” - »r>d appreciated the 
authenticity and culture of the city. 

Hull is a super place to live. Yfes, 
it has its black spots, but tell me a 
city that doesn’t If this is misery, 
m continue to enjoy iL 
AVRIL TAYLOR 
Hull 

Parent power 

Sir. Judith Judd claims.thatin 
independent schools salaries are 
higher and facilities better 
(“Science graduates sty no to 
teaching”, 9 November). 

This may be true of Eton and 
Harrow but it is certainty not the 
case in the maty small 
independent schools across the 
country. I have taught in both the 
state and independent sector and 
in the latter; salaries were lower 
and facilities Dickensian 
compared with the local 
oomprehensrves. And yet the small 
independents achieved 
excellent results. 

The key factor is not the 
facilities, nor the teachers. Nor is it 
the pupils - in small independents 
entry is usually determined by 
ability to pay and, as someone once 
remarked, “There are plenty of 
dumbos in Volvo-Jand.” 

The key factor is the parents. 
They look fora disciplined 
environment where their children 
will be safe and happy; they 
monitor their children's progress 
day-to-day; they demand that 
homework be set and marked; they 
complain about poor teachers and 
ofafject to their child sharing a class 
with disruptive pupils. If they are 
not satisfied, they can simply walk 
away taking their fees with them - 
which keeps the headmaster on 
his toes. 

Education is a cumulative, 
water-on-a-stone business. In toe 
independent sector no time is 
wasted and, over ll years of 
compulsory schooling, this is what 
makes toe difference. 

ANN CHALMERS 

Cardiff t 


Debt-stricken 

Sir: Diane Coyle (“Ignore the 
hysteria over debt", U November! 
should talk to the Citizens Advice j 

Bureau about handling debt ■■ > 
Recipients of Income Support 
quality’ after a period for the 
payment of interest on their 
mortgages, non-priority credi to rs 
are made to wait and even banks 
agree to forego compounded 
interest The stricken Central 
American countries must be at 
least as wdl treated. 

But maybe their problem is that 
they A) not owe enough. The 
worried creditors of Korea and 
Indonesia made sure the world's 
bankers responded fast The cost of 
debt relief for the heavily indebted 
poorest countries is a fraction of 
what was on immediate offer to the 
pooriy Asian Tigers, 

CHRISTOPHER HALL 
Co-ordinator 

ChristianConcernforOneVfydd . 
Deddington, Oxfordshire 

Sin After emergency relief to 
Central America after the 
devastation of Hurricane Mitch, 
plans must be made for long-term 
aid that may help to avert a similar 
catastrophe. Although the reasons 
for toe extent of the damage are 
complex, there may be an 
association with extensive 
deforestation. Proposals fora 
moratorium on international debt 
repayments should be contingent 
upon forest protection. 

In line with the Vforid Bank’s 
heavfly-indebted poor countries 
initiative, debt could be written 
down or written off in exchange for f 
agreements for long-term 
reforestation, which would create 
world nature parks in perpetuity 
Dr MICHAEL McCLURE 
London SWll 

Sir While the relief of the debt 
burden on the flood-devastated 
countries would deariy be 
benefidalit could be made even . 
more so. 

Sadly toe human rights record of 
the Central American region is 
amongst the worst It would help 
rebuild the societies of these 
countries as well as their economy 
if toe relief of debt was made 
conditional upon the introduction 
of effective human rights 
legislation and institutions. 

IVOR ROWLANDS 
Frodsham, Cheshire 

Angolan impasse 

Sin Ybur article on the death of 
several workers at a diamond mine 
in North-east Angola (report, ll 
November) foils to put the * 
deteriorating situation in the 
contest of toe rebel movement 
Unita’s continued refusal to 
comply with an internationally- 
backed peace agreement. 

In 1992 the MPLA, which has 
been in power for over two 
decades, won the first multiparty 
elections -which were deemed 
free and fair by the United Nations. 

It was Unita that refused to accept 
these results and returned to war 

The 1994 peace deal was 
designed to bring Unita into 
government in return for the 
movement’s disarmament and 
demilitarisation. Fbur Unita 
members sit in the Cabinet 
Seventy Unita members sit in the V 1 
country’s parliament Yet its leader ■ 
Jonas Savimbi, continues to pursue . 
his preferred military option. 

As (he UN Security Council has 
stated, “the primary cause of the 
crisis in Angola and of the current 
impasse in the peace process is the . 
failure by the leadership of Unita to - 
comply with its obligations”. i 

JOHN HUGHES 

Angola Peace Monitor . . .r 

London Nl 

Shirt-tail protest 

Sin Whatever happened to shirt 
tails, asks Mr James of Swansea 
Qettei; 10 November). Has he realty 
not noticed? They are all hanging 
outside the trousers of Welsh 
schoolboys, in sensible protest a 
assume) against the drab and 
dreary school uniforms they are ■ 
inexplicably obliged to wear. - - 
JANMORRIS 
Llanystumdwy, Gwynedd 


Warning: today’s column contains utterly tasteless items 



YESTERDAY I put forward the the- 
ory that a humbrous writer would 
be ill-advised to try to squeeze hu- 
mour out of an already humorous 
news item. He would be better ad- 
vised simply to reprint the item and 
not try to improve on it 

As evidence of this, I now bring 
you the whole of an item about the 
great EveL Knievel, the man who 
soared across space on motor bi- 
cycles. This is an item which I found 
on the back page of the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune on Friday 
last week. 

“In the world of Evel Knievel, 
this motorcycle mishap was noth- 
ing much. The 60-yeariOld daredevil 
suffered a minor scrape in Clear- 
water, Florida, when his parked 
bike topped over pinioning him be- 
neath it He was sitting on it with 
toe kickstand down. Neighbours 


heard him yell for help, freed him 
and summoned paramedics.” 

That’s it Evel Knievel fell off his 
bike and couldn't get up without 
medical help. That's all you need. 
How can you improve on it? 

Nor does one need to say any- 
thing about the postman in zty 
home town, Wrexham, who was 
trapped in the post box. Unlike the 
Knievel story this was widely re- 
ported. but in case you were on 
Clapham Common at the time and 
missed it, a Welsh postman got 
trapped inside a v®y large postbox 
when the door blew shut The first 
anyone knew about it was when an 
old age pensioner went to post a let- 
ter and a hand came out of the slot 
to take it... 

I have to sty that I find that stray 
a bit smelly. But why spoil a good 
stray? After all, I have never doubt- 


ed the story about J B Morton, the 
man who was Beachcomber; “find- 
ing” a little boy in a post box 

You know the stray? Some time 
in toe 1930s Morton is supposed to 
have started talfcmginto the slot of 
a large post box, as if a small bay 
was trapped in there. 

“How <Sd you get in? What's your 
name? How old are you? Have you 
hurt yourself?” And so on. 

A crowd gathered. 

“What’s wrong?” 

“Boy stuck in letter box.” 

“Good Lord, how did he get In?” 

“Just findin g out..” 

And while this crowd was form- 
ing, Morton slipped away leaving 
them all to o rganis e the release of 
a now silent, probably unconscious 
little boy. 

Great stray. Hue stray? Hmm. .. 
Sounds dodgy to me. Hbt stories 




Miles 

Kington 

The most joyful recent 
story about McDonald’s 
catering outlets came 
from Hong Kong... 

which are realty true also sound 
dodgy. Like the one about Tbrquay 
United last Saturday. It was re- 


ported in the Telegraph, and no 
doubt elsewhere, that the players 
in tbe Torquay United FbotoaU 
League team had been told not to 
practise shooting at goal when 
they came out to warm up before 
a match. Reason? Tbo many of their 
shots were missing the goal and fly- 
fog into the crowd, and insurance 
was insufficient to cover a bad in- 
jury to a spectator If Evetyn Waugh 
had put that into a novel, you 
wouldn't believe him. . 

But my favourite recent news 
item concerns McDonald's ham - 
burgers. I love collecting items 
which show McDonald’s in a bad 
light, because I think they serve 
very boring mass-produced fodder 
and because they take themselves 
and their hideous red andyefiow so- 
called restaurants so very seriously 

I have here a cutting from this 


paper from last summer headed 
“McDonald's Wbrid Cup win has 
French seething” detailing toe 
fury of French restaurateurs over 
the choice of McDonald’s as “the 
official restaurant of the Wbrid 
Cup”, which would be like nomi- 
nating Miller Lite as the offi cia l 
beer of the World Cup in England 

It was the big money offer of the 
burger bar which made the differ- 
ence, it seemed. “We knew money 
had no smell,” said the furious 
chefs. “Now we know ft has no taste 
either.”. 

The most recent joyful story 
about McDonald's catering out- 
lets (better name than “restau- 
rant”, surely) came from Hong 
Kong, where , we are told, the pop- 
ulace bad fallen in love with toe 
Snoopy figures being given away 
with Big Macs. 


The citizens were queuing up to 
bty burgers to get their Snoopy fig- 
ures, going outside and throwing 
their hamburgers in the litter bins 
untouched, before going home to 
eqity their Snoopies. Bins were 
overflowing with uneaten ham- 
burgers outside every Big Mac 
dispensary it seems... 

Actually that is one item you 
might improve on. Ybu could visu- 
alise the painful meeting at which 
the man responsibfe for the Snoopy 
idea which had so powerfolty back- 
fired tried to defend himself to the 
bigwigs at McDonald’s... 

A reader writes: l would stop there 
if I were you. McDonald's lawyers 
are very quit* on the draw. 

Miles Kington writes: Ifes. Perhaps 
you’re right. 











W;!n v 



+ 


IMJt. 


M 'Uk,„ 


t;.;:r.- 4 . ; .;. ' '* ' ■:.• "’-V 


Vm. 


>,J ns« 

'M i| a 


: •• 

t ■ . . . . ; w x{' 

' ■■ i • '' ' 

■Vv-a-., 


- u... 


: .... . V ' 

“ ,r * ill 


rr <?tr 


: i. ,i 


'..l. 


1 .• . 1} 

, * 

‘..■i , 


«5 

->a 

i • in' ''i 


■ n • 


^ 1 "■ ^-4^ 

. •* ■■ ■-'* 1 


a . ' % “*•- 1 ' 

' ■ . n 

.•!. JT •; 

■ “ • «>ir 


' ro 

••• ■ 

51 . ■ v ,, ;- f . • 


Ap^Liii impav* 






,»* 1 


»n'l‘ 





THf FRIDAY REVIEW 
^dependent 13 November 1998 


LEADERS AND COMMENT/3 




• . ‘‘"N • 








s lU 


l« s 



THE INDEPENDENT 


1 Canada square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL Telephone: 0171 293 2000 or 0171 345 2000 fax: 0171 293 2435 or 0171 345 2435 

THE INDEPENDENT ON THE INTERNET WWW.INDEPENDENIXO.UK 


Send the bombers 
to Iraq, but lift 
sanctions as well 

THE TRAGEDY of modern Iraq has reached another 
moment of false catharsis. Like all tragedies its dominant 
theme is that of two sides who fail to understand on ** 
another. S ad da m Hussein, by no means a simple or stu- 
pid villain, has again miscalculated the West’s reaction to 
his posturing. Meanwhile, the West has again misunder- 
stood the reaction of the Arab peoples to its shows offeree 
against him . If the missiles begin to rain down on Iraq - 
and we are now in the transition from “if” to “wberf - Iraqi 
natio n a l is m will be strengthened, however misguided it 
is. Anti-Western sentiment in the wider Arab world wiD pro- 
vide more raw material in the form of ideology and mar- 
tyrs for the extremists and terrorists. 

It is possible that Iraq’s military leaders, realising that 
an attack realty is imminent, will try to topple Sarftfom pos- 
sible, but unlikely. Unlikelier still that they would succeed. 
Several attempts have been, made in recent years, and none 
have come close, as far as we know. Unlikely, too, is the 
idea that a “surgical strike” from the air could weaken Sad- 
dam’s capacity to make weapons of mass destruction. The 
very reason we have reached this present crisis is because 
the UN inspectors do not know where the weapon-mak- 
ing installations are - or were before they were moved. 
Furthermore, air strikes are likely to kill ci vilians , and Sad- 
dam is not above trying to ensure that they do. 

Ybt what is the alternative? The rule of international law 
may be a concept that is infused with Western cultural 
assumptions, but it is not an anti-Arab conspiracy. It is a 
truth of universal application that a ruthless dictator with 
a proven desire to make and use chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons, is a danger to his own people, his neigh- 
bours, and the world. It is the moral duty of the United 
Nations and ail its members to try to contain that danger: 
It is Britain's moral responsibility, too, despite the Foreign 
Secretary’s dispiriting attempt this week to claim that he 
never used the phrase “ethical foreign policy”. The fact 
that many of the consequences of military action are likely 
to be negative, or at best neutral, is not, in the end, an argu- 
ment against it UN resolutions have to be backed up, ulti- 
mately, by the threat of force, which in turn must prove 
itself to be real 

However reluctantly then, the forces of the United 
States should strike Iraqi military targets if Saddam does 
not agree in the next few days to abide by his agreement 
with Kofi Annan, the UN secretary-general The govern- 
ments of Europe should support this action, and it is 
notable that France has not, this time round, voiced its 
usual objections. The Americans have prepared the 
ground for this confrontation more carefuQy than in Feb- 
ruary, with what Newsweek called President Clinton’s 
“rope-a-dope diplomacy”, making absolutely sure that 



Saddam put himself in the wrong, and also ensuring a lead 
role for the UN with at least tacit acquiescence from other 
Arab governments. 

But missiles and bombs are unlikely to provide any last- 
ing purging of international frustrations with our inability 
to remove Saddam. In the long run, he is more likely to 
be undermined if the root causes of Iraqi and Arab griev- 
ance against the West are tackled, which means that the 
sanctions on Iraq should go. 

It may seem quite bizarre to propose the lifting of sanc- 
tions at the same time as advocating the use of military 
force, but that strategy o&rs the best hope in the long term 
of weakening Saddam’s hold on power Sanctions have not 
worked. Thar effect has been to provide the Iraqi leader 
with spurious propaganda - he is allowed to sell oil for food 
and medicine and yet chooses not to do so - and to keep 
his people poor and dependent on the state. 

Give the Iraqi people the carrot of trade and Saddam 
the stick of air strikes. 


A small, green step for 
the good of everybody 

THIS WEEK the environment ministers' caravan moved 
on from Rio, via New York and Kyoto, to Buenos Aires. The 
great Save the World from Global Warming tour has been 
to more summits than Chris Bonington. Progress is slow, 
but that is the way of diplomacy and this is a problem that 
can be tackled onty by concerted action by all countries. 

People will not use less energy if they are simply asked 
politely to do so. Behaviour will change if the price of ener- 
gy changes. That requires international agreement to 
impose higher taxes on fossil fuels. The crucial break- 
through was at Kyoto, when the US agreed to legally bind- 
ing targets. Green purists have attacked the idea that the 
US should be allowed to buy the right to emit carbon diox- 
ide from Russia, but this establishes a vital second prin- 


ciple: that saving the environment should be accompanied 
by transfers from rich to poor nations. 

All power to John Prescott’s elbow as he tries to put 
these principles into practice in Argentina. Yesterday’s 
announcement that the US would sign the Kyoto agree- 
ment was largely symbolic as it has yet to get through the 
gas-guzzling Senate. But it was another small step along 
the mountain range of green summits. 

Absolutely critical 

THE TROUBLE with critics is that they are so, well, crit- 
ical Never satisfied. And they have no respect for actors. 
Are Helen Mirren and Alan Rickman not human? If we 
prick them, do they not bleed? Actor Robert Lindsay says 
no one will want to act if they get such raaulings. So lay 
off. This observation has, of course, nothing to do with one 
critic’s comparison of Mr Lindsay's Richard III to “Ken 
Dodd playing the Palladium". Nothing at alL 


First steps on a long journey 
to an unknown destination 


DON’T HOLD your breath. The joint 
statement by Tbny Blair and Paddy 
Ashdown on thefrefeterrmnation tore- 
shape toe political map and chal- 
lenge the “destructive tribalism that 
can afflict British politics” is a unique 
and, indeed, remarkable document It 

may even prove to be an historical one. 

But the boldness of the two leaders 
continues to be in the ends they seek. 

WearestillintbeopeniDgphaseof 
a very long game. For this is a project 
in which both leaders are taking im- 
mense risks and are doing so without 
much support from some of their clos- 
est colleagues. Indeed there have 
been times over the past 48 hours 
when Mr Ashdown feared he could 

6 lose the leadership over this latest im- 

7 dative. Some of the allies he trusts 
most advised him against the move. 
Much of his party, instead of rubbing 
its hands in glee at the prospect of 
more power; is deeply worried Some 
of th e m are walking around West- 
minster with heads held low as if they 
have just had their seats taken away 
from them. 

At a meeting of his senior MPs 
yesterday, it was agreed that any ex- 
tension of the Lib/Lab Cabinet com- 
mittee’s remit must be “tightly 
controlled". The mc»d was hardly cel- 
ebratory. As one of the Ashdown en- 
tourage observed, “It’s been a week 
of hard hats and Oak jackets.” An even 

& hmn pjpr ride is anticipated by the Ash- 
down camp when the party’s Feder- 
al Executive meets on Monday. 

Blaii; too, is moving alone. Not even 
his ultra-loyal Press Secretary Alas- 
tair Campbell, is an enthusiast about 
hk leader’s flirtations with the liberal 


Democrats. The negative views of his 
most senior cabinet ministers are well 
known. I have also spoken to several 
New Labour MPs from the 1997 intake 
and detected no great enthusiasm 
amongst some of them. “The liberal 
Democrats seem irrelevant" was the 
closest one came to endorsing the 
strategy. Imagine the uproar if Ash- 
down and one or two Lib Dems had 
been appointed to the Cabinet, as 
many speculated would have hap- 
pened by now. 

Such a development always struck 
me as a fantasy at such an earty stage. 
Now we know just how big and pre- 
mature a fantasy it has been. Given 
the reaction to widening the remit of 
a cabinet committee there would 
have beat a mutiny in the ranks of the 
Liberal Democrats if Mr Ash down had 
suddenly become Secretary of State 
for; say. Defence. 

What we are witnessing is a very 
long-term project of uncertain out- 
come. Parties sure fragile beasts and 
cannot be remade overnight. Rela- 
tions between parties are equally 
sensitive. Consider how long it has 
Eaten to reach the current situation. 

When Blairbecame Labour leader 
in July 1994 there was an eruption of 
articles predicting a dramatic re- 
alignment on the centre left They 
were justified in toe sense that pri- 
vately and. indeed, publicty Blair was 
quite open about his objectives. 

In a candid Fabian lecture in 1995, 
he spoke of the need to repair the dt- 
vision on the centre left The view is 
echoed in this week’s joint declaration 
which states as its aim “the ascen- 
dancy of progressive politics in 


\ 
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Steve 

Richards 

Both Blair and Ashdown 
are leaders who don’t take 
risks unless they are fairly 
sure they can pull them off 

Britain”. Here we go again. The lan- 
guage is of aims and objectives. They 
have remained constant and dra- 
matic. But let us look at what has ac- 
tually happened in the four and a half 
years since Blair became leader. 
Liberal Democrat MPs continue to 

sit on the opposition benches, deeply 
ambivalent about their leader's strat- 
egy The key pledge of Blair’s, to hold 
a referendum in the first term, will 
probably not be met Bhu; himself; has 
still to reveal whether or not he sup- 
ports ele<iorali^3rm. Most (rf his cab- 
inet is opposed. That is not to say that 
two leaders have not made bold, sig- 
nificant strides. They both have. 

Iffith underestimated subtlety Ash- 
down moved his tribal party (his ac- 
tivists are more tribal than Blair’s) 
away from their perverse attachment 
to ‘'equidistance” between Labour 


and the Conservatives. Without need- 
ing the support of the Lib Dems in the 
Commons, Mr Blair has set up the 
catenet committee and backed PRfor 
next summer’s Euro elections. Much 
progress there has been, but it is of a 
slow and subtle nature, the opposite 
of the apocatyptic lan g ua g e which 
often accompanies talk of the 
Blair/Ashdown relationship. 

So what will happen now? Over the 
neat few weeks there win be much 
discontent, especially amongst the 
liberal Democrats. But do Ashdown's 
internal opponents realty want to 
reject a whiff of power for the luxury 
of impotent opposition? Anyway a new 
kind of politics will unfold however 
loud the protests within either of the 
parties. 

In Scotland the voting system will 
almost certainty deliver a hung par- 
liament next summer in which parties 
will be forced to work together Afor- 
gotten element of the Cook/Maden- 
nan proposals for the House of Lords 
is that a reformed second chamber 
should reflect the votes cast at a 
general election. It remains likely 
that parties wiD have to co-operate 
more fully in the Lords whatever the 
leap to wholesale reform is madi* 

. Politics is chan ging but both Mr 
Blair and Mr Ashdown are leaders 
who do not take risks unless they are 
feisty sore they can pull them off Tfc^ 
are right to try for the rewards could 
be great Ovemrighty after the 1997 
election. Labour MPs should pause 
and reflect on what happened in the 
Eighties. Margaret Thatcher's dom- 
inance was the product of an informal 
anti-Labour alliance. Fbr the SDR 


especially under the leadership of 
David Owen, the worst oufoornewoukl 
have been the election of a Fbot or Kin- 
nock government Labour was as- 
saulted on two fronts, leaving the 
ground dear for Thatcher. 

As long as Labour and the liber- 
al Democrats are co-operating, the 
Conservatives face the same doomed 
isolation that afflicted Labour for 18 
years. I write of the two parties “co- 
operating”. It is a vague notion but for 
now it win have to do. Possibty the 
election after next will be fought 
under a more proportional system. 
That depends on a referendum being 
won in the meantime. If that happens, 
in eight years' time, there may be a 
more formal coalition of the centre 
left There are lots of “ifs” and 
“maybes” in this project 

Yesterday I was talking at West- 
minster with a senior Liberal Demo- 
crat who had reservations about the 
tinting of the latest initiative. Briefly 
Rtf? Ha ttersley joined us and greet- 
ed the MP l^r observing mischie- 
vously that they should shake bands 
“now we’re both members of the 
same party”. The great wordsnith will 
no doubt produce 10 articles on this 
theme over the nest 24 hours, but be 
is leaping miles ahead. 

There wiD be no merger Fbrmany 
years there will be no formal coalition. 

It is still possible that the bold ex- 
periment implodes before very long. 
More Kkety Mr Blair and Mr Ashdown 
are reflecting the political mood as 
well as shaping it But they are on a 
journey which has only just begun. 

Neither of these leaders knows 
where this journey will en d . 


Q uote of the Day 

U I was offered another job at the dub but I didn't want to 
hang around as a ghost on the wall.” 

Itoy Evans, former Liverpool FC manager 

T hought for the Day 

“Don't wait for the Last Judgement 
It takes place every day.” 

Albert Camus, French writer 


THE UNITED States bombing 
campaign should not be sym- 
bolic, but be designed to 
destroy as much of Saddam 
Hussein’s capability to make 
and use weapons of mass de- 


a matter of the United States 
and other countries meddling 
without right in Iraq’s internal 
affairs. Iraq began this by in- 
vading Kuwait. The United 
Nations auth orised a US-led 
military wnryaign to reverse 
that aggression. Having de- 


feated Iraq's arxqy, the United 

States chose to accept, in place 
of Saddam Hussein’s total sur- 
render and relinquishing erf 

powra; his pledge to disarm. His 

failur e after all these years to 
honor that pledge gives the 
United Nations every right to 
reconsider its merciful cease- 
fire terms. 

The Washington Post, US 

THIS GAME of cat and mouse 
must end. It has gone on too 
long and the only victim is the 


monitor 

all the News of the world 

Opinion on the threat of US military 
action against Saddam Hussein 


Iraqi people, strangled for 
seven years by sanctions. But 
how to stop It? The Pentagon 
plans successive strikes on 
militaiy sites: the objective is 
to weaken the regime of the dic- 


tator with the aim of eventual- 
ty taking it apart, while keeping 
civSian casualties to a mini- 
mum. Fbr if we are realty con- 
cerned for the good of Iraq and 
keen to put an end to this 


interminable crisis, we must 
put an end to Hussein. It is 
probable, therefore, that the 
first strikes will be nothing 
more than the prelude to what 
win be along offensive. 

Le Figaro, France 

SADDAMS CURRENT strategy 
takes M advantage of Clinton’s 
expected decision to wage 
limited air war with its modest 
compliance afrn His ultimate 
purpose is to be able to credi- 
bly bluff the West into letting 


him dominate his part of the 
world. In 2002. he moves on 
Saudi Arabia; we threaten to 
invade Iraq; Saddam an- 
nounces he is reafly to risk 
national suicide fay firing a 
nuclear missile at us. The US 
has no missile defense. Does a 
prudent President let him grab 
those tel fields, or win Clinton's 
successor be forced to gamble 
a US city on the hope that a 
homicidal maniac is only 

bluffing ? 

The New York Times, US 
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Pandora 


Playing away at the ballet 


JEREMY PAXMAN recently 
hosted the video-taping of the 
“Broadsheets vs Tabloids 7 ' 
special episode of University 
Challenge, due to be 
broadcast over Christmas. 
Representing the ‘'Broads" 
were Boris Johnson, Richard 
Ingrams, Libby Purves and 
Decca Aitkenhead, while the 
“Tabs" fielded Anne Leslie, 
Peter Hitchens, Jane Moore 
and Tony Parsons. After the 
contest, all the hacks were 
sworn to secrecy about the 
final outcome. However, 
Pandora quiddy learned the 
result Without wishing to 
spoil the suspense for future 
viewers of this epic battle of 
brains, it is probable the 
outcome would have been 
happier for the chattering 
classes had a representative 
from the nation's most 
intelligent and informed 
newspaper (ie the one you 
are holding in your hands) 
been among the contestants. 


THE LINK between the 
distinguished Garrick Club 
and the late rock singer 
Sonny Bono, former 
husband of Cher and later a 
Congressman from Palm 
Springs, is not immediately 
apparent. However, all eyes 
In the club have been on the 
Sonny Bono Copyright 
Extension Term Act for the 
past months as it has 
wended its way through the 
US Congress. The reason 
for this rapt attention was 
that the Disney 
Corporation’s offer of £40m 
to the Garrick for its share 
of the rights to AA Milne’s 
Winnie the Pooh was 
conditional on the passage 
of Bono’s legislation. It 
stretches copyright 
protection in the US from 50 
to 70 years and, with the 
Act. Winnie the Pooh would 
have been in the public 
domain within a few years. 
The joyous news is that 
President Clinton signed 
the “Bono Bill" into law on 
27 October. 


ALAS, THE Sunday Times 
Christmas party has been 
ditched this year. 
Demoralised staffers in 
Wapping are being told this 
draconian move is part of 
belt-tightening measures 
taken by Rupert Murdoch's 
News International in the 
face of a possible recession. . 
There is a sneaking suspicion 
among some ST staff that 
cancelling the boozy Xmas 
party had more to do with the 
socially awkward editor John 

Witherow's dir J “~ J " ' *- 

gatherings tin 
any lack of Mi 


INSTEAD OF enlisting the 
former Mail on 
Sunday editor, 

Jonathan 
Holborow; to 
help him 
embarrass 
the Gov- 
ernment, 
perhaps 
Tbry leader 
William 



Hague should have hired 
old-school comedian Bobby 
Davro. At last week’s 
Hospital Doctor of the Tear 
Awards at the Grosvenor 
House, Davro paused before 
the major award of the 
evening. “And now, the 
moment you have been 
waiting for, but just to 
prolong your suffering, a 
few words from Minister of 
State for Health Alan 
Milb urn MR” 


IN NEXT Tuesday’s first 
episode of BBC2's Match qf 
Their Day, the Seventies 
football star Rodney Marsh 
reveals why his career as an 
England player ended so 
abruptly in 1973. In the 
Wembley dressing-room prior 
to the World Cup qualifier 
against Wales, the legendary 
manager Sir Alf Ramsey 
confronted Marsh. “Tonight is 
your last chance for England. 
If you don’t work harder 
tonight I'm going to pull you 
off at half-time.” Marsh 
retorted,- “Christ, at 
Manchester City we only get 
a cup of tea and an orange!’’. 
That was Rodney’s last match 
ever in an England shirt 
Pandora wonders if England’s 
current manager Glen “Holy 
Joe" Hoddle would have even 
got the joke. 


DUE to a US television 
technicians' union, late- 
night news bulletins on the 
ABC network are 
originating out of IIS’ 
London studio, rather than 
from New %rk or LA. While 
the other American 
networks have settled, ABC 
is living in hope of bringing 
the union into line. This has 
meant feeding its British 
staff at 4am and, to feed the 
troops, ABC has turned to a 
■catering firm called Lox, 
Stock and BageL How 
appropriate that LS&B is 
owned by an American 
expatriate named Janet 
Evans, who used to make 
speeches as a ‘'surrogate’' 
for President Ronald 
Reagan - hardly a 
supporter of the American 
labour movement. 


THE HUNT for the Tom 
Cruise lookalike has received 
some rather puzzling, even 
disturbing, mail but very 
little in the way of credible 
information. However, one 
e-mail from an “M Simon’’ 
received yesterday does 
make some sense. “If the 
mysterious Tom 

loobaifeg ^ 

s adept at 
sonatfog 
ctoras 
ms to be, 
irtainlya 
ctor than 
bruise. He 
aould step 
irward; 
film 


’4 


career 
beckons." 
Are you 
listening, 
whoever 
you are? 


IT ILL behoves a Wolverhampton 
Wanderers’ supporter to tell a Sun- 
derland fan anything. But, as far as 
the ballet goes, m say just this - 
stick with it lads! There’s a whole 
world out there you never knew ex- 
isted. and IPs just waiting to ambush 
your senses. 

There was boundless media glee 
at the news of Sunderland football 
supporters flocking to the city’s 
Empire Theatre, to see the Birm- 
ingham Royal Ballet's verson of 
ftomeoand Juliet This was on the 
strength of Pn^ofiev’s Dance qf foe 
Knights -tom the ballet - having 
been used as the Sunderland FC 
theme tune since the opening of 
their grandiosely named Stadium of 
Light a year ago. 

Medfa tittering over this is doubt- 
less based on the assumption that 
the recent middle-class affectation 
for watching football is deemed not 
to have readied the far north-east 
Tve always preferred the Tchaikov- 
sky Romeo and Juliet myself. But 
as one who came equally late to bat 
let it just so happens the work which 


PAT BUTCHER 

Like your average 
football fan , I’ve had my 
share of strip shows , blue 
movies and lap dancing 


stretched the back of my apprecia- 
tive net was... Romeo and Juliet 
In theory, of the “high” arts - 
opera, classical music and poetry 
being the others - ballet should be 
tiie most accessible to the sports fol- 
lower (although Tony Harrison’s 
magnificent poem V is up there, as 
any Leeds supporter will tell you). 


After alt ballet dancers are incred- 
ibly athletic, far more so than the 
average midfield dynamo, not to 
mwitiftn the fat boy rolling around 
the pitch again for Sunderland’s 
Teesside neighbours. 

The biggest problem that ballet 
has posed for the lad fraternity has 
been those tights. And, I suppose, 
the gay thing. But after recent Par- 
liamentary revelations, even that, 
thankfully, seems to be OK with the 
proles nowadays. But if there’s 
anything dedicated to riveting the 
average football punter to his plush 
seat at the Empire Theatre, it’s a 
healthy dose of sex. 

And that’s what did it for me. 

I'd seen a couple of versions of 
Romeo and Juliet since my wife, a 
former dancer, started dragging 
me to Covent Garden a half dozen 
years ago. 

And, like everyone else, I loved 
the male corps de ballet in Adven- 
tures in Motion Pictures’ Swan Lake 

Urety war But thofrriLhkw m ppiphany 
only came with a Romeo and Juli- 
et or rather a Juliet at the Apollo 


in Hammersmith six months ago. 

In common with the your average 
footie fan. I’ve had my share of strip 
shows, blue movies, lap dancing. hol- 
idays in Thailand, etc However, 
nothing, nothing, outside the mar- 
ital bed prepared me for Leanne 
Benjamin's neck-tingling, tear- 

straining, eye-popping, throat- 
clenching gut-wrenching, groin- 
trembling rendition of the bedroom 
scene with some lucty bastard in 
tigh ts, whose name I've consigned 
to perdition. 

She melted all over him on tip- 
toes, a swooning, incandescent waif 
dripping around the stage in a 
pheromone haze doubling as a neg- 
ligee. And afl before the interval! I 
had to fata* my drink outside, and 
count the care crossing Hammer - 
smith Ftyoves to get a sufficient grip 
to venture back in for the second half 
- 1 mean, act - 

It was, in a word, sublime. Like 
good sex, it left me truly satisfied, 
but intrigued, and eager for more. 

Aftyr thp matrh last Saturday (Bris- 
tol City 1, Wolves 6, bell! heh!>, I went 


to see another ballot which the Sun. 
derlads (sic> might like. !t was 

Michael Cktrke and his mates at foe 

Roundhouse in north London, 
bounding and bending and stretch- 
ing eccentrically, backed by a bunch 
of musicians who sounded as if 
they were weaned on a diet of Led 
Zeppelin cross-fertilised by King 
Crimson. It was wonderfultyprimal 
stuff It wasn't Leanne Benjamin, hut 
then again, what is? 

I was fortunate enough to be 
introduced to the delightful Mg 
Benjamin at a function a couple of 
months ago, but my wife kept me on 
a tight rein. Just as well. You neve- 
know with Wolves supporters. 

As it happens, the Wolverhamp- 
ton town motto is Lux ex Tenebris, 
Out of Darkness Cometh Light, a 
reference to the extensive coal- 
fields around the area. Rather tike 
the north-east around Sunderland, 
where the old joke was, if you 
want an extra wing- half, just shout 
down the mine shaft Well, the joke's 
on us. And we don't mind. We've 
seen the light! 


Our real role models are 
drunks, failures and lunatics 


CHILDREN, UNLESS tbgy are re- 
voltingty precocious, loathe being 
asked the question “What do you 
want to be when you grow up?", and 
generally understand pretty quick- 
ly that the way to move the question 
on is just to mutter the convention- 
al answers of “train driver", “foot- 
baller” oi; tike Salvador Dali, 
“Napoleon”. A friend of mine claims 
that he always used to shut up po- 
lite inquiries about his future by say- 
ing “When I grow up, I want to be 
thefirsttwobars of Debussy’s Suite 
Bergamasque,” which usually had 
the desired effect But bad as the 
question is, being told what you 
ought to aim at is. I'm sure, a hun- 
dred times worse. 

Tfoureye may have slid over the 
last-but-three of the Government’s 
idiocies, as mine certainly did. But 
apparently, a week or two back, the 
Minister for Vfomen. Lady Jay start- 
ed going round saying that what 
young women needed was positive 
role models in life, to stop them going 
off (be rails into a heD of motherhood, 
powerlessness, and, no doubt, read- 
ing novels in the mornings and eat- 
ing too many violet creams while 
doing so. 

What they needed, in short, even 
if they hadn't realised it unffl that mo- 
ment was a Women’s Unit, stuffed to 
the gills with bright-eyed dones of 
Lady Jay and inspiring models for 
the young such as, ei; the portly 
teenage idol Billie and the sudden- 
ly ubiquitous Ginger Spice. And -this 
is the fingerprint of Lady Jay. the un- 
mistakable moment when she goes 
one step too far and lands herself in 
the mire of her own frightful en- 
thusiasms - the actress Emma 
Thompson. 

Unfortunately, nobody had trou- 
bled to ask Ms Thompson whether 
she wanted to have anything at afl 
to do with anything called a Women’s 
Unit or to be bossed about by Lady 
Jay, on indeed, whether she wanted 
to be anybody’s role model. 

Thompson is a national treasure 
without a doubt, a Margaret Ruther- 



Philip 

Hensher 

The young much prefer 
an eccentric like Robbie 
Williams to Lady Jay's 
approved pantheon 

ford for toe next mQlennxuni, with hff 
unfailing knack of saying the honest, 
intelligent and deeply eccentric 
thing about any subject under the 
sun, and what she said made you 
want to stand up and cheer: 

She was, she said, “rather pissed 
off" at tiie notion. “It’s very nanny- 
ist I wasn't asked if Td be a role 
model. I found out when a friend 
rang me to jeer at me. My immedi- 
ate response was an overwhelming 
desire to go out and score a load of 
cocaine in rebellion. Because when 
I was young my role models were 
Mick Jagger and Marion Brando.” 

If Emma Thompson hadn’t been 
a role model before, she instantly 
turned herself into one with this ex- 
cellent and admirable outburst The 
idea that anyone would be the bet- 
ter for the daily contemplation of gov- 
ernment-approved role models is 
one worthy of wonder All this “role 
modeT rubbish is, l think, American- 
inspired psychobabble. Rapists on 
Rikfci Lake these days are always 
claiming that their crimes are due 
to the lack of a “positive male role 
model in the home environment". 

Personally, I think the more use- 
ful thing for the growing child is a 
negative role model in the home en- 
vironment or elsewhere, pour en- 


couroger les autres. How many of 
the succes^td women of today have 
got where they are by looking at then- 
mothers, doing the washing-up, and 
thinking. Please God, let me not end 
lip like that? 

it- shnuMtf t. hp under e stimated aR 
a means of stimulating people to do 
their best I remember; when I 
worked in the Journal Office of the 
House of Commons, every dqr look- 
ing at my boss and spying to myself. 
That’s what’s lying in store for you 
if you don’t get your finger out 

And I don’t think that’s unusual. 
I’ve certainly got my own heroes, but 
they’re an odd, ramshackle bunch, 
and, tike everyone. I came to them 
on my own, and not because anyone 
told me they were the sort of people 
I ou^fat to admire. 

Henry Green, a novelist who 
spent the last 20 years of his life in 
a drunken stupor; would never be ap- 
proved by Lady Jay for any kind of 
list Others, tike Alexander Burnes, 
the great Afghan administrator; or 
Marco Pantani the cyclist, are a bit 
more orthodox, but tiie point is that 
they’re my heroes, and not ones 
which the Government has sug- 
gested to me. And they are certain- 
ty not there for behaving better 
than most people, but usually for be- 
having rather worse. I was always 
ralher keen on Jarvis Cocker; but he 
wasn't a hero of mine until he un- 
forgettably Spoke For England by 
waggling his bum at the appalling 
Michael Jackson. 

One of the nicest features of the 
English has always been tfaefact that 
they much prefer heroic failures to 
more conventional role models. The 
great national role models tend to be 
drunks, lunatics, and, rather than the 
people who discovered DNA or con- 
quered India, a man tike Captain 
Scott, who got to the Rale second and 
whose expedition ended in disaster. 
And the young are no different, 
much preferring an eccentric 13m 
Robbie Williams to the squeaky- 
clean blameless spectacle of Lady 
Jay’s approved pantheon. 



Robbie Williams shows the way 

Teenagers, as everyone knows, 
have a limitless contempt for adults. < 
Rather than work against it by 1 
telting them the sort of people they : 
ought to emulate and the sorts of be- ] 
roes from history that they ought to i 
revere, perhaps the government 1 
ought to go with the flow, and pro- i 
pose role models who can be the re- , 
dpient of boundless amounts of ' 
contempt, ridicule and contumely, i 

Let the Government hold up i 
Michael Winner as a fine upstand- 
ing example of what you might be- i 
come if you work hard. Let them 1 
appoint Tara Palmer-Tbmkinson to I 


the Women’s Unit; let a photograph 
of Barbara Cartiand in a baseball cap 
be affixed to the wall of every class- 
room in tiie country; let the biogra- 
phies of the Duchess ofYorkand the 
novels of Edwina Currie be set for 
the GCSE in English; let the young, 
in short, have their laughing stocks. 
And when they stop laughing, they 
will, at least, feel relieved to be then- 
selves, and start to find their own 
role models. 

Actually, now I come to think of 
it, I might have hit on the reason 
Lady Jay was appointed to head up 
the Women's Unit in the first place. 


yi\.> 
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The New Centre exdudes nobody 


f FOR THE first time in 
the federal Republic’s 
history the electorate 
have with their direct 
votes brought about a change 
of government. They have au- 
thorised the Social Democrats 
and the Greens to lead Ger- 
many into the neri millennium. 
Ibis change is a manifestation 
of democratic normality and of 
a greater democratic self- 
awareness. We can be proud 
that the people have rejected 
xenophobic tendencies. 

WC shall have to modernise 
government and industry, 
restore and underpin social 
justice, develop the European 
house economically, socially 
and politically in such a way 
that the common currency 
will be successful press ahead 
with restoring Germany’s 
inner unity, and above all 
ensure that unemployment 
is reduced, that easting jobs 
are preserved and new ones 
created. 

For this we need new 
companies, new products, new 
markets. We need faster 
inn o vati on, better training, and 
tax and contribution policies 
which take the strain offlaboun 
This government will face up 
to this problem. And it will 


mobilise the country’s creative 
energies. 

Government action must be 
more accurately geared to our 
objectives' and be made more 
economically efficient The 
misuse of public fends must be 
stopped. We will concentrate 
subsidies and soda! benefits 
more than hitherto on the 
genuinely needy 

We said we did not want to 
do everything differently but 
to do many things better. We 
aim to reunite society, to 
overcome the country's deep 
social geographic, conceptual 
and cultural divisions. We will 
make a determined effort to 
modernise Germany and foster 
internal unity. This chang e of 
government is also a change 
of generation in the life of 
our nation. 

Our country is now b eing 
increasingly shaped by a 
generation who have had no 
direct experience of the Second 
World War. It would be dan- 
gerous to interpret this as 
abandoning our historical 
responsibility. Every genera- 
tion leaves a mortgage for 
posterity. No one can Haim to 
be exonerated because they 
wots born after the Nazi terror 

Maqy of us were involved in 



PODIUM 

GERHARD 
SCHRODER 
From a speech setting 
out policy priorities by 
the German Chancellor 
to the Bundestag 


the civil-rights movements of 
the Seventies and Eighties. 

This generation upholds the 
tradition of public spirit and 
individual courage. They have 
grown up rebelling against 
authoritarian structures. Now 
it is they and with them the 
nation, who are called upon to 
form a new political covenant, 
to do away with the stagnation 
into which the previous 
government led our country. 

We are putting in their place 


a policy designed to encourage 
people to assume greater 
responsibility for their actions. 
This is what we mean by the 
New Centre. Wie will pursue 
this course on the basis of 
partnership. 

Our most urgent and griev- 
ous problem continues to be 
mass unemployment It leads 
to emotional distress and the 
collapse of social structures. It 
deprives some of hope and 
fills others with fear. In addi- 
tion, it is costing the country 
170 billion marks a year The 
government is fully aware that 
one of the mam reasons for 
its election is that it is expect- 
ed to take effective steps to 
reduce unemployment 

We are facing up to this 
challenge. The tax reform we 

will he starting in the next few 

days will be the first step. We 
won’t spend another 16 years 
discussing the need for such 
reforms or the pros and cons 
for the interest groups. We wiD 
actually carry out the tax 
reform. 

We shall immediately 
embark on the path of ecolog- 
ical tax reform. By doing so we 
are carrying out a long overdue 
reversal of policy. Nature and 
energy as finite and thus 


scarce commodities wifl be 
made more expensive in order 
to make labour; of which there 
is plenty, cheaper. Let me 
repeat once again- the aim is 
not to tap another source of 
public revenue. Together with 
the energy industry and the 
environmental associations we 
shall be looking for new ways 
of supplying the country with 
energy. Nuclear energy is 
socaafly unacceptable. We wfll 
therefore phase it out in an 
orderty fashion. 

lb achieve a just reform of 
bur welfare state, our guiding 
principle will be this: the- 
welfare state will be judged sot 
by tiie trillions that are spent on 
it but tty the quality of tiie 
service it gives to the citizen. 

The New Centre excludes 
nobody. It represents solidari- 
ty and innovation, enterprise 
and civic spirit, ecological 

responsibility and leaders who 
see themselves as modem 
managers of opportunity. 

This opportunity to build a 
modern Europe based on a 
social market economy and 
ecological responsibility is one 
we will boldly accept 

We are not making ft 
promises that cannot / 
be kept- / 
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The betrayal of feminism 



Yvonne 

Roberts 

If Baroness Jay has no 
wish to he identified with 
the century's transforming 
force, who gives a toss? 


ONE RESPONSE!, of course, would 
be to turn it into a verb. To jay: to 
rat on the influences that have 
helped to mate you what you are. 
So when Baroness Margaret Jay, 
the government’s Women's Minis- 
ter; denies that she is a feminist 
(sending out a clear signal to as- 
piring New Labour female MPs, 
that they should best do likewise), 
you could politely suggest that she 
has jayed on her past 

The Baroness has since clarified 
her position further “hi politics, fem- 
inism is seen as negative, com- 
plaining about things, it’s perceived 
to be about separateness, putting up 
a brick wall between men and 
women. I don't think you have to be 
negative like that.." 

I guess that musthave been the 
kind of negativism that has 
spawned a thousand and one active 
self-help groups across the i nland 
urged change in recruitment prac- 
tices in any number of professions 
so that talent isn't ignored just be- 
cause it happens to be female. Or 
perhaps it’s the negativism winch 
-inspired by the beHefthat democ- 
racy is abort representation -cam- 
paigned for quotas for women so 
that over 100 females are now in the 
Commons? And is that the “sepa- 
rateness” which has fuelled women 
activists who argue that father- 
hood should mean much more than 
being a wage-earner? 

What has really struck home 
about the views expressed over the 
past few days, a chorus echoing 
Baroness Jay, is just their old- 
fashionedness. Bring out the psy- 
chedelic flares and step into my 
time machine. Feminism is 
shunned because it’s, seen as 
whingeing, man-hating, a training 
ground for harridans. All quite 
right too - back in the Sixties and 
Seventies. 

In New Ybrk then, Cell 16, one off- 
shoot of the sisterhood, argued 
with great subtlety that women 
were essentially good, and men 
rotten. Pretty clothes, heterosexu- 
al sex and lipstick identified you as 
a collaborator Well, they didn't 
come more collaborative than me, 
aged 20, blinded by false eyelashes 
and desperate to be deflowered. I 
didn't agree with Cell 16 and the 
other “extremists", but their very 






Baroness Jay right, with Clare Short and Margaret Beckett: the opportunity to do something triumphant, feminist or not 


raHraftro mapp ing think ahrn itttiA 

issues they raised. 

No matter what the advertise- 
ments flo gging domesticity and 
skin creams told us - “She’s En- 
gaged! She's Lovely! She uses 
Pond's!" - there had to be more to 
life than complete dependency on 

a man and a cnmplmnn Klcp sfllc_ 
Again, all men might not be rapists, 
but as research has since con- 
firmed some of the “nicest” and 
most distinguished men (eg Arthur 
Koestler) can and do force them- 
selves violently on women without 
comeback. Feminism wouldn't have 
been born again, if we hadn't had 
those “harridans" to act at the 
time as midwife. 

fbrtyyears ago, a manual. What 
Makes WbmenBuy, became ahnge 
hit in the USA. It explained that if 
you wanted to sell to “the weaker 
sex" you had to realise that, among 
other issues, “Women's bone struc- 
ture... overwhdmingfy leads her to- 
wards more passive interests and an 
inward life." She also “has a strong 
tendency to irrational beliefs". I - 
and Margaret Jay -grew up in that 
culture, as did Susan J Douglas, au- 
thor of Where the Gtris Are. 

“Whatever tins category ‘woman’ 
was,” she writes, “I didn't want a 
part of it It meant you’d be... 
ridiculed as dumb yet overbearing, 
incompetent yet scheming and friv- 


olous yet dangerous... It seemed as 
if we had onfy two choices: sink or 
organise a mutiny " 

So mutiny we did. The irony of 
this week's apostasy is that the rea- 
sons to espouse feminism now are 
for richer and more indusfvB. In 
short, Baroness Jay could have 
turned her moment erf betrayal into 
something positively triumphant — 
and very New Labour 
She could have said that femi- 
nism is not only alive and well, it’s 
biggest success has been under the 
present government For the first 
time, the so called politics of the 
kitchen table is being recognised as 
a central part of strategy; the man- 
made divisions between the private 
family and public areas of work and 
the economy are being broken 
down. Tony Blair and co, prefer to 
call this “holistic government” and 
‘^dned-up policy making” and that’s 
fine by me - but feminism is what's 
printed right through the centre of 
this particular stick of rock. 

Feminism and capitalism have 
long since joined in unholy matri- 
mony. Women need their own in- 
come; employers require labour 
What New Labour is beginning to 
realise is that if it doesn't broker a 
fairer deal between the two - all of 
society pays a price. In acknowl- 
edging this. New Labour isn’t pan- 
dering to women (their votes, after 


all, r emain crucial to future victo- 
ries). It is also heeding that the 
landscape that men inhabit is 
changing too 

On Monday the Wamen’s Unit is- 
sued a bundle of research on men 
and women’s attitudes to various is- 
sues. It’s intention was to illustrate 
tbe differences. In fact, what strikes 
most is tiie growing convergence of 
views on issues such as health, un- 
employment and the economy. 
“Women's issues" are rightly now 
seen as human issues; the male and 
female experience, in many areas, 
is beginning to overlap in a way un- 
known before. 

Women have moved into the 
male world of work and while 6 mil- 
lion adults are carers, 40 per cent 
are male. Furthermore, 150,000 
lone-parent families are headed by 
fathers, and house-husbands are a 
growing minority. The quicker these 
numbers incr eas e, the foster the 
speed of change. 

So, if much of politics is already 
being feminised, where’s the beef? 
If the outcomes are moving in the 
right direction, who cares about the 
label? If Baroness Jay has no wish 
to be identified with one of tbe 
major transforming forces of this 
century if she's defensive and dis- 
missive, who gives a toss so long as 
we see results? WfeU, results are pre- 
cisely the point While the cha nge 


in society has been monumental, 
the game is still that women work 
and men still rule. Feminism’s en- 
deavour is to maintain vigilance 
so the game does eventually be- 
come fairer. 

Contrary to what many seem to 
believe in tbe current F-wake, fem- 
inism is also dynamic. Its terms and 
definitions, always vague, continue 
to adapt and customise. W hat hag 
a higher priority in the UK - child 
care for mstanrp - has no priority 
at all in the Third World where 
women and children fight hardest 
simply for survival, in Britain too, 
the prime point of recruitment has 
altered. Thirty years ago, from the 
momentyou were aware of yourself 
as a woman you also tasted injus- 
tice- certain jobs, abortion and all 
mortgages were out of bounds. 

In the 1990s. millions of young 
women say they live life on equal 
terms with the lads. (Unless they 
happen to appear in court in which 
case they’re twice as likely to be 
sent to prison; or unless they come 
up against the company's resident 
dirty old man and discover that sex- 
ual harassment is seen as a bit of 
joke - but these are not universal 
experiences, so many, many fe- 
males can say, Tm all right, Jfll," 
and stuff the sisterhood.) 

The feminist wake-up call in the 
Nineties comes later when the av- 


Rui Xavier 

erage girl on the go becomes a 
mother who still has to earn. Or sur- 
vive with a family on benefits. 
(Tougher still if your skin is black 
or brown.) Graffiti popular in the 
Seventies read: “Women mil never 
be the equals of men.” It was also 
common to fold the following addi- 
tion: “That's all right We were hop- 
ing for something better" 

Equality to me, in the Nineties, 
is a moronic idea in a society which 
cries out for radical change, not 
least in the redistribution of income 
and the creation of work. Equal in 
what? In poverty, unemployment 
self-destruction? 

“The something better” for me, 
as a feminist fa the creation of a sys- 
tem which allows women and men 
to make the most of themselves and 
their children. It means setting 
aside prejudices about gender to 
which society still holds dear It 
means encouraging self-worth, 
valuing the role of caring. It means 
the right to a decent income. And 
it means honesty about the cultur- 
al and biological differences be- 
tween the sexes, so these 
differences are used to construct a 
society which enhances instead of 
hinders women and men. That’s 
feminism. It might even be New 
Labour Well wait and see. 

There now; would that have been 
so hard for Baroness Jay to say? 
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The senior adviser 
to Christian Aid 
responds to a recent 
article by 
Diane Coyle 

HYSTERICAL OR gasping for 
breath? Central America's 
disaster requires a radical re- 
think on solving the econom- 
ic problem s of poor countries. 
For from the hysteria sug- 
gested by Diane Coyle, linking 
aid and debt relief fa essential 
to achieve the central objective 
of the Government's interna- 
tional development policy. 

People die in disasters 
often because they are poor 
and have to live in environ- 
mentally vulnerable areas, 
such as coastal regions. Over 
one billion people live like 
this, at the whim of storm 
surges and tidal waves. It fa 
hard to build homes in Nica- 
ragua and Honduras equipped 
to withstand nature while they 
pay $221 million and $564 
million in foreign debt service 
respectively each year. 

The first objective, in pre- 
venting future tragedies, fa to 
lift people out of poverty so 
that, in future, so many don't 
hare to be lifted out of mud and 
flood water. To do this the 
British Government is hacking 
a set of international devel- 
opment targets. These indude 
halving the number of people 
living on less than £1 per day 
and the provision of universal 
primary education by 2015. 

Neither foreign investment 
nor growth under their ap- 
palling economic forecasts 
will generate sufficient re- 
sources for the heavily in- 
debted countries to meet the 
2015 targets. Christian Aid be- 
lieves that properly organised 
debt relief could contribute sig- 
nificantly Tb meet health and 
education targets, Tanzania 
would need a 100 per cent cut 
in debt service; the same fa 
true for Malawi, currently ex- 
cluded from debt relief talks. 

The World Bank and the 
rich creditor nations, including 
Britain, are all committed to 
the 2015 targets. The chal- 
lenge is whether a piece of the 
new economic architecture 
can be built that will put a solid 
roof over everyone's head. 
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Unheard witnesses of war 


“AGE SHALL not weary them /nor the 

years condemn" was the traditional 
consolation for the doomed youth of 
a war that ended 80 years ago this 
week. But what of those who lived on, 
and still do, into their late nineties and 
v early centuries to tdl their stories? In 

•# this skilful collection, which accom- 
panies a BBCi series that continues 
this Sunday, Richard van Emden and 
Steve Humphries have t apped OU T fas- 
cinatio n with their dual Survival. 

First, the veterans lived through a 
militar y nightmare that left so many 

of iheir contemporaries dead, then into 
to an extended old age so for beyond 

the Biblical three score years and ten 

that they appear now as witnesses al- 
most beyond time. 

down outside the usual vet- 
erans’ networks, many of the sifoj^ts 

echo lQi-year-okl George Louth, who 
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says: “I blanked out the war and only 
once spoke about it from 1918 to 
1990." The oral history that now em- 
erges has a fresh-corked immediacy, 
les s prone to the reworking that at- 
tends the repeated retelling of mem- 
ories. Robot Burns, born 1895, still 
feels tbe impact of the Kitchener 
poster on him as an 18 -year-old in 


d^ails weak. Eke those in an Alan Ben- 
nett monologue, to revivify the grotes- 
queries of the Western Front He 
racalls: “The kilts we wore were pleat- 
ed and the Gee got into the pleats, hun- 
dreds of IbenL.. When you dug a hole, 
you put the kilt in and covered it over 
with the sofl. 

“ff you left it for a couple ofhours. . . 


Glasgow. “No matter where you went ytm’dfind nearly all tbe lice gone. The 
it seemed to be pointing at you per- other inserts had eaten the lice”. 

— - ml T. I Ti ■ Can ■ in 


sonalty " he says. 

Elsewhere spare, matterof-fect 


FRIDAY POEM 


THE THIRD WOMAN 

BY NJCKI JACKOWSKA 

One was sleek and white and curled 
round his legs on a Sunday night 

and cupped his twisty heart like a twin 
to her own, and put her loving in. 

IWo was tall and measured him up 
for her days of marching round the loving-cup. 

S he sliced and boned and sfit and scored 

and kept Iris heart in a cupboard stored. 

Three was Wack and three was red 

throe was a witch beneath the bed. 

Sometimes a saint, sometimes a whore 
ofngtwg in his bones far evermore. 

ms "Vs n**<*** 5) 
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The book’s power also comes from 
reaching parts of First Wbrid War tes- 
timony that others have not - the 
memories of women as Home Front 
or battle-fine nurses, as munitions 
workers, or shelled as children in 
Hartlepool by German battle cruisers 
in December 1914. Other voices con- 
jure upan attack insidea tank: “a flock 
haze of petrol and gas and cordite 
fames _ eight men cooped up with no 
air. a sudden drop was fattening, .. 
we were fiill of bruises". 

Or, during a hospital recovery: 
“The gas began buraingite way out of 
my chest, forcing bits of rib through 
the skin ._ an open wound which the 
doctors had c o n st ant ly to syringe”. 

Then there is the surreal encounter 
of a Tommy PoW with a German offi- 
ce*; who asks in the King's English? 
“Where are y ou from?” “London.” “So 
am L I was at college there, but they 
brought me home- nowftn in this lot” 

Veterans also confirms a sense of 
humanity that had its origins in 1914- 
18 , and was not just a product of post- 
war dfafflnrion. ffinetyyEaprtd Emma 
Cussotfs mother was riddled with 
shrapnel from the Hartlepool bom- 
bardment But when a Zeppelin was 



The First World War veteran Robert Burns, then and now BBC 


downed - “and dad said to my mum, 
‘Come and have a look at this,' - she 
said, “No. I couldn't. They're some- 
body’s lads aren’t they?"' 

Andrew Downie’s memories of a 
young German prisoner breaks out an 
intense heartache, Still tender and raw 
after 80 years: “Only 16, his hip had 
been shot away ... The fellows were giv- 
ing him chocolate... There was an at- 
mosphere of love, he wasn't the eneiqy 
then, he was amotheris son... Poor fit- 
tie soul, he died on the way down." 

Humphries and Emden describe 
their interviewees as “privileged and 
amused to have survived for so long”. 
It fa only in the more openly demon- 
strative climate of recent years that 
many of them have lifted tbe curtain 
on tbesr Great Whremotions. This finks 
with our need to make sense of what 
Eric Hobsbawm has called the short 
20th century framed at both ends by 
tragedies in Sarajevo. 

Wb see in that 1914-18 experience 
both an intensity and innocence that 
we have lost, and a black-humoured 
knowingness that we all now share. 


As we question our personal and na- 
tional identities in a postmodern cul- 
ture where so much of life is in 
inverted commas, the veterans of this 
book act as Janus-fared mediums 
between two worlds. They do justice 
to tiie memory of comrades, but some 
are able also to see their own ghosts. 
Here is Norman Coffins, still mystically 
close to his Lewis-gunner pal (a VC 
winner killed in 1917) after looking at 
hfa gravestone: “I have a lovely picture 
and there I am standing looking down, 
and Sergeant Meikie is young bones, 
of course, still youngbones, and there 
I am, nearly a hundred, stanefing on 
top -very brittle bones with plenty of 
pain in them. Who had the better life?" 

Colins and his fellow witnesses can 
stand at ease. Thsy haw been neither 
wearied nor condemned by the 80 
years - rather: like Ezekiel in the Old 
Testament, their words have brought 
the plain fiill of dry bones to life. 

Gordon marsden 

Th eremeoer, MPfaBkickpoolSouth, 
is a former editor qf ‘History 1 Map’ 
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Svetlana 


Beriosova 


AS A Royal Ballet School student, 
Lynn Seymour wrote to her moth- 
er in 1954. “Beriosova is only 22 and 
began dancing at the Garden three 
years ago. She is very aristocratic- 
looking and I can hardly wait to see 
her dance." When she did, she 
found her breathtaking and radiant. 

Many ballerinas were inspired by 
Svetlana Beriosova; audiences and 
critics enthused over heeyfet she was 
to remain rather elusive as a public 
figure This was partly due to a nat- 
ural reticence: of all the young up- 
wardly mobile ballerinas in the 
company, she was probably the least 
extrovert and least pusMy ambffious. 

It is tempting to see in this a sense 
of her being on the outside. Born in 
Kaunas, Lithuania, in 1932, she was 
to live her childhood as a foreigner 
in different lands. Her father, Nich- 
olas Beriosoy was a dancer of Russ- 
ian origin (later a ballet master and 
choreographer universally known as 
“Papa Beriosova who had trained in 
Prague and in 1930 became a dancer 
at the ritfinanian state Opera, In 
1935 he joined Rend Blum's Ballets 
de Monte Carlo and moved his wife 
and daughter to Monte Carlo. 

When in 1936 Blum's company 
gave a London summer season, Ber- 
iosova went to a kindergarten school 
in Soha which meant that she began 
to learn English, besides speaking 
Russian at home, and French. The 
company toured widely (later be- 
coming the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlos but Beriosova mostly lived 
with her mother in Paris. 

When the Second World War 
started and the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo moved to the United 
States, Beriosova and her mother fol- 
lowed. Then aged seven, Beriosova 
had already received some ballet in- 
struction from her father but in New 
York her professional tr aining began 
in earnest with Anatole Vflzak and 
his wife Lu dmilla Schollar. 

They were graduates of the Russ- 
ian Imperial Ballet School, and had 
been in Sergei Diaghilev's Ballets 
Russes. Schollar was respected for 
her knowledge of repertoire and her 
musical! ty; VQzak encouraged, an 
American critic wrote, k a relaxed 
and eloquent sense of line" - a 
quality that was to emerge in 
Beriosova's dancing. 

Beriosova’s mother died in 1942. 


She began to make occasional 
appearances in child-roles with the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. She 
made her professional debut in 
1947, dancing with the Ottawa Bal- 
let in The Nutcracker and Les Sylr 
phides. When, the same year; her 
father returned to Europe to 
enter the Cuevas Grand Ballet de 
Monte Carlo, she joined too. as an 
apprentice dancer 

She came to Britain in 1943, danc- 
ing with the short-lived Metropoli- 
tan Ballet until their closure in 1949. 
During that time she was recognised 
already for a highly individual style, 
although only a “baby ballerina”. She 
created leading rol.es in Frank 
Staff's FhnriuUa deUe rose and 
John Iferas’s Design with Strings , 
and danced Odette in Swan Lake 
Act 2 and the Bluebird poa de deux 
of The Sleeping Beauty. As the 
Street Dancer in LConide Massine’s 
LeBeau Danube she revealed a gift 
for comedy that was underused in 
her later career. 

One impressed spectator was the 
Royal Bank’s director: Ninette delfa- 


‘ Everything about 
her dancing is 
rich and generous 
and grand s 


lois. In her 1957 autobiography Come 
Dance With Me, de Valois writes: 


One day in the foyer of Covent Garden 
I metayoung girl with her father: I have 
seen her dance elsewhere and noted that 
such poetry of motion and feeling was 
rare in one so young. .. The personal- 
ity is the same in private life; I hoped so 
much that one day she would be with us. 


Beriosova joined deWois’s sub- 
sidiary company, Sadler's Wells 
Theatre Ballet, as a principal in 1950. 
She was considered a valuable ac- 
quisition. “All the same," the critic 
Kathrine Soriey Walker believes, 
“she would never totally fit into 
such a closely integrated group. 
Her talent and approach were so im- 
usual that she would always remain 
to a certain extent an outsider" 
George Balanchine created the 



‘Gerrup. Tha’s makkin’ an exhibition o’ thissen’ Hutton Getty 


ELLIS ROBINSON was the last link 
with Yorkshire County Cricket 
Club's near-invintibies of the 1930s. 

He had a strong frame, sufficient 
height to win bounce, and long fin- 
gers imparting sharp spin. Yfere he 
a 25-year-old off-break bowler today 
he would probably be first-choice 
spinnerfor England; in fact he never 
played in a Test match, losing his 
best years to the Second Wsrid War 

He was also a more than useful 
left-handed batsman and a brilliant 
dose field, taking 266 first-dass 
catches, some of them sensational 

His Christian ni|n,p<! , Ellis Pem- 
broke, derived from his mother; a 
cockney housemaid who served a 
Camb ridgeshir e family called Effig 
Pembroke Merry. “My mum had 
pfeyed cricket on Parker's Piece, 
where Jack Hobbs had played, and 
I cant remember when I didn’t play 
the game," he told Nigel PuDan in 
an interview in 1994. 

As he was bom m Denaby Robin- 
son’s Yorkshire qualification was 
never in doubt and it was from toe 
local dub that he was sent to Bra- 
mall Lane, Sheffield, for George 
Hirst to cast an eye upon a promis- 
ing wicketkeeper batsman “There 
was no room to keep wicket so, anx- 
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leading role of Trumpet Concerto 
(1950) on her and Frederick Ashton 
used her fine line as the Snow Queen 
in his 1951 version of CasseNoisette 
( The Nutcracker ). She was a deli- 
ciously humorous Swanilda in Cop- 
p&ia. Even so. Soriey Walker says: 

It became increasingly apparent that, 
jritlwi g h technically she had an unfafl- 


cal power; in interpretation she 
depended greatly m the amount of self- 
confidence she could End from the 
encouragement of outside a p pr o va l, 
something that could release the excep- 
tional emotional qualities that were very 
deeply buried within hec Even in the late 
years of her dancing career I often felt 
that, could she be given at the start at a 
ballet the ovation that 0eeted her at cur- 
tain fell, she would nave been snffi- 


out more completely. She seemed to 
lack the toughness that can allow an 
artist to express herself to the fuD in 
spite of uflhelpfiil circumstances and 


In the summer of 1952 she danced 
The Sleeping Beauty’s Lilac Faiiy 
with the Royal Ballet (then called toe 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet) and a few 
months later became a permanent 
member; from 1955 as a principal. 
She danred Copp&ia, Swan Lake, 
The Sleeping Beauty and Giselle. 
She created the central role in John 
Cranko’s The Shadow (1953); the 
heroine. Princess Belle Rose, of his 
Prince qf the Pagodas 0957); and the 
title part of his Antigone (1959). 

She danced Ashton’s Sylvia, Cin- 
derefla and Ondine. She created the 
leading part in his chic RuiaZdo and 
Armida (1955). She declaimed (in 
French) Andre Gide's poetry in 
Ashton’s experimental Perse&hone 
0961) and at a 1962 gala danced a 
Raymonds pas de deux with Don- 
ald MacLeaxy which Ashton made 
for the occasion. Reviewing toe lat- 
ter Tinian Moore wrote: “She is a 
glorious dancec Moving with regal 
poise, unhurried in the hastiest 
measures, she bears no resem- 
blance to any other ballerina. Every- 
thing about her dancing is rich and 
generous and grand.’' 

She was fairly tan fora dancer and 
these qualities of majesty serenity 
and expansiveness are the ones 
most often invoked in reviews of her 
ifanring They "were also the quali- 
ties underlined by the variation 
Ashton made on her in Birthday Of- 
fering eight years earlier, celebrat- 



Probably the least extrovert and least poshfly ambitions of ballerinas: Beriosova in 1956 


ing both the Royal Ballet's Silver Ju- 
bilee and the individual talents of the 
company's seven ballerinas. 

Ashton went on to choreograph 
roles for her in Joz2 Calendar and 
Enigma Variations (both 1968). 
Kenneth MacMillan emphasised 
her pure-dance beauty in Le Bais- 
er de la fie (1960) and Diversions 
(1961), as did ballets by Balanchine. 

When Bronislavs NJjinska mount- 
ed hCT masterpieces, Les Biches and 
Les Noces, in 1964 and 1966 respec- 
tively, on the Royal Ballet, she 
coached Beriosova in her own role 
of the Hostess in Les Biches. In Les 
Noces. Stravinsky’s harsh, atavistic 
account of a Russian wedding, Be- 
rio6ova was the Bride, apart with tit- 
tle dancing. Yet by her movements 
and her facial expressions, she be- 


came the focal point of the ballet’s 
group architecture. 

Even so her career will perhaps 
be most assodated with the classics 
- as Aurora, Giselle, Odette-OcQe - 
where her expansive shapes and 
smooth fluency could come to toe 
fore. Talking about tarfding these 
roles, she said: “I think it’s better if 
you've really lived, seen toe harsh- 
er side of Life, if you've been hurt, if 
you’ve cried a little, if you've laughed 
a lot, if you’ve loved a lot" 

She was said to be unhappy in her 
private life. She portrayed toe Tsa- 
rina in MacMillan's new, extended 
version of Anastasia (1971), but by 
then was Hanning less, through in- 
jury or illness- She retired from the- 
stage in 1975, then made something 
of a comeback coaching on stage in 


Ellis Robinson 


ious to impress Mr Hirst, I bowled 
a few quick leg-breaks and googlies.” 

He must have registered with 
Hirst foe when invited to the winter 
shed at Headingley he was told to 
forget his leg-breaks - there would 
be no room in the team with HecDey 
Verity starting his reign - and con- 
centrate on bowling off-breaks, as 
George Macaulay was coming dose 
to the end of his career. 

Robinson made his Yorkshire 
dd>ut at Worcester in 1934, taking 
4-31 and watching the 1 8-year-old 
Len Hutton reach 196, his first cen- 
tury. Not until 1937, when be took 78 
wickets at an average of 22, could 
Robinson consider himself a first- 
team player, he followed with 104 
wickets in 1938, then 120 before 
spending six years to toe RAF. 

He was given a Tfest trial in 1946 
(149 wickets) and beheved he should 
have been included in WaHy Ham- 
mond's team to Australia that fol- 
lowing winter “I turned the ball more 
than most off-spinners [he spent 
much of Us career bowfing round toe 
wicket] and I think I would have 
been effective in Australia." Ian 
Johnson, Australia’s premier off- 
spinner, sought Robinson's advice 
when touring England in 1948. 


As a batsman, following a strong 
order Robinson’s normal brief was 
to score quickly He lifted Claude 
Lewis, a Kent left-arm spinner (and 
later county scorer), on to and over 
the roof of the football stand at 
Headingley, put Dick Howarth 
(Worcestershire) out of Park Avenue, 
Bradford and into Horton Park, and 
JohnqyClay (Glamorgan) out of the 
Arms Park, Cardiff. 

He usually fielded at first slip with 
the dour Arthur Mitchell alongside, 
a partnership that produced a shay 
that will live with Robinson’s mem- 
ory. Before a packed crowd at Head- 
ingley, he took a one-handed catch 
that involved a leap, a dive and 
ended with a double somersault As 
Robinson struggled to his feet grin- 
ning and holding the ball hi g h, the 
ground rose, only fra- Mitchell - 
“grim as a piece of stone from Baii- 
don Moor” according to Herbert 
Sutcliffe -to mutter from the side of 
his month: “GOTUp. Tha’s makkin’ 
an exhibition o’ thissen." 

Robinson spent most of his play- 
ing career under the autocratic and 
aggressive Brian Sellers, who won 
six championships in eight seasons. 
“I got a rollicking in my first match 
for putting my foci on the balL In toy 


first season, my spinning finger was 
so worn it was bleeding hut Mr Sell- 
ers said I had to keep going and 
bowled me into the wind all day.” (In 
that match, bowling at Bristol, 
Robinson took 2-168, Hammond 

making 143 J 

“You were only paid if you played 
and I was never sure of my place. 
As an uncapped player 1 got £7 or £8 
a match but bad to pay my own 
travel and hotel expenses." 

By 1949, with a new wave of play- 
ers emerging, including Fred True- 
man and Brian Close, Robinson 
was released to spend three sum- 
mers with Somerset, taking 102 
wickets in 1951 and persisting in 
wearing his old. faded white rose cap. 

He continued to live in Canis- 
bo rough, next to the Piantagenet 
castle, and resumed his links with 
the Denaby club. He was properly 
honoured by Yorkshire by being 
made an Honorary Life Member of 
toe dub in 1982. He was dressing to, 
play golf when be died. 


Derek Hodgson 


EUis Pembroke Robinson, crick- 
eter: bom Denaby, Yorkshire 10 
August 1911; died Conisborough, 
Yorkshire 10 November 1998. 


Gillian 

Steel 


Maina Gielgud's demonstration 
show Steps, Notes and Squeaks, in 
1978 and 1980. She was an out- 
standing teaches a gift which the 
Royal Ballet foiled to exploit 
Donald MacLeaiy, her regular 
stage partner; remembers her ex- 
quisite Imp and Haggling smile . "It 
was difficult to return her kind- 
ness," he says, “as she was a very 
strong and independent person. She 
loved books, painting, children and 
animals.” 


Nadine Meisner 


Svetlana Beriosova, ballerina; 
bom Kaunas. Lithuania 24 Sep- 
tember 1932; married 1959 
Mohammed Masud Khan (died 
1989; marriage dissolved 1974); 
died London 10 November 1998. 


IT is only recently that it has been 
easier for women to combine 
high achievement in the adminis- 
trative Civil Service with bringing 
up a family. Gillian Sted accom- 
plished this, though in her case, at 
the cost of taking a long break- is 

years - in the middle of her eareec 

She always enjoyed her dvU ser- 
vice work. for more for the satisfac- 
tion it gave her, than for its material 
rewards. But faced with toe woman’s 
familiar dilemma of how to reconcile 
work with maternity she put 
responsibilities to her children first 

Gillian Wannan, as she then was, - a 
hadjoined toe Board rfTrade in * 

one of a number of clever young 
women in the Fifties who quickly 
made their mark in the Civil Sendee 
She had gone up to Girton College, 
Cambridge, from Surbiton Girls' 

High School and. after obtaining a 
first in Economics at Cambridge, 
spent a year at Raddiffe. Massa- 
chusetts, where she took a farther 
degree in Economics. 

As an Assistant Principal at the 
Board of Trade she served on UK 
delegations handling negotiations on 
tariff reductions under the General 
Agreement on Thrifts and Itade j 
(Gatt), then in the TVeasuiy Eco- j 
n omi c Section and subsequently as i 
private secretary to toe board's Per- 1 
manent Secretary. She was pro- 1 
moted to Principal around the time 
of the UK’s first attempt, with Ed- 
ward Heath as chief negotiator, to £ 
join the European Economic Com- 
munity. Gillian Steel worked on this i 
and when it proved abortive was then 
involved in the formation of the Eu- 
ropean Free Trade Area (Efta). 

In 1962 she had married a fellow 
civil servant David Steel and on the 
birth of their first child, James, in 
1968 Gillian determined to devote 
herself to full-time motherhood and 
resigned from the service. This she 
enjoyed rather more than she ex- 
pected and she devoted all her en- 
thusiasm and abilities to toe task of 
bringing up her son. 

It wasn't long, however; before she 
was persuaded to do some occa- 
sional work for the Civil Service Se- 
lection Board, at first from home, 
marking examination papers and as- J 

sessing and commenting on candi- ^ 
dates. She then became part of the 1 
interviewing panel which met for j 



The woman's familiar dilemma 


Mary Millar 


PLAYING HYACINTH Bucket’s 
man-mad younger sister Rose in 
the situation comedy Keeping Up 
Appearances made Mary Millar’s 
face familiar to millions after years 
of success in stage musicals, such 
as The Phantom qf Vie Opera in toe 
West End and Camelot with 
Richard Burton on Broadway, and 
supporting Stanley Baxter and 
Dick Emery in their television 
entertainment shows. 

She took over the role of tarty 
Rose from Shirley Stelfox at the 
start of the second series of Keep- 
ing Up Appearances and provided 
a foil to Patricia Rouiledge’s pre- 
tentious. social -climbing Hyacinth. 
Rose lived in a council house with 
her married elder sister Daisy, 
played by Judy Cornwell who was 
also an embarassment to the 
woman who was obsessed with eti- 
quette and breeding, and insisted 


that her surname was pronounced 
“Bouquet". 

The cometty, by toe Last qf die 
Summer Wine writer Roy Clarke, 
was one of the most succeed of the 
Nineties and Millar was 55 when she 
took over the part, travelling to the 
audition oo a London Tube train, 
wearing a mini-skirt she had bought 
specially. 

However; playing to an audience 
was something that came natural- 
ly to the Sheffield-born actress 
whose parents, Horace and Irene 
Wetton, were singers. Although orig- 
inally planning to become a stable 
hand because of her love of animals, 
Millar - who adopted her stage 
namp \jy rearran ging her mother’s 
maiden name, Mellor - followed 
her parents into show business at 
the age of 16 by landing toe role of 
principal girl in a Babes in the Wood 
pantomime at the Empire Theatre, 


Sheffield 0.952), starring More- 
cambe and Wise. Wise recalls her as 
ra quiet, pretty young girl with a thin 
figure". Ayear lata; MOlar made her 
television debut in a show called 
Those Were the Days. 

After touring as Margot in The 
Desert Song (1957, 1959) and Mary 
in Old Chelsea U9S8>, she was cho- 
sen to understudy Julie Andrews in 
Camelot (i960) at the Majestic The- 
ater; New York, and, as a result, ap- 
peared as Guinevere opposite 
Richard Burton. 

Millar made her West End debut 
as Cloris in Lock UpYbur Daughters 
(Her Majesty’s Theatre, 1962) and a 
string of musical roles followed, in- 
cluding Lydia Languish in All in 
Love (Mayfair Theatre, 1964), toe 
title role in Arm Veronica (Cam- 
bridge Theatre, 1969) and Poppy 
Dickie in Popkiss (Globe Theatre, 
1972). The actress also won praise 


when she took over as Barbara 
Jackson from Judi Dench in the 
straight play Pack of Lies (Lyric 
Theatre, 1984). 

One of toe highlig hts of Millar's 
stage career was playing Madame 
Giiy in the original West End pro- 
duction of Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
musical The Phantom of the Opera, 
at HerM^esty’s Theatre, alongside 
Michael Crawford and Sarah Bright- 
man_ Millar stayed in the show for 
fouryears and was noted by one Crit- 
ic for her "intensely sinister figure 
of a ballet mistress who arts as a 
stone-faced messenger between the 
Phantom and his victims”. Millar, 
who aiso played Sally in toe Euro- 
pean premiere of Stephen Sond- 
heim's Follies in Manchester later 
took part in toe original workshop 
production of Lloyd Webber’s 
Aspects of Love at Sydmonton. 

Last yean she joined the cast of 


Disney’s Beauty and die Beast, as 
Mrs Potts the teapot, and sang the 
musical’s love theme, but she was 
forced to leave last February 
through illness. 

Although best known on television 
as Rose inKeepmg Up Appearances 
(1991-95). MBlar made many screen 
appearances over the years. Her act- 
ing and singing talents were show- 
cased in Stanley Baxter and Dick 
Emery’s entertainment shows, as 
well as BBC2 productions of The 
Mikado, Ktipa- (me of the first pro- 
grammes to be broadcast in colour 
-andlolardhe. She also appeared in 
Rookery Nook. 

An active Christian, the actress 
performed An Evening With Mary 
Mdktr on several National Gospel 
tours, appeared in television pro- 
grammes such as Songs qf Praise 
and Secombe on Sunday , and trav- 
elled to Malawi to make a docu- 



Keeping up appearances 


mentary about the work of the 
charily World Vision. 


Anthony Hayward j 


three days about six times a year. 
Thus she was one of the people set- 
ting the pattern of who joined the 
Civil Sendee during toe 1970s, and 
influenced the composition of its 
present-day administrators. 

Her second child, Catherine, was 
born in 1973 and it wasn't until 
1984, soon after toe service had in- 
troduced a system of flexible work- 
ing largely to enccwrage toe return 
of married women with family re- 
sponsibilities who had experience at 
the Principal grade, that Gillian 
Steel returned part-time. While her 
first spell in toe service had largely 
been spent working on overseas 
commercial relations, in the second 
half of her career her duties were 
concerned with domestic issues. 

After working once more at the 
Board of Trade she moved to the 
Cabinet Office, where she was in- 
volved with new legislation about toe 
powers of toe Parliamentary Com- 
missioner for Administration (toe 
Ombudsman). 

In 1988 she returned to full-time - 
work and was promoted to the rank 
of Assistant Secretary She joined the 
staff of the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, where she was i^m 
leader on a number of tricky in- 
quiries, including those into news- 
paper distribution, David Sullivan’s 
wish to buy and control the Bristol 
Evening Post, petrol distribution 
and the supply of motor cars. 

Encouraged to work on beyond - 
the normal retirement age oF60, she 
stayed at work until 1996, when she 
looked forward to spending more 
time gardening, travelling- she was 

a keen walker -and studying French : 
Literature. But it wasn’t long before 
she learnt of the onset of cancer This 
she fought vigorously going into 
hospital just a few days before 
her death. 

Her son is now an economist at 
the freasuiy, while her daughter is 
^hortjy to become a j unio r lecturer 
in Classics at Glasgow University. 


Nigel Lloyd 


Mary Wetton (Mary Miliar), 
actress and singer, bom Doncask 
er 26 July 1936; married (one 
daughter); died London 10 
November 1998. 


Gmian Diana Jean Wannan, c tod 
servant: berm Hove, East Sussex 30 
September 1933; married 1962 
David Steel (one son, one daugh- 
ter); died London 18 October 1998. 


JUT?? HIM J 


w m mw M 




\****$m 


hu 











* * Kli t\\ % 


Gillia n 

Steel 


ti ,i. 


r. . 




- i.i i . 




i' 1 - 


;7 i j-,. 

j; 




• 1 ‘ l.v . 

■ CX 

■■ -is/H 

•MM... ‘*ft| 
'■ '■A-]’, 

Z^ e *'*k 

■ * “ a ’ , -'s!5; 

. ".'I* >«** 

.. sit*; 
• Z. " 1 ’’-ci 

"■.7^ 

' 1 i*!:br4 

•7:;t ^ 

■ J fcjj- 


' •■'r'-.aii 

r >‘i«* 
; The. 
• b 

• '•■ 

’■ v> - 
-iS ih* [•£„ 


\ • vi 5; 

■s: $ 







JHEFRIDAy REVIEW 

The independent 13 Nov^mh^ 1998 


Paul McKee 


SOPHISTICATED COMPUTER wiz- 
ardry, crystal dear graphics and slick 
professional presentation are now 

taken for granted whenever television 
concerns itself with the complex analy- 
as of election voting trends and pat- 
terns. But it took the lateral thinking 

and m^HlPmah/vril 1 m b 


to brmg them to the screen and make 
them a welcome and widely viewed 
aspect of today’s television schedule. 

Bob Mackenzie can lay claim to pa- 
ternity of the “Swingometer", but 
McKee was the undisputed father of 
modern-day election presentation with 
its refinements of instantaneous analy- 
®sand the perpetually setecorrecting 
“virtual House of Commons'’. The metb- 


and trends all over the world. 

Bom and brought up in Bradford, 
where he went to school at St Bede's 
Gra mma r; he went on to Imperial Col- 
lege, London, and graduated in Math- 
ematics. He was quick to plunge mtn the 
fast-developing computing scene with 
Engl i s h Electric where he made rapid 
progress to become general manager 
of computing services. 

His interest was diverted to television 
in the 1960s when he was one of a team 
of computer people enlisted to help ITN. 
Television then had a major problem 
dealing speedily with the torrents of sta- 
tistical election information pouring in 
from its increasingly powerful comput- 
ers. Frantic production teams, knee- 
deep in print-out paper; could barely 
keep pace with the information, let 
alone make it intelligible to viewers and 
sustain their interest into the early 
hours. But from 1964 onwards, with 
Peter Snow in front of the camera and 
David Nicholas behind the scenes, 
McKee’s sfamning new graphics opened 
up a new world of viewer-friendly 
psephoiogy. 

Playing a part akin to James Bond’s 
“Q”, McKee’s growing expertise and 
constant input made him increasingly 
indispensable and, in 1974, he joined FIN 
permanently as right-hand man to 
David Nicholas, where he was to an- 
ticipate many of the major industry 
chang es waiting in the wings. 

He continued to work on elections 
and made his greatest breakthrough in 
taming the feverish flow of information 
cm election night itself, hitting upon a 
way to transfer the fluctuating facts and 
figures on to the screen in an instant 
In de Bono fashion, he looked laterally 
and discovered a computer system 
used m, of all places, knitwear design 
that would lend itself to the problem at 
hand. Together with ITN engineers, 


vert this system into a method of mak- 
ing electoral analysis, trends and 
forecasts immediately acc essib le to 
the viewer And all of this from a man 
who never in his lifetime possessed a 
personal computer 
Throughout the 1970s and 1980s 
McKee played a pivotal role at TIN, 
adapting to the new technologies. He 
oversaw UN’s election analysis and 
opinion polls, and continuously honed 
its news service's computer graphics. 
His techniques gained international 
admiration. When the North American 
network NBC adapted them in the 
1970s they rechristened the technology 
“the ITN”. 

Such innovations sparked a new 
breed of camera-friendly statistical an- 
alyst The likes of Alastair Burnet, Peter 
Sissons and Feta 1 Snow were now able 
to blend their skflfol journalistic presen- 
tation with McKee’s applied technology. 
The television role for dusty academics 
on election night began to diminish and 
audiences responded accordingly. 

D uring thrs pwinri, hf» akn fo und tiwu» 

to produce a number of invaluable brief- 
ing books on elections, budgets and ref- 

er enrtiimgandhfflppdnq^atp 'ITfFB fii^ 

contract to supply news to Channel 4. 

In 1986 Paul Fox, then Managing Di- 
rector at Yorkshire Television, per- 
suaded McKee to come to Leeds to help 
the company get to grips with the fear- 
some changes in technology and work- 
ing practices facing ITY In this role, 

MpTTm» , « war mth ami fru^rirntwml tpial. 
Tfa'BR wnn friendship and admiration, par- 
ticularly for the way in winch he calmty 
and resolutely dealt with the a ppalling 
uman problems at YTV and within the 
industry as a whole. His compassionate 
approach won the minds and laid the 
mental backdoth for the changes that 
were to come. 

No matter how hard the going, he 
wouMsffl find time to pop into the news- 
room to lend a hand -especially when 
election night loomed. He epjpyed his 
work, but particularly enjoyed encour- 
aging those around him at Ybrkshire to 
make the most of their abilities. 

Respntafriniin the industrial hafflpfiriri 

came from sailing, and espedalty at the 
racecourse. By h^pyooinridence, his en- 
thnsiasm for turftfnot surf was shared 
by almost the entire YTV senior man- 
agement team. Staff soon learned it was 
pointless troubling them for decisions 
on St Leger day or during Ebor week. 

Pan! McKee's particular passion was 
steeplechasmg; indeed his horse Little 
Po lve i r was a Scottish National winner 
in 1987. Two years later it romped home 
in the Grand National too; as luck 



McKee was the 
undisputed father 
of modem election 
presentation, his 
graphics opening a 
new world of 
viewer-friendly 
psephoiogy . He 
played a part akin 
to James Bond's C Q 3 


would have it, onfy days after McKee had 
sold it Needless to say, his character- 
istic deep reserves of good-humour 
and resilience stood up to the merciless 
banter and good-natured leg-pulling 
which followed. 

From Yorkshire, he continued to de- 
velop his wide interests in computing 
and media, and advised the Government 
on the conduct of referendums. He 
marketed his experience across the 
world advising on news related pro- 
grammes. In the course of this, he de- 
veloped special attachments to the 
media interests of India, South Africa 
and, scarcely surprising in view of his 
solid Irish Catholic stock, Ireland. 

The advent trfleukaemia led to a long 
battle which progres siv ely began to 
take its toU But McKee was indefati- 


gable. Spotted at a funeral service for 
an industry colleague at the end of last 
yeas a somewhat pale and gaunt McKee 
recounted with relish his forthcoming 
projects - among them, the Irish ref- 
erendum, and a couple of months in 
steamy Bombay analysing the India?) 
election. All were duly to receive his 
undivided and untiring attention. 

Geoff Brownlee 

Paul McKee was more than a friend: 
he Was an inspiration and an anf-hrvr 

writes Peter Snow. 

He invented the election night graph- 
ics which gave me a new careen I was 
an ITN journalist: he was the cyber-king 
- inspired by a knitting programme he 
saw cm a compute - to create a quite new 
way of Illustrating bow people vote. 

Wfe formed a lasting friendship in the 
winter months of 1973 - hunched over 
a computei; raring to produce displays 
that would describe the outcome of Tfed 
Heath’s snap election of February 1974. 

I never believed I was going to be able 
to sit in a studio and forecast the result 
of every seat in the country on a com- 
puterised map after only a handful of 
results. But Paul made it happen: I 
remember our studio guests gaping at 
the screen in disbelief and ftul rubbing 
his hands together with delight 

He did it by persuading all of us that 1 
anything was possible if we set our j 
minds to it He had an infections ob- 
session with figures and with the detail 
of electoral geography But what capti- 
vated me was his intellectual enthusi- 
asm and the cool judgement with which 
he ffirected his team. 

But to me and my family - he was 
godfather to our son, Daniel - he was 
the friend we always wished we had with 
us in a jam. We shared a love of the sea: 
we never left harbour without seeing if 
Paul was free to join us. He had a knack 
of taking the anxiety out of sailing - 
whatever the weather 

Most of all he was a friend whose ad- 
vice was always right He was the fret 
person Td ring when I had a really dif- 
ficult decision to make; good judgement 
is a precious asset and PaulMcKee had 
it in plenty. life will be a lot less sure 
without him. 

PaxdPochfbrdMcKee, television exec- 
utive and psephologist ; bom Brad- 
ford 27 March 1939; staff, English 
Electric Company, 1960-74; Pro- 
gramme Development Executive, 
Independent Television News 1974r77, 
deputy chief executive 1977-86; deputy 
managing director, Yorkshire Televi- 
sion 1986-89; died Thursk, North 
Yorkshire 9 November 1998. 


GAZETTE 


Births, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

GOWING: Professor Margaret, 
CBE FRS FBA. Mother of Nick 
and James, died peacefully in 
hospital on 7 November; aged 77, 
after a long Illness endured with 
determination. No memorial ser- 
vice as she requested. FUneral 
service on Tuesday 17 Novem- 
ber at University Church. The 
Hi g h , Oxford, at llam. No 
flowers; donations to the 
Alzheimer ’s Society. 


SYNAGOGUE 

SERVICES 

Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 

hugins in London at 3-59pm. 

United SynagogoeK 0181-3«^ 

8889. Federation of SyuaSg®** 
0181-202 2263. Unwo of liberal 
and Progressive Synagogues: 
0171-580 1663. Erf*™ Syna- 
gogues of Great Britain: 0181- 


0171-286 2573. New Lon^i Syn- 
agogue (Masorti): 0171-328 1028. 


Annonnccmente for BATHS’ 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
^ST.Adoptions, Stenages. 
Deaths, Memorial services. 


mem orianO are charge d at 
£&50aline (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette announce- 
meats (notices. 

S3SSB» 

no a Kne, VAT extra. 


BIRTHDAYS 

Sir Ewart Bell, former 
senior dvfl servant, 74; The 
Most Rev Dr George Carey, 
Archbishop of Canterbury; 

63; Sir John Coles, former 
Head of the Diplomatic Ser- 
vice, 61; Miss Adrienne 
Cork, actress, 67; Miss 
Whoopi Goldberg. 43; Lord 
Jacobs, Chairman, THcovflle 
Group, 67; The Rev Patricia 
Johns, former Headmistress, 
St Mary’s School, Wantage, 
65; Mr Kenneth Kemp, hon- 
orary life president, Smith 
and Nephew, 77; Mitf-Gen 
James Doiran Lnnt, 81;. Mr 
John McGnckian, c hai rma n , 
Ulster Television, 59; Mr 
Basil Morson, pathol ogist, 
77; Admiral Sir Wflfiam 
O'Brien, 82; Mr Terry Reid, 
rock musician, 49: Mr Antho- 
ny n Shadforth, former 
chair man, Inco Europe, 67; 
Miss Alexandra Shuhnan, 
editor, British Vbgrue, 41; Ms 
Helen Sonthworth MP, 42; 
Sir Donald Thompson, 
former MB 67. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: St Augustine of 
; Bippo, 354; Edward HI, King, 
1S12; Philip of Hesse, Land- 
grave of Hesse, 1504; Mau- 
rice of Nassau, Prince of 
Orange, military leader 1567; 
General Sir John Moore, 
1761; Esaias Tegnen bishop, 
scholar and poet, 1782; 
Edward John Trelawny, 
writer and traveller; 1792; 
Charles Frederick Worth, 

couturier; 1825; James Clerk 
Maxwell, physicist, 1831; 
Edwin Thomas Booth, actor; 
1833; Robert Louis Balfour 
Stevenson, writer and trav- 
eller; 1850; John Drew, acton 


1853; George Whitefield 
Chadwick, composer, 1854; 
Eugene Ionesco, writer arid 
playwright, 1912. 

Deaths: Pope St Nicholas 
the Great, 867; Malcolm m, 
King of the Scots, killed 1093; 
Prince Henry the Navigator; 
1460; Lodovico Carracci, 
painter, 1619; Thomas Eipe- 
oius (van Erpe), orientalist, 
.1624; Thomas May, poet, 

1650; George Sale, orientalist 
and translator of the Koran, 
1736; William Etty, painter; 
1849; Sir John Fbrbes, physi- 
cian and writer; 1861; Arthur 
Hugh Clough, poet, 1B61; 
Johann Ludwig Uhlan d, poet, 
1862; Giovanni Buenaventura 
Geneffi, painter, 1868; 
Gioacchino Antonio Rossini, 
composer; 1868; Arnand- 
Michel d’Abbadie, explorer; 
1893; Ernest Giles, explorer; 
1897; Camille Pissarro, 
painter; 1903; Francis 
Thompson, poet, 1907; Enrico 
Cecchetti, dancer; 1928; 
Roark Whitney Widdiffe 
Bradford, novelist, 1948; 
Nikolai Karlovich Medtner; 
composer; 1951; Jacques 
Path, couturier, 1954; Elsa 
Schiaparelli, couturfere, 1973; 
Robert Cedric Sherrifi, 
playwright and novelist, 

1975; ChesneF Allen, 
comedian, 1982. 

On this day: Malcolm was 
slain and the Scots d efe ated 
by the English at Alnwick, 
1093; the Jacobites were 
defeated at Sheriffinuir and 
Preston, 1715; Texas 
declared its independence of 
Mexico, 1835; the telegraphic 
service between London and 
Paris started, 1851; serious 
casualties occurred among 
socialist and Irish agitators 
on Bloody Sunday in Trafal- 


gar Square, 1887; the fourth 
phase of the Battle of the 
Somme began, 1916; a Pacific 
treaty was signed between 
the US, the British Empire, 
France and Japan, 1921; the 
inner of Titankhamen 
was opened at Luxor; 1925; a 
cyclone and tidal waves 
caused the death of over 
500,000 people in East Pak- 
istan, 1970; Iceland agreed a 
plan to end the “Cod War” 
with Britain, 1973; a state of 
emergency was proclaimed 
in Britain, following an over- 
time ban by electricity and 
coal workers, 1973. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Abbo of Fleury, St Arcatfius, 
St Brice or Brithis, St Dida- 
cus or Diego of Seville, St 
Eugenius of Toledo, St 
Frances Xavia Cabrini, St 
Homobonus, St Maxenendwi , 
St Nicholas I, pope and St 
Stanislaus Kostka. . 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Mari Grif- 
fith, “Visions GO. Visions of 
the South: Van Gogh in 
Provence”, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Muse- 
um: Caroline RfrneD, “Lac- 
quer: East and West GD", 
2 pm. 

lbte Gallery: Alan Morrison, 
“Sargent and Modernism”, 
lpm. 

British Museum: Pamela 
Magrill, “Highlights from the 
Holy Land: introducing the 
ancient Levant”, iLSOpm. 

. Exeter University: Dr J. 
Jones, “Quantum Computa- 
tion and NMff 7 , 12pm. 
Centre for Regional Stud- 
ies, Anglia Polytechnic Uni- 
versity, Cambridge: Tony 
Kirbx “Ordnance Survey 


Maps and the Historian”, 
6.30pm. 


Receptions 

HM Government 
Mrs Barbara Roach MR Par- 
liamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Small firms. 
Hade wnH Industry was the 
host at a reception held yes- 
terday at Lancaster House, 
London SWl, on the occasion 
of the Sixth Annual Meeting 
of the UK-Korea Fbrum for 
the Fliture. 


DINNERS 
Gray’s Inn 

Lord Justice Stuart-Smith, 
Treasurer; and Masters of 
the Bench of Gray’s Inn, 
hosted the Grand Day dinner 
of the Michaelmas Term yes- 
terday evening at Grass’s Inn 
Hall, London WCL The 
guests were: 

tetBmHMantanglAj Nofai* Or 
^fleUQC,a^mmartheBa^Dr 


LMjy Pnrrat; The Ber Roger Hofloma 
Prerehen to n; 


High Court Journalists’ 
Association 

The 85th anniversary dinner 
of the High Court Journal- 
ists’ Association was held 
yesterday evening at Middle 
Temple Hall, London EC4. 

Mr Robert Williams, chair- 
man, welcomed the guests. 
Mr Justice Eady and Mr Jus- 
tice Morrison, President of 
the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal, were the speakers. 
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Akt-Historical Notes 


David Buckman 


Where are the Hirsts 
of the 1930s now? 


PROMOTED BY gallery pub- 
licity, young British artists 
- suifo as Damien Hirst Ba- 
ch el Whiteread and Tkacey 
Emm - are almost household 
names. Experience shows, 
however, that such reputa- 
tions can soon fade. Francis 
Butterfield and H umphr ey 
Slater, in the 1930s rising 
members erf the British avant- 
garde, are now forgotten. 

Their backgrounds and 
odd histories were very dif- 
ferent. Born in Bradford. 
Yorkshire, in 1905. Butter- 
field left school to become a 
wod-stapfec Francis attend- 
ed evening classes under 
Henry Butler at Bradford 
School of Art, to educate a 
passion for painting. By the 
late 1920s he had become 
frustrated with his day job 

anrf 1 desp ft** tho ffiflVnHwx m- 

vohred, began to paint full- 
time. Althmigh he had never 
been to Paris or stayed in 
London, and fas knowledge of 
contemporary painting was 
limited to black-and white 
reproductions, he developed 
a distinctive abstract style. 

He survived due to the pe- 
culiarly favourable artistic 
environment of Yorkshire 
then. Artists including Jacob 
EframeqPhQipNavia&kyand 
Harry Allen were able to es- 
tahfish reputations while stay- 
ing in the county There were 
active bodes sudi as the West 
Riding Artists, Yoitehire Art- 
ists and local art clubs and a 

body of enlightened patrons, 
notably Sir Michael Sadler; a 
former Vice-Chancellor of 
Leeds University 


In 1984, Butterfield had a 
successful show at the pres- 
tigious Zwemmer Gallery in 
London. He joined the Seven 

and Five Sodety whose memr 
bets included Henry Moore, 
Paul Nash and John Piper, 
took studios in London and 
Paris and bad works accept- 
ed by several public gaD eries, 
although his type of string, 
hot glue and sand abstraction 
proved too much for Leeds 
Corporation Art Gallery 

By the early 1940s Butter- 
field had left such artistic con- 
troversy behind. He appears 
to have given up painting to 
work as a journalist A former 

colleague at Norman Kark 
Publications, where Butte- 
field illustrated and wrote 
for the glossy magazine Cou- 
rier, sometimes on art, re- 
members him as rather 
disillusioned. He died in 
obscurity in 1968. 

Whilea student Humphrey 
Slater fired a revolver through 
someone’s ceiling, an indi- 
cation of the unpredictable 
course his life would take. 
Born in 1906, Slate spent his 
eariy years in Smith Africa, at- 
tended the Slade School of Art 
in the midr 1920s, tearing mys- 
teriously halfway through a 
term, then was taken up by 
the idiosyncratic dealer Lucy 
Wertheim. She chose an ab- 
stract painting far her first 
exhibition in 1930, “a breath- 
taking, daring innovation . . . 
in London in 1930!” 

Wertheim befriended Sa- 
tei; whose witty, provocative 
conversation helped to win 
hm many friends, inchufing 


Arthur Koestler; Cyril Con- 
nolly, AJL Ayer, George Or- 
well and the Carline family of 
painters. The Wertheim con- 
nection could have proved a 
valuable launching pad for a 
prestigious painting careen 
Bfcw galleries showed young 
artists at this time; Mrs Wert- 
heim’s attracted top critics, 
titled and famous customers. 

But Slate's talents shifted 
from abstract painting, with 
which he became dissatisfied 
He joined the Communist 
Party but was disillusioned 
during the Spanish Cnril TOm 
Serving with the Interna- 
tional Brigade, he became 
adept at street warfare and 
tank destruction and was ap- 
pointed chief of (yreatkns XV 
Brigade Staff In 1940, Picture 
Post included Slate among a 
group of 1 “Men Who Iteach the 
Home Guard School”. 

Post-wax; Slater for a brief 
time edited the arts magazine 
Polemic with a dazzling con 
tributor’s list, and developed 
a new career as a writer His 
novel The Conspirator was 
filmed starring Elizabeth 
Tayte and Robert Thytoc In 
1958, he died in Spain, where 
he had gone to write his au- 
tobiography. It was a sad end 
for someone termed fry the 
painter William Coldstream 
H a very gifted and rare 
artist”, and points up the 
fragility of early fame. 

David Buckman is the 
author of °The Dictionary 
of Artists m Britain since 
2945’ (Art Dictionaries Ltd, 
£89 JO) 


Fines for health and 
safety breaches 


FOLLOWING THE expres- 
sion of disquiet in several 
quarters that the level 
of fines currently being 
imposed for offences con- 
trary to the Health and Safe- 
ty at Wbrk Act 1974 was too 
low, and in view of the 
increasing recognition in 
recent years of the serious- 
ness of such offences, the 
court outlined some of the 
factors which should be 
taken into account fay judges 
and magistrates when 
imposing such penalties. 

The Court of Appeal allowed 
the appeal of F. Howe & Son 
(Engineers) Ltd against a total 
fine of £48,000 imposed in re- 
spect of four offences undo* the 
Health and Safety at Work Act 
1974 and related regulations, 
and substituted a fine erf £15,000. 
lanDixey (Cartwrights, Bristol) 
for the appellant; Hugh Carlisle 
QC and Oba Nsugbe (Health and 
Safety E xec u tiv e) jar the Crown. 

Mr Justice Scott Baker said 
that in assessing the gravity of 

the breach of duty imposed on 
employers fry the Act, it was 
often helpful to look at how far 
short of the appropriate stan- 
dard the defendant had fallen 
in failing to meet the test of 
what was reasonably practi- 
cable. It was often a matter of 
chance whether death or seri- 
ous injury resulted from even 
a serious breach. Generally 
where death was the conse- 
quence of a criminal act it was 
regarded as an aggravating 
feature of the offence, and the 
penalty should reflect public 
disquiet at the unnecessary 
loss of life. 

A deliberate breach of the 
health and safety regulations 
with a view to profit aggravat- 
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ed the offence. The standard of 
care imposed by the legislation 
was the same regardless of 
the size of the company or its 
financial strength Smaller or- 
ganisations which (fid not have 
their own in-house expertise in 
h ealth and safety matter s mulrt 

obtain it, if necessary by seek- 
ing assistance from the Heal to 
and Safety Executive. 

Other matters that wight 
be relevant to sentence were 
the degree of risk and extent of 
the danger created fry the 
offence; the extent of the 
breach or breac he s; and, im- 
portantly, the defendants re- 
sources and the efect of the fine 
on its business. 

Particular aggravating fea- 
tures would indude a failure to 
heed warnings, and deliberate 
financial profit from a failure to 


ty steps or a risknm specifically 
to save money. Particular mit- 
igating features would indude 
prom^ admission of responsi- 
bility andatinKty plea of guilty 
steps to remedy defidoades 
after they had been dr a wn to 


the defendant’s attention; and 
a good safety record. 

If a defendant company 
wished to make any submission 
to the court about its ability to 
pay a fine it should supply 
copies of its accounts and any 
other finanwal info rmation on 
which it intended to rely in 
good time before the hearing; 
both to the court and to the 
prosecution. Where such so- 
rauwfg rvr intorwiafion were ife- 

libera tely not supplied, the 
court would be entitled to con- 
dude that the company was in 
a position to pay any financial 
penalty it was minded to im- 
pose, and where the relevant 
information was supplied late 
it might be desirable for 
sentence to be adjourned, if 
necessary ut the defendant's 
expense. 

The objective of prosecu- 
tions for health and safety of- 
fences in the work place was to 
achieve a safe environment for 
those who worked there and for 
other members of the public 
who might be affected. A fine 
needed to be large enough to 
bring that message home not 
only to those who managed 
the company but also to its 
shareholders. Whilst in gener- 
al a fine should not be so large 
as to imperil the earnings of 
employees or create a risk of 
bankruptcy, there might be 
cases where the offences were 
so serious that the defendant 
ought not to be in business. 

With regard to costs, where 
a defendant was in a position to 
pay the whole of the prosecu- 
tion costs m addition to the fine, 
there was no reason in priori- 
pie for the court not to make an 
order accorcUngly. 

Kate O’Hanlon 

Banister 


ROYAL 

engagements 

The Queen accomp anied fry 

The Duke of Edinblirg 7., A 
visits the White Tower at the 

Tbwer of London, London 

ECS; and gives a reception ai 


Buckingham Palace marking 

the 50th birthday of The 
Prince of Wales, who 


from organisations which 
have links with him. The 

Duke of Edinburgh, Patron 
and Trustee, attends a rerep- 
tion at St James’s Palace for 


young people who have 
readied the Gold Standard 
in the Dube of Edinburgh's 
Award. The Duke of York 
visits New Zealand. Hu 
Princess Royal attends a 
Reception on the occasion of 
the Annual Session of the 
Nato Assembly at the Palace 


of Hotyroodhonse; opens 
the new Edinburgh Dental 
Institute at the Royal I nfi r- 
mar y of Edinburgh; and as 
Patron, Liverpool School of 
Tropical Medicine, visits the 
School, attends the Lever- 
hnhne Lecture, and attends 
tiie Centenary Dinner; Uver- 


pori Town Hall, Liverpool, 
Merseyside. 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts the 
Queen’s Life Guard at Horae 
Guards, llam. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
( 24 -hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


POLITICIANS DESCRIBE a 
motley assortment of ideas 
in a way that purports to 
suggest that real thought 
Hes behind them. Over the 
years, we have heard of “a 
range of proposals”, a 
“package” of them, and 
now the term is a “rq/t”. 

Tins might sound wor- 
ringty like something from 
the Medusa or Titanic but 


Words 

Christopher 
Hawtree 
raft, n. 

is in fact American slang - 
it appears in The Adventures 
qflbm Sawyer - Jinked to 
our 17th-century ‘Yttff of 
errors and superstitions”. 


perhaps from the French 
for sweeping together, and 
surviving in Yorkshire di- 
alect. There is a link with 
riff-raff 

Meanwhile, over in 
America, Dr Joel Berger 
and his wife recently 
donned an unconvincing 
moose outfit to track the 
animal and found “a suite 
ofbc&avkmre”. 


* 
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Miracle of the cigar and the wing mirrors 


ARRANGING to spend a day with 
eco warriors involves a different 

set of problems from your 

average appointment There’s no 
receptionist to say “Hang on a 
moment while I check Mr 
Earthworm's diary... ah yes he’s 
free at 10.40 on Monday the 
ninth. When you arrive, just go 
through the revolving doors and 
he's up the third tree on the left.” 
So I just asked the first person Z 
saw; who said- “Yeah, like, just 
yeah, whatever, hey, like, 
whenever, I mean, it’s your park. 
Or you could ring Animal." 

I rang Animal, but his phone 
had been cut oft so I just went 
up at midday on Sunday. After 
all, it is my park. 

But where were they all? For 
half an hour I squelched through 
the frontier settlement built on 
mud, crawling through dwellings 
made of tarpaulin draped over 
branches or irreparable 
caravans, finding nobodty. Until, 
through the chickpea-stained 
plates and juggling sticks, 
segments of plaited hair 
protruding from fraying blankets 
indicated sleeping life. 

Then the faint pLinking of a 
guitar played the role of the 
distant harmonica in Westerns, 


when a shadowy stranger arrives 
in a deserted town. 

The guitarist was playing in a 
broken-down bus to an audience 
of three eco campers staring into 
space. It was instantly 
recognisable, because, nearly 20 
years earlier I’d lived in a road 
of squats in which everyone’s 
hobby was staring into space. It 
was also normal for someone to 
knock on your door at 2.30am 
and ask if they could borrow 
some peanut butler. One night 
someone went door to door 
asking if they could borrow a 
wardrobe as somewhere to keep 
his pet owL The only time a party 
in that street finished before two 
in the morning was when a 
satanist chopped through the 
mains with an axe. 

The difference with the 
inhabitants of the eco camp in 
Crystal Palace Park, south 
London, is that they have an 
objective beyond their own 
lifestyle: deterring the 
developers who are planning to 
buOd a 20-screen cinema with 
parking for 1,000 cars on the site 
on to which they’ve moved. 

If a judicial review backs 
Bromley Council, which 
approved the development 


despite almost total opposition 
from the local population, the 
bulldozers will roll over the 
tarpaulin and Crystal Palace will 
have its very own Gaza strip. 

The warriors are prepared for 
their judgement day. Holes have 
been dug, tree-houses erected 
and obstacles put in place. But 
on Sunday their tactic was to 
stare into space. The main 
cultural difference. I realised, 
between their world and that of 
most people is the approach to 
time. Someone asks a question, 
like “Have we got any milk?” an d 
no one answers. The guitarists 
keep strumming, the others keep 
staring, and, as an outsider, you 
feel a desperate need to fill the 
space with a reply. “I think 
there’s some left in the jug” you 
feel like saying, with no idea 
whether they've even got a jug, 
because for everyone to cany on 
with no answer at all is just 
wrong. Then, after about two 
minutes someone will say “No". 

How do they keep up with 
this? Don’t they forget the 
original question? And what 
happens if a second question is 
asked in the time before the 
answer to the first? Perhaps they 
get out of sync, so that the 


Mark Steel 



ON 

LOCATION 


sequence could go: “Have we any 
got any milk?" 

“Where’s Animal?" 

“No” 

“Where’s the milk from 
yesterday?" 

“Crashed out in the caravan.” 

During one unsettling pause, a 
two-year- old ran through the bus 
giggifng ) at which point a woman, 
who hadn't spoken a word until 
then, chuckled: “She calls her toy 
rabbit Acab." There was a long 
pause, and then: ‘Acab- All 
coppers are bastards.” 

Storm explained the legal side 
of the campaign, and, when be 
finished, someone said: “Is it 


Saturday?" But no one 
answered. “Right, I'm off then," 
said vme. I asked him where he 
was going. “Finland," he said. 

After a few hours you find 
yourself adjusting to the rhythm 

of an this, and then it dawns on 
you that, without any formal 
invitation, you've wandered into 
someone else’s home and stayed 
there far the whole of Sunday 
afternoon: 

But then events speeded up. 
Tony, an ex-smack addict, 
arrived. He'd been deep into the 
abyss when he joined the camp. 
Without the help of the others, 
who had the time and experience 
to wean him off his addiction, 
he’d never have made it, and 
now be seemed fit, .motivated 
and extremely sociable. So the 
eco camp is actually the ideal 
venue for staying off drugs. 

Next came Gaiy. And Gary 
was angry. So angry that, even 
when he said to Tony “Let 
me teH you, you’ve done 
brilliant", he said it in a way 
that made you think: “Blimey, 
that bloke’s angry.” 

“This society’s screwed - in 
the head - when you can walk 
past a guy in a cardboard box. 
Right. Huh. And on the other 


side of the road there’s a Rolls- 
Royce. And the guy inside's 
smoking a cigar that could feed 
the guy in the box." 

How do you reply to a 
magnificent speech like that? 

You can nod your head and 
agree, but that seems as pathetic 
as saying: “Do you know, I’ve 
never really thought of it like 
that before.” You could try and 
top it, with: “And his wing mirror 
could feed hundreds more!!!!” Or 
pick him u p on the detaO: “Weft 
it depends which brand of cigar.'' 

Instead a woman in her fifties 
arrived with a bag of shopping. 
“Sorry Tm late, loves ” she said. 
“Only I waited over an hour for a 
blooming bus. I took my 
daughter to Alders you see. 
Anyway here you are." And she 
handed the shopping over. 

Despite their lifestyle, they 
seem to have won the support of 
almost the whole area. Whereas 
the councillors, police and 
architects, all model respectable 
citizens, have hardly any support 
at alL How can this be? For one 
thing, no one’s told the council 
that it isn’t good public relations 
to fijy helicopters over the camp 
one day a week or to issue 
warrants against pensioners who 


have been quoted in the local 
newspapers as wishing the eco 
warriors luck. 

But also because the camp is 
caught in the dual forces of 
modern Britain. On the one hand 
there is more disapproval and 
contempt for the rich and 
powerful than for many years, 
but the parties which would once 
have expressed that outrage 
have collapsed in confusion over 
the foil of Eastern Europe or 
surrendered to the dubious 
charms of smiling boy Blair. So 
the eco warriors earn the "at 
least they're having a go" 
sentiment, which is usually 
supplemented with a wishful “it’s 
a pity more people haven’t got 
their guts". 

And they don't even have an 
image consultant giving them 
advice like: “I think it might 
come across better on 
Newsnight if you left out the 
two-minute gap before 
ans wering Paxman. And if you 
didn't play the guitar and stare 
into space while you’re debating 
with John Prescott 

And if you didn't get up 
halfway through the interview 
and announce that you are going 
to Finland.” 


Was Jinnah a saint or sinner? 


Lord Mountbatten called Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan, a vain, evil genius. A new film attempts to 
rehabilitate him as a tolerant secularist and as the model for a modem Muslim leader. By Paul Vallely 


I n the end the sex was a bit of 
a disappointment We had 
been promised, in advance 
press reports, that we would 
see Lord Louis Mountbatten, 
the last Viceroy of India, re- 
vealed as a bisexual and that we 
would witness new details of the 
steamy affair between Mountbat- 
ten’s wife, Edwina, and the first 
prime minister of India, Pandit 
Nehru. 

Ofafl that, more later In the event 
there was something far more in- 
teresting about Jinnah, the new film 
by the director Jamil Dehlavi and the 
academic Afebar Ahmed, which was 
such a seQ-out when it was premiered 
earlier tins month at the London Fflra 
Festival, that a second screening has 
been organised next week before it 
goes on general release. 

Fbr it asks a question which is not 
historical but very much of our time: 
who speaks for Islam? And it posits 
the founrifyrof Raid^^ Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah, as the exemplar of a tol- 
erant, open, democratic style of Mus- 
lim leaders h ip - in contrast to the 
archetypes erf the mad mullah and the 
military dictator which dominate 
our contemporary view of the religion 
of Mohammed. 

The film is Pakistan's answer to 
what it saw as the travesty of their 
great founder hero as he was por- 
trayed in Richard Attenborough's 
movie Gandhi Not that Jinnah has 
been universally acclaimed in Pak- 
istan. A bitter and vitriolic campaign 
has been launched against the film 
there with the nation’s biggest Eng- 
lish-language paper carrying a front- 
page condemnation because of the 
actor chosen to play the great na- 
tional hero - Christopher Lee. (The 
piece was accompanied by an old 
Hammer horror pic of Lee as Drac- 
ula, complete with tanged teeth J 
And this came on top of the row about 
a white actor blacking up for the role 
which had blown up earlier when Je- 
remy Irons was mooted for the part 
Such was the furore that the man 
who has inspired and produced the 
film, the Cambridge don and Islam- 
ic scholar Akbar Ahmed, was forced 
to chair a press conference in 
Karachi flanked by historians and for- 
mer government ministers to defend 
the project from all sides. It had 
achieved the unenviable distinction 

nfhpm g nttarkg ri in Tndifi as T takistani 

propaganda and in Jinnah's home 
country as both a Hindu and a Zion- 
ist plot. 

Rewriting history is. of course, al- 
ways contentious. And viewing the 
past merely as a lens through which 
to endorse our view of the present is 
the fallacy which the great historian 
Herbert Butterfield warned against 
in The Whig Interpre ta tion Of 
History. Yet Professor Ahmed felt he 
had no alternative after the portrait 
of his hero in Attenborough's film. In 
Gandhi Jinnah is portrayed as a 
glowering sulking villain - intransi- 
gent, power-hungry and impervious 
to the dangers ofbreaking up British 
India and the million deaths which 
ensued at the partition of the sub- 
continent. 

The slander, in Akbar Ahmed’s 
eyes, goes well beyond the cinema. 
Lord Mountbatten - while publicly 

HaiminghP mas Entirely impa rtial frq. 

tween Jinnah’s Pakistan and Nehru’s 
India - private iy called the Muslim 
leader everything from vain and 
megalomaniacal to an evil genius, a 



Above: Christopher Lee plays Jinnah in the film by Jamil Dehlavi and the Cambridge don Akbar Ahmed. Inset the real Jinnah 


lunatic, a psychotic case and “a bas- 
tard”. By contrast Ahmed’s film - and 
the book, TV documentary and Pak- 
istani comic-book which are also 
part of the rehabilitation project - 
sees Jinnah as a complex and sen- 
sitive figure whose political views 
evolved and altered significantly dim- 
ing his lifetime (going from a pan- 
religious Indian nationalist to a 
Muslim separatist) in response to the 
events which were forced upon him 
by the British, Nehru and the man he 
describes as “wily old Gandhi”. 

“ J inna h has always been seen as 
a blackguard - but. in fact, he was 
unimpeachable in his integrity,” 
Ahmed said. His research included 
the first published interviews with 
jinnah’s daughter and private sec- 
retary. They revealed that the Pak- 
istani leader knew about the affair 
between Nehru and Edwina. “He was 
given four love letters from Nehru 
to Edwina by a Hindu rival to Nehru. 
The rival was confident that Jinnah 
would publish them in a newspaper. 
But instead. Jinnah said gutter 
politics was Dot his style and that he’d 
rather not have an independent Pak- 
istan if it meant resorting to that” 

TUssling with this welter of his- 
torical detail clearly threw up a num- 
ber of dilemmas for Ahmed. There 



Ahmed felt he had no 
alternative after the 
portrait of his hero in 
'Gandhi 1 , where Jinnah is 
a glowering villain - 
impervious to the dangers 
of breaking up British 
India and the deaths 
which ensued at partition 


will be many who feel that he took the 
pusillanimous options in his attempt 
to come up with Pakistan’s answer to 
BrnvehearL The sex between Ed- 
wina and Nehru is hinted at in the 
gentlest of ways. Louis Moimtbatteris 
sexual ambiguity -or at least his laci 
of jealousy at his wife’s relationship 
with the Indian leader - remains enig- 
matic. And scenes which revealed 
Jinnah to be (in contravention of Mus- 
lim law; a whisky -drinker albeit in 
moderation, were cut 

The result is a curiously dated, en- 
dearingly innocent Fifties style of 
film, full of unmuddled decency and 
heroic virtue. But there is more be- 
hind the hagiography than the mere 


desire to ensure that the film is not 
banned as indecent in Muslim coun- 
tries. Fbr Jinndh stands fora way of 
being an Islamic leader which has 
Men from the lexicon of contempo- 
rary politics. 

Pakistanis, Ahmed insists, need to 
be reminded of the tough-minded, 
secularist pluralist who created then- 
nation. More than that Jinnah offers 
an example to the wider Muslim 
world. "Here is a man who wants to 
balance tradition and modernity, 
who is speaking as a Muslim but also 
as a man who says that Islam is tol- 
erant,” said Ahmed "Jinnah is a mod- 
em Muslim leader who believes in 
human rights, minority rights and 


women’s rights and who -in a nation 
now tainted by corruption - was a 
man of total integrity, taking only one 
rupee a month as his pay” 

Yet the Jinnah model has now al- 
most faded from view. Many Pak- 
istanis under the age of 30 have never 
erven heard of him. “Their idea of an 
Islamic leader is a military dictator 
like Saddam, or the ‘mad mullah’ 
model of Afghanistan or Iran,” be 
said. “Many people have latterly 
been taught to regard Jinnah as a 
secular figure but he spent his life 
fighting for a kind of Islam which 
showed respect fbr law, for the rights 
of women and of minorities - things 
which the Prophet Mohammed him- 
self insisted upon.” 

In one sense this is familiar terri- 
tory for Akbar Ahmed. During the 
Rushdie crisis he spent many hours 
mediating between the positions erf 
fundamentalists in the Muslim and 
libertarian camps, ^plaining that 
Rushdie was guffly of needless blas- 
phemy - for which he should atone 
- but unequivocally condemning the 
jbtooa which condemned the author 
to death. 

In many parts of the world today 
Islam, ora particular interpretation 
of it, has rushed into the vacuum in 
which angry, alienated young Mus- 


lims exist “It gives them a sense of 
pride, identity and strength - and the 
notion that they have the ability to 
shake the most powerful nation on 
earth with a few bombs,” Ahmed said. 
In countries where the state is strong 
the result is military dictatorship; 

where the state is weak the result is 

mullab-led theocracy. 

"The Jinnah model is much more 
ambiguous, yet if it is not kept before 
the eyes of young Muslims then they 

will turn, to a Gaddafi or Khomeini fig- 
ure," he said. 

Either that or they will descend 
into the morass erf myopia, corruption 
and caprice which he says charac- 
terises modern-day Pakistan. Over 

the past two decades the state Jinnah 
founded has undergone successive 
periods of martial law, abortive mil- 
itary coups and states of emergency 
- in which only one president has 
completed his term, prime ministers 
have been dismissed eight times, one 


uvwm, VIJC 

executed, and eight parliaments 
have been prematurely dissolved. 

Jinnah would be horrified at the 
distortion which has grown from his 

ideal of a secular state, Akbar Ahmed 

insists. “Now, more than ever, Mus- 
lims need to be reminded that there 

is another way.” 


Continued from page 1 
after his conviction for assault 
in France. Though YeLland 
wont give a figure or discuss 
the Boycott contract, it was a 
big decision which may cost the 
paper a cool £350,000 or so. But 
thousands of women readers of 
every age telephoned in after 
the paper’s five pages of deeply 
hostile coverage of the Boycott 
court case and told him it was 
the right thing to do. 

So what about the paper's 
dose - some say incestuous - 
relationship with the Labour 
Government? Oddly, despite 
the difficult time it has caused 
Mandelson recently - it has 
also done what some people 
think of as blatant sucking up 

- including an odd news piece 

- haffling to anyone who had 
been at the Labour confer- 
ence, saying that Mandelson’s 
politely received speech had 
had "delegates rolling in the 
aisles”. The explanation is 
straightforward, says YeOand. 

“It was Dave Wooding's 
piece. I love David dearly but 
he went way over the top. He’s 
now left the paper, so I can 
say that It was not rewritten 
in the office. 

"It was 'bollocks' to suggest 
the paper had been ingratiat- 
ing itself with Mandelson be- 
cause of Mandelson’s power to 
decide the News International 
bid for Manchester United. He 
had had a heated conversation 
with Mandelson the evening of 
the Parris outing- which after 
all was the day before Man- 
delson referred the bid to the 
MMC. “I would never reveal 
what the conversation was but 
he was not happy that we were 
putting it in the paper so the 
idea we were nice to Mandel- 
son because of any pressure 
from above is not true. We 
have been very critical of him 
actually. I do think he’s a very 
bright guy. He some one who if 
he does something we approve 
of we would say so.” Like Blair 
and Brown, Mandelson is a 
high-profile politician about 
whom The Sun writes a lot And 
what about the Euro, after the 
Sun's leader suggesting that 
Blair; marvellous a Prime min- 
ister as The Sun thinks he just 
might be the “most dangerous 
man in Britain”. Yelland- per- 
sonally, he says, a long stand- 
ing opponent of EMU, dearly 

- and right believes - that The 
Sun has had a big effect on the 
Elmo debate, though he is sur- 
prisingly modest about saying 
so. A total of 150,000 readers 
phoned in support after that 
leader - more than after the 
death of Princess Diana. And 
yes, the paper's plan is cer- 
tainly to keep on opposing 
EMU - up to and including a 
referendum, if there is one. Ex- 
cept that Yelland allows himself 
just one caveat “Unless it 
works” 

As for the paper’s overall re- 
lationship with the Govern- 
ment \felland insists, itis more 
frictional than it looks. For a 
start, whereas, when the paper 
supported Thatcher it never 
“printed a cri tidal word”. It 
now “shits over all Tony Blair” 
some of the time. He won’t say 
how often he speaks to Blair - 
or to Alastair Campbell - who 
he says has “gone nuts” with 
the paper twice this week, 
though on what, he won’t say 

As Yelland points out we’ve 
spent most of our time talking 
politics. As it happ ens, he found 
today's story about Ben Need-' 
ham, the missing boy who dis- ' 
appeared on Kos in 1991. “a lot . 
more exciting". 
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Why men become anoraks 


P owerful new tech- 
niques to investigate 
mental illness are pro- 
viding scientists with 
a dramatic insight into 
autism, a baffling dis- 
order where affected children can- 
not form normal emotional bonds 
with their friends and family. Using 
brain scanners and genetic analysis, 
scientists are discovering that antic. 
tic-like traits may be more common 
within the healthy population 
previously realised and that they 

may even be an advantage in certain 

professions — such as s/»i»n r»p 
Autism a ffect s men more than 
women. Eight out of nine autistics 
and 14 out of 15 people with “ high 
functioning” autism - known as 
Asperger’s syndrome -are men. A 
third of people with autism suffer 
from mental retardation, hut As- 
perger’s is characterised by normal 
or high IQ. In both cases, people with 
either Asperger’s or autism have 
problems understanding how other 
people think or feeL They lack the 
ability to put themselves in someone 
else's position, what psychologists 
describe as “theory of mind” 

Most of us explain and predict 
other people’s behaviour by guess- 
ing their mental state - their 
thoughts, desires and beliefs. As Pro- 
fessor Daniel Dennett, a philosopher 
from Tufts University in Massa- 
chusetts, explains: “Watching a film 
with a hi ghl y original and un- 
stereotyped plot, we see the hero 
smile at the villain and we all swift- 
ly and effortlessly arrive at the 
same theoretical ifi« gn»v? iy ‘AhaTwe 
conclude (but perhaps not con- 
sciously), "He wants her to think he 
doesn’t know she intends to de- 
fraud her brother!'” 

A person with autism only sees 
the hero smile at the vQlain; more- 
over; he or she will also find it diffi- 
cult to empathise with airy of the 
characters. This kind of intelligence 
is the oil that lubricates social rela- 
tions. Some psychologists now be- 
lieve that the ability to predict other 
people’s behaviour on the basis of 
what we think they are thinking - 
rather than an ability to use tools or 
language -was the driving force be- 
hind human evolution. 

According to this theory if our 
brains have increased in size and 
complexity, fuelled by our need to 
work out what our nearest, and 
dearest might be thinking of doing, 
specific areas of the brain should be 
devoted to social cogitation. Pro- 
fessor Leslie Brothers, from the 
School of Medicine at the Universi- 
ty of California at Los Angeles, sug- 
gests that three parts of the brain 
are crucial: the orbito-frantal cortex, 
the superior tempos gyrus, and the 
amygdala, a small walnut-sized re- 
gion at the base of the brain. 

Simon Baron -Cohen and Salty 
Wheelwright of Cambridge Univer- 
sity, and a team of researchers from 
the Royal London School of Medi- 


Evolution may have programmed an autistic element into men’s psych es which makes 
them prone to obsessive, train-spotterish behaviour. By Sanjida O’Connell 



Colin Firth playing the Arsenal fanatic in the film of Nick Hornby's novel *Fbver Pitch'. Scientists think such behaviour could be linked to autism 


cine and the University of London, 
took brain scans afboth normal peo- 
ple and those with Asperger’s syn- 
drome, while they were solving a 
problem designed to test social in- 
telligence. The subjects were given 
photographs erf people’s eyes and 

asked to guess what the person was 
thinking or feding. Even with so Btr 
tie visual information most of us 
could score highly on this kind of 
task; those with Asperger’s tend to 
get about half the questions right 
The team's work seems to indicate 
that the frontal and temporal regions 
of the brain and the amygdala were 

to go rinl fntplfigenr ft 

When the people with Asperger's 
answered the questions, they used 


some of the same brain areas, but 
not the amygdala. Previous studies 
have indicated that the amygdala’s 
major role lies in processing emo- . 
tions. “What we have also shown is 
that it is involved in inference of a 
broader range of mental states from 
the face and especially the eyes," 
says Dr Baron-Cohen. 

The scientists believe there is a 
genetic bask for autism; previous re- 
search suggested that if a child has 
autism, Asperger’s and autistic-Eke 
traits will tend to run in toe family. 
A survey of the fathers and grand- 
fathers of people with autism also 
found that they were twice as like- 
ly to be engineers than the relatives 
of non-autistic people. The stereo- 


type bf scientists is still of 
predominately male, brilliant but im- 
practical, cold, unemotional with 
limited communication skills - autis- 
tic-like traits, in other words. 

Dr Baron-Cohen chose to look at 
en gine ering since this is a predom- 
inantly male occupation which re- 
quires a high level of understanding 
of physics, but does not rely on any 
kind of social intelligence. The team 
expanded its investigation by asking 
students at Cambridge University 
whether they had a relative who was 
autistic or had autistic-like traits. 

The students were grouped into 
two categories: those who were 
reading humanities, literature and 
arts, and those who were scientists, 


training to be mathematicians, 
physicists and engineers. It was 
found that soence students were six 
times more Bkely than humanities 
students to have autistic relatives. 

The team delved further by giv- 
fog highly intelligent eight- to 12-year 
-old children with Asperger's “folk 
physcs” and “folk psychology” tests. 
Polk physics is toe land of science 
that can be understood without, 
knowledge of physics. “They’re the 
kind of thing that can be solved just 
from being alive. The prediction 
was that these children’s knowl- 
edge of how machines work would 
be superior to their knowledge of 
how people work,” Dr Baron-Cohen 
says. "The [folk physics] tests are not 


everyone’s cup of tea. Actually I had 
quite a lot of problems with the tests 
myself,” he says. He had less diffi- 
culty with toe questions designed to 
test folkpsychology- our innate abil- 
ity to be socially intelligent. As pre- 
dicted, the children performed 
poorty when they had to guess other 
people’s thoughts or emotional 
states, but were better than toe 
average 16-year-old at solving me- 
chanical problems. 

So could autism be linked to sci- 
ence? The best-selling novelist Nick 
Hornby is firmly in the artistic 
camp, but bis semi-autobiographical 
novels deal with male characters 
who cannot express their emotions 
and have Asperger’s-tike traits, such 


as an obsessive attention to detail 
and a train-spotting mentality. 

Fbr example, Robert, the central 
character in Hornby's novet/ffgfc Fi- 
delity believes you cannot be a de- 
cent person without at least 500 
records. Robert continuously makes 
lists of toe top five singles of alt time, 
top five Elvis Costello records. Lop 
five Monday morning hits. When he 
is asked to go to his girlfriend's fa- 
ther's funeral, he asks his mates for 
their best file pop songs on death. 
It is no coincidence, perhaps, that 
Hornby has an autistic son 

According to Dr Baron-Cohon it 
is not that autism is linked to being 
a scientist per se, but that toe skills 
required for being a good physicist 
or engineer are the ones that we 
currently think of as typically male. 
Professor David Skuse, from the In- 
stitute of Child Health at Universi- 
ty College London Medical School, 
is about to publish evidence sug 
gesting where a gene or genes for 
autism might be found He believes 
that these genes are carried on the 
X sex chromosome. Girls hare two 
of these, one from each parent, 
whereas boys only have one, which 
they r inherit from their mothers. 

“The threshold hypothesis we 
are suggesting is that normal girls 
who carry their father's X chromo- 
some also hare a protective factor 
on that chromosome which helps to 
prevent them from developing 
autism," Professor Skuse says. "We 
believe it is an imprinted gene, 
which is switched off when inherit- 
ed from one parent and switched on 
when inherited from the other In this 
particular instance we are sug- 
gesting the gene is always switched 
on when it is transmitted by a father 
and always switched off when it is 
transmitted by a mother” This 
would explain why boys are more 
prone to autism than girls. 

If Professor Skuse’s hypothesis 
proves to be correct the conse- 
quences are two-fold: first it means 
that autism or autistic-like traits 
must be far more common that 
most of us imagine. Second, since 
these genes can protect women 
from autism, but do not protect 
men, to ere might be some slight 
evolutionary advantage that is con- 
ferred if men have a mild form of 
autism and women do not 

Dr Banm-Cohen and Professor 
Skuse believe autism and Asperger's 
may be an extreme form of toe male 
twain, a suite of behavioural attrib- 
utes that are at one end of a spec- 
trum of otherwise normal human 
responses. h a little bit of autism 
could be useful. Fbr instance, if 
men are a bit less socially respon- 
sive, this would allow them to be 
more dominant” It could also help 
them to excel in toe typical!}' “male" 
professions of engineering and sci- 
ence, said Professor Skuse. 

Sanjida OVonneQ's nonet ’Anpel 
Bird", is published this month 
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Update 


“THE ION engine on Deep Space 1 
has shut down unexpectedly.” This 
may sound like a line from Star Trek, 
but in fact it was the latest news from 
Nasa on a space probe sent to 
rendezvous next July with an 
asteroid, 1992 KD. After working for 
just over four minutes, toe futuristic 
solar-powered engine, which throws 
out a constant stream of xenon ions 
to accelerate its payload, turned itself 
off and failed to restart The ion 
engine of Deep Space I probe is one 
of 12 new technologies being tested 
on the $15 2m i£9im) mission. 



THE US ARMY has teamed up with 
the American Red Cross to develop 
bandages and a foam and spray^ 
which can stop severe bleeding in 

seconds. The treatments contain 

freeze-dried versions of two natural 
clotting agents - a protein, 
fibrinogen, and toe enzyme tbrombm 


- at concentrations 50 to 100 times 
greater than in blood. When they 
touch blood they start forming toe 
sticky lattice of fibrin molecules 
which becomes a scab. In animal 
experiments, arterial bleeding - 
where the blood pumps out of toe 
body - was stopped within 15 to 60 
seconds, cutting the blood lost 
compared with toe standard 
procedure (applying firm pressure 
and a bandage to toe wound) by 50 to 
85 per cent Clinical trials cm humans 
are expected to start within a yean 
The foam is intended for bullet 
wounds and similar puncture wounds 
with deep-seated bleeding. 

♦ 

WHAT HAPPENED in 1250? 
Astronomers have discovered that 
people should have seen the light 


from a supernova which exploded 
closer to Earth than any other since. 
It would have been the brightest 
object in the night sky apart from the 
Mood, yet records fail to mention it 
Either the astronomers were sloppy, 
or there is a new celestial 
phenomenon - invisible supemovae. 

The discovery by scientists at toe 
Max Planck Institute in Germany 
was reported in toe journal Nature. 
The supernova turned up when they 
were scanning toe constellation Vela 
for X-rays and gamma rays, which 
can be byproducts of a supernova 
explosion. There, 650 light-years 
away, they found the supernova’s gas 
cloud - still twice as hot as toe Sun’s 
core, and up to 25 light-years across. 

Scientists are divided over the 
explanation: some suggest it was 
sloppy record-keeping in toe Middle 


Ages, others that little visible light 
was produced in the explosion, and 
yet others believe that interstellar 
dost might have obscured the sight. 

4 

A COMMON virus may contribute to 
“hardening of the arteries”, 
otherwise known as arteriosclerosis, 
according to new research. Animal 
studies show that cytomegalovirus 
(CMV), which causes few symptoms 
apart from a mild rash or flu-like 
symptoms, seems to contribute later 
in life to hardening of the arteries, 
according to Archana Chattexjee of 
Creighton University in Omaha, 
Nebraska. .“In most cases CMV is a 
benign disease.. Most people don't 
even know they’ve been infected,” 
she said. But depending on the size 
of toe risk, it may be worth 
vaccinating people against CMV 
when young to avoid arteriosclerosis 
la ten she suggested- 
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eating just isn’t fun anymore. 

Some people are born with poor 
senses of taste or smell, but most 
develop them after an injury or 
mnpgs Upper respiratory infections 
and head injuries are frequently 
blamed. Loss erf the sense of smell 
can result fixisn potyp in toe nasal 

cavities, sinus infections, hormonal 
disturbances, or dental problems. 
Loss of smell and taste also can be 
cangwl by exposure to chemicals 
such as insecticides and by some 
medicines. For example, many 
patients find that their sense of 
taste and smell is affected after 
receiving radiation therapy for 
cancers of toe bead and neck. 

The extent of a particular 
person's problem can be determined 
by measuring toe lowest 
concentration of a chemical that he 
or she can detect A patient also 
may be asked to compare toe smells 


or tastes of different chemicals or to 
note how the intensities of smells or 
tastes grow when a chemical's 
concentration is increased. 
Scientists have developed a 
“scratch and sniff” ted to evaluate 
smell A person scratches pieces of 
paper treated to release different 
smrfis, sniffs them, and tries to 
identity each one from a list In taste 
testing, the patient responds to 
differ ent ch emical concentrations- 

this may involve a simple “sip, spit, 
and rinse” test, or chemicals may be 
applied to areas of the tongue. 

Q: Who was the first person to 
wear a watch? 

The first known recorded wrist 
watch was made by two Swiss men - 
Jaquet-Droz and Leschot in Geneva 
in 1790. It was a “watch to be fixed 
to a bracelet”. The earliest 
s urvi ving example is from 1806. 


Q: How long and at what height 
and speed does toe space shuttle 
orbit? 

The type of orbit depends on the 
shuttle’s mission. The Hubble repair 
mission was conducted at a record 
shuttle altitude of about 359 miles 
because that was where Hutble was 
positioned 

. The STS 70 mission which 
carried the Russian cosmonaut 
Sergei Krikale^ reached about 220 
miles. The lower the orbit, the 
higher toe orbital speed 
The speed of 160-mile high 
circular orbital speed would be 
about 17,750mph. There is not much 
difference between orbital speeds 
from 160 to 350 miles. One orbit 
takes about 90 minutes. 

You con also visit the tecfrnoquest 
’Worldwide Web site at 
http://unoiOJcienceneLorg,vk 
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A subscription to The Independent 
International is the perfect way to keep 
in touch. A weekly newspaper 
containing the best of The Independent, 
it is packed full of British and 
international news. Buy the gift of an 
annual subscription for someone, and 
we will include a collection of 
photographs of Kenya, “Shadows of 
Brightness”, for free. The book 
illustrates the richness of African life, 
through beautiful photographs which 
capture Kenya’s subtle moods, awesome 
views, and the warmth of its people. 
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WIN A WEEK LONG 
ALL-INCLUSIVE 
CLUB MED SKIING 
HOLIDAY. 

Everyone can be a winner with The Independent this week! 
We've teamed up with Club Med and Rossignol tq ^ve away . 
seven fantastic all-inclusive Club Med Ski hofidaysfor two and 
seven nmnersHip prizes of Rossignol CUT 9.6-Slds.PIusa 
SPECIAL OFFER for every reader FREE sid and bqot hire when 
you book your ski holiday direct with Club Mei r r : ' . 

With 26 top ski resorts wo rid- wide. Club Med offersthe ideal 
solution for those looking for an ait-inclusive, hassle-free sfd 
holiday, so you don^jhaye^touworry about unexpected extras! : 
The holiday prize pajqfcsqge includes: . . _ 

•Return flights and transfers from London. - 
•Full board including wine with meals. «Ski Pass ; 

•Ski tuition ( full or hatfday).* Entertainment. • Insurance. 

You could win an all-inclusive holiday at Club Med St Moritz.Roi 
Soleil, which is doseto the costru^it^i resort of St Moritz in 
Switzerland. The high altitude amfjnorth fadng ki^tiv^ offers 
more than 400km of runsand after an invigorating dayVskHng, 
return to the hotel and enjoy its exceJlent leisiire facilffcfev 1 
including a swimming pool, weights room and sauna. 

Adult Prices at St Moritz fld Sbld! start from £715 for I week. 

Rossignol are giving runners up prizes of seven pairs of CUT 9.6 
skis. Worth approximately £200, the CUT 9.6 ski is the ultimate 
confidence builder offering fun and enjoyment for the athletic 
skier who wishes to carve turns with precision and control. 

HOWTO ENTER 

■ , .■ 

Simply collect any three tokens in The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday between Saturday 7th and Friday 13th 
November and send them together with your completed coupon 
to 'Independent/Club Med Ski OfferV Ref: 029, Sandytands 
House, Morecombe, Lancashire LA3 I DG. The closing date for 
entries is Wednesday 18th November 1998. All entrants will be 
sent a Club Med Voucher for your 'Free Ski.and Boot hire'. 
Winners and runners up will be notified in writing, letters will 
be dispatched on or before Wednesday 25th November 1998. 
Whether you are travelling as a family, couple, a group of friends 
or on your own, you'll find Club Med offers somethnig far every 
age and inclination. . . 


For a brochure call: 01455 852 202 and quote lndepen^erif|»fcP: 
For direct bookings and enquires call: 01715811161 <o7o6clcjbmbq). 

TERMS AND C0NDTT10NS 

1) Al entrants and guests must be 18 yoare old or war. 2) No purchase necessary. Missing tokens can be 
obtained by sending an SAE to; The Independent. Club Med Offer, TTfti Floor. One Canada Square, 

London E14 5DL before the deadline. 3) The dosing date for entries is Wednesday 18th November 1898. 
The wfoneis vriH be notified by maB, these letters w3 be dispatched on Wednesday 25th November 1998 or 
before. 4) The holidays are as per the Club Med Winter Ski - 98/99 brochure and must be completed by the 
end of the season covered by this brochure (approx Apr! 1999 deperxfing on destination). 5) The prizes are 
seven aB-industve one week hofidays for two adults at selected Club Med Ski Wages subject to availability. 
6) AH holidays may be subject to alteration and change and exclude Christmas. New Year and Easter 
weeks. 7) The prizes are non transferable and can only be accepted as offered. There are no cash 
alternatives. 8) The seven sets of Rossignol CUT 9.6 site for the runners up do not indude bindings. 

9) Photocopies, damaged or defaced tokens wfl not be accepted. Proof of posting wl not confirm entry. 

We wifi not accept responsibility for items tost or damaged in the post 10) Independent Newspapers shall 
not be Sable for any costs, claims, Ir^urfes, damages or loss occasioned by any falure, however caused, to 
fuKB the terms of this promotion. 11) Employees of the Independent, their agents and members of their 
(amflfos and households are not eligible to enter. 12) No correspondence wffl be entered toto and the 
Editors decision is finaL Promote rCTub Med. 





10/DESIGN 


THE FRIDAY REVIEW 
The IndrpMwktf *3 Nwvwnlff 199S 


Sharp urban potters 


Potters have left 
their remote 
cottages behind 
and traded in the 
hippy aesthetic to 
lead professional 
careers in the city. 
By Lesley Jackson 


W hen Bernard Leach 
chose remote St 
Ives far his pottery 
back in 1920, it was 
because he felt he 
could be more cre- 
ative living in the country than in the dly 
Most pioneer stLKfio pottos followed his 
example. It wasn’t until the arrival of 
Lode Rie from the Continent in 1938 that 
ft w> afiienniatin n hpha ppn craf tsmanship 

and rural living was challenged. 

Rie came from Vienna and brought 
with her an urban aesthetic influenced 
by the Bauhaus. London was her nat- 
ural home, and she had no thoughts of 
leaving it With the rise of the hippy 
movement during the late Sixties, 
craftspeople once again became allied 
with back-to-the-earth living. If yon 
were s ta rting up as a potter in the early 
Seventies, the likelihood was that you 
would go and live in a cottage in a re- 
mote part ofWales with a few goats, half 
a mile down an unmad e track. 

in ttw* e ntr ep ren eurial Kightips three 
assumptions were questioned. Ybung 
arts and makers became aware 
of the need for their businesses to be 
economically viable, which meant being 
close to major centres of population. 
Now the trendiest place for a maker to 
be is at the heart of the city, preferably 
in an unpre possessing, post-industrial 
building where the rent is low, but the 
artistic kudos is proportionally high. 

Thirty-nine-year-old Kate Malone, 
one of Britain’s leading potters, rests on 
the cusp of these two movenents, with 
one foot in the hippy camp (she and part- 
ner Graham make a pilgrimage to India 
almost every year), but the other firm- 
ly rooted at the nexus of the London con- 
temporary applied art scene. When 
she was studying ceramics at Bristol in 
the late Seventies, one cfher tutors was 
Wally Keeler; at that time a prime ex- 
ponent of the back-to-the-earth move- 
ment But in 1983 Kate mowed to London 
for three years at the Royal College of 
Art and, although the urban experience 
was disorientating she soon found it ex- 
hilarating and creatively liberating. 

Dressed in her tailor-made tweed 
dungarees, Kate still carries vestiges of 
an earlier hippy aesthetic, but the ap- 
parently laid-back exterior belies a 
sharp business mind. There is nothing 
dreamy or amateurish about the way 
she manages herlife and her careec She 
is respected throughout the crafls world 
as a consummate professional 
I first met Kate back in 1988, two 
years after she had graduated from the 
RCA, when she was working in Arts 
Council-subsidised studio space under 
the railway arches beneath Hungerford 
Bridge. Even then she was one to 
watch, and she already had ambitious 
plans for a workshop of her own. 

Kate and her partner Graham In- 
gtefield. a craftsman-builder, had re- 
cently purchased a dilapidated house in 
Hackney which they were renovating. 
Instead of establishing a studio in the 
basement as many potters do, the plan 
was for Graham to build a large two- 
storey workshop on a strip of land at the 
back of the bouse, which Kate would 




Kate Malone holding one of the vegetable-like pieces from her latest exhibition. The Allotment’ Richard Olivier 


thm share with a group of potters, using 
the rent to cover the mortgage and 
the overheads. 

By 1992 Balls Pond Studio was up and 
r unning, complete with artist-designed, 
wrought-iron balcony and door by 
Stephen Fbrster From this date Kate’s 
career flourished, too. Her pots got larg- 
er; her glazes got richer; and the studio 
went from strength to strength. Much 
to her satisfaction, she was not alone in 
her success: everyone who worked 
there benefited from the momentum 


ble up as a galley - terrazzo flooring 
on the ground floor; and wooden floors 
upstairs which can be sanded and re- 
polished. Decoration has since been 
added in the form of a ceramic tile mo- 
saic on the stairs designed by Martin 
Moore. Kate is quick to point out how 
privileged she and her fellow potters are 
to enjoy facilities of this qualify. 

The first floor houses a small display 
area, and twice a year the entire build- 
ing is converted into a gallery for a spe- 
cial open studio exhibition over a long 


One of the original aims of the studio was to act 
as a seedbed for potters beginning their careers 


and the critical mass. 

A long narrow building with a 
pitched, top-lit roof and a spiral staircase 
at one end. Balls Pond Studio is large 
enough to accommodate right potters 
at any one time, although by adopting 
a time-share system. 12 potters can 
enjoy the studio’s facilities. There are 
two kilns, one extra-large for firing 
major commissions- Although the basic 
construction is no-nonsense concrete 
blocks, Graham was meticulous about 
the interior detailing, installing can- 
tilevered workbenches, lots of built-in 
shelving, low-voltage spotlights 
throughout -so that the studio can dou- 


weekend. Each individual is free to ex- 
hibit independently at any time, and as 
people’s careers take off, it is accepted 
that they may move on. One of the orig- 
inal aims of the studio was to act as a 
seedbed for potters embarking on their 
careers, providing hlgh-quallly facilities 
at an affordable rent (a mere £26 per 
week, inclusive of heating, lighting and 
cleaning) and enabling individuals to tap 
into Joint marketing initiatives. 

All the potters who have passed 
through Balls Pond Studio have bene- 
fited from Kate’s dynamism and cre- 
ativity; she is renowned for her* 
generosity in helping others, technically 


personally and professionally as well as 
aesthetically She sees herself, too, as 
a “gardener of pots”. Her latest exhibi- 
tion is called “The Allotment” and 
along with plump pumpkins and prick- 
ly pineapples, it contains a sumptuous 
array of vessels inspired by pods, seeds 
nuts and berries. 

Last year baby Scarlet popped out of 
the Malone/Ingiefield greenhouse, 
which has prompted a few changes. Hav- 
ing spent the last lOyears nurturing the 
studio and the people in it, as well as 
creating her own ceramic cornucopia. 
Kate is anxious to secure a future for 
the enterprise. The latest {dan is for a 
group of potters from Balls Fond to set 
up a new communal studio nearby. This 
would allow Kate the much-needed 
space for expansion. She is enthusias- 
tic about the idea of Balls Fond Studios 
spawning another workshop of similar 
quality. 'Hie more, the better; as far as 
she is concerned. 

'The Allotment opens at the Midland 
Arts Centre, Cannon Hdl Park, Birm- 
ingham on 14 November and runs 
until 3 January 1999, jbUoioed by a 
national tour. Balls Pond Studio is open 
by appointment at BBCuffindMews (to 
the rear of 157 Balls Pond Road), Lon- 
don Nl 4DX (tel 01 71-254 4037;fax.01 71- 
2750401). The next studio open days are 
5-6 December, llam-7pm 


Evolutions in Design 


no 3: the Shower 


First-Class Deliveries 


No l: Waddesdon Manor 


THE FIRST refreshing shower 
fell upon Adam and Eve, un- 
bidden. Thereafter generation 
begat generation until the time 
of the Noah family’s embarka- 
tion when the natural shower 
had became rather too much of 
a good thing. 

After this, records are scanty 
until the Roman era. Their 
plumbing arrangements were 
admirably sophisticated: water 
of varying temperature, was 
channelled to flow down upon 
the ritfeens with all the force of 
gravity. Then came the Dark 
Ages, which lasted for dirty cen- 
times. Only the advent of a 
proper water-supply during the 
of Victoria enabled domestic 
engineers to design a proper 
shower In 1897. before electric- 
ity you could use legs to pump 
a pedabshowee which was hard 
work. In 1902 the company 
founded by Thomas Crappei; 
produced an “Independent 
shower-bath with spray”. And in 
1910 a bath was marketed with 
a curved enamel wall alone end, 
follof spouts. Achadrerfs home 
in Stockport had one, but gave 
it away because it used too 
much water 

As our century advanced, 
showers began appearing in 
many h omes, thnugft the FngfrA 
really preferred a bath. But 
since the power-shower every- 



Victorian showerbath 
Khrng has chang ed. The Ulti- 
mate model is to be found at 
Cedar Falls Health Farm. It is 
England’s only Vichy shower; im- 
ported from the French spa. It 
is magnificent and this is how it 
works: the showerer and atten- 
dant enter a tiled room where 
the former lies on a plastic 
couch and is oiled by the tatter 
A long metal arm, studded with 
nozzles, is swung across the re- 
cumbent bods whose spine is 
then pummelled by powerful 
jete of water The room fills with 
steam. Everything becomes 
misty and dripping. The resul- 
tant sensation of decadent well- 
being is powerful enough to 
have brou^it about, without as- 
sistance, the rout and total col- 
lapse of the Roman Empire. 

Sue Gaisford 


SIT DOWN, have a glass of 
wine and flip through a 
catalogue. Relax - you're 
Christinas shopping and 
here’s how to do it in style. 
Over the next few weeks, we 
will profile the best of the 

mail order catalogues 
offering design-led items for 
the home. 

Waddesdon Manor is 
manag ed on behalf of the 
National Thist by a 
Rothschild trust Its first 
ever mail-order catalogue is 
a revelation: the traditional 
offerings of potpourri, soaps 
and tea towels are nowhere 
to be seen. In their place is a 
selection of Rothschild 
wines, pretty china, well- 
designed children’s toys and 
an assortment of gifts. 


If s slim but dassy - all 
the items are inspired by 
TOaddesdorfs own collection: 
ravishing notecards and 
boxed coasters inspired by a 
dark blue, Sevres orange 
tub, C1745, fluted wine 
glasses and a handsome, 
red-leather box decorated 
with a gold-tooled design 
taken from an 18th-centuiy 
French bookbinding in the 
Whddesdon library. 

The visionary behind 
these imaginative objects is 

Sara Sweetland, who was 

given a free hand to re- 
design the shop and its 
merchandise by Lord 
Rothschild. Sweetland says: 
“Rather than produce heavy 
duty replicas, it makes 

sense to capture the spirit of 


waddesdon by designing a 
range of goods taking 
elements from some of the 
items on display. I wanted to 
make the shop as visually 
exciting as the house itself - 
with tiie added buzz that you 
can bpy the things you're 
seeing. Another mission is 
to keep the price down." 
Best buy: the set of four 
Sevres table mats, 
featuring a Sfevres, 
porcelain roundel, C1780, 
in the Tower Room at 
Waddesdon for £12.95 
Worst buy: the four pin 
cushions in the shape of 
twee shoes, £6.75 each. 
Wadde s don Manor. 
Aylesbury, Bucks (01296 
651282 ext 241) 

Amicia de Moubray 
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p *k e SP_ st im _ Bortant feature of an airport lounge? Comfortable seating. What will travellers be sitting on in Cathay 

area at Chek Lap Kok? Concrete. And they love it - minimalism has really taken off. By Nonie Niesewand 



The Wing: British architect John Pawson has done away with the traditionally cheesy airport lounge to create a clean and serene environment at Chek Lap Kok 


frDennis Gilbert: View 


A very smooth transfer. . . 


A long strip of water 
no wider than a 
footbath inside the 
new Cathay Pacific 
lounge, which opened 
this week at Hong 
Kong Chek Lap Kok airport is the 
most expensive piece of flooded 
real estate in the world. 

It costs $10,000 a week to rent that 
channel within the gi gan tic 4,000 
square metre complex that Cathay 
Pacific have taken over from the Air- 
ports Authority for First Class and 
Business travellers. They have 
spent $200m on a bold new airport 
lounge called The Win& designed by 
minimalist architect John Pawson. 
Those who adopt the Thra Palmer 

Th mkfns nn attitude to travel -never 

turn right at the top of the airport 
stairs - need an extra incentive to. 
keep them loyal to business or first 
class or to upgrade to first Now that 
all the major airlines have taken on 
board extra-outsize rediner seats, 
inflight entertainment, designer 
food and an Old World wine cellar, 
airport lounges are the next move 
to keep customer loyalty. 

Minimalists never lounge. The 
very idea of sinking into soft uphol- 
stery makes these aesthetes spring 
to their feet At home, John Pawson 
has benches: “Fbr me, a bench is 
likely to be more satisfactory than 
a chair because a bench only does 
one thing, and it's always simple. 
Chairs are very rarely simple,” he 
explains. The very idea of getting this 
perfectionist to design the lounge for 
Cathay Pacific in Hong Kong’s new 


airport may seem crazy but at least 
no-one can argue that Cathay didrft 
get what they wanted- When a team 
went from Hong Kong to John Paw- 
son’s practice in London two years 
ago to talk about the jewel in the 
mown of the new airport at Chek Lap 
Kok, John Pawson made the Cathay 
executives perch on long concrete 
benches. Qnfy “the softies” plumped 
for the big leather pads that he calls 
cushions. It’s been a learning curve 
for John, who installed in his artful 
installation of 508 chairs some 20th 
century classics which he has cho- 
sen for comfort - and just one ex- 
ample of his benchmark, the 
concrete slab seat 

“I designed this space which 
could feel personal to each and 
, every person passing through it I 
wanted to offer the international 
traveller the chance, however fleet- 
ing, to fed at hmne.” As the designs 
of Calvin Klierfs flagship shop In 
Madison Avenue and other shops 
around the world, John Pawson 
flies the globe and struggles to stay 
cairn in what he perceives as the 
chaos of international airports. 

Aviation may be 60 years old, yet 
most designers of airport lounges 
are still arrested in Las Vegas style 
circa 1980. Back-lit mini bare, claus- 
trophobic clusters ofvinyi chairs and 
tables, battalions of mobile phones 
re charg in g and stale peanuts is no 
incentive to keeping today’s time 
travellers on seats. Or benches. 

Tb call The Wing a lounge di- 
minishes th»s awesome space. The 
floors and walls are great, grey 


granite slabs emerging from the 
white-painted steel and glass of the 
terminal building by Norman Ebstec 
Fbr weight reasons as much as fire 
risk, thin granite is veneered onto 
aluminium Uocks - but even Stone- 
henge couldn’t look more substan- 
tial than these thick cubes. Set 
about Hke children’s building blocks 
they simply define, rather than en- 
close, different spaces they call FLS 
(personal living spaces). The Wing 
is not a hermetically sealed box. 
Work and seating areas flow seam- 
lessly into one another; with restau- 
rants, bars and working enclosures 
in between delineated by screens of 
shop paper framed in concrete, and 
a long, opaque glass back-lit waH 

The effect is very calming. Paw- 
son is a genius at li ghting, using day- 
light from the top-lit Foster buMng, 
and diffused artificial light from 
hidden sources to play upon sur- 
faces. Ebr the first time Pawson uses 
colour -if you can call the mocha, 
espresso and cappuccino hues 
colourful - on capacious dub chairs 
by Hoffman, Liagre and Wegner 
But the only pattern he permits is 
the play of fight and water upon 
bard surfaces. 

Now travellers in Cathey Pacific 
Wings can shower or bathe when 
they arrive, have a shiatsu massage, 
get on-line, eat at the noodle bar; 
graze intermittent^ in one of the 
20th century classic dub chair s, or 
take a cocktail at the I/mg Bar in the 
slipstream of jets taking off sound- 
lessly outside. 

John Pawson describes Wing as 


an “oasis”, tho ugh to the uninitiat- 
ed that may seem tike the equivalent 
of jainioga fishing expedition in the 
GMii desert Vbu need to experience 
the quality of space, which is the 
biggest luxury these days, with 
carefully thought-out details 13m 
the handle-free doors opening 
smoothty oo hidden hinges, light 
onfy where it is needed, but always 
flattering light 

Bloating in a soak-tub with just a 
paper-white narcissus and piles of 
white towels beside a long sleek pool 
ra showering in a cubide with water 
pelting down as if the monsoon had 
started is all the more luxurious for 
being so simple. Simplicity' is all 

ahrwt refinem ent and s ensuali ty fa 

the choice of materials. 

Because the site is in Norman 
Foster's terminal, he admits that “it 
was rather like being asked to design 
an extension to a cathedral”. Fos- 
ter’s Chek Lap Kok is one of the 
most beautiful airports in the world. 
In its vast, open interiors, crowds 
seem to vanish. The Wing fcy Paw- 
sou relates to Foster’s building and 
gives it a much more intimate 
human scale, without actually re- 
ducing the scale at alL 

What that egalitarian and liber- 
tarian design hi ghlig hts under one 
soaring, glorious roof is that not all 
afrtTawfiersareequaL u Airside ,, (as 
airlines can that no-man’s land be- 
tween the departure gates and flight 
boarding) needs to be carved up so 
that gold card travellers who spend 
on an average 45 minutes waitingfor 
flights - and £4,000 for a return Sght 


first dass from Hong Kong to 
London -feel they are getting good 
value for money. 

No sooner had the Pawson lounge 
opened than it became the subject 
of acrimonious debate, though 
everyone I saw there peacefully in- 
habited the space, either curled up 
and massaging their feet reading 
papers, pfaying cards, sleeping, talk- 
ing, working on lap-tops or eating in 
one of the noodle bars. John Paw- 
son shrugs off comments about 
“mausoleums’’, admits that he carft 
do any thing about “too much day- 
light” hatiling the building (Norman 
fibster spent a long time getting it 
to do just that) any more than he can 
give them “a roof overhead” (ditto). 
Foster’s high, top-lit roof is the air- 
prat’s best feature and the Airport 
Authority certainly resisted any at- 
tempt made to trait it 

John Pawson is stung by all those 
whosay it’s cold (as in hard surfeces 
rather than temperatures). Vbu can 

sea why ha minds- MhrimaliKm fonrtf 

sensory deprivation Watching these 
hard surfaces come to life with re- 
flections of water swirling like an an- 
imated Hockney painting that 
changes as the sun moves is any- 
thing but cold and lifeless. 

The huge, back-lit Long Bar 
stretching 28 metres, that the Amer- 
ican artist Dan Flavin would no 
doubt be pleased to have put his 
name to, has one of the best views 
of a dty not short of them. 

In the First Class restaurant, 
with its gently tapping water pool, 
hungry passengers can choose from 


a menu of oysters, caviar and sushi 
as well as hot meals. 

“I'm all for water but frankly, it 
ought to have trout or ducks in it," 
says Sir Adrian Swires, chairman of 
the group that owns Cathay Pacif- 
ic. He is unconvinced about that run- 
ning water It takes some nerve to 
pay those juices to put a strip of real 
estate under water and then watch 
business travellers getting their 
JP Tbds wet when they inadver- 
tently splash into the pooL 

Initially a tad apprehensive of 
this ambitious venture, untfl he ex- 
perienced the luxury of space that 
is beautifully reasoned and im- 
maculately detailed - and comfort- 
able - Sir Adrian is now a convert 
“It may take a bit of time, but this 
is the way forward.” 

It’s been a tough year for the 
Hong Kong-based Cathay Pacific 
who made a loss of £l3.8m over the 
six months ending 30 June this 
year; compared to a profit of £84m 
in the same period Iastyeac The air- 
line blames the Asian crisis and air 
cargo problems at the new Chek 
Lap Kok airport as one of the rea- 
sons. The fall-off in Japanese trav- 
ellers and the drop in tourism are 
also cited. 

Would they commission the same 
architect to come up with the same 
design today? Peter Sutch, chair- 
man of Swires and Cathay Pacific 
hesitates only momentarily. “Ab- 
solutely. With a few refinements, a 
little softening around the edges. 
Pawson wouldn’t allow a plant in the 
place, you know.” 


These refinements include open- 
ing up another level below the can- 
tilevered platform fora lounge with 
a low ceiling - isn't it astonishing 
that anyone would value a low ceil- 
ing in this age when space is the 
biggest luxury? - and a smokers' bar 
called the Runway, which is at pre- 
sent non-smoking. 

About a year ago, when Cathay 
executives visited mock-ups of the 
Pawson design built in an engi- 
neering warehouse, they called for 
an urgent review. Why no colours, 
no plants, and so overwhelming in 
scale, they argued. Pawson added 
a little deep purple on the Christian 
Liagre chairs but couldn't be shift- 
ed on scale and proportion. 

“That’s what makes a space feel 
good to be in, that and the materi- 
als,” he argued, and won. But at the 
launch party on ll November he 
was cut out of the speeches, which 
was a shame because be was going 
to quote Ruskin on the subject of a 
railway station: “It’s the very tem- 
ple of discomfort, and the only char- 
ity that the builder can extend to us 
is to show us, plainly as may be, how 
soonest to escape from it” 

TTiat, and to remind us how, at the 
dose of the 20th century, he has 
sought to create something which 
is everything the railway station in 
question was noL This project is not 
just another interior, but a building 
within a building, and a piece of ar- 
chitecture in its own right. 

By stepping out of the white 
cube, John Pawson is moving into 
a new territory. 


but still a little rough 
around the edges 


W hy?” was the question 
that caused the com- 
puter Hal in 2001: A 
Space Odyssey to shut down. 

Now the same question is being 

asked of HACTL, Hong Kong’s 
Air Cargo Terminal and the 
largest automated cargo rack- 
ing system in the world - ca- 
pable of moving one thousand 
containers at any given time - 
which failed to deliver the 


Backstage, technical problems slow 
things down. By Nonie Niesewand 
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Outsmarted: Superterminal 

computer that outsmarts the 
architect of an “intelligent 
building, need look no farther 
than Norman Foster’s Supert- 
ennmal 1. » 


©Dennis GUberWew 
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two levels with the Expres s 
Centre, dedicated to express 
cargo and courier operations, 
“in layers, like an onion” 

Superferminal is the largest 
single automated air cargo ter- 


minal in the world, and be- 
cause the speed and function- 
al efficiency of an air cargo 
facility depend on the number 
of access points to the terminal, 
it has a jaw-dropping facade 
over two kilometres con- 
fronting the new airport It took 
two years and nine months to 
bufld. At the peak of construc- 
tion ovra 2500 workers were on 
site. Cargo arrives at the 
HACTL terminal directly from 


the aircraft, where robotic 
cranes lift them into designat- 
ed pigeon holes. At its core is 
a triple-height atrium which 
brings natural light deep into 
the b uilding . On the east and 
west sides, great steel-framed 
racks pigeonhole cargo for pro- 
cessing. It then passes via 
bridges to the warehouse 
where it is unpacked, checked 
by Customs and Excise and 
transferred to the storage Sys- 
tran fbr up to two months, or 
loaded on to trucks. Like a fac- 
tory production cycle, empty 
containers fill with new cargo 
and are loaded on to waiting 
freight planes. The whole sys- 
tem is controlled by a central 
computing system (COSAC), 
developed and marketed by 
' HACTL, which can identify apy 
particular item as soon as the 
in-bound aircraft leaves its air- 
port of origin, and tracks it 
until it is collected. 

The Express Centre, which 
can handle livestock from ele- 
phants to whales and precious 
goods, inri lifting raring CSTS 
and shipments of diamonds, 
cash and gold bullion, has two 
large hydraulic lifts capable of 
lifting fully loaded 20m long 
trains. With so much automa- 
tion, Foster was keen to put a 
human face on Superterminal 
1 by building in facilities fra the 
airport stafl^mary of whom five 
on Chek Lap Kok island. 

A gym, three squash courts, 
four badminton courts and a 
25m heated outdoor pool are 
just some of the perks. There 
is a rooftop garden planted 
with mature trees which any- 
one who has read Gridiron 
might want to check out as a 
haven for the next time the 
computer throws a wobbly. 
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Legal Notices 



OFFICE of IZ- 
RAIL REGULATOR 

THE RAILWAYS ACT 1993 
licence Exemption Application by 
Jackson Civil Engineering Ltd 
(‘the Applicant*) 

Company Registration Number: 509379 
Principal address of the Applicant: 
Perimeter Road 

Port of Tilbury, Tilbury, Essex RMS 7 EH 

Directors of the Applicant: 

Peter John Andrews 
Peter Kenneth Fryer, 

Raymond Clive Masson 

The Rail Regulator hereby gives notice in 
accordance with section 7 (4) of the Railways Act 
1P93 that he proposes to grant the Applicant an 
exemption from the requirement to bold a non- 
passenger licence, which would otherwise be 
required for the operation of trains (within 
absolute possession of the track.) in connection 
with certain maintenance activities, on the 
grounds that it is not appropriate for the full 
licensing provisions to he applied to such 
operations. Any person who wishes to make any 
repr es entation or objection with respect to the 
proposed exemption should send such 
representation or objection to: 

Ms.issita Diana 
Licensing and Compliance 
Passenger Senices Group , 

Office cf the Rail Regulator, 1 Waterhouse Square, 
138-142 Holbom London. EC1N2TQ 

not later than 11 December 1998 
Dated 13 November 1998 John Swift QC 


Legal Notices 


No. 096251 Of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES CO URT 
IN THE MATTER OF BALTIC* 
INSURANCE COMPANY lUKl 
LIMITED 

AND IN TOE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ALT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a Pcuuon ms uu the 2nd dj» 
of Nounntet l*NK presented to 
Her Mjjusljrt High C**urt of 
Justice for the ronTuuxura uf l be 
rrduam id rapnaJ nl ihc ahm- 
naincd Company from ClJIKUni 
dirtdcd HI 10 2IJW0.HU -A - 
Onimarv Shares of £1 each and 
US S 210 dreided min 2IJWKI “B* 
Ordinary Shares at $001 each in 
aoudraicdmio lUO-VCOhimirr 
Shares of £1 each and ihr 
cancelbihW o! the Company's 
than |umiiuiu account 
AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN Out the -aid IVUbon a 
directed to be beard before the 
Companies Coon Rcghinr at [be 
Ron] Courts of Jdsucc. Strand. 
Lnbdon WC2A 2LL. cm 
Wednesday, (be 25lh day «T 

Nix. ember |W 

AND creditors nr shareholders uf 
ihc said Company desiring lu 
oppose the mating of an Order for 

the confirmation of the said 

reduction in capital and 
ranrrllatinn uf ihc share premium 
annul should appear at the rime 
of ihc hearing m person in I if 
Counsel for that purpose. 

A cop* of the said Human will Nr 
furnished to any such persnn 
requiring ibe fame by the 
undenncnooaed SoUdurs on 
Dayman id ihe regnbued charge 
for ibe same. 

Dared tbs 15b cby of Nw IW 
Da, In AnaU Cooper 
12 Mdrad Hmlsota EC-NMD 
Tet 0171 r&ZZZZ 
Rue>171 J3J9II4 

Rc£3K5H , lHa3.Uflr 
Sedan* to the ftttuncr 


naOLysrcvBUJS twf 

THE BERKELEY 
PLAYHOUSE CLUB 
LIMITED 

Kick of Pimm MmtatCWi 

fudc d i n do tai Jt 

MbuuksfHa «udr. 
!h»Mbtfira 

MCHOUS JOHN MUD .tfaMnr 
k**hokbnofflH) 


Residential Homes 


WANTED! WANTED! WANTEDI CD 
Slnota. ARTIST: Fate. TRACK: 
Donj you whom me (Oacfccur- 
rant Tango llfad- Co* David on 
Ot 299 4391 SB. 


Charities 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 

Bordon, Hants. GU35 9JZ fjflKj 
Reg. Charity No. 270288 ^ 


INSOLVENCY ACT IWb 
WARD GROUP PLC 
{■Adafatantha 

H)IO IS HIRIN' GIV[N PMXIM hi 
Smnn M ol d* fauAmy fei 1 *** thaa 
Mrrtae ot Cmbor. d trtawinl 
Corapia fo hrU at Ibr IJunm IkaL 

Ot Sqtuir. IrrUs. ISI 4PL wt J4 
Nnimta 1998* J DOpn ta nopcm 
imvmoj n Smntt *W a 101 a ihr ud 
no. 

fcl d Ihr wan Ml xUrun of ihr 
Ctaptny, Orders ran hr nmd brr 
dw lolarm lOAUaWslDpaA 
Cod CbBt. Bmon Hiw. 11 Wrtanaa 
Sum. Inrih 151 4JP m ta twu (wuw*> 

dj** |iniiSf Sr drr 4 hr M ia( 

Cirdtan HfcSmj; to vwr * (hr nrrin; 
nw huJru. Ary air mbndial nnlmi 
aorratog m pmrrt roar Btrw bows nr 
■ronvfdri Cni GJtf, tmm hoirc 11 
Wrtapon Surd Irnh LMapnoUn 
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My life as a fictional character 


The artist Sophie Calle spent a week in a telephone booth. Why? 


Because novelist Paul Auster told her to. By Elisabeth Mahoney 


I t’s the stuff that some 
men's dreams are 
made o£ A woman 
you've had your eye on 
for years offers herself 
to you- “I will do what- 
everyou tell me,” she says, “for 
up to one year Nothing is out 
of bounds - the most important 
thing for me is to obey you." At 
this point, most mere mortal 
males would be reaching for the 
year-planner But not if the 
woman in question is the 
French artist, Sophie Calle, 
and you are the American nov- 
elist, Paul Auster. 

In his 1992 novel. Leviathan, 
Auster included a note in which 
he thanked Calle for allowing 
him to mingle fact with fiction 
in his portrayal of the charac- 
ter Maria, an artist whose work 
the narrator describes as “too . 
nutty ... too idiosyncratic, too 
personal to be thought of as be- 
longing to any particular medi- 
um or discipline". 

This, if you’re not familiar 
with Calle’s work, is a pretty 
spot- on summary. Auster cred- 
its his character with some of 
Calle’s more enigmatic art pro- 
jects from the 1980s: following 
strangers on the streets of her 
native dty photographing them 
from a distance; pursuing one 
of these strangers to Vbnice and 
back again; examining the 
sleeping habits of strangers 
she invited to sleep in her bed; 
calling up every name in an ad- 
dress book she finds to piece 
together the story of a life; tak- 
ing a job as a hotel chamber- 
maid to gain access to guests' 
rooms, the contents of which 
she secretly photographs. 

For such a keen chronicler 
of strange metropolitan life as 
Austen these games on city 
streets - themselves blending 
fact and fiction - proved irre- 
sistible. But little can he have 
guessed how his own narrative 
would unfold. Some artists 
would have been flattered by 
the reference to their work, kept 
a copy of the novel in the house 
to show friends - that sort of 
thing. Not Calle. She decided to 
do a little fact and fiction min- 
gling of her own, the results of 
which will go on show as part 


of Double Games, a major ex- 
hibition of her work opening in 
Sheffield tomorrow. 

First, she set about getting 
to know Maria better (that’s 
Maria, the fictional character 
based on herself, you under- 
stand). Maria made art of 
strange, obsessive rituals as 
Calle does, but she had some 
fine oddities of her own - re- 
stricting herself to foods of one 
colour on a giyen day, for ex- 
ample, and living under the 
spell of one letter of the alpha- 
bet Calle malrp-s quick, funny 
work of copying thfe, as if to let 
the fictional artist know she's an 
absolute beginner in the idio- 
syncratic stakes. 

Sticking to a rigidly chro- 
matic diet for a week last De- 
cember Calle photographed 


plains in wonderfully deadpan 
style, as if this is all complete- 
ly normal. “Instead of writing 
about Maria imitating me, I 
wanted him to say her name 
was Sophie, that she was 45, 
lived in Paris and did this and 
that, which I would obey. I 
gave him one year of my life.' 1 

Unsurprisingly perhaps. 
Auster didn’t take up the 
chance to take fiction out of the 
equation. “He didn't do it," says 
Calle, with the word “wimp” not 
mentioned, but written across 
her face, “because it was too big 
a responsibility.” I ask ho* if she 
would really have gone through 
with whatever Auster had 
scripted. She looks at me as if 
I am mad. “Yes. It was my pro- 
posal. I was ready. But instead 
he sent me instructions for the 



For such a keen 
chronicler 
of strange 
metropolitan 
life as Auster, 
these games 
proved irresistible 


the unappealing offerings be- 
fore tucking in with matching 
plastic cutlery. It’s hard to say 
which day looks worse, the 
white (fish, rice, fromageblanc 
and milk) or the pink (ham 
and taramasalata, washed 
down with strawberry ice 
cream and rosd wine). But she 
has the greatest fun with the 
letter game, dressing up and liv- 
ing life to the letter B, C and W. 
Par B, Calle la transformed 
into a Bardot-like babe sur- 
rounded by cute, funy animals 
(all beginning with the letter R, 
of course); for C, she's in a 
cemetery and for W she goes 
for a weekend in Wallonia sur- 
rounded by W-inspined objects. 

Now on quite intimate 
terms with Maria, Calle took 
the fact and fiction game one 
stage further. “I asked Paul to 
write the story of a character 
which I would obey," Calle ex- 


amelioration of life in New York 
which I obeyed for one week." 

These instructions included 
smiling at strangers, letting 
them talk to her for as long as 
they liked, distributing food and 
cigarettes, and cultivating her 
awn spot on the city streets, 
tending it for an hour each day. 
Calle chose a phone booth, mak- 
ing it comfy with a chain small 
change, reading material, food 
and drinks, and decorating it 
with flowers, photographs and 
paint. “As it was mine, I put in 
a tape recorder;” Calle laughs, 
Expert; those tapes to turn up in 
an avant-garde extravaganza 
in years to come. 

While it might seem that 
Auster took the easy option in 
giving Calle a week’s worth of 
jobs which, at worst, might be 
slighfiy embarrassing, the chal- 
lenge for Calle was tougher 
than living out a scripted, but 


anonymous life, for a year. 
“Everything about it was hard," 
admits Calle, “because it was 
not my natural behaviour, I (fid 
it as a job, I did it because T said 
I would obey. The work's more 
about how I deal with it - it's 
more about me than usual and 
it involved me doing things I 
don’t normally do, lika talking 
to crazy people.” 

This new work, in loose col- 
laboration with Austen is indeed 

different in atmosphere from 
Calle's previous projects. It’s 
lighter in tone, more playful, 
and obviously ironic. Bxit like all 
her work, it involves some risk 
on the part of the artist and the 
artwork itself is not one 
precious object in a gallery 
but a long (sometimes painful- 
ly so) drawn out process. When 
I ask her why she works in this 
way Calle bristles visibly. “I 
wouldn’t enter that level of self- 
analysis, it’s not my job to be my 
own critic. I just know how 
things arrive. My work started 
for personal rather than artis- 
tic reasons. After travelling for 
seven years, I returned to Paris 
and began following people in 
the streets because I didn’t 
know what to do with my life, 1 
was lost" 

From this aimless wander- 
ing came her first art projects, 
then Calle hired a private de- 
tective to follow and photo- 
graph hec After the address 
book project, she was pubKcfy 
attacked (by the book’s owner 
and critics alike) for intrusive- 
ness, so her work turned auto- 
biographical, culminating in 
the new work inspired by 
Auster’s noveL 

Through it all there's a 
thread of voyeurism and im- 
propriety, fact and fiction, 
sadism and masochism. It’s as 
if Calle, like some latter-day 
flaneur on the streets ofParis, 
is still basing the thrill that 
eludes us in the ennui of our 
daily lives but which might just 
lurk around the next dark cor- 
ner She’sstfll fasrinaM by the 
danger and unpredictability of 
urban life which took her to the 
South Bronx in 1980, which is 
the only time, says Calle, she 
ever put herself in real danger. 




Sophie Calle’s installation, cultivating a spot of her own in a New York phone booth 


“I asked people to take me 
wherever they wanted in what 
was thought of as the most dan- 
gerous place I could go. One 
man told me to give Mm my 
money. He asked very nieefy 


and 1 handed it to Mm willing- 
ly. He left me enough to get the 
subway home and then came to 
the galley opening.” As ever 
with Calle, fact tends to be 
stranger than fiction. 


Double Gomes opens tomor- 
row at Graves Art Gallery 
and Site Gallery, Sheffield, 
and. runs up until 30 January 
1999. hi addition, a one-day 
conference discussing the 


Surfing the moral sewer 


AS DOROTHY Parker alleged- 
ly quipped: “Hollywood will 
suck you when noborfy else 
wifi.” And she didn't mean it as 
a compliment But the remark, 
quoted in The Blade Dahlia, 
seems a touch flattering to 
the moral sewer we observe 
late Forties Tinseltown and 
Los Angeles to have been. 

Directed by Mark Alfreds, 
this Method and Madness pro- 
duction is a highly dextrous and 
involving stage adaptation of 
James Ellroy’s testosterone- 
charged latrine-trawl of an 
LAPD novel As you watch it, 
though, you can't help won- 
dering why the movies didn’t 
get here first 

The book is considerably 
more filmic than Ellroy’s LA 
Confidential which wasahuge 
screen hit After all what could 
be more photogenic or dtyfy self- 
referential than the sequence in 
which, while the HOLLY- 
WOODLAND sign on Mt Lee is 
being lopped of its final syllable, 
the demolition work in the area 
uncovers the stomach-turning 


Theatre 


THE BLACK DAHLIA 

DERBY PLAYHOUSE 


shack where beautiful Betty 
Short was tortured, drained of 
blood and cut in half? 

Based on a true, unsolved 
case, the murder becomes the 
obsession of Officer Dwight 
“Bucky" Bleichert But what 
gives the story its peculiarly 
ferocious intensity is the au- 
fiior's personal investment in it 
Ellroy’s own mother was stran- 
gled and dumped in some 
bushes in a sleazy LA locality 
and, accordingly, The Black 
Dahlia is published with the un- 
settling dedication: “Mother 
20-nine years Later This Vali- 
diction in Blood" 

Alfreds and his crack en- 
semble create a tremendous 
sense of the drivenness with 
which Eliot Giuralarocca’s 
nerved-up Bucky conducts his 
inquiries. Peter McKintosh’s 


in a permanent locker room 


surround, surmounted by a Hol- 
lywood billboard that tights up 
like some electronic advent cal- 
endar with whatever symbols 
(Picasso paintings, stuffed dogs, 
photographs of Betly etc.) are 
needed for a scene 

Moving at the speed of light, 
or, anyway, of a lighting switch 
from, say, a lesbian bar to a Ti- 
juana cell to a red-neon bathed 
sleazy motel room, the pro- 
duction makes no concessions 
to the slow-witted 
The start fix- example, is the- 
atrically thrilling - a boxing 
match which keeps being 
freeze-framed for dramatised 
recapitulations of what led up 
to it - and is a king sequence 
that really shows off the razor 
sharp reflexes and co-ordina- 
tion of this company. 

But Fm not sure how intel- 
ligible, in basic plot terms, it 
would be to anyone who has not 
read the book. Themes familiar 
from LA Confidential - the 
corruption of cops, their 
screwed-up sex lives, their 
behaviour unprof essionally dic- 


Tb 21 Non then touring. Bear 
office: 01 332 363275 


The architecture of life 


THE YOUNG guide said: “You 
are my group and I am your 
leaden" Wfe felt a bit like herd- 
ed schoolchildren, but he was 
charming and blond and any- 
way it was exciting to find our- 
selves in the British Library 
after hours to find -what? We 
were on the thrilling brink of tbe 
unknown. 

There were 500 of us, divid- 
ed into carefully marshalled 
platoons, as we entered the 
building’s calm, contemplative 
interior. We even included the 
architect. Sir Colin St John Wil- 
son, who had watched a re- 
hearsal and had been so 
enthused at. seeing his building 
transformed that be had re* 
turned fora second helping. 

The American choreogra- 
pher Stephen Koplowitz’s 
Babel Index is a site-spedfic 
performance on a grand scale. 
Commissioned by Dance Um- 
brella, it requires a boggling or- 
chestration of people in 
different places at the same 


DANCE 


BABEL INDEX 

BRITISH LIBRARY 
LONDON 


time. Like Koplowitz’s Grand 
Canyanat the Natural History 
Museum two years ago, Babel 
Index takes inspiration from the 
building’s physical design and 
invokes its mission as a store- 
house of human knowledge. 

Outside in the forecourt, 11 
draped figures stand on 
pedestals, like caryatids. They 
mould themselves in slow 
shapes and hold opened books, 

light shining frnm tho pages - a 
visual pun intended to suggest 
medieval illuminated texts ami 
glowing computer screens. In- 
side, the rest of the 54 dancers, 
dressed in Craig Givens’s red 
worker-suits, are deployed on 
two levels, for viewing by the 
pro me nadin g spectators. 

The opening dance, repli- 


cated on both floors, each 
shows 12 dancers, sitting still 
then slowfy expanding into ac- 
tion, as the taped sound of 
breathing is replaced by whis- 
pering voices, then Jonathan 
Stone’s music. 

We might be watching the 
stirring of life, the beginning 0 f 
speech. And with the curves 
and lines of the contrapuntal 
bodies against a floor like 
parchment, writing is being 
created before our eyes. 

The second section, a col- 
lection of separate simultane- 
ous events, is not entirely 

identical on the two floors, so it 
Is not posable for anyone to see 
everything. %u wander around 
and finda sextet positioned on 
a flight of stairs, passing books 

up and down, as though knowl- 
edge is being transferred 
through the ages. Another 
group is surrounded by 
newsprint; a lone man lurches 
from side to side at the top of 
a vertiginous Babel towee gath- 


ering invisible languages: and 
in the distance, on a high bal- 
cony. stands a line of singers. 

Considered as isolated 
movement, the choreography is 
semaphoric and simplistic, but 
it makes an impact in its 

massed patterns. 

This applies especially to 
the final section, watched by 
everyone from the entrance 
hall as the dancers on three 
balconies unfurl from a spiral 
staircase like a scroll. They 
spread out and sway - a Mex- 
ican wave. Arms spike out in 
star shapes and brandish books 
the way Mao The Tung’s abwds 
did, except this is a populace in- 
doctrinated by the freedom of 
teaming. By now tbe dimaxhas 
arrived, with projections of 
script and human images. And 
when everything stops yon 
have experienced something 
unique: a beautiful bufldifl& 
honoured, celebrated, and . 
brought to unexpected life. 

NADINE MEISNER 


tated fry their own family his- 
tory - recur here, with many 
cynical twists. 

Theatre's tendency towards 
non-naturalism enables Alfreds 
to depict the motel room as a 
psychic diagram of Bucky’s 
perverse rompulsion to conflate 
bed mates with the dead Betty. 
The set’s walls of lockers are 
used, with versatile artistic 
flam to emblematise tbe various 
disclosures, as when they mag- 
ically open like a warped Al- 
addin's cave to reveal the 
murderers many jars of pickled 
human remains. 

Two old ladies walked out to- 
wards the end of the perfor- 
mance during a graphic 
description of the killing. Odd, 
because they had survived quite 
a hit by that stage, including talk 
of a cop vengefully blinding 
prostitutes by rubbing his 
syphilitic penis in their eyes. Me, 
I was glued to nay seat 

PAUL TAYLOR 
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work, of Sophie Calle will be 
held at Site Gallery on 26 No- 
vember -call 0114281 2077 for 
details. The exhibition mU 
tour to Caniden Arts Centre in 
February 
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MUSIC 

Too good to be forgotten 

Joe Harr iott was one of the great jazz innovators of the Sixties, fit to rank with the heavyweights. 
So why isn’t he as famous as John Coltrane? Because he was invisible. By Kevin Le Gendre 

I 


n Britain’s black community, 
1998 will be remembered as 
the year of the Wmdrush 
anniversary celebrations. 
Books, TV pr ogramme and 
gala performances have aH 
marked 50 years of a Caribbean pres- 
ence in the UK. Pioneers from sport, 
education and literature have been 
duty honoured. some important fig- 

ures in the immigrant experience 
have been overlooked. 

The name Joe Harriott means lit- 
tle to most black Britons. This is a 
poignant irony considering that Har- 
riott was one of the greatest jazz 
musicians the UKhas known, and that 
1998, the Windrush year, is the 25th 
anniversary of his death. 

Born into poverty in Kingston, 
Jamaica, in 1328, Harriott was brought 
up at the famous Alpha orphanage in 
the city. Run.by strict n uns, Alpha be- 
came an unofficial music academy of 
the highest order; producing some of 
the most important musicians in Ja- 
gj maican history, including Tommy Mc- 
v Cook and Don Drummond of the 
Skatafites. After leaving Alpha a skilled 
clarinettist and alto saxophonist, he 
worked his way into Jamaican big 
bands such as Ossie Da Costa’s, who 
brought him to in 195L Harriott made 
an immedia te impact on his arrival, 
and in 1953 he put his own group 
together- a racalty integrated onefea- 
turing the fine St Vincent-born trum- 
peter; Shake Keane. 

The early fifties was an writing 
time in jazz, In the S tates, the fop nprin 
rhythmically complex style of bebop 
was giving way to the nuances of 
modern jazz. Charlie Parker; the 
man who had led the bop revolution 
in the Fbrties, was entering his twi- 
light and the innovations of Miles 
i . , Davis, John Coltrane and Ornette 
Coleman were only half a decade 
away. Harriott had absorbed Parker’s 
innovations but established his own 
musical identity. 

“He had his particular style," says 
Coleridge Goode, a Jamaican bassist 
who played with Sfephane Grappelli . 
and Django Rheinhardt before joining 
Harriott “He used the music of the 
times but he gave it his own inflec- 
tions. He was very forceful, very de- 
cisive in his playing." Other museums 
were quick to spot his strong per- 
sonality. “This independent, West In- 
dian streak was very marked in him 
and contributed to his writing, which 
is very original,” says Michael Garrick, 
a pianist whose trio shared the bill 
with Harriott’s quintet at the Marquee 
Club. “Joe’s compositions, such as 
^ ‘Coda’, Abstract* or 'Beams', these are 
r® unique in music, not just jazz. They 
have a lot of humour as well as a 
thrusting jazz quality." 

So much for Harriott the musician 
- what of the man? “He was very 
bright, very argumentative,” recalls 
Garrick, who would later record a 
series of jazz and poetry alb u ms with 
Harriott and writers such as Laurie 
Lee. “He could either be seriously 
ar gume ntative or have great fun with 
it - he had an excellent way of twist- 
ing words.” Harriott had all the pre- 
requisites of a star: charisma, 

- buoyancy and talent. 

In 1960, he confirmed his original- 
ity in startling fashion with the album, 

Freeform, most of which was written 

. from a hospital bed after he contracted 

mu tuberculosis. It was a starkly ab- 

” street work making little use of set 

harmonic sequences and came at a 

time when jazz was in a state of flux. 



Harriott had all the prerequisites of a star: charisma, buoyancy and talent 


Retfems 


progressive players taking the music 
into hitherto uncharted territory. In 
the previousyeai; Miles Davis had ex- 
plored the possibilities of modal com- 
position with Kind Of Blue , John 
Coltrane had given the tenor sax a 
new emotional intensity with Giant 
Steps and Ornette Coleman had 
shocked the jazz establishment with 
The Shape Of Jazz 7b Come. 


'Joe broke things up - 
he wanted the music 
to convey specific 
feelings, paint pictures' 

Despite the image that jazz had as 
a music of free expression, it was shot 
through with divisions and factions. 
Traditionalists and modernists didn’t 
mix. Harriott’s music was problematic 
in that it didn't fall into any neat com- 
partments. Not everybody dug it, as 
Coleridge Goode recalls: “A lot of the 
musicians would scoffat what we were 
doing ... Joe had a concept of break- 
ing things up and not playing in a strict 


tempo. He wanted the music to 
convey specific feelings, to paint 
pictures with sound.” 

The mid-Sxties saw Harriott break 
more new ground with Calcutta-born 
John Maym; a symphonic composer 
who won a scholarship to study at the 
Royal Academy. Arriving in England 
in 1952, he worked regularly with 
riagftioal musicians, then met Dennis 
Preston, a producer at EMI who sug- 
gested his quintet collaborate with 
Harriott’s to develop an innovative 
fusion of Indian ragas and jazz. 

“Joe was the best The parallel be- 
tween his ideas and mine were per- 
fect" says Mayen “Joe was a pioneer 
in putting forward his freeform jazz. 
That’s the reason he tackled the 
Indo- Jazz fusions so well - he had al- 
ready broken away from the structure 
of the chord sequence." 

Tbe musical chemistry between the 
two was extremely fruitful, but what 
was Harriott like to work with? 
“Bloody difficult” laughs Mayen “He 
was sometimes very stubborn. We 
argued about everything: sometimes 
musical things, then haw should we 

go on the bloody orach to a gig. He was 
difficult" This is said with affection. 


However; despite the critical 
acclaim lavished on Indo-Jazz Fu- 
sions, and its impact on subsequent 
generations of both rock and jazz mu- 
sicians, Harriott's profile stayed at a 
modest level The BBC’s Jazz 625 
would always prioritise visiting Amer- 
ican players, while, among home- 
grown musicians. Emmie Scott Cleo 
Laine and Johnny Dankworth were al 


'He was very bright, 
very argumentative - 
he had an excellent 
way of twisting words' 

ways more effectively marketed than 
Harriott a Jamaican with an un- 
compromising reputation. 

“He was fiercely proud. He wouldn't 
play the hanging-m game He wouldn't 
hang around at Bonnie Scott’s to be 
sear," explains Michael Garrick. “He 
thought himself above all that so he 
didn’t make any effort to become one 
of the lads, and that's very important 
in British jazz . . . you’re either in with 


the crowd or you're not He was 
never in.” 

There was also the question of iden- 
tity While African-American musi- 
cians were treated like stars, 
Caribbean players with British citi- 
zenship were a different proposition. 
“If you were John Coltrane. it was 
you’re an American player, you must 
be great!’" explains John Mayer “Joe 
was just as good as them but he came 
from the colonies. And in those days, 

(hp flarfh hpnn and Inrtia own dill f y n. 

sidered British. We'd just got our in- 
dependence, but it was too soon for us 
to just be ... wen, ourselves." 

Harriott had a flat in Clifton HDL St 
John’s Wood, for most of his fife, fond 
ofa drink and known to gamble, but no 
hellraisei: “He lived very simpty" re- 
calls Sharon Atkin, his common-law 
wife. “There was a record player and 
records in his flat - mostly Charlie 
Parker and some Sonny Stitt. He had 
one photograph in his whole flat - at 
Qiarfe Parker He Eked to play bar bo- 
llards m the Clifton pt& next door He'd 
go in th ere and playpiann hwanco Hipy 
had a room with a fire and an upright 
So sometimes Td drag him in there and 

mah>Himp ty" T Ap fife w w l p wipnr a ty 

Ronnie Scott, he had children by dif- 
ferent women and didn't seem to crave 
the security of a nuclear femity. 

fo the earty Seventies, Harriott’s ca- 
reer declined. Jazz had lost a great 
deal of its younger audience to rock. 
Demoralised and in poor health, Har- 
riott left London to tour. In Southamp- 
ton, he fell and was admitted to 
hospital In October 1972, he was di- 
agnosed with advanced cancer of the 
spine. He never came out of hospital 

Verve records have just re-issued 
‘ lndo- Jazz Fusions, Freeform and 
Abstract They all provide ample 
evidence of Harriott’s virtuosity and 
are crucial to Britisbjazz heritage. But 
people have known that foryears. So 
why has it taken so long for these re- 
issues? The thorny issue of Har- 
riott’s “inviahflity” surfaces again. 

When Courtney Pine, the saxo- 
phonist of Jamaican descent 
emerged as an exciting new voice in 
British jazz, he frequency dropped Joe 
Harriott's name as an influence. Yet 
nobody pushed for his classic albums 
to be re-promoted. From a marketing 
point of view, much could have been 
made of the artistic and cultural con- 
tinuity between Harriott and Pine. 
Nothing happened. 

With hindsight, it's clear that the 
music industry never realty appreci- 
ated his brilliance. In mapy ways, Joe 
Harriott was before his time, part of 
a generation of Caribbean immi- 
grants for whom Britain wasntreacty. 
Had he made music in the late Sev- 
enties or early Eighties, his career 
would have coincided with the emer- 
gence of a distinct Black British iden- 
tity and he may have found more 
receptive audiences and record com- 
panies. Instead, he was caught in a 
post-Empire no man’s land and des- 
tined for underachievement, despite 
the reverence of other musicians. 

“I have recordings of Joe in peo- 
ple's front rooms, just blowing on ■ 
standards," comments Michael Gar- 
rick. “I play them on summer jazz 
courses that I teach as a blindfold test 
and they all say it must be someone 
as good as Charlie Parker. It is - it’s 
Joe Harriott” 

1 Freeform ‘Abstract * and ‘Indo-Jazz 
Fusions * are on Verve Records. 
'Swingin' High' is on Cad i llac 


Grrr! She’s wonderful 


IT’S A strange yet dme-hoiwur' 
ed ritual the promoter spends 
thousands hiring the hall and 

flying in the band; the audience 

arrives in a heacty state of ex- 


ana men some uw— 

lafl at the sound desk 
ill up. Or at least that 

lew from Row G. To 
the bloke, the musi- 
:t take a fair share of 
: themselves, 
e all probably hoping 
1st Geri Allen’s trio 
ture bassist Buster 
md drummer Lenity 
un her marvellous 
’Gathering. Instead 
> sturttyyeomen who 
nentty capable but 
t lacking in subtlety, 
as a result. Allen 

oncentrateonheav- 

ssive, blues-based 
ather than pellucid 



ed in a backwash of overtones, 

the volume levels got louder, 

and <me became unnristafcaDJy 

aware, as if in a kind of out-of- 

body experience, that the in- 
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GERI ALLEN TRIO/ 
NIKKI YEOH 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
LONDON 

struments of the trio were ae- 
tuaity an undifferentiated (fin. 

It started off fine, with the 
sprung rttythm of the album’s 
title track ushering in a series 
of (farrling improvisations at 
the keyboard that more than 
justified Allen’s reputation, 
'jyue, you couldn't ac t ually 
hear her very well and the 
drums sounded like biscuit 
tin lids, but surely one 
thought the bloke in the pony- 
tail would soon sort that out? 
He didn’t and while there 
was no doubling Allen's tech- 
nique - or her ability to swing 
as hard as anyone - it re- 
mained deeply frustrating 
If the experience of Allen 
and her trio was strange, the 
young British pianist and ra- 
ins star Nikki Yeoh, who open- 
with a solo set was just 
^-schedu 1 ^^ 
utes, she played for 70 and al- 


most had to be hauled off the 
stage with a hook. Though 
yeohhasyet to learn that less 
wn mean more, her improvi- 
sations contained enough 
shards of brilliance to last a 

careen never mind an opening 

act but they were mixed in 
with quite a lot of dross, too. 

Her great appeal is that 
she sounds like nobody else, 
and her sparky oddball per- 
sonality is engaging and irri- 
tating at the same time. 
Though she took a while to 
warm up, the second half hour 
of her set was wonderful. Then, 
just when you were ready 
admit her genius, however 
wayward, she went and dedi- 
cated the performance, indeed 
the whole evening, to the glory 
of God. Bah! 

But if God was in the QEH 
on Tuesday night (and not at 
the RFH, listening to Dave 
Brubeck), He must have been 
a proper Old Testament, crot- 
chety grandad, fiddling mis- 
chievously with the feders on 
the sound Herir and laughing 
his socks off 

PHIL JOHNSON 


No blues. So what 


THE LAST time Brubeck 
played London, his band wore 
evening suits. This time, they 
wore evening suits and a 
woman on my row produced 
opera glasses. At 77, Brubeck 
attracts and enjttys the trap- 
pings of the classical tradition 
in which he was apprenticed. 

His first British tour was ex- 
actly 40 years ago. He was al- 
ready jazz’s latest big thing - 
an ex-student of Milhaud and 
Schoenberg who had taken 
the jam scene by storm by 
bringing the music out of the 
late-night, big-city jazz club 

and onto the rollugp camp us 
He played privately for presi- 
dents and popes and charmed 
ge n era t io n s of housewives who 
ordinarily would not have 
much time for modern jazz. 
Members erf the aixfience from 
that 1958 visit have been invit- 
ed to a special concert where 
they will meet Brubeck and 
chew the cud over old times - 
an image, I suspect, some- 
what akin to Room 101 for 
anyone without a love (tf jazz. 

His quartet this time in- 
cluded fine British bassist Alec 


REVIEW 

DAVE BRUBECK 
QUARTET 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
LONDON 

Dankworth and drummer 
Randy Jones. But everyone 
was blown away by Bobby 
Militello, a stunning alto sax- 
ophonist and flautist and the 
kind of musician it is truly an 
honour to hear- steeped in the 
entire history of the muse, a 
master of his instruments at 
aqy tempo, imaginative afcd in- 
spired throughout every mo- 
ment of the concert 

His sound was rooted in 
bebop, but one moment it 
came with a soft Lee Eonitz Bt, 
the next a buzz of Sanborn- 
styie static. His rapport with 
the leader was special too. 
They dueled. Baroque-style, 
like two lines from a Goldberg 
Variation. 

Wynton Marsalis likes to 
define jazz as “blues and 
swing". Dave Brubeck has 
done very well for almost 50 
years without showing much 


interest in either But he is fas- 
cinated Ity a wider definition of 
harmony and rttythm, using his 
classical education yet pro- 
ducing a music that trembles 
with the spontaneity that is 
jazz’s disting uishing feature. 

He sounded much more in- 
cisive and excited about his 
Own playing in the second half 
(perhaps because the piano 
had been tuned during the in- 
terval) and it is surety a sign 
of this man’s ingenuity that he 
ran play a single anthem over 
and over and make it sound like 
the best performance imagin- 
able every time. 

He dosed the second set 
with the inevitable “Take 
Five”, but it sounded like 
magic, Militello producing an 
ethereal stream-of-consdous- 
ness, Brubeck darting around 
the keyboard with breathtaking 
resourcefulness. It took two 
encores before an emotional 
audience would go home. 

Brubeck prepared for the 
next city. At 77, most of us 
would be happy if we could stfll 
tie our own shoelaces. 

Linton Chiswick 
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WHITNEY HOUSTON 

MY LOVE IS YOUR LOVE 

ARISTA 


BRjUCE SPRINGSTEEN 

Tracks 

Columbia 


KRUDER fir DORFMEISTER 

The K6D Sessions 

Studio K 7 


METHOD MAN 

Heal 2000: Judgement Day 


JEWEL 

Spirit 

Atlantic 


HER FIRST non-soundtrack work in eight 
years, My Love Is Your Love, finds Whit- 
ney Houston trying to re-position herself 
in a more youthful context The results are 
certainty more intriguing than the usual 
Whitney-Eare, though, as the album pro- 
gresses, her confidence appears to desert 
her, and she slips back into her comfort- 
able old routine. 

Fbr about half the album, though, 
things are quite exciting, espedalty when 
hot young producer, Rodney Jerkins 
(responsible fbr Brandy & Monica's recent 
US megabit “The Boy Is Mine”), is at the 
helm. His “It’s Not Right But It’s Okay” 
opens proceedings with a light frisky 
kalimba-funk groove with Whitney, in 
assertive mode, seeing off a cheating part- 
is angry and mgent even a little abrupt 
it’s begging to be remixed every which way. 
Flirther e videnc e of Jerkins’ sophisticated 
rhythmic sense comes with the album’s 
stand-out track, “If I Told You Thar, an 
infectious funk piece built around a jazzy. 

Contra puntal pian n figure that lends a riirry 


whirl to the song’s swagger and sway. In 
a year’s time, you’ll be sick to death of it 

The same goes for Wyclef Jean's “My 
Love Is Your Love", an anthemic number 
built with a blatarxy even Noel Gallagher 
would admire from the recycled melodies 
of “Don't Think Itoice, It’s Alright” and “No 
Woman, No Cry”. The song’s problem is 
its obviousness though its left in the shade 
in that respect by the duet with Mariah 
Carey, “When Thu Believe”, whose entire 
raison d’etre appears to be to scotch 
rumours about a Whitney/Mariah feud. As 
slushy and overdone as you’d imagine, it 
might have been more tXHxvrndngty chum- 
my had the two women actually shared the 
same studio at the same time. 

Elsewhere, a couple of Missy “Misde- 
meanor” Elliott collaborations add a lit- 
tle feistiness, but then Whitney slinks back 
to her old ways. Only Lauryn Hill's 
revamped T Was Made Tb Love Her” goes 
against the flow, but even that seems 
chained of the Stevie Wonder original’s 
exhilaration. Overall, onty half a revelation. 


UNLIKE THE new Lemon Anthology, 
there's barely any overlap between the 
outtakes on this four-CD set and the 
material already released on Spring- 
steen's albums. Not that that means it’s 
all great, mind; Springsteen was extra- 
ordinarily prolific throughout the Sev- 
enties and the Eighties, but judging by 
Trades, he tended to re-work ideas - 
feels, chords, lyricai slants- obsessive^ 
until he found the paradigm of a par- 
ticular form. 

As a result, sub stantial rinmfca nf this 
set have an overly familiar cast - fine 
when it’s the archetypal neo-Spector 
street opera of “Rendezvous”, every bit 
as dynamic as anything on Bom Tbitam, 

hntl ASs pteasmg pry» ploughs thro ugh 

the leftovers from The River, Hitman 
Tbucfc, and Lucky Ibum. After a while, 
all the cars, edges of town and tragic 
anti-heroes start to blurinto one another 
and one loses focus. 

But there’s plenty here to reward 
fans, including the original 1972 demos 
recorded with A&R legend, John Ham- 
mond, and a riveting early version of 
“Born In The USA", done Nebraska- 
styie, just Bruce, his guitar, and a 
spooky reverb. 


FEW THINGS are as tiresome as the 
remix album, but die Viennese duo of 

Peter Kmripr amj ff frhar ri TV wfineigter 

bring a fresh slant to the form on this 

HnuhUvalhum rnmpTbitifm Pwr tf t a gainst 

the standard Teutonic stomp of the 
tik es of Wtesfoam and Sven Vath, they 
bring a subtle, stripped-down approach 
to their remixes of Roni Size, Alex 
Reece and Count Basic that, renders 
such drum'n’bass artisans infinitely 
more appealing, without denying their 
essential nature. 

There’s no sense of undue hurry 
here, just a relaxed flow that stretches 
across both discs with a pleasing unity 
of atmosphere. Masters of the digital 
delay, K&D locate new rhythms in these 
grooves that transform their parent 
tracks, which include Bomb The Bass's 
“Bug Powder Dust” and Depeche 
Mode's “Useless”. Sick and slippery, 
smooth and fight, there’s a splified-out 
grace to these graves that stag® just this 
side of ambient looseness, moored to the 
beat by the gentlest shuffle of soft per- 
cussion. If your experience of remixes 
is limited to those tedious DJ albums of 
thumping floor-fillers, K&D’s approach 
may come as a pleasant surprise. 


THIS LONG-AWAITED sophomore effort 
from the Wu-Tang Clan heavyweight 
comes studded with answerphone mes- 
sages from such icons of nigritude as 
Janet Jackson, comedian Chris Rock, VJ 
Ed Lover and, er; Donald Thump, an bad- 
gering Meth to huny up and deliver 
another album, litre they can’t live with- 
out his pearls of wisdom. 

The self-aggrandising tone extends to 
the record itself a vernacular tesraat sus- 
tained for 28 tracks wiffloutactualtygwng 
anywhere much outside of the usual 
round of antler-locking and insults. The 
monotone menace of Meth’ s vocal style 
isn't realty applied to any great purpose 
here, and the static loop grooves of his 
Wu-Tang chums RZA, True Master, In- 
spectah Deck and 4th Disciple serve to 
exacerbate the feeling of immobility; of 
being happity mired in deadly quicksand. 

This, in itself wouldn’t be that much 
of a drawback- after aftifs not the first 
rap record to tread water so assiduously 
- but there’s some stuff on here about 
“batty boys” that’s bang out of order As 
long as he’s dragging that knee-jerk 
homophobia around, we shouldn't be 
looking to Method Man for much in the 
way of millennial change. 


jewel KILCHER'S debut album. Pieces 
O/You. sold a whopping 10 million units 
worldwide, of which about seven copies 
must have been purchased here in the 
UK She's the Lilith Fhiiy: the embodi- 
ment of the sensitive waman-ferikie trend 
that hasn’t really travelled that well 
beyond America. 

It’s not hard to see why: the sensfoft- ' 
ity behind Spirit is a little too predonit 
(no pun intended) for sturdier British 
palates, particularly since Madonna’s 
old producer. Patrick Leonard, has 
attempted to cosset her voice here in a 
synthetic approximation of the classic 
Daniel Lanois ambience. 

There's a superficial resemblance to 
the great femateafogepaop g i w ttMS of 
past but Jewel crucially lacks the oat- '# 
going, assertive spirit that Joni Mitchell ■ 
brought to the form. Instead, her songs 
depict a stereotypicafiy cold, cruel world 
in which innocence is routinely violated, 
full of victims and underdogs like the 
deluded lad in "Fat Bpy". Depressing^ 
her antidote to all ills appears to be the 
salvatory power of prayer, pursued with 
dufiingty evangelical talk of a “new axny 
... armed with faith”. Another Christian 
army? That’s all we need. 


The best little 
cowshed in Belfast 


Still a kid, and he’s alright 


“THERE ARE very few places 
on earth that you know what 
you’re going to get before you 
get there,” said Garth Brooks 
at the press conference before 
the first of five sold-out nights 
at this 7,000-capacity cowshed 
on the edge of Belfast 

The city, as Dublin did last 
year has bought a ticket for 
Brooks' country phenomenon 
in a big way. The two seem to 
have a mutual love. It is easy 
to see why Brooks does. “It’s 
a good market to make 
money," he said, before adefing; 
“great people who have a bad 
taste in music. Thank God”. 

Brooks also hedged his 
bets beforehand by comparing 
this first night to the first 
round of a boxing match. “You 
feel each other out Find what 
works and what doesn’t The 
last night will be the best” His 
first move was to come on 
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GARTH BROOKS 

KING S HALL 
BELFAST 


stage playing a power chord 
and then let his fiddler rip into 
the traditional opener of “Cafl- 
in’ Baton Rouge”, with the 
cajun fiddle parts sounding 
more Irish than ever. He 
followed it up with “Two Of A 
Kind” and “Wbrkrn On A Fhfi 
House”, finishing it out of 
breath with the words: “on be- 
half of the band, the crew and 
especially myself, thank you 
for letting us come to this 
great city”. It was a pre- 
dictable double whammy but 
it worked perfectly. 

Fbr “If Tomorrow Never 
Comes”, he laid down his 
guitar and wandered around 
the stage to milk the adulation. 


Hundreds, if not thousands, of 
lighters were lit, and through- 
out he was showered with 
gifts. The end was met with the 
now traditional Irish crowd 
greeting of “Ole, Ole, Ole”. 

. Maybe he pushed too earty. 
“The Thunder Rolls” sounded 
like something swept off Char- 
lie Daniels’ studio floor; and a 
couple of duets with support 
act Irisha Yearwood suggest- 
ed that slick presentation took 
precedence over content 
But he finished with per- 
haps his strongest two songs 
- the bawdy “FYiends hi Low 
Places”, and “The Dance”, 
one of foe best ballads to come 
out of Nashville this decade. 
Predictably, that “Ole, Ole, 
Ole” chant rose again. Brooks 
responded with an encore that 
concluded with a rowdy love- 
in on “American Pie”. 

Tim Perry 



APART FROM a recent charity 
appearance for the Liverpool 
Dockers, and the odd showcase 
to launch the ill-fated Psy- 
chodenstict concept album, The 
Who’s Pete Ibwnshend hadn’t 
played a solo concert in the UK 
for 12 years. Indeed, even his 
performances with extended 
line-ups of The Who have seen 
the former spokesman of his ge- 
generation resting on his lau- 
rels and presenting grandiose 
reprises of Tommy and 
Quadrophenia. 

Away from the tyranny of the 
opus and the big stage pro- 
duction, Ibwnshend and his 
very dextrous Friends (whizz- 
keyboardist Jon Carin, bassist 
Chucho Merchan, vocafist/gui- 
tarist Uacy Langran and Peter 
Hope-Evans on harmonica and 
Jew’s harp) gave a marathon 
performance. “Unplugged with 
shades,” said Pete, cherry-pick- 
ing through his back pages 
from mod-swagger anthem 
*Anywuy Anyhow Anywhere" to 
solo material via choice covers. 

Opting to play without a 
drummer (possibly a silent trib- 
ute to the late Keith Moon), and 
with 40 guests seated on stage, 
Ibwnshend eased his way into 
“On The Road Again”, evoking 
memories of Canned Heat’s 
Woodstock appearance dike 
The Who’s set, a defining mo- 
ment). The touching ‘A Little Is 
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PETE TOWNSHEND 
AND FRIENDS 

SHEPHERD’S BUSH EMPIRE 
LONDON 


Enough” flowed into a crowd- 
pleasing “Pinball Wizard”, the 
guitarist’s right hand a blur on 
his acoustic. Just as I was 

thinking Tb wnshend 's limpid 
touch -the water in The Who’s 
fiery combination of elements 
- he launched into the majes- 
tic “Drowned”. 

Townshend played up his 

local mnnflrtinn, nflirwr^firfring 

old haunts like the Goldhawk 
Road, and joked that “some of 
us are old enough to admit 
that we're too old”, before 
throwing some phallic guitar 
poses worthy of a teenage 
metal-freak. A poignant “Be- 
hind Blue Eyes” gave the 
audience the chance to indulge 
in some participatory singing, 
as if fostering the sense of 
community which was to have 
formed the core atLijehouse Gn 
1971, this aborted project 
became Who’s Next). 

The Who could conceivably 
be dted as the main inspiration 
for punk, the mod revival and 
eventually Britpqp, but adding 
impossibly-tall white rapper; 
Hame Clark, to the equation on 
Marvin Gaye’s “Baby Don’t 



Townshend: swaggered through his back catalogue 


Arena 


You Do It”, and a bloated “Who 
Are Yau?”, proved the wily slip- 
ups of foe night 

Reverting to a more inti- 
mate setting, Townshend 
teased Eddie Cochran's “Three 
Steps Tb Heaven”, which was 
neatty followed by foe single 
entendre of “Mary Anne With 
The Shaky Hand", wiule “Sub- 
stitute” sent foe crowd into 
paroxysms of delight A diarm- 
ing rendition of foe traditional 
“North Country Girl” also 


showed that if he had forsaken 
The Who’s mnt»hn camaraderie 
and exploited his plaintive vocal 
style, Townshend might well 
have gone on to become an- 
other Richard Thompson. 

However; old habits diehard 
and, after a tender rewo r king 
of “The Kids Are Alright”, Hie 
Who legend simply couldn’t 
resist foe temptation to wind- 
mffl his way through “Won't Get 
Fboled Again”, dipping a nafl in 
the process and ebulliently 


overstressing foe New Labour 
point in foe climaxing “Meet 
The New Boss. Same As The 
Old Boss” 

Thisgi&andabenefitfoefi*- 
lowirignightmThiro,Cornwafl, 
were mostly an excuse to epjoy 
a supreme songbookand will do 
for starters. But a nice collec- 
tion of simple songs 6 2a Empty 
Glass would be a great follow- 
up. Pete Tbwiisbend is growing 
old gracefully. 

Pierre perrone 
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Lyric Sheets 


Martin Newell 


Tbm Jones plays Cardiff International Arena tonight 


Along Came Jones 


Alighting from the cars 
Down Mary Ann Street 
In a clip-clop rush 
Of pony feet 
Their handbags stuffed 
With mobile phones 
All bubble-cuts 
And helpless moans 
They were normal once 
Then along came Jones 


Jones foe Voice 
From Pontypridd. 

A local, vocal monolith 
A swivel of the hips 
Apucker of foe lips 
To loosen catches 
Hooks and zips 
As women of a certain age 
Rain underwear 
Upon foe stage 


Straight to foe States 
And rightly so 
Could have been a 

rockstar 

Didn't want to know. 

Far too many little boys 
Smoking Tunis 

Toblerones 
Worth his weight 
In microphones 
Vegas waited. 

Along came Jones 


The knickers? 
They're a legend now 
To wipe the sex-god’s 
Soaking brow. 

It’s not unusual 
With Tom Jones 
This monarch of 
The Glenda zones 
He must be 
Drinking pheromones 


KURT MASUR 


At one Beethoven concert in New York, we 
suggested a discussion after the event; 500 
people stayed. They didn’t want to go home 1 
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A mere three 


score and ten 


As Kurt Masur takes the reins at the LPO, he joins the 
swelling ranks of London's seventysomething maestros. 
And they 9 re all young at heart By Rob Cowan 
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t seems that London in the 
new Millennium is set to be- 
come the European centre 
for septuagenarian mae- 
stros. Last yeac the London 
Symphony Orchestra fit 70th 
birthday candles for Sr Colin Davis; 
nest yean the FMharmonia will do 

the same for Christoph von Dahndn- 
yi, and when German-bom Kurt 
Masur takes to the rostrum as prin- 
cipal conductor-designate of the Lon- 
don Philharmonic on 19 November; 
he will be 70 years and four months 
old. Bernard Wai ting another not- 
able near-septuagenarian, keeps the 
London Philharmonic's presidency. 

M four conductor view repertory 
innovation from a secure bedrock of 
European musical tradition, and all 
bring with them a wealthy weath- 
ered - and dare I say-youthful mu- 
sicaUty. Masur is among the finest 
living exponents of Beethoven, 

~ S chuman n , MpTwtelgsnhn, I isr» and 
Reger He will be in full office from 
the season 2000/2001, having first 
conducted the orchestra back in 1987 
- coincidentally in Grieg’s inciden- 
tal music for Peer Gynt, the very 
work that he is due to perform at the 
Royal Festival Han next Thursday. 

I wondered how the new appoint- 
ment might affect the London Phil- 
harmonic’s current profile. “Masur 
is a multinational personality who is 
very keen on the idea of musical ex- 
ploration,” says the orchestra’s chief 
executive and artistic directing Serge 
Dorny, “That should enable us to 
maximise our educational and inter- 
cultural plans.” These indude forg- 
ing creative inroads among 
^ \ disparate cultural groups, organis- 
f ) ing workshops (about 150 a year), 
creating chfldfriencfiy sound-zones 
while Tmims and dads attend the 
concert (principally at the Royal Ftes- 
tival HaB^-and launching ticket sub- 
sides in deprived areas. T view the 
orchestra HkAapredous stone,” says * 
Dorny. “HypuJmmitarmmdTyou will 
see unexpected reflec t ions that add 
to its value and attractiveness” 


Masur’s contribution to the or- 
chestra’s education progr am me will 
i n cl u d e active involvement with its 
%uth Orchestra, initially by con- 
ducting Prokofiev’s joist-shaking 
Scythian Suite later in the month. 
But then his high standing am on g 
young people has long been leg- 
endary. During his 26-year tenure as 
principal conductor of the prestigi- 
ous Leipzig Gewandhaus [Cloth 
Hall] Orchestra, Masur founded 
twp children’s choirs— in i jjprig and 
Dresden. “As the m emb ers grew 
older so they progressed to full am- 
ateur choirs," he told me in Berlin 
last Saturday; “ and no arth<ymeh»de 
more than 100 kids. Our choral con- 
certs ... are always sold out Why? 
Because foe children invite their 
parents, grandparents, their undes 
and aunts - an awful lot of people 
coming to bear just foe one child!" 

Masur is also keen to consolidate 
working relationships between foe 
London Philharmonic and leading 
music colleges. It’s the kmri of bond- 
ing that be has already achieved both 
in Leipzig (where Mendelssohn set 
the ball rolling) ami in New 'Vfork 
(where Masur has served as the 

Philhar monic's music director *anr» 

1991). “Students come to foe re- 
hearsals, and we keep foe best of 
them an hand to play with us as pos- 
sible substitutes,” he tells me. “This 
makes for our own safety: it means 
that new players know the style, the 
sound, and the spirit of the orches- 
tra. Orchestras in America are used 
to open auditions. Potential candi- 
dates come from anywhere and 
everywhere, which is fine; but foe 
idea of nurttomgplayersfrxanyoung 
is even better” 

He would HVp to experiment 
with rush-hour concerts, an idea that 
worked particularly wen in New 
Ybrk. “Life is cha n gi n g, and the or- 
ganisation of life is changing,” he~ 
says: 1 “We must also irivoivefoe ; 
other arts, maybe bring music and “ 
literature together; find a connection 
between music and painting, sculp- 


ture or philosophical ideas. Attend- 
ing a concert should mean a lot more 
than jnst listening to music for a cou- 
ple of hours, then going home. We 
are not ‘entertainers’. have a duty 
to educate our audiences, help them 
understand better” Significant or- 
chestral works with narrators, such 
as Honegger’s Joan erf Arc at the 
Stake and Franck's Psyche, have aL 
ready won Masur considerable 
praise, and possible future plans for 
London indude a Beethoven sym- 
phony cycle based on the latest tex- 
taral sources, complete with open 
riigmssinng and public discourses. 

“At one particular Beethoven 
concert in Newtak, we talked to the 
audience before foe event,” he re- 
calls, “but just as foe programme 
was about to begin, we suggested 
c ontinuing the discussion after foe 
concert as well Would you believe 
that 500 people stayed? They didn't 
want to go homeT New music is an- 
other priority preferably served 
within a menu of older repertory The 
idea is to listen afresh to everything. 

T.iirp m ostaccom ptighffH co nduc- 
tors, Kurt Masur is an enemy of rou- 
tine and larinass “Peoples’ testes 
are changing but not all those 
change are for the good,” he says 
emphatically, “fbr wwnylff, I would 
not condone listening to Beethoven 
frn the style of Mantovani’- 1 mean, 
five minutes of a symphony or foe 
‘best’ Tchaikovsky melodies con- 
densed into 10 minutes.” In New 
■ftrk, he had his work cut out ele- 
vating Tchaikovsky from “pop” con- 
cert status to serious symphonist, 
largely by programming all six num- 
bered symphonies in sequence. It 
was worth foe effort. “I once asked 
the r evered Russian conductor Ev- 
geny Mravinsky how he might bat- 
tle against routine,” Masur said, 
sniping, “espedalty in works that he 
played a gain and again on tout 

‘That’s y#y eaty* Mravinsky told 
me, *IfI sense foe orchestra is pfey- 
ing mechanically that they feel they 
know everything, then we do three 



Kart Mason ‘Attending a concert should mean more than jnst listening to music... We have a duty to educate our audiences* 


rehearsals: we discover the beauty 
again.’ And that type of discovery is 
just as important fix' an audience.” 

A born democrat, Masur none foe 
less appreciates the positive appli- 
cation of musical authority espe- 
cially whenit comes to recording. He 
dies Herbert von Karajan: “Every- 
borty hated the power that he wield- 
ed. But he himself once said to me, 
*1 don’t know why they criticise me 
for that Only the orchestra knows 

when we play a piece so well that we 
want to document it in a recording. 1 " 
In other words, it was Karzgan and 


foe Berlin Philharmonic who de- 
cided when to record, not the record 
company. “What usualty happens is 
that the company asks for a 
Beethoven symphony cycle; the 
conductor complains that the or- 
chestra isn’t yet familiar with, say. 
the Pastoral Symphony, and then 
some executive says. That’s all 
right, you just rehearse it and then 
record it* I can promise you that 
Karajan’s approach is right” 

Kurt Masur is, above all, a pro- 
foundly compassionate man. He 
showed unprecedented courage 


when, in Leipzig in 1989, a visit from 
Mikhail Gorbachev triggered a se- 
ries of public protests and he threw 
open foe doors of foe Gewandhaus 
[doth hall] Hall for what turned out 
to be foe first open public forum in 
the GDR for 40 years. “Of course, I 
had never done this kind of thing be- 
fore,” he admits modestty “But it did 
show how much foe reputation of the 
Gewandhaus [doth hall] Orchestra 
and principal conductor Kurt Masur 
was in the minds of everybody, even 
of those who were not concert- 
goers. It showed that they could ac- 


tually trust us - and at that time, 
trust was all we asked for. If music 
is able to achieve that, then it's al- 
ready enough for me. You know, I 
have this recurring dream. I imag- 
ine a concert hall that could ac- 
commodate all the people of the 
world, where we could play great 
music and unite them. he stops 
for moment, thinks, and then adds 
- “for at least two hours". 


Kurt Masur conducts the LPO at the 
RFH . London (booking: 0171-960 
4242) on 19 and 27 November 


On the air 


Anthony Payne 


THE TWO giants of earty 20th cen- 
tury Scandinavian music, Nielsen 
^ and Sibelius, have not achieved 
equal success outside their native 
countries. Although Ni else n once 
had the distinction of being crowned 
Scandinavia’s greatest composer; 
with SihpHns himself quoted as hav- 
ing said to frinr “I don't reach as hi g h 
as your ankles," he did not achieve 
in terna tional recognition until after 
the Second Worid TOu; by which time 
Sibelius was being performed and 
recorded abroad with the regulari- 
ty of a classic master 

The reasons for this are perhaps 
similar to those that have been said 
to account for foe unjust neglect of 
much of Haydn’s work as opposed 
to Mozart’s. Their is an element of 


■4.1- «• • 
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r omant ic subjectivity in Mozart 
which Haydn's intellectual sinew 
Nf could not admit Similarly, there is 
' a balan ce of heart and mind in 


Nielsenwirich does not find it as easy 
to attract audiences as Sibelius’ 
powerfully suppressed romanticism. 

Ftew nowadays would be willing to 
argue foe siqieriority of either great 
composer over foe other but foe con- 
cert and recorded repertories have 
yet to recognise their equality and 
events like BBC Radio 3’s Nielsen 
Festival last week are stiD needed to 
restore foe balance. Other arts de- 
scribe life. Nielsen once said, music 
is life, and under foe title Music as 
Life, Osmo Vanska and the BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra sur- 
veyed the complete symphonic 
canon over four evenings. These in- 
cluded some magnificentty spirited 
performances through which it 
could truly be said the high current 
of Nielsen’s creative Efe force con- 
tinuaityflowed. The titanic struggles 
which erupt in the last three sym- 
phonies were exhflaratingly char- 


acterised, and placed in masterful- 
ly controlled overall structures. Thut 
and concentrated though these in- 
terpretations were, there was still 
room for expansion, including space 
for a tenderness which while utter- 


Fellow Scandinavian 
Sibelius is quoted as 
saying to Nielsen: 

‘I don't reach as high 
as your ankles' 


]jy \my»ntimpnta( most, fa mehing . 

As preparation for the crowning 
glory of foe cycte- a shattering per- 
formance on Monday of the migh ty 
Fifth Symphony - there was on Sat- 
urday afternoon a specialty com- 


missioned fantasy about foe work 
which cSd an eloquent job in chart- 
ing its unique emotional and intel- 
lectual territory. Time was when 
Radio 3, or its equivalent, present- 
ed programmes every week which 
seriousty tfiscussed a piece of music 
Fbr whatever reason, such broad- 
casts became increasingly rare. 
Perhaps the upper echelons at the 
BBC felt that listeners did not want 
foe equivalent of a lecture. Was foe 
word efitist banded about? I think Til 
scream if I hear that word traduced 
much more. It involves the mainte- 
nance of high standards not conde- 
scension. 

There are maqy that I know re- 
gret foe loss of programmes like 
Antony Hopkins' Talking About 
Music, and in an era obsessed with 
soundbites, help with listening to 
long symphonic spans can be a use- 
ful antidote. It does not have to be 


aimed above foe heads of the tech- 
nically uninitiated, and this pro- 
gramme proved how musical 
processes can be verbalised in 
terms of life experience. 

Nielsen’s own mordant written 
and spoken phrases, for instance, 
were drawn upon with great profit 
At foe beginning of foe Rfth Sym- 
phony he felt as ifhe was walking in 
foe countryside, ideas occurred to 
him without conscious effort as if 
concerning vegetative nature; later 
more conscious effort enabled him 
to come to grips with existence's 
warring elements. Such descrip- 
tions need to be acutely focused if 
naivetyis to be avoided, and tins pro- 
gramme got it just right. I relished 
Stephen Johnson’s perception that 
an act of will, not organic evolution, 
yields the symphony’s triumph - a 
profound thought to be mulled over. 
More of this kind of thing, please. 


hm* In league with the prince of darkness 


this 


A CONCERT series entitled Str avm- 
skyandthe Stage is less of a con- 
tradiction than it might at first 
seem. Stravinsky’s “stage", Stravin- 
sky’s “theatre”, has long since flour- 
ished where choreographers, 

« designers, and stage directors do 
not That strangest of perfo™nce 
spaces - foe concert platform - 
where formally attired musicians 
pfcty out a composer’s fenaesto foe 
cajolement of a conductors baton, 
tvitansclv nhvs- 


REVIEW 


STRAVINSKY SERIES 
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tured metres. The theatri c al mac h i- 
nations of this chilly little parable - 
aspfeyed out in WH Audetfs creep- 
ay mono chroma tic text are rudi- 
mentary. Stravinsky calls the tune, 
and the tune is foe devil’s work. 


teal andyet oddtyfospasaonaw 
ualin which we, foe audience, are 
at once silent watchers and active 
participants. The rniseer»«*^-“ 

study in black and white - *ts 
with Stravinsky’s sense of detach- 
ment, abstraction, stynsatioa 
rv»'eMmn>n have waB0Oea 


He might even have unagmMi ne 

Soldier's Tfcteinthisway.An empty 
space, arwof chairs, astooU ^ 
a glass of water Seven lastouaeor 
talists (the London * 

finest), a conductor (Michael Tilso 
Thomas), an “actor” (the excellent 

{Wdrisimi fwvwntf in. foe sheer lfr 



IwKEC-dgsrt 

dressing what is essential^ 
mystery play srith 
accompaniment - *“ - 

weathered, earth tones and 


wbatit seems. Thson Thoma s anri las 
nnjAly handful ofLSO princes (ex- 
pertty fed by Gordon Niknlitcb, con- 

oart master of the pOTWsousdanses 
macabres) gaveanabsohit^ycradc- 
ing account of it Peter Eyre looted 
aZ his oral costume changes as 
deft, as devilish, as Stravinsky’s cu- 
takes on Russ ian foUdore. 
Once upon a time, ft had all bean 
sn verv different Sergei DiagWev 

•3S5SSKSS 

SjS 

w*m7the enchanted garden of foe 
m fins widened and fantastical 



Michael TCson Thomas: cajoling a mighty handful of players 


score, where foe ubiquitous solo 
horn opens up one magic casement 
after anofoeq an esajiBBtegaudfoess 
must prevail. 

Refinement, but not at the ex- 
pense of foe primaiy colours. Thson 
Thomas knows that better than 
most Rigan and precious do not 
mix. And so the wash of string 
tremolandi d escending likp a v efl 
over foe penultimate scene of 


Firebird was something you could 
almost reach out and touch. A 
tangible magic. 

Stravinsky's “folksiness” is not 
implicit, impressionistic- it is fleshy 
and overt How refreshing, then, to 
hear a performance of his next 
great ballet, PeimsWco, that was rip- 
roaring in the best sense, a perfor- 
mance so nnapologeticalty 
intoxicated by the brilliance and vi- 


tality of the material, not least, of 

ranrsp, ftinm all - singing , alt Amring 
folk times. I cannot remember when 
Hast heard a more virtuosic account 
than the LSO gave us here. 

fletnxsWax and Pufomefitr were a 
most mmpaninnahle pairing for this 
second concert of foe series. The lat- 
te^ of course, “paid homage” to Per- 
golesi while robbing him blind. But 
how channingty how^ wittily Stravin- 
sky, the born-again classicist, rein- 
vented - this music, unlikely 
instrumentations and refracted har- 
monies, further tweaking at the 
happy alliance of courtly grace and 
courtyard horseplay. 

A dodgy mezzo, RubyPhilogene, 
plainty out ctfkSterwith the style (foe 
elegant tenor Kenneth Tarvez; and 
the ripe bass David Wfison-Johnson 
caught ft well enough), somewhat 
upset foe balance of this otherwise 
engaging rendition of the complete 
score. But we were not at a loss for 
stage pictures. And there was Ode, 
Stravinsky’s beautiful and rarely 
performed tripartite, its middle sec- 
tion originally intended to under^ 
score foe hunting-scene of Rob- 
ert Stevenson's Hollywood film of 
Bronte’s Jane Byre. Imagine that 
EDWARD SBCEEBSON 


the Compact 


Collection 


rob Cowan on the Week's 
CD Relaeases 


I HAVE often wondered how 
our critical faculties would 
react if all the radio archives 
across the world were to pool 
their resources and flood foe 
CD market with exciting live 
historic recordings. Would 
people suddenly get wise to 
foe bland predictability of so 
many studio productions? 

Well, it could certainly 
happen - and BBC Music’s 
long-awaited Legends CDs 
follow a trend that has already 
gained considerable 
momentum throughout the 
rest of the Europe. Production 
values on foe new series are 
high; foe presentation is up- 
beat, foe annotation is 
informative and well written, 
and the technical restoration 
mostly excellent Initial 
choices have been judicious, 
repertoire-wise, centring for 
the most part on exceptional 
performances in better-than- 
average sound. 

Top of the list for many will 
be Sir John Barbirolli’s 
affectionate saunter through 
Mahler’s epic Third 
Symphony, taped at 
Manchester Free Trade Hall 
in 1969 and featuring contralto 
Kertsin Meyer; the Halle 
Ladies Choir; the Boys of 
Manchester Grammar School 
and the Halle Orchestra. 
Although far from pristine (the 
brass in particular have their 
dicey moments), the “feel” of 
the performance is precisely 
right, especially at the centre 
of foe long first movement 
where Mahler prepares for 
“summer marching in”. The 
raimietto is limpid and pastel- 
shaded, the scherzo full of 
fantasy; and the slow finale, 
predictably loving. The 
peroration is overwhelming 
and when the triumphant 
dosing bars have finally 
sounded, you enjoy foe 
uncanny (and appropriate) 
sense of returning home from 
some idealised dream-world. 

Great music-making has 
the potential to elevate or 


transport us. a situation more 
likely to occur in concert than 
in foe stultifying atmosphere 
of a recording studio. I 
wouldn’t even attempt to count 
how many commercial records 
the Amadeus Quartet have 
made over foe years, but one 
thing is for sure: few if any 
display the fervour generated 
in a performance of the 
Brahms’ Piano Quintet with 
Sir Clifford Curzon, taped live 
at the Royal Festival Hall back 
in 1974. High on adrenalin and 
strong on emotion, all five 
players lunge at this 
expansive score with absolute 
commitment reaching 
unprecedented inspirational 
heights in the slow movement 
and finale. The same package 
also includes a genial account 
of Schubert's TYtmi Quintet, 
recorded three years earlier. 

Choosing a third disc from 
this batch of BBC Legends 
might have proved difficult 
had not been for a bout of flu. 
Miserable, listless and tucked 
up in bed. 1 had the bizarre 
notion of sampling - via 
headphones - Respighi’s 
Pines of Rome in a 1967 
Bournemouth Symphony 
recording under Constantin 
SflvestrL By the time I had 
journeyed past “The Pines of 
the Appian Way", I felt fit 
enough to run a marathon. It 
is quite simply the most 
stunning account of the Pines 
to have come my way since 
Toscanini’s in the 1950s, and 
the same CD indudes a fine 
though idiosyncratic 
performance of Tchaikovsky's 
troubled Manfred Symphony. 
Perhaps it should be made 
available on prescription. 


All an the BBC L^jends label 
in the upper mid price range: 
Mahler/Barbirolli: BBCL 
4004-2 (2 discs). 

Brahms, Schnbert/Curzon, 
Amadeus Quartet- BBCL 
4009-2 (i disc plus bonus CD). 
Tchaikovsky, Respighi/ 
SHvestrL- BBCL 4007-2 
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Madness thy 


name is Boris 


In Francesca Zambello’s Boris Godunov at ENO, 
Russia’s past is its present. By Edward Seckerson 


IT'S THE bells we hear first, the beQs 
that toll for Mother Russia, past, 
present, and future. For whichever 
wary you look at Francesca Zam- 
bello’s tremendous new production 
of Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov, 
Russia’s past, present, and future 
are one. “The opera takes place in 
Russia's Time of Troubles," reads 
the programme synopsis. Which is 
then, which is now. In the grimy 
net h erwo r ld of H ildegard Bech tier’s 
brutalist designs, you almost don’t 
notice what the people wear. They 
are anonymous. They are what they 
always were: puppets of the State - 
poor down-trodden, long-suffering, 
easily bought Rent-a-crowd. When 
first we see them, thty are all gath- 
ered outside the “Novodevichy 
Monastery", urging Boris - with a 
little encouragement from the grey- 
suited, baton-wielding secret police 
- to take the 'Thar’s throne. Heavy 
ironwork bears down on them, a cold 
grey light. Ill uminates monochrome 
images of a polluted landscape. 

But then comes an extraordi- 
nary moment Behind theiron grids, 
and bathed In the warm rosy glow 
of history, advancing pilgrims bear 


candles, a glimpse, a flashback of 
Russia’s past And a foretaste of the 
coronation, where the stage opens 
up to its full depth like an empty 
gallery space whose main installa- 
tion is a burnished gold wall upon 
which hang icon-face portraits of 
political leaders peering out through 
a mess of waring. A video monitor 
hangs incongruously to one side. 
Boris is wheeled in on a moveable 

Haw , liis port rait emblazo ned behind 

him. He wears the formal three- 
piece suit of today, an ornate crucifix 
bis only concession to the past 
Family and officials around him are 
dressed in the gold-embossed 
splendour of t raditi onal 16 th-century 
vestments. Fast and present collide, 
but nothing changes. And through- 
out this teeming chronicle that is 
Mussorgsky’s great opera - given 
here (with one significant addition) 
in its stark and uncompromising 
original version - there is but one 
witness, that enduring symbol of 
Russian folklore: the Simpleton, the 
wise-fooL Zambello gives him rare 
prominence; she gives him an 
umpire's chair from which he is all- 
seeing, all-knowing. 


Zambello is an exciting director. 
She has a natural feel for the epic 
sprawl She loves the open stage. 
This show is literally manhandled 
from one scene to the next, token 
scenery unceremoniously pushed 
and dragged in and out of the action. 
Her crowd-control is outstanding: 
she can turn the operatic cliche - the 
cowering chorus with outstretched 
hands - into a thrilling frozen 
tableau; she can have Boris disap- 
pearing into a sea of those same 

Kaitda lifa» a dro wning man- <th<> ean 

take your breath away with the 
seemingly obvious. Like Boris 
delivering his great monologue, “I 
stand supreme in power", astride the 
map of his domains TiW the un- 
settling scene between Boris and the 

odious Prince Shuisky (an oily 
Robert Tear) played out here like a 
burlesque between two madmen 
keeping up appearances. It is 
Shuisty who literally opens the door 
to Boris’s nightmare at the close of 
that scene. It is the Simpleton - 
Boris's conscience - who comes 
through it, an apparition of the 
murdered Dmitry. Why has no one 
thought of that before? 



John Tomlinson: a Boris with all the authority and operatic extravagance of a bygone age 


Laurie Lewis 


John Ibmtinson plays Boris with 
all the authority and operatic 
extravagance of a bygone age. But 
his whole demeanour suggests a 
thoroughly modern madness - like 
Yeltsin on a bad day. Call it 
melodrama, if you like, but it rings 
horribly true. There are stand-out 
performances all around htm- John 
Connell’s Pimen, Jeremy White’s 
Valaam, John Daszak's Grigory 


Susan Gritton’s Xenia, Timothy 
Robinson's Simpleton, Della Jones, 
no less, ov e rrye in every respect as 
the Inkeepec But collective spirit 
counts for more than individual 
worth in a piece like this, and ENO’s 
music director Paul Daniel re- 
sponding in kind to the sheer weight 
of history conveyed in Mussorgsky’s 
grave and ruthlessly economical 
score, displayed compelling leader- 


ship. This is an opera about a people. 
And the people - as portrayed in all 
their complexions by the seething 
ranks of the ENO chorus - were 
ma gnifi cent Small wonder Daniel 
and Zambello chose to add the 
Kromy Revolution scene-one of the 
great virtuoso choral scenes of all 
time -to Mussorgsky’s 1869 version. 

No sooner is Boris dead and his 
heir despatched than angry mobs 


haemorrhage on to the stage. The 
arrival of Dmitry, the Pretender; in 
a mirror image of Boris's coronation, 
signals yet another brave new dawn. 
Except it isn’t is it? Only the Sim- 
pleton knows better. Iron grills de- 
scend, imprisoning the people once 
more. The Simpleton puts his head 
in a noose. Fade to black. 
Coliseum, London, tom o rr o w and 
Wed (booking: 0171-632 8300) 


When two or three Labs gather together 


After years of persecution Albanian musicians still suffer shortage and hardship, but their art - and unique Lab singing - thrive. By Michael Church f t 

i \ ! KA1 


A YOUNG Albanian violinist told me 
last week: ’You would be mad to go 
to VI ora - but if you must go, take a 
gun, because everyone else there 
has one." This pretty Adriatic port 
is now the bandit-capital of the 
Balkans, with huge fortunes being 
made through drugs, gun-r unnin g, 
and illegal immigration. The rack- 
eteers race around in giant Mercs, 
the police wear balaclavas and no- 
body walks in the streets at night 

But Vlora has another claim to 
fame: Europe’s earliest form of 
polyphony originated there, and can 
be heard there st3L Periodically 
the singers - descendants of tiie orig- 
inal Liberia shepherds who creat- 
ed this pentatonic style - come 
down from the hills to convene in 
Vlora. Last Sunday without a gun 
but escorted by the formidable 
young woman who runs the British 
Council in Tirana, I met and record- 
ed two of these groups. 

It is said that when two or three 
Labs get together they start singing 
in polyphony, and that was certain- 
ly how it seemed in the theatre 
where the first group, Cipini, were 
rehearsing: little musical huddles 
kept developing wherever I looked. 
Was this, as Led) champions claim. 


how Homer’s heroes hymned then- 
woes and triumphs? \feiy possibly. 
While the lower parts produced a 
muscular battery of drones, the 
lead singer wove a melismatic des- 
cant above. Each chorus was a 
hard blast of sound which ended in 
an abrupt, spine-tingling rileneg . 

I found the second group at 
VIora's job-centre, but their music, 
while following the same tight farm, 
could not have been more different 
Where Cipini had been ruggedly vir^ 
fle, BObOi- “the Nightingales" -were 
beguilingiy sweet, with accompani- 
ment from a shepherd’s double- 
flute. They first sang a love-song, 
then they did a scarf-dance, then 
they sang a lament of piercing sad- 
ness: a mother's song for the son 
who had sailed away and never 
came back. 

“We sing with the same spirit 
Princess Di showed for people in 

danga;" explained their spo kesman, 

without irony. “The spirit of Lab 
muac is self-sacrifice." Why was tins 
such an aflprting From the 

window we could see the speedboats 
waiting to ferry their nightly human 
cargo to death or prosperity, while 
directly over the singers' heads 
loomed VIora’s unemployment 



SIGHT 

Readings 



Michael 

Church 


chart. Vet what we were hearing had 
a timeless nobility and innocence. 

Next summec if the British am- 
bassador to Tirana has his way, 
these angers will perform in Edin- 
burgh. 

Albania, still jitteiy after the lat- 
est attempted coup, is in desperate 
straits. The 30-year-old prime min- 
ister and his team face a land per- 
meated by the mafia, bankrupted by 
pyramid schemes, awash with 
weapons and destabilised by war on 


its border Almost every educated 
young person I met was planning 
toemigrate. 

When I asked the minister of cul- 
ture, a painter called Edi Rama, 
what he wanted to ac hie ve, the 
reptywas pitiful “Even Bring in this 
hell, we cannot give up hope. Wfe 
have to try by doing small things, 
to induce change." His initial pro- 
ject is to build a cinema, because 
there is none in the land. So much 
for the legacy of President Haxha 


and decades of cosying up to China. 

That legacy is writ large in the 
souls of Albania’s classical musi- 
cians, for Mao’s proscriptions had 
their counterparts here. Until 1990 
it was against the law to pity deca- 
dent modem music such as Ravel 
and Debussy, with Prokofiev and 
Stravinsky even further beyond the 
pale. Bach and Handel were banned 
on religious grounds. 

From Nora Cashku, the pianist 
who is dean of music at the arts 


academy. I learned the extent of this 
persecution. The conductor of a 
choir she sang with in the Seventies 
was imprisoned for seven years for 
having the temerity to perform Fer- 
gotesfs Stabot Mater, and on his re- 
lease got a farther period of enforced 
manual labour. So was Baroque 
music a samizdat pleasure? Cashku 
sighs. “We had no records, no sheet 
music. And anyway if it had been 
heard, we would have been con- 
demned." According to the acade- 
my’s vice-rectoc, violinist Bujar 
Sykja, “radio was our only window 
on the culture we were starved of". 

When Communism collapsed, 
says Sykja, “a new world opened for 
us"; Cashku 's conductor can now 
present Pergolesi whenever be 
chooses; singers at the Tirana opera 
can deliver Mozart in German 
rather than Albanian. But now they 
are assailed by a different kind of 
poverty. “Only after 1990 did we 
know what a good instrument was,” 
says Sykja- Ehw had ever had one - 
and maqy had never even heard one 
Now they could not afford one 

Hardly any of the excellent play- 
ers at the opera house own the in- 
struments they play, they borrow 
them from the state. Thition at the 


academy maybe superb, but the pi- 
anos are abominable: the only de- 
cent one, a gift from the German 
embassy, remains locked except for 

special occasions. Sykja and Cashku 

have accordingly asked me to pass 
on a plea to Britain's conserva- 
toires: rather than simply throwing 
out their used records, sheet music, 
and instruments, could they throw 
them in the direction of Tirana? “If 
they will give them to us, we will 
pay the cost of transporting them," 
says Sykja. 

Musicians are resilient creatures 
here as anywhere else. Trombonist 
Romeo Mano - who makes ends 
meet by translating evangelical lit- 
erature - told me of the pride the or- 
chestra fdt when touring Italy in 
September “While television was 
showing riots in Tirana, we were 
showing that there were still Alba- 
nians devoting their lives to art" But 
he stiff thinks he and his fanuty will 
have to leave, as does his friend the 
cellist Dir MerxhushL Where will Hit 
go? “I hope to Zagreb. They have a 
few problems in Croatia, but noth- 
ing like ours. These are very dark 
days for Albania" 

Sanctuary in Croatia? That, I 
fear puts it all in perspective. 
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THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 13 November 1 <HM 


New films 



BLADE (18) 

Director Stephen Nwrington 

\ Starring; westey Snipes. Stephen Dortf 

A techno soundtrack bumps and grinds behind 
this monotonous arcade-game thriller about a 
New Tfark vampire-killer tarfriing a powe^ 
crazed new bloodsucker: Noise and martial-arts 
acticm mask its tinny pedigree. West End 
E^Ptont & Castle Coronet, H amm er s mith 
Vtrgtn, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Motile Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner VUlageWestEnd 


DESTINY tAL MASSIR - LE DESTIN) (NO 

Director Youssef Chahine 
Staring: Nour 0 Cherif 

Chahme's flamboyant period fancy spins the 
yarn of a liberal sage and his battles with the 
rigid social order at Large in medieval Spain. An 
implicit critique of Islamic oppression. Destiny 
takes wing with a burst of traditional and 
deep-colour visuals. West End: ICA Cinema 


FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Director; Terry Gilliam 
Starring: Johnny Depp, Benicio Del Toro 
Gilliam's adaptation tilts at Ralph Steadman 
cartoonery for its tale of a drug-fuelled 
journalistic assignm ent Twwfant, cari catu re 
and lurid Seventies fashions are substituted for 
plot and character; and the film soon descends 
into narcotic lunacy. The one stand-out is 
Johnny Depp, who brings Hunter S Thompson 
to bald-headed, pigeon-toed life. West End: ABC 
Baker Street, Clapham Picture House, Empire 
Leicester Square, Rio Cinema, UCI Whitdeys, 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket 


FIRE (15) 

Director Deepa Mehta 

Starring: Shabana Azmi, Jaaved Jaaferi, 

NancSta Das 

Mehta’s Indian-Canadian co-production mo u n ts 
a vibrant, and at times potent, attack on the 
Indian family setup, with its tale of a fractious 
New Delhi brood. Strong ensemble playing riffs 
nicely off Mehta’s taboo-bucking script West 
End: Curzon Soho 


V-.i :\: a '\ Fhflftt 


HENRY FOOL (18) 

Director Hal Hartley 

Starring: James Urbaniak, Parker Posey 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 

End: Chelsea Cinema, Clapham Picture 

House, Curzon Soho, Renoir, Richmond 

FQmhause, Ritzy Cinema 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


ANTE (PG) 

This camputer^animated trifle is surety the most 
unlikely Woody ADm movie we will ever see. The 
nerd kxm provides the voice ofwrater-ant^Z”, who 
breaks out of his totalitarian rut when he falls in 
with Princess Baia (Sharos Stone). West End: ABC 
Tottenham Court Road, Barbican Screen, 
Clapham Picture House, Elephant & Castle 
Comnet,EhnpiKLeicesterSquare.HammeTsmiOt 
Virgin, OdeonCamdenTbum,OdeonKensmgkm, 

Odeon MarbleArch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 


THE PLAYERS CLUB (18) 

Hie virginal writing-directing gig from LA. rapper 
Ice Cube is a right muddle On the face of it, The 
Players Club affects to Eft the id on America’s seedy 


at the sight ttouhfeis that Mr Cube cant drag his 
camsa away from all that sweet, honeyed fleslrfia: 
long enough to make his point West Skid: Odeon 
Marble Arch, Ritzy Cinema, VrrginTrocadero 


ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But Kapur largely 
neglects the opportunities for fun in a story of 
. . independence triumphing over cruelty. West End: 
ABC Baker Street, Barbican Screen, Netting Hffl 
Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Hay- 
market, Odeon Kensington, OdeonMarbleArvh, 
Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Phoenix 
Cinema, Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Fulham Road 


PRIMARY COLORS 05) 

As Jack Stanton, John Travolta’s performance 
amounts to a vaudeville impersonation of Clinton, 
and you can’t take your eyes off him. The film does 
brilliant things with narrative, symbolism and 
farce, but doesn't leave its audience to draw their 
own conclusions. West End: Plaza, UCIWhiteleys, 
Virgin Fidham Road Virgin Trocadero 


EVER AFTER (PG) 

Drew Barrymore stars as a 16 th-century daddy’s 
girl who is tormented by her beastly stepmother 
(Angelica Huston) after her father's death but finds 


SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (15) ' 

In Steven Spielberg’s Second Wferid War drama. 
Captain John Miller flbm Hanks) is dispatched to 
seek out a young private and return him borne to 
safety Few viewers will be warmed by catharsis 
-it is the harsh, devastating battle sequences that 
are branded on the memory. West End: Piazq 


uupc m 

Odeon Kensington, WdrnerVmageW^st End 


IS v 


, . 153 THE EXORCIST (25TH ANNIVERSARY 

" RERELEASE) (18) . 

FriedMn’s seminal horror is still efficiently 
terrifying. West End: ABC Tottenham Court 
Road, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden 

~~ It Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 

' ' Ritzy Cinema, UCI White leys. Virgin 

■rVfflFLDl Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero , Warner 

I T ! Village West End 


SMALL SOLDIERS (PG) 

Inventive children’s adventure about a batch of 

' toy soldiers brou^ to life by amiHaty microchip. 

West End: Hammersmith Virgin, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Vtrym Trocadero 


VUlageWestEnd 


.0 599 s ! 


LOCK, STOCK & TWO SMOKING 

BARRELS (18) . . -. . 

This film’s defining characteristic is a resment 
morality. It’s peopled by thugs, both amateur and 


SNAKE EYES (15) 

De Palma’s conspiracy thriller plays its plotfine 

as a kind of jigsaw, slotting together flashbacks, 
spfit screens and action replays to create the back- 
ground to a political assassination. Nie Cage plays 
a swaggering local cop whose Investigation brings 
hhw op against Gary Sinise's Navy c ommander . 
West End Elephant & Castle Coronet, Ham 
mersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, UCT Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea 


WAV 




a high-stakes card game, is in the 

but Hatchet Harry to whom owes £50^0Mj« 

an old-school pro. West End Odeon Mwmne, 
Ritzy Cinema, Warner VUlage West End 


STILL CRAZY (15) 

This Clement and La Frenais-scripted comedy, 
about a bunch of 1970s rockers who reform their 
band, boasts chaitn in abundance and a datter of 


raucous 




“^ey^mnovativ, apri 


THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star in this latest 


o« = -- 


Etoptoni&Castlea 


UUUICUJ U — — 

Bobby Fhrreify- basically a romantic comedy of 

the kind that drifts out of Hollywood on a regular 
basis. West End : Odeon Mezzanine, UCI 

Wftitetegs, VSrgmCftefc^ 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 



(Peter 

Ms old life (drugs, mind 

^ a mddlwtes ieia vswUt 

End- ABC Tottenham Court 

Hut, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on die Green, vrrgm 

Haymarket 


THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

Peter Weir's comedy about a man (Jim Carrey) 
who discovers that his whole existence has been 

televised is very ftmn% due more to Andrew 
Meed’s script thanits star’s presence. WfestEmfc 
Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Trocadero 


A PERFECT ■!! fj classic Dial M 
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VELVET GOLDMINE (18) 

The storyrf’BrianSlade (Jonathan Rfrys Myers), 
a Bowie-esque idol, sod his friend Curt Wild 
(Ewan McGregor), a self-destructive US rocket; 
is unravelled by a journalist (Christian Bale) 10 
rears after the hoax assassination of Slade. 
Director Itadfl Haynes has fashioned a master- 
piece in which form and content function as 
Inseparable harmony West End Ritzy Cinema, 
Warner Village West End 




LISTINGS/17 


HOPE FLOATS (PG) 

Director; Forest Whuaker 
Starring: Sandra Bullock 
Spoonfuls of sugar all round in Whitaker's 
romantic drama: a winsome piece that turns a 
loving eye on Sandra Bullock as a down-in- the- 
dumps ex-beauty queen. Cue Gena Rowlands 
as a feisty mum, Harry Connick Jr as a bashful 
handyman, and acre upon acre of bumper- 
sticker wisdom. West End ABC Shaftesbury 
Avenue, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner ViUageWestEnd 


The Independent Recommends 


INSOMNIA (18) 

Director: Erik SkjoWbjaefg 
Starring; Steflan Skarsgard 
Dubbed a “film Wane” by its creator; Insomnia 
t rans p l an t s nair stylistics to the landscape of 
summertime Norway. Its cop hero (Skarsgard) 
drifts into mental meltdown as he probes a 
teenager’s murder; it’s his controlled 
performance that galvanises this otherwise 
underpowered thriller: Wat End Metro 



Film Xan Brooks 


“I GO where I wifi and I do as I please. 
That's why Tm in trouble." quips the 
braying, braggart title character of 
Henry Pool (Ufi). so kicking off Hal 
Hartley’s most wild, witty and perfectly 
s ustained film to Nominally about a 
lowly g&rbageman (James Urbaniak) 
who writes a masterpiece, chiefly about 
art, integrity and inspiration, Henri/ Fbol 
steers its own oddball course through- 
out It takes in some startling sights 
along the way. 

On general release 

Buttoners, playing at the London Film Festival is a queer critter from 
the Czech. Republic. Director Petr Zelenka strings together a daisy-chain 
of six (count ’em) stories stretching from Forties Hiroshima to present- 
day Prague. A thick: band of lugubrious black humour connects its 
disparate, mercurial strands. 

NFX London SE1 (0171-928 3232 1 414pm 


Comedy James Rampton 


ARDAL OHANLO VS material is never going 
to topple the government No one is going 
to storm the barricades because of a joke 
about how unfit he is: "fiin Run - those two 
words should never be seen in the same 
sentence. Running is something you do 
when there's another man chasing you 
with a knife.” But the comedian best known 
as the holy fool Father Dougal Maguire, 
m the Channel 4 sitcom Father Ted, wins 
audiences over with his sheer charm. 

He is appearing as part of the Newcastle 

Comedy EfestivaL 

Theatre Royal, Newcastle (0191-232 206V 10pm 
Ben Elton’s last television series was not universally praised. So after a 
while away from the live arena, the motormouth comedian (above) may 
feel he has something to prove with his two shows this weekend. Heck- 
lers should not expect to get a word in edgeways. 

Victoria Had Stoke-on-Trent <01782 2138001 tomorrow & Sun 7.30pm 


Theatre Dominic Cavendish 


Classical Duncan Hadfield 


THE KNOWLEDGE OF HEALING (NO 

Director Franz Retchle 

Starring: Tenzin Choedrak 

Reich! e’s documentary serves up a crash 

course in Tibetan medicine. The Dalai Lama 

and his personal doctor make for reliable 

sources, but the whole thing proves too info- 

heavy and indigestible. West End Renoir 


LEFT LUGGAGE (PG) 

Director: Jeroen KrabbG 
Starring: Isabella Rossellini, Maximilian Schell 
Krabbe’s first stab as a director results in an 
uncertain soap opera, focusing on the ebbs and 
Sows within a WacirKr* family in 1870s Holland. 
Fitful as drama, the film wtmw to life as a 
showcase for its high-profile performers ftbpal 
Schell Rossellini Krabbe) plus rising star 
Laura Frasen West End ABC Pardon Street, 
Curzon Mayfair, Screen on IheHUl 


IT MIGHT seem a safe bet to launch a new repertory company with 
Hie Seagull (belowi, but Chekhov's cometfy- which he modesty 
described as ‘‘a lot of talk about literature, not much action, and five 
bushels of love”- is such an ineffable combination of moods that to have 
struck a balance between pathos and bathos, as director Jude Kelfy 
has done; is no mean feat Ian McKellen 
inevitably makes a splash as the bemused 
Doctor Dorn, but the whole ensemble 
works to create beautifully overlapping 
' ripples of dissatisfaction. 



THE ODD COUPLE II (15) 

Director: Howard Deutch 
Starring: Walter Matthau, Jack Lemmon 
The follow-up to Neil Simon’s Sidies flat-share 
favourite dispatches its mismatched couple off 
to a w edding and then strands them in the 
desert From this set-up came an manner of 
comedy set pieces. The two stars work hard to 
keep it upright. West End Plaza 


Cinema 

West End 


ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

■ (0870-902 0402] B Leicester 
Square The Governess 2 pm, 9pm 
Hope Floats 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 
: 6.05pm. 8.40pm 


BARBICAN SCREB1 

(0171-638 8891) B Barbican 
Antz 6pm. 8.30pm Bizabeeh 
8.40pm Kansas City Jazz 34 5pm 


CURZON MAYHUR 
(0171-369 1720) B Green Park 
Left Luggage 1.1 5pm, 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 


I CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm) 

-0- Leicester Squarq/Tbttenham 
Court Road Fire 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.45pm, 9.30pm Henry Fool 

12.30pm. 3.20pm, 6.10pm, 9pm 
La Vie Reirft des Anges 1pm. 
3.30pm, 6.30pm. 9.15pm 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) B Elephant 6 
Castle Antz 4pm, 6pm, 8.45pm 
Blade 3.15pm. 5.45pm 8.20pm 
Snake Eyes 4.15pm. 6.25pm. 
B.45pm 


EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 
(0990-888990) B Leicester 
Square Antz 12 noon. 2pm. 
4.10pm, 630pm, 8.40pm, 11pm 
Fear and Loathing In Las Vegas 
12.10pm, 3prn 6pm, 9pm. 
11.40pm Razor Blade Smile 
11pm SBdIng Doors 1pm, 
320pra, 5.40pm, 8pm 


GATE HOTTING HILL 
(0171-727 4043} B NotHng Hill 
Gate Buffalo 66 11.15pm My 
Name Is Joe 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 8,50pm (+ Shore The 
Man Who Held His Breath) 


HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) B Ravenscourt 
Park/Hammersmith Ana 2.30pm. 
4.40pm. 6.40pm, 8.50pm Blade 
1pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm The 
Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 1pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm, 
9.10pm Snake Eyes 130pm, 
3.30pm, 6.40pm 9pm 


KM CINEMA - 

| (0171-930 3647) B Charing Cress 
I BID Morrison: Shorts 630pm. 
I 930pm 


METRO 

; (0171-734 1506) B Pkxadlly 
Circus Buffalo 66 1pm 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm insomnia 2pm, 
4.1 5pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm 


(0213-223 7700) 7.45pm 

One of the hi ghlig hts of the BACs “One Waman” 
festival -dedicated to female monologues and 
cabaret turns - must be Freeman’s 

Greetings from Hollywood, a guided tour of 
the seedier side af^ Tinsel Tbwn and the dam- 
aged egos that fester there by a former made- 
fbr-TV soft-porn star. 

J2AC, London SWU (0171-223 2223) to Sun, 9pm 


SIR WILLIAM CLOCK'S inventive programming for the South Bank's 
ongoing “From the Heart” season has included a dizzying range of 
music by Mozart (betotc). Tonight features a fine selection of the 
composer's work employing wind instruments. Clarinettist Michael 
Collins teams up with violist Isabelle van Keulen and pianist Howard 
Shelley in the K498 Trio, nicknamed Kegelstatt. Meanwhile, London 
Winds give arrangements from Don Giovanni, plus the large-scale 
Serenade in C minor, K388. 

Queen Elizabeth Had London SEl (0171-960 42421 7.45 pm 
Graham Vick's original evocative production of 
Puccini's Madam Butterfly for the English p -1 zm 

National Opera has been handsomely revived by * 

Leah Hausman. Equally impressive is the s t a g i n g. 

led by Cheryl Barker as Butterfly Bona venture __ . A 

Bottone as Pinkerton, and Christopher Booth- ~~ j£ 

Jones as Sharpless. Alex Ingram has been HHl 1 

conducting so fen but tonight Jeremy Silver takes KA - j 

over the baton for the last five performances of this — ji 

run, making his Coliseum debut in the process. 

Coliseum, London WC2 (0171-632 83001 7.30pm 


CURZON M1NEMA 

(0171-369 1723] e Knightsbridge 
Funny Games 3pm. 5pm, 7pm. 9pm 


ABC BAKER STREET 
(0870-9020418) O Baker Street 
EToabeth 2_20pm. 530pm, 

8.10pm Fear and Loathing !n Las 
Vegas 235fm 5.25pm. 8.15pm 


HOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) O- Notdng Hill 
Gate EHubedi 3pm. 6pm. 8.35pm 


Barrels 1 1 30pm My Name Is Joe 
3.45pm, 6.30pm. 9.05pm (+ 
Short: The Man Who Held His 
Breath) The Player's Club 
11.35pm The Human Show 
8.55pm Velvet Goldmine 
11.30pm 


ABC HUTTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404] O Piccadilly 
Qrcus The Last Days of Disoo 
1 .1 0pm. 3.40pm, 6pm, 8.25pm 
Left Luggage 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 
6.10pm, 8.40pm A ftrfact 

Murder 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Rien Ne Va Plus 1 .1 5pm, 335pm, 
6.05pm, 8.35pm 


ABC PfCCAJWLiy 
(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) 
o Piccadilly Qrcus The Big 
Lebowski 1.15pm. 5.50pm. 

830pm I Want Vbu 330pm Hie 
Spanish Prisoner 1.20pm, 
3.45pm. 6.05 pm. 8.30pm 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) G- Camden ~R»vn 
Antz 12.10pm, 2.25pm. 4.40pm. 
6.55pm, 930pm Blade 12noon, 
3pm, 5.45pm. 8.25pm. 11.10pm 
Elizabeth 1.10pm, 630pm The 
Exordst (25 th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 12.15pm, 3.05pm. 

5.55pm, 8.35pm, 11.15pm 

Halloween: H20 11.50pm Razor 
Blade Smile 1 1.35pm Snake Eyes 
11.45am. 2pm, 435pm, 6.45pm. 
9.05pm. 11.30pm The Truman 
Show 3.55pm, 8.55pm 


SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) e Baker Street 
Antz 3.20pm. 5.10pm. 7pm 

Buffalo 66 3.50pm. 6.15pm, 
8.40pm The Thiman Show 
8.55pm 


Floats 12.50pm, 3.30pm, 6pm. 
8.40pm Lethal Weapon 4 1 1 ,20pm 
Lock, Stock & Two Smoking Bar- 
rels 12.30am Mulan 12.30pm, 
2 30pm, 4.30pm A Perfect Murder 
9.50pm. 12.20am The Player’s 
Club 6.30pm. 9pm. 12.30am Sav- 
ing Private Ryan 1.30pm Small Sol- 
diers 12.20pm. 2.40pm. 5.05pm 
Snake Eyes 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 
6.1 0pm, 8.50pm, 1 1 ,30pm There's 
Something About Mary 4.20pm. 
7pm, 9.40pm The Thiman Show 
6.50pm, 9.10pm 


SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) * Angei My 
Name Is Joe 330pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm 


ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) e Piccadilly 
Qrcus Elizabeth 2.15pm. 5pm, 
7.45pm, 8.45pm 


SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) «■ Belsize Parte 
Left Luggage 2.40pm, 4.50pm. 
7pm, 9.05pm 


ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) «■ Leicester 
Square Le Bossu lpm. 3.30pm, 
6pm. 830pm Hana-Bi 220pm, 
4.30pm. 6.40pm, 8.50pm Love is 
the DevH 130pm. 3.15pm. 

5.10pm, 7.05pm, 9pm La Vie 
Revee des Anges 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6 -2 0pm, 8.40pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) e High Street 
Kensington Antz 12noon, 2.10pm, 
4J20pm, 7.15pm, 935pm, 12.10am 
Blade 12.35pm. 3.30pm. 635pm. 
9.20pm. 12.15am Bbabeth 

12.45pm, 3.40pm. 635pm. 930pm 
The Euardst (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 12.10pm. 3.10pm. 

6.10pm. 9.10pm. 1220am 

Halloween: H20 1220am Hope 
Floats 12.45pm. 3.35pm. 625pm. 
9.15pm. 12.05am Snake Eyes 2pm. 
435pm, 7.10pm, 9.45pm, 12.15am 


Ua WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Queensway 
Antz 3.10pm. 5.30pm, 7.40pm. 
930pm Blade 3.50pm. 6.30pm, 
9.10pm The Exordst (25 ch 
Anniversary Rerelease) 4pm, 
6.40pm. 920pm Fear and 

Loathing in Las Vegas 320pm. 
5.45pm. 8.40pm Mulan 2.50pm. 
5pm Primary Colors 3pm, 6pm, 
9pm Snake Eyes 4.50pm. 
7.10pm, 9.30pm There's 

Something About Mary 7pm. 
9.35pm 


BARKING 

ODEON (08705 050007) B Bark- 
ing Antz 1 .1 5pm. 3.1 5pm. 5.1 5pm, 
7.15pm. 9.15pm Blade 1.30pm. 
4pm, 6.30pm, 9pm The Exordst 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
1.30pm, 4pm, 6.45pm. 9.30pm 
Hope Hoats 1 ,30pm. 4pm. 6.45pm, 
930pm Kuch Much Hot a Hal 
12noon. 3.45pm, 7.20pm Mulan 
1.30pm. 3.30 |cti. 5.30pm Snake 
Eyes 7.30pm, 9.45pm 


H20 1220am Hope Floats 1.10pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm. 10 45pm 
Lethal Weapon 4 12.10am Lock, 
Stock & Tlwo Smoking Barrels 
1 2.1 Sam Mulan 1 pm. 3pm. 5pm A 
Per f ect Murder 9.40pm The Play- 
er’s Club 7pm. 9.15pm. 11.40pm 
Saving Private Ryan 120pm Small 
Soldiers 1.1 5pm. 3.40pm Snake 
Eyes 230pm. 5pm, 7.15pm. 
9.30pm, 11.45pm There's Some- 
thing About Mary 2.10pm. 
4.40pm. 7.10pm, 9.40pm The Tru- 
man Show 4.50pm. 7.30pm, 
9.50pm 


EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/O Ealing Broadway 
Antz 1pm, 3pm. 5pm, 7.10pm. 
9.10pm The Exordst (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) 12.50pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.50pm Snake 
Eyes 1.30pm. 4.20pm. 6.35pm. 
9.20pm 


BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High 
Barnet Antz 12.15pm. 4.40pm. 
7pm. 9pm Blade 3pm, 5.40pm, 
825pm EHzabeth 220pm, 5.15|mi. 
8.10pm Snake Eyes 1.40pm, 
4.10jxn, 6.30pm. 8.50pm 


ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) G- Tottenham 
Court Road Antz 125pm, 325pm. 
525pm. 7.40pm, 9.45pm The 
Exo r dst (25th Anniversary 
Rerel ea se ) 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 

6.30pm, 9.10pm My Name Is Joe 
1.15pm. 4pm. 6.40pm, 920pm 


ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 
(08705-050007) & Leicester Square 
Snake Eyes 1 30pm. 4.05pm. 
6.20pm, a40pm 1120pm 


CHELSEA CINEMA 
(0171-351 3742} O Sloane Square 
Henry Fool 2.10pm. 520pm. 
8.15pm 


ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) B Marble Arch 
Antz 12.10pm. 2.25pm, 4.35pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm Blade 12.15pm. 
3.10pm, 6.05pm, 8.55pm, 

11.40pm Elizabeth 12.30pm. 

325pm, 6.15pm, 9.10pm The 
Exordst (25th Anniversary 

Rerelease) 12.20pm, 3.15pm, 

620pm, 9. 1 0pm. 1 1 .55pm 

Halloween: H20 11.55pm The 
Player’s Qub 11.25pm Snake 
Eyes 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 6.20pm, 
8.45pm. 11.30pm 


VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) B Sloane Square 
Antz 12.45pm, 2.45pm. 4.45pm, 
6.45pm, 8.45pm Blade 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20|xn. 9pm Snake 
Eyes 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 920pm 
There's Something About Mary 
12.30pm, 3pm. 5.40pm, 8.30pm 


BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Halloween: H20 
10pm Mulan 12.45pm, 3.15pm, 
5.30pm. 7.45pm Small Soldier's 
2pm. 4.45pm, 7.15pm. 9.45pm 
The Truman Show 1.45pm, 
4.1 0pm. 6.45pm, 9.25pm 


EDGWARE 

BELLEVUE (0181-381 2556) 
B Edgware Bade Mfyan Chore 
Miyan phone for times Fine phone 
For times Kuch Kuch Hoca Hal phone 
for 'times Mehndl phone for times 
Mulan 5.30pm Prem Aggan phone 
for times Snake Eyes 3.30pm, 
5.30pm. 8pm 


VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711} B South 

Kensington Elizabeth 12.50pm. 
3.30pm, 6.20pm. 9.10pm The 
Exordst (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 1pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 
9.20pm Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas 12.40pm, 320pm. 6.10pm. 
9.20pm Hope Floats 1.30pm. 
4.1 0pm, 6.50pm. 9.40pm A 

Pe r fect Murder 1220pm. 3pm. 
5.50pm, 8.50pm Primary Colors 
2pm, 520pm, 8.30pm 


CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) B Clapham 
Common Antz 1 pm. 3 pm. 
5.15pm, 7.15pm Character 
9.15pm Fear and Loathing In Las 
Vegas 1 .30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Henry Fool 12.30pm, 
3.15pm, 6pm. 8.45pm 


ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) B Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 1 2.35pm. 
3.05pm. 5.35pm, 8.20pm Lock, 
Stock & TVro Smoking Barrels 
125pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm Mulan 
1 ,50pm. 3.55pm Six Days. Seven 
Nights 825pm There’s 
Something About Mary 12.45pm. 
3.15pm. 5.45pm, 820pm The 
Wedding Singer 2.20pm, 425pm. 
6.35pm. 8.45pm 


VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) B Piccadilly 
Circus Fear and Loathing In Las 
Vegas 12.45pm, 3.20pm. 6pm. 
8.35pm My Name Is Joe 
12.55pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 

8.45pm There's Something About 
Mary 12.30pm. 3.10pm, 5.50pm, 
8.25pm 


BEXLEYHEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bexleyheath Antz 12noon, 1 pm. 
2pm, 3pm. 4pm, 5pm, 6pm. 7pm. 
9pm Blade 1 .50pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 
9.40pm. 12.05am Elizabeth 

1.40pm. 4.40pm, 7.10pm The 
Exordst (25th Anniversary Rere- 
lease) 1.15pm, 3.55pm, 6.50pm. 
9.30pm. 12.05am Fear And 

Loathing In Las Vegas 1.30pm. 
4.30pm, 7.05pm. 9.35pm. 1 1.55pm 
Halloween: H20 9,45pm. 1 1 ,55pm 
Hope Floats 1.55pm, 4.25pm, 
7.05pm, 9.40pm. 12.10am Lock. 
Stock & TWo Smoking Barrels 
9.50pm. 12.20am Small Soldiers 
12.10pm, 2.35pm. 5pm Snake Eyes 
7.50pm. 9.55pm, 12.15am Still 
Crazy 11pm There's Something 
About Mary 7.15pm. 9.40pm. 
12.15am The Thiman Show 
12noon. 225pm, 5pm, 7.30pm 


EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC1 12 10990- 
888990) B Tottenham Hale Antz 
2.1 5pm. 3.10pm, 4.50pm. 5.50pm. 
8pm Blade 3pm, 6.05pm. 9pm, 
1 1 .50pm Elizabeth 5.45pm The Ex- 
ordst (25th Anniversary Rere- 
lease) 4pm, 6.50pm, 9.45pm, 
12.35am Halloween: H20 
10.15pm. 12.50am Hope Floats 
2.50pm. 5.35pm, 8.20pm. 1 1 .30pm 
Kuch Kuch Hoca Hai 8.20pm Left 
Luggage 3.30pm. 6.1 5pm, 8.45pm. 
11.45pm Lethal Weapon 4 
1 2.20am lock. Stock & TWo Smok- 
ing Barrels II. 15pm Mulan 
3.35pm The Odd Couple II 3.50pm. 
9.55pm The Player's Club 4.35pm. 
9.30pm, 12.05am Saving Private 
Ryan 6.25pm Small Soldiers 
4.25pm. 7.20pm Snake Eyes 
2.45pm, 5.20pm. 7.40pm. 

10.05pm. 12.25am Still Crazy 
1 2 ,40am There's Something About 
Mary 8.35pm, 1 1 .20pm The Un- 
man Show 2.15pm, 7,05pm 


ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705-050007) B Swiss Cottage 
Ana 1225pm. 2.30pm, 4.40pm, 
6.45pm. 8.55pm Blade 12.45pm. 
3.15pm. 5.50pm, B.30pm 

Elizabeth 12.10pm. 2.45pm. 

525pm, 8.10pm Hope Floats 
12.35 pm, 3.10pm, 5.45pm. 

8.15pm Snake Eyes 1.15pm. 
3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm The 
Unman Show 1.10pm. 3.45pm, 
6.151X11. 8.50pm 


PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) B Piccadilly 
Qrcus Across the Sea of Time - A 
New Vbrfc Adventure (3-D) 
12.55pm. 3pm. 5.1 (Ham. 7.15pm. 
10.15pm L5 - City in Space 
2.05pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm Everest 
4.10pm. 820pm 


VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) B PiccatflBy 
arcus Ana 12.10pm. 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm. 

11.40pm Blade 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 
6pm. 9pm. 11.35pm The Btordst 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
12.30pm, 320pm. 6.10pm, 

8.50pm. 1 1 .30pm HaBowcen: H20 
12.10am Hope Hoats 12noon, 
230pm. 520pm. 8.10pm Mr Nice 
Guy 12midnighc A ftrf en Murder 
12.40pm. 3.10pm. 5.40pm. 

8.30pm The Player's Club 
11.40pm Primary Colors 5pm. 
8.10pm Small Sokkers 12noon, 
220pm The Thanan Show 
12noon. 2.15pm. 430pm, 6.50pm. 
920pm. 11.50pm 


BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Bromley North/Bromley South Ana 
3.30pm. 5.45pm. 8.05pm. 10.15pm 
Blade 1.50pm, 4.10pm, 6.55pm. 
9.35pm Elizabeth 1 ,50pm, 7.10pm 
The Exordst (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 3.15pm. 6.25pm. 
9.30pm Snake Eyes 4.45pm. 10pm 


FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (01 81 - 
8670555) BR Fekham Ana 12 noon. 
1 pm. 2pm. 3pm. 4pm, 5pm. 6pm. 
7pm. 9pm, 1 lpm Bade Miyan Qiote 
Miyan lpm. 4.15pm. 10pm. 

11.40pm Blade 1.05pm. 4.30pm. 


7.1 5pm. 9.50pm, 12.10am EHzabeth 
12.1 5pm, 2.45pm. 5.15pm. 7.45pm 
The Exordst (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 11am. 1.35pm. 4.05pm, 
7.05pm, 9.45pm, 12.15am Fear 


And Loathing In Las Vegas 1 1am. 
1^40^mj| ^Ofxn. 7pm i 9.40pm. 


Hre 1 lam. 1 ,30pm. 4pm. 


CATFORD 

ABC (0181 -698 3306) BFk Garford. 
Antz 2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 
8.45pm Blade 2.40pm, 5.30pm. 
8.15pm 


630pm Halloween: H20 10. 1 5pm. 
12.15am Hope Floats 2.10pm, 


12.15am Hope Floats 2.10pm, 
4.40pm. 7.1 Octfn, 9.35pm Kuch Kuch 
Hoca Hal 11am. 2.30pm. 6.05pm. 
8pm. 9.30pm. 11. 30pm lock. Stock 


CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030] 
BR: Croydon West/East The Land 
Girls 3. 10pm Saving Private Ryan 
7.45pm The Human Show 5.30pm 


A TWo Smokhw Bartels 9.05pm, 
1 1 .45pm Metvtfa 1 1 . 1 5am. 2 45pm. 


6.20pm, 9.45pm Prem Aggan 
11.50pm Small Soldiers 4.20pm 
Snake Eyes 12noon. 2.15pm. 
4.45pm. 7.20pm. 9.35pm. 12.10am 
Stffl Crazy 7.45pm There’s Some- 
thing About Mary 11.30am. 2pm, 
6.40pm, 9.10pm, 11. 50pm The Tru- 
man Show 11.25am. 1.30pm. 
4.05pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 


WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) B Leicester 
Square Blade 1 2. 30pm. 3.20pm, 


PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) e East Finchley 
Elizabeth 3.50pm. 625pm The 
Governess 1 .25pm 9pm 


6.10pm. 9.10pm. 12midnight The 
Exordst (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 11.50am. lpm, 
2.40pm, 3.50pm, 5.30j*n. 

6.40pm. 8.30pm, 9.30|Hn, 

11.30pm. 12^0am HaDoween: 
H20 930pm. 1130pm Hope 
Floats 1.20pm. 3.40pm, 6.30pm. 
9pm, 1135pm Lethal Weapon 4 
12.20pm, 3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm. 
1 1.40pn Lock, Stock A TWo 
Smoking Barrels 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6-7 0pm, 8.40pm. T 1.10pm Mulan 
12.10pm, 2.30pm, 4.55pm A 
P er f ect Murder 1 2 noon. 230pm, 
5.20pm. 8.10pm. 11pm SOU 
Crazy 11.55am. 2.10pm. 4.40pm. 
7.10pm VeliRt Goldmine 7pm, 
9.40pm. 12.15am. 


PLAZA 

(0990-888990) ^ Piccadilly Qrcus 
The Odd Couple U 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm Primary 
Colors 1.10pm. 4.30pm. 8.15pm 
Saving Private Ryan 3.15pm, 
7.15pm The human Show lpm. 
330pm, 6pm, 8.40pm 


RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) B Russell 

Square Henry Fool 2.10pm. 
5.20pm, 8.15pm The Knowledge 
of Hearing 1.05pm, 3pm. 5pm, 
7pm, 9pm 


SAFARI (0181 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. Ana 6.10pm, 8pm Bade 
Miyan Chore Miyan 10pm Blade 
6pm. 8.30pm, 11.10pm Fire 
835pm. 10.50pm Small Soldiers 
6.30pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Antz 
12nobn, 2pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 


8.40pm. 11pm Blade 12.40pm, 
330pm. 6.55pm, 9.40pm, 12.30am 


RIO CINEMA 

(0171-254 6677) BR Da is ton 
Klngsiand Rear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas 3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.45pm 


CINEMA 

London locals 


Elizabeth 4,30pm. 7.10pm The 
Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rent- 
lease) 12.55pm. 3.45pm, 6.20pm, 
9.15pm. 12.05am Halloween: H20 
12.20am Hope Floats 1.05pm, 
335pm, 6.15pm, 8.50pm Lethal 
weapon 4 1 1 .40pm Lock. Stock A 
Two Smoking Barrels 11.10pm 
Mulan 12.25pm. 2.30pm. 4.45pm 
A Perfect Murder 9.50pm Saving 
Private Ryan 1 2.50pm Small Sol- 
diers 1 .20pm. 3.50pm Snake Eyes 
2.05pm, 4.20pm. 6.40pm, 9pm. 
11.30pm There’s Something 
About Mary 6.50pm, 9.30pm. 
12.15am The Truman Show 6pm. 
8.30pm 


FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) B East Finchley/Finchley 
Central Antz 12.50pm. 3pm, 
5.10pm. 7.20pm, 10pm Blade 
11.50am. 2.25pm, 5pm, 6.4Spm. 
9.30pm, 12.10am Dr Dolltcle 
12.25pm Elizabeth 3.50pm, 
6.50pm The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) 6.35pm. 
9.15pm. 1 1.45pm Halloween: H20 
1 1.40pm Hope Floats lpm, 
3,30pm, 6.1 5pm, 9pm Lock, Stock 
A Two Smoking Barrels 12.25am 
Mulan 12.30pm, 2.35pm. 4.40pm 
A Perfect Murder 9.40pm Saving 
Private Ryan 12. 20pm Small Sol- 
dlers 1.30pm, 4pm Snake Eyes 
235pm. 4.45pm. 7.05pm, 9.25pm 
There's Something About Mary 
6.25pm, 8.50pm The Thiman Show 
7.35pm. 10.10pm 


RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/B Brixton 
Ana 2.50pm, 4.50pm, 7pm Le 
Bossu 1.20pm The Exordst (25th 
Antiuenary Rerelease) 1.40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.40pm, 9.15pm. 11.55pm 
Henry Fool 315pm, 6pm, &45pm 
Lock. Snack A TWo Smoking 


ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) BRarKRoyd Ann 

1 2noan. 2pm 4pm. 620pm. 825pm, 
10.20pm Blade lpm. 3.50pm. 
6-40pm, 925pm, 12.70am EHzabeth 
430pm, 7.1 0pm The Exordst (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) 1.20pm, 
4,10pm. 720pm. 10pm. 12.40am 
Halloween: H20 11.40pm Hope 


DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) B Dagenham Heaihway Ana 
12,30pm, 2.30pm, 4.30pm, 

625pm. B.40pm, 1 0.40pm Blade 

I. 30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm. 

I I. 30pm ERzabedi 6.50pm The Ex- 
ordst (25th Anniversary Rere- 
lease) 1.40pm. 4.15pm. 6.45pm, 
920pm, 1 2 midnight Halloween: 


GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1 724) B Golden; 
Green Ana 2.15pm. 4.25pm. 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 


GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR; 

3-30pm. 5.30pm, 
730pm, 930pm EHzabeth 4.30pm 
The Exordst (25ch Anniversary 
Rwdease) 3.40pm. 620pm. W 
!I'S2 pm Halloween: WO 
Eyes 7 * m - 

9.1 5pm, 1 1 30pm 


. t i 
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HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902041 3] ® BelsLze 
Park Antz 1.50pm, 4pm. 6.20pm, 
8.40pm Elizabeth 2pm. 5.10pm 
Hope Floats 2.40pm, 5.40pm. 
8.20pm Primary Colors 8pm 


HOLLO WAV 

ODEON (08705 050007} ® Arch- 
way Ann 12.20pm. 2.20pm. 
4.20pm. 6.20pm. 8.20pm Blade 
1.45pm. 4.20pm. 6.55pm. 9.30pm 
Elizabeth 1.15pm. 4.05pm. 6.50pm. 
8.35pm The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) 2pm. 4.35pm. 
7.10pm. 9.50pm Halloween: H20 
> 0.20pm Hope Floats 1.40pm, 
4.15pm. 7pm. 9.40pm Small Sol- 
diers 1 2.30pm. 2.40pm. 4.50pm 
Snake Eyes 1.05pm. 3.20pm, 
5.35pm, 7.50pm. 10.05pm There’s 
Something About Mary 7.05pm. 
9.45pm The Truman Show lpm, 
3.15pm, 5.30pm. 7.45pm. 10pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) ® Gants 
Hill Antz 1 2.40pm. 2.50pm. 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm Blade 12.30pm. 3pm. 
5.40pm, 8.20pm The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
2.20pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm Mulan 
12.10pm. 2pm Primary Colors 
1.10pm. 4.20pm. 7.55pm Snake 
Eyes 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm 


MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) ® High- 
gace Antz 1 .30pm. 3.20pm, 5. 1 0pm. 
7.10pm. 9.10pm. Blade' 2.30pm, 
5.50pm, 8.30pm Snake Eyes 2pm. 
4.10pm, 6.20pm. B.40pm 


PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 

BR: Peckham Rye Antz 1 1 .50am, 
3.50pm, 5.50pm. 7.50pm The Ex- 
orcist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
4.05pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm. 1 1 .45pm 
Halloween: H20 9.45pm. 1 1 ,45pm 
Hope Floats 3.55pm. 6.25pm, 9pm. 
1 1 .35pm Mulan 1 1 .45am. 3 . 35pm, 
5.30pm A Perfect Murder 4.30pm, 
7pm. 9.25pm. 1 1.55pm Small Sol- 
diers 12.05pm. 4.55pm. 7.10pm 
Snake Eyes 7.20pm. 9.40pm. 1 2 mid- 
night Still Crazy 1 1 ,45pm The Tru- 
man Show 9.20pm 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) BR: Putney 
/® Putney Bridge Antz 2.15pm. 
4.30pm. 7.45pm. 9.45pm Elizabeth 
2.15pm, 6.15pm. 9.15pm Hope 
Floats 2.15pm, 6.30pm, 9.30pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) 

BR/-® Richmond Antz 1.10pm. 
3.20pm. 5.30pm, 7.40pm. 9.40pm 
Blade 1.10pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 
9.10pm Snake Eyes 12.10pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/® Richmond Elizabeth 
1 2.40pm. 3.30pm. 6.1 0pm. 8.50pm 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 12.30pm. 3.20pm. 
6.10pm, 9pm Hope Floats 1.10pm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm The 
Truman Show 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 
7pm. 9.40pm 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Antz 2.05pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm. 
8.55pm Blade 2.20pm. 5.40pm. 
8.20pm Hope Floats 2.10pm, 
5.55pm. 8.30pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007) BR: Romford Antz 
12.15pm, 2.30pm. 4.45pm. 7pm, 
9pm Blade I.ISpm. 3.50pm. 
6.35pm. 9.20pm Elizabeth 

12.25pm, 3pm. 5.35pm. 8.15pm 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) !2.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm Halloween: H20 
9.15pm Hope Floats 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. Spm Mulan 4.30pm. 
6.45pm Saving Private Ryan 
1 2.20pm Small Soldiers 12.30pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm Snake Eyes 1 ,50pm. 
4.10pm. 6.35pm, 8.55pm There's 
Something About Mary 8.20pm 


STAPLES CORNER 

VIRGIN (0870-907071 7) BR: Crick- 
levjood Antz 12.45pm. 3pm. 
5.15pm. 7 15pm, 9.30pm. 11.45pm 
Blade 1pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
9.15pm. 12midmghr Elizabeth 
1 2.30pm, 3.1 Spm. 6pm. 8.45pm The 
Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rere- 
lease) 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 
8.45pm. 12midnlght Halloween: 
H20 11.30pm Mulan 2.15pm. 
4.40pm Snake Eyes 7pm. 9.20pm. 
1 1.45pm The Truman Show 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9pm, 11.30pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 2.15pm. 
4.20pm . 6 25pm. 8.40pm Fear And 
Loathing In Las Vegas 2.25pm. 
5.40pm. 8.25pm Hope Floats 
2.30pm. 5.45pm, 8.30pm 


ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill'® Brixton/Clapham 
Common Blade 1.50pm. 4.30pm. 
7.1 0pm. 9.50pm Elizabeth 1 .20pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm The Exorcist 
<2 5th Anniversary Rerelease) 
1 .40pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 
Mulan 2pm, 4pm The Player's 
Club 5.50pm. 8.05pm Snake Eyes 
12.40pm. 3pm. 5.20pm. 7.40pm. 
10pm There’s Something About 
Mary ! 0.1 Spm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (555 33661 BR/® Stratford 
East Antz 12.15pm. 2.15pm. 
4.15pm. 6.15pm, 8.30pm Blade 
12.50pm. 3.15pm. 5.45pm, 

8.15pm. 10.45pm The Exordst 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 

? \Onm Rnm 1 fi 


2.30pm. 5.30pm. 8pm, 10.30pm 
Hope Floats 2pm. 4.30om. 7nm 


Hope Floats 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm The Player's Club 10.30pm 


SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990.088990) ® Morden 
Antz 2.30pm. 4.30pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm. 1 lpm Blade 3pm, 6.15pm, 
9pm. 11.40pm Elizabeth 3.15pm 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 3.45pm, 6.45pm, 
9. 30pm. 1 Z 1 0am Halloween: H20 
1 2midnight The Land Girls 1.1 5pm. 
7.15pm Lock, Stock & Two Smok- 
ing Barrels 1 1 ,50pm Mulan 
2.45pm. 5pm Saving Private Ryan 
8.30pm Small Soldiers lpm. 
3.30pm Snake Eyes 7.15pm, 
9 45pm, 1 2.20am There's Some- 
thing About Mary 9.15pm The 
Truman Show 6pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET(01 81 -888 2519) 
® Turnpike Lane Antz 4pm. Spm. 
8.45pm Blade 3.15pm, 5.45pm, 
8.20pm Snake Eyes 4.15pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 


HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) 

® Harrow on the Hi! Bade Mlyan 
Chote Miyan 1 .30pm. 5pm. 8.45pm 
Fire 8pm. 10pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) ® Harrow on the Hill Antz 
12.50pm, 2.50pm, 5.05pm. 

7.15pm. 9.25pm Blade 1.05pm. 
3.40pm, 7pm, 9.35pm. 12. 10am 
Elizabeth 4pm. 6.50pm The Exor- 
cist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
1 .20pm, 3.55pm. 6.30pm. 9. 1 5pm. 
1 l.55pm Halloween: H20 ^mid- 
night Hope Floats l.i 5pm, 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 9pm. 11.30pm Lethal 
Weapon 4 1 1 pm Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 1 .40pm Mulan 
! 2.05pm. 2.20pm. 4.35pm A Per- 
fect Murder 9.45pm Saving Private 
Ryan 1 2.30pm Small Soldiers 
1 .20pm, 4pm Snake Eyes 1 .45pm, 
4 -2 Opm, 6.25pm. 8.45pm. 11.10pm 
There's Something About Mary 

I. 30pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm, 

II. 45pm The Truman Show 
5.40pm. 9.10pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 
ABC (0870-9020424) ® Waltham- 
stow Central Antz 230pm. 4.35pm. 
6.45pm. 8.45pm Blade 2.10pm. 
5.20pm. 8.20pm Hope Floats 
2.05pm. 5.10pm. 8.15pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Antz 2.45pm. 4.45pm, 6.45pm 
The Exordst (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 
8.20pm Lock, Stock & Two Smok- 
ing Barrels 8.45pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
El tham Antz 4pm, 6pm, 8.45pm The 
Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rere- 
lease) 3.15pm. 5.45pm. 8.15pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) ® South 
Wimbledon Antz 2.05pm. 4.10pm, 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Blade 2.20pm, 
5.20pm, 8.20pm, 1 1.10pm Eliza- 
beth 5.45pm. 8.30pm The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
2.40pm. 5.45pm, 8.30pm. 1 1 .1 5pm 
Halloween: H20 11.30pm Small 
Soldiers 1.15pm, 3.30pm Snake 
Eyes 1.20pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm, 
8.45pm. 11.10pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
® Turnpike Lane Bade Miyan Chote 
Miyan l2noon Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 
7.15pm, 10.45pm Prem Aggan 
3.30pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) ® South 
Woodford Antz 1 .30pm, 3.55pm, 
6.25pm, 8.50pm Elizabeth 2.40pm, 
5.40pm, 8.10pm Hope Floats 
2.30pm. 5.40pm. 8.15pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Antz 4pm, 6pm, 
8.45pm The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) 3.15pm, 
5.45pm, 8.15pm 


Cinema 

Repertory 


LONDON 

LFF: ABC SHAFTESBURY AVE- 
Shaftesbury Avenue WC2 (0870-902 
0402) Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
(18) 11pm 


LFF: CINE LUMIERE Queensberry 
Place SW7 (0171-928 3232) A 
Rendez-Vouz with Equlnoxe: 
Special Event (NC) 7.30pm 


LFP. THE LUX HoxCOr Square N1 
(0171-928 3232) Dutch Harbor 
Where the Sea Breaks Its Back 
(NC) 7pm I Stand Alone (NQ Spm 


LFP MUSEUM National Rim The- 
atre SE 1 (01 7 1 -928 32 32) The Fan 
of the House of Usher (NC) 6.30pm 
The Blue Summer (NC) 8.30pm 


LFP NFT South Bank. Belvedere 
RoadSEI (0171-928 3232) Brits in 
die Spotlight - Programme 2 (NC) 
2pm. 6.30pm Buttoners (NC) 
4.1 5pm Dance of Dust (NC) 8.45pm 


LFF: NFT 2 South Bank. Belvedere 
Road SE1 (0171-928 3232) Fat 
World (NC) 4pm. 8.30pm Baby face 
(NC) 1.45pm, 6.15pm 


LFF: ODEON WEST END 1 Leices- 
ter Square WC2 (0171-928 3232] 
The First Night of My Life (NC) 
1 .30pm Dance Me to My Song (NC) 
4pm Bedroom and Hallways (NC) 
6.30pm Festen (NC) 9pm 


LFF: ODEON WEST END 2 Leices- 
ter Square WC2 (0 1 7 1 -928 3232) No 
(NC) 1.15pm. 6pm Out of Sight 
(NQ 3. 1 5pm Rounders (NQ 8.30pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Leon (18) 
9. 1 5pm The Rocky Horror picture 
Show (15) 11.45pm 


LFP RITZY Cold Harbour Lane 
SW2 (0171-928 3232) Blind Faith 
(NQ 6.45pm A Kind or Hush (NC) 
9.15pm Torrente. the Dumb Arm 
of the Law (NC) 11.1 5pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road 
W6 (0171-420 0100) Beaumarchais 
(15) 6.30pm + Le Bossu 8.30pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford (0181-568 1176) 
La Vie Revde des Anges (18) 
1.30pm, 8.45pm Primary Colors 
(15) 6.15pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
Haraam: The Tbrkish Bath (NC) 
2.15pm. 6.45pmThe Governess 
(15) 4.30pm. 9pm The Night of 
the Living Dead (18) 1 1.15pm 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Men with Guns (15) 8.25pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS (01223-504444) The Fifth 
Element (PG) 11.30pm Henry FOol 
(18) 1.30pm, 6.25pm, 9pm Bar- 
barella (18) 4pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Poison (18) 7.30pm Fri- 
day the 13th (18) 10.30pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Hana-BI (18) 3.45pm A 
Perfect Murder (1 5) 6. 1 5pm Pri- 
mary Colors (15) 8.45pm 


NORWICH 

CITY (01603-622047) Love is the 
Devil (18) 5.45pm Le Bossu (15) 
8.15pm Austin Powers: Interna- 
tional Man of Mystery (IS) 11.15pm 


OXFORD 

PHOENIX PICTURE HOUSE 
(01865-512526) Character (15) 
lpm. 6.40pm Henry Fool (18) 
3.30pm. 9pm Elizabeth (15) 

I. 30pm, 4pm. 9.10pm Duel (NC) 
6.30pm Divorcing Jack (IS) 

II. 30pm 


Theatre 

West End 


SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) ® Surrey 
Quays Antz 2.50pm, 5-05pm, 
7.15pm. 9.30pm Blade 3.30pm. 
6.30pm, 9.45pm Elizabeth 7.10pm 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 3.05pm, 5-50pm. 
8.45pm. 1 1 ,30pm Halloween: H20 
1 0pm. 1 2.1 0am Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 1.55pm Mulan 

I. 30pm. 3.15pm. 4pm. 5.30pm 
Saving Private Ryan 3. 30pm Small 
Soldiers 1.50pm. 4.30pm. 7pm 
Snake Eyes 2pm. 4.20pm, 6.45pm, 
9 -20pm, 12midnighc Still Crazy 

I I . 45pm There's Something About 

Mary 10.10pm The Truman Show 
2.45pm, 5pm. 7.25pm. 9.50pm 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and prices for the week; 
running times Include Intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices ft — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — {1 J: Sun. (31: Tue, [41; 
Wed. (5|: Thur. [6|: Frl, (7): Sat 


I ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71-494 5065) ® Picc Ore. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. (5)17) 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50. 130 mins. 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) 

® Uxbridge Antz 12.30pm. 2.40pm. 
4.45pm, 7.30pm Blade 2.30pm. 
6.10pm. 9.10pm Mulan 12.1 0pm 
Snake Eyes 9.35pm 


I AMADEUS David Suchet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer's 
acclaimed drama. Old Vic The Cut. 
5E1 (01 7 1 -928 761 6/cc 420 0000) 
BR/® Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4) 2.30pm. [7] 3pm. E7.50-E30. 
180 mins. 


• ANNIE Rags-to-riches story of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street, SW1 (0171-834 
1317) BR/® Victoria. Tue-5at 
7.30pm. [4|[7| 2.30pm, [1| 4pm. 
E7.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 


O ART Lany Lamb, Jack Dee, Tim 
Healy in Yasmina Reza's comedy 
about art and friendship. Wynd- 
ham> Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171-369 1736/c c 867 1111) 
® Lek. Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. [41 3pm, 
[7|[1 1 5pm. £9. 50- £27. 50. 90 mins. 


• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical baaed on Disney's 
cartoon version of the fav o ur it e fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road.WI (0171 -656 1888) ®Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5J(7] 
2.30pm, £1 8.50-E35. 150 mins. 


• THE BEST OF TIMES Revue- 
style show featuring the songs of Jer- 
ry Herman. Vaudeville Strand. WC2 
[0171-836 9987) BR/® Charing X. 
Mon-Fri 8pm. Sat 8.30pm, |4][7] 
3.30pm. £9. 50- £27. 50. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS \nily Rus- 
sell'S long-r unning Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WQ (01 71 -369 1 733) 
® Leic 5q/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, (5) 3pm. |7J 4pm. £1 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


% BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
stare in a brand new 1970s musicaL 
Savoy Strand, WC2 (0171-836 
8888/cc 836 0479} ® Charing 
X/Embankment. Mon-Thur Spm, 
Frl-Sat 8.30pm. [61 5.30pm. [7] 
5pm. ends 9 Jan. £11-£28.50. 
1 50 mins. 


ft BRfTANNlCUS Diana Rigg and 
Toby Stephens are directed by 
Jonathan Kent in Racine's tragedy 
of maternal manipulation. Albery St 
Martin's Lane, WC2 (0171-369 
1730/cc 867 1111) ® Leic Sq. 
Tonight 7.30pm, ends 12 Dec. 
£5- £29.50. 


•BUDDY Musical biog-sbow trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800] ® Coven c Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm 6 
6.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats 


(lj 4pm, £10-£27. Fri mats half 
price. 160 mins. 


ft cats Lloyd Webber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 71 -405 
0072/cc 404 4079] ® Covent Gar- 
den/Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[3](7] 3pm. E12.50-E35 165 mins 


O CHICAGO Ruthie Henshali stare 
in this hit Broadway musical about 
two murderous women and their 
nightclub act Mel phi Malden Lane, 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) ® Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm, (4]{7i 2.30pm. 
E16-E36 (Inci booking fee). 
130 mins. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(01 71 -369 1 747) ® Picc Grc. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. [5J 3pm. [7J 5pm, (1] 4pm, 
E6-E25. Thur mats - all seats £10. 
120 mins. 


• DEAD MONKEY Nick Darke's 
black comedy stars David Soul. 
Whitehall Whitehall 5W1 (0171-369 
1 735/cc 867 1 1 11 ) BR/® Charing 
X. Tue-Sat 8.30pm. [6)[71 5.30pm, 
ends 19 Dec. E19-E25. 120 mins. 


ft DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
t a l ks to the animals in Ihi-S new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) ® Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, [4J[7) 2.30pm, 
E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 


• FAME THE MUSICAL High-oc- 
tane stage show cha r rin g the highs 
and lows of a class of young showbiz 
hopefuls. Prince oF Wales Coventry 
Street. W1 (0171-839 5972)® Le- 
ic Sq/Picc Ore. Mon-Thur 8pm, Fri 
5.30pm 6 8.30pm, Sat 4pm & 8pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £1 5-E30. 120 mins. 


ft FILUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
iake Wertenbaker’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play. Pic- 
cadilly Denman Street. W1 (0171- 
369 1734) ® Picc Ore. In rep. 
tonight 8pm, continuing. E12-E30. 
1 20 mins. 


I GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit filra about life in an Amer- 
ican high school. Cambridge Eariham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 
O Cavern Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4 J [ 7 J 3pm, EI0-E30. 
150 mins. 


• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah Ybrk 
in Peter Hall's aedaimed production 
of Wilde's comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W1 (0171-494 5045) 
® Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J5J 
3pm. [7J 4pm, E8-E29.50. 165 mins. 


ft AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dal dry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriller. Garri ck 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) ® Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.1 Spm. |4[ 2.30pm. [71 5pm. 
EI0.50-E25. 110 mins. 


OINTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on fairy tales. Donmar Ware- 
house Eariham Street. WC2 (01 71 - 
369 1732) ® Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm. £l5-£27.50. 


• THE INVENTION OF LOVE 

Tbm Stoppard’s pky about the life of 
poet AE Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket Haymarket. SW1 (0171- 
930 8800) ® Picc Circ.Tue-Sat 
7.30pm, |4||7| 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 180 mins. 


• JACKIE Gip Hoppe's comic 
satire on the feme and fortune of 
Jackie Q. Queen’s Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (0171-494 S59Q/CC 344 
4444) ® Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
(5J [7) 3pm. E12.50-E27.SO. 
1 20 mins. 


O COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey's new play gives a 
tender account of the life of Hills- 
borough disaster survivor: In rep, 
tonight 7.30pm. continuing. Olivi- 
er £i Lyttelton: E8-E27. Cottesloe: 
£1 2-El S. Day seats from 10am. 
South Bank. SE1 (0171-452 3000) 
® Embankment. 


ROYAL SHAKE5PEARE COMPANY 
•THE BARBICAN: The School for 
Scandal Sheridan’s biting 18th-cen- 
tury satire. Mon-Sat 7.1 5pm. mats 
[5][7] 1.45pm. ends 21 Nov. 


O THE PIT: Ttoilus and Cressida 
Shakespeare's depiction of the hu- 
man spirit undermined by bloody 
warfare. Tonight 7.15pm. ends 21 
Nov. Barbican Theatre: £5-£26. The 
Pit: £11 -£18.50 Barbican Centre, 
EC2 (0171-638 8891)® Barbican. 


O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 

Adam Garcia. London Palladium 
Argyll Street. W1 (0171-494 5020) 
® Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4|[7| 2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's hi-tech 
roller-musicaL Apollo Victoria 
Wilton Road. SWI (0171 -416 6070) 
BR/® Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[31(71 3pm. E12.50-E30. 1 50 mins. 


I THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn’s 
comedy- Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/CC 344 4444) 
® Covent Garden. Mon-5at 7.45pm. 
[5J[7| 3pm. E15-E27.50. 140 mins. 


ft THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Irela n d a n d examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downs tabs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin's Lane, WC2 
(0171-565 5000) ® Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, J4J[7) 
3.30pm, E5-E25. 90 mins. 


ft WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street 
W1 (01 71 -447 5400) ® Leic Sq/Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (5)171 
3pm. £1 5-E35. 1 60 mins. 


Q WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Uoyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. 
Aldwych Aldwych. WC2 (0171- 
416 6000/cc 0171-836 2428) 
® Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (51(7) 
3pm, £1 0-E32.50. 120 mins. 


• HE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Susan HID’s chflfing ghost story For- 
tune Russefl Street WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 344 4444) ® Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 8pm, [3] 
3pm. (7) 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 
110 mins. 


THEATRE 


beyond the west End 


ALMEIDA THEATRE The Storm 
Flunk McGuinness's new version of 
Ostrovsky's uplifting drama. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, mats Sat 3pm, ends 19 
Dec E6.50-E19.50. Almeida Street. 
N1 (0171-359 4404) ® Angd/HIgh- 
bury & Islington. 


HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Little 
Malcolm and His Struggle Against 
die Eunuchs Ewan McGregor stars 
as the revolutionary activist in David 
OaOivreirs drama. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
mats Sat 3.30pm. ends 2 Jan. £9- 
£16. cones £6. Avenue Road. NW3 
(01 71 -722 930 1 ) ® Swiss Cottage. 


JERMYN STREET THEATRE Sim- 
ply Barbra: The Wedding Tour 
Steven Brinberg’s virtuoso Streisand 
show. Tue- Sun 8pm, mats Sat & Sun 
4pm, Sat 1 1 pm. ends 29 Nov. £1 5, 
cones £10. Jermyn Street. SWI 
(0171-287 2875) ® Piccadilly 
Grc us. 


Theatre 


COUNTRYWIDE 


BOSTON 

BLACKFR1ARS ARTS CENTRE 
Before Nell - After Aglncourt 
Shakespeare’s minor characters are 
given a new voice by Peter Mottley. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £5.50. cones £4.50. 
Spain Lane (01205-363108) 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL The Memory or 
Miter Alison Steadman and Julia 
Sawalha star In this touching come- 


THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent ISNWwber 1991? 




• LOVE UPON THE THRONE 

Tasteful look at the Charles and Di- 
ana marriage. Comedy Panton 
Street. SWI (0171-369 1731) 
® Picc Qrc/Lelc Sq. Mon-Sac 8pm, 
(4] (7] 3pm. ends 31 Jan, E6-E25, 


home for their mother’s funeral 13 
& 14 Nov, 7.45pm. £8.50 El 8.50. 
Bond Street (01273-328488) 


KO media Unleashed Hull Truck’s 
production of Godber’s new pfay 
dealing with peer pressure. 136 14 
Nov, 8pm. £10, cones £6. Gardner 
Street (01273-277772) 




first Call, last Call 


ft LE5 MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Vidor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
WI (0171-434 0909) ® Picc Grc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5]{7] 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 


1 MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the MadamButterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. IMC2 (0171- 
494 5060) ® Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4](7] 3pm. E5.75-E35. 
165 mins. 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (01 71 -836 1 443] 
® Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3J 
2.45pm. [7] 5pm. E9-E23. 135 mins. 


First Call 

SOUTH AFRICA’S most famous choral troupe, the 10-piece 
Ladysmith Black Maxnbazo have released 40 albums 
to date, but they are probably best known for their work 
with Paul Simon on his Greceland album and, most 
recently the music used for the nostalgic Heinz TV 
adverts. However, with a Best of album. The Star and 
the Wiseman, resting in the Top 10, it's a good time to 
get fully acquainted with the impressive a cappella 
and dance ensemble from Durban. 

Royal Festival HczZL South Bonk, London SEl 10172-960 
4242) 16 Nov 


D THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Uoyd Webber's 
Gothic musicaL Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SWI (0171-494 5400/cc 
344 4444) ® Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (4J[7) 3pm. ET0-E35. 
1 50 mins. 


J REAL CLASSY AFFAIR Liza Ysalh- 
er stars in Nick Grosso's new piece 
'about a couple moving south of the 
. river from north London. Royal 
Court Upstairs (at The Ambas- 
sadors) West Street, WC2 (0171- 
565 5000) ® Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
7 .45pm. l?( 4pm, ends 1 4 Nov, £5- 
£10. cones £5. 


Last Call 

RICHARD m is one of Shakespeare's most bloody plays, 
ever popular with audiences for its portrayal of eviL It's 
a complex t asfe for an actor to elicit any sympathy for 
the lead, as Richard represents a type of evil which 
cannot be easily explained. So. it is a tribute to Robert 
Lindsay (right), taking the title role here in the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre's production, that he doesn't just 
comes across as a soulless man intent on political 
domination at all costs. Directed by Elijah Moshinksy- 
Rayal Shakespeare Theatre. Stratford-upon-Avon 
(01789 295623 ) to 14 Nov 



ft RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modem day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (01 7 1 -379 5399) ® Hof- 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
(4 J[7) 3pm. £T 2 .50-E32 .50. 
1 60 mins. 


BRISTOL 

NEW VIC BASEMENT Idee Fixe 
Story about a man's obsession in- 
spired by the memoirs of composer 
Hector Berlioz. 12 & 13 Nov. 6pm, 
13 & 14 Nov. 1. 05pm. £3. King 
Street (0117-925 0250) 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
O OLIVIER: Antony and Cleopa- 
tra Helen Mirren and Alan Rickman 
star as the sensually selMestructiwa 
lovers. Mon-Sat 7pm. macs |7] 
1 ,30pm, ends 3 Dec. 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
OLD TOWN HALL ARTS CENTRE 
Beggar's Belief New piece from 
Trestle Theatre inspired by the 
paintings of BreugeL 13 & 14 Nov, 
8pm. £9. cones £7. High Street 
(01442-228091) 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
WYCOMBE SWAN Popcorn Emma 
Noble stars in Ben Elton’s satire on 
cinema violence. 1 3 Nov: 6pm & 
9pm. 14 New. 5.30pm 0 8.30pm. 
£8. 50-El 8.50. St Mary's Street 
(01494-512000) 


ILFRACOMBE 

THE LANDMARK A Midsummer 
Night's Dream An Oxford Stage 
Company production of Shake- 
speare’s magical comedy 13 & 14 
Now 8pm. £6-£1 0, cones E4.50-E8. 
The Promenade. Wilder Road 
(01 271 -865655/cc 324242) 


HAYMARKET THEATRE STUDIO 
Berkoff's Women Linda Marlowe 
reveals Steven Berkoff’s thoug h ts on 
being a woman. 13 & 14 Nov. 
7.45pm. £9. cones £6. Bdgrave Gate 
(01 16-253 9797) 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
THEATRE The Alchemist Ben Jon- 
son’s riotous comedy. Tonight 8pm. 
.£&-£ 1 0, cones available. Lake Street 
(01525-378310) 


NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dead Funny The 
late great British comedians provide 
the focus for Terry Johnson's 
poignant comedy. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
ends 28 Nov. £4-£T4.50. Guildhall 
Road (01604-632533) 


OXFORD 

APOLLO THEATRE Pirates of 
Penzance Paul Nicholas stars in this 

G^^tan^^firan dassief 1 3 fi 14 
Nov. 7.30pm. £1 3.50-E22. George 
Street (01865-244544) 


PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Our Coun- 
try’s Good Study of die civilising 
power of theatre, written by Tim- 
boriake Wectenbaker and performed 
by Qutaf Joint 13 Nov 8pm. 14 Nat 
7.30pm. E6.5O-E17.50. Beaumont 
Street (01865-798600) 


PETERBOROUGH 
STAHL THEATRE Jekyfl and Hyde 
An eerie new adaptation of Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s spine chiller. 1 3 
A 14 Nov. 7.45pm. £8. West Street 
(01832-273930) 


PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL The Tempest 
Adrian Noble directs Shakespeare's 
romance drama 13 & 14 Nov, 
7.30pm. E6.50-E34. cones available. 
Royal Parade South (01752-267222) 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOU5E Just 
Between Ourselves Alan Ayck- 
bourn's comic look at family rela- 
tionships. Mon-Wed, 7.30pm. 
Thur-Sat 8pm. ends 28 Nov £8-£1 5. 
cones available. Mai chouse Lane 
(01722-320333) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
Richard III Robert Lindsay stare as 
the notorious historical villain. 13 & 
14 Nov; 7.30pm. £7-05. Waterside 

(01789-295623) 


SWANSEA 

TALIESIN ARTS CBTTRE King Lear 
Shakespeare's tragedy is gr«B the 
Mappa Mundi treatment 13 & 14 
Nov. 7.30pm. £8. cones £5.50. 
Singleton Park (01792-296883) 


TORRfNGTON 

PLOUGH ARTS CENTRE The Trial 
Steven Berkoff’s witty and wicked 
adaptation of Franz Kafka's classic. 
13 6 14 Nov. 8pm. E4-E5. Fore 
Street (01805-622552) 


WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE The Glass 
Menagerie Tennessee Williams’ 
haunting drama aboota faded South- 
ern belle. Mon-Thur 7.45pm, Frl-Sat 
8pm. ends 28 Nov. E4-E15.75. 
Clarendon Road (01923-225671) 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


QEH THEATRE Speed the Plow 
David Mamet's story about two film 
executives who have just 24 hours to 
cast a new action movie. 13 & 14 
Nov. Spm. £8. cones £6. Jacob's 
Wells Road [0117-925 0551) 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Maquetces Henry Moore 
Maquettes, working models and 
graphics exhibition marking the 
centenary of his birth. Mon. Tue, 
Thur-Sat 10am -5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 10 Jan, free. Church 
Street (01 2 7 3-290900) 


CHICHESTER 

CHIC HES T ER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Jesus, My Boy Tom Conti relates the 
story of The Nativity from the point 
of view of Joseph. 13 & 14 Nov. 
7.30pm. £5. 50-El 5.50. cones avail- 
able. OaWands Park (01 243-781 31 2) 


GARDNER ARTS CENTRE Animal 
Farm: Ralph Steadman Commis- 
sioned drawings illustrating Orwell's 
noveL Mon-Sun 10am-6pm. ends 5 
Dec free. University of Sussex, 
Lewes Road (01273-685861) 


COLCHESTER 

MERCURY THEATRE Who'S Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf Two couples 
share jokes and commit petty indis- 
cretions which turn into a night of 
painful drunken revelations. Mon- 
Wed 7.30pm, Thur-Sat 8pm. ends 
28 Nov. E6.50-E1 5.50. BaJkerne 
Gate (01206-573948) 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE Grease Luke 
Goss stars in the nostalgic 
musical about the 1950s. 1 3-2 1 Nov. 
phone for details. Home Gardens 
(01 322-220000) 


CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWILLLAM MUSEUM Four 
American Winters: Fra nken thaler, 
Noland, Olltski, Foons Important 
figures in America's avant-garde. 
Ends 8 Nov 

From Polidoro to Salvator Rosa 
Collection of drawings and prints 
fanning the best of Italian Baroque. 
Ends 23 Dec 

The Society of Three: Whistler; 
Fantin-Latour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and pnnts 
examining the common stylistic 
ground of the three artists. Tue-Sat 
10am -5pm. 5un 2.1 5pm-5pm, ends 
14 Feb. free. Trump mg con Street 
(01223-332900) 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Pi- 
casso: ranter And Sculptor in Clay 
Exploring the ceramic works of the 
20th-century artist Ends 1 6 Dec £7. 
QAP/UB40 £6, NUS £5. child 12-18 
£2.50. child 8-11 £1. 
life? or Theatre?: The Work of 
Charlotte Salomon Powerful paint- 
ings made between 1940 and 1942. 
Mon-Thur, Sat 6 Sun 1 0am -6pm, Fri 
10am -8. 3 0pm, ends 17 Jan. £5.50, 
UB40/OAP £4.50, NUS £4, child 1 2- 
1 8 £2.50, child 8-1 1 £1 . Burlington 
House, Piccadilly, WI (0171-300 
8000).® Green Park. 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 15: Fiona 
Banner New paintings and a 
drawings inspired ty popular culture. 
Ends 1 5 Nov, free. 

Hume - Prize 1 998 Work by Chris 
Ofili, Cathy de Moochaux, Tacita 
Dean and Sam Thylnr-Wbod. Ends 10 
Jan. £1.50. 

John Singer Sargent Comprehen- 
sive exhibition devoted to the paint- 
ings of the 19th-century artist Ends 
17 Jan. £6, cones £4. 

In Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House Including work by 
Canaletto, Stubbs and Holbein. 
Opens 10 Nov, Mon-Sun 1 0am- 
5.50pm, ends 28 Feb. free. Mflfoank. 
SWI (0171-887 8000) ® Pimlico. 


VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Aubrey Beardsley The illustrator's 
life and work explored in 200 draw- 
ings and prints. Ends 10 Jan. 
Grinling Gibbons and the Art of 
Carving Work by the 17th-century 
woodcarven Ends 24 Jan. 

Picasso’s Ladies: Wendy Ramshaw 
Precious-metal jewellery. Mon 
1 2noon-5 ,45pm, Tue-Sun 
10am-5.45pm. ends 15 Feb. £5. 
cones £3, under 18/UB40/dls- 
abled/mems/4.30pni-5.45pm free 
(to museum). Cromwell Road. SW7 
(0171-938 8441) ® South 
Kensington. 


NEWPORT 

NEWPORT MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Out of Time: Yemen In- 
veiled Photographs by Charles and 
Patricia Aitiue. Mon-Thur 9.30am- 
5.30pm, Fri 9.30am-4.30pm. Sat 
9,30am-4pm, ends 21 Nov, free. 
John Frost Square (01 633-840064) 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Mai chair 
and the Oxford School John 
Baptist Malchair’s ideal visum of 
Oxford in the 19th-century. Tue-Sat 
1 0am -4pm. Sun 2 pm -4 pm, ends 
13 Dec. free. Beaumont Street 
(01865-278000) 


PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE Here CO 
Seay: Arts Council Collection 
Purchases of the 1 990s Contem- 
porary art inspired by domestkaty. 
Mon-Sat lOam-Bpm, Sun 6pm- 
8pm, ends 5 Dec free. Looe Street 
(01752-660060) 


SWANSEA 

SWANSEA MARITIME AND IN- 
DUSTRIAL MUSEUM TMeBnes: John 


flotsam and jetsam. Tue-Sun 6 Bank 
Hols 10am-5pm, ends 1 Jan. free. Mu- 
seum Square (01792-650351) 


OPERA 


ham Vide. Tonight 7.30pm. E5-E55. 
St. Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-632 
8300) ® Leicester Square. 


LONDON 

DULWICH PICTURE GALLERY 
Pieter de Hooch Painting *; by the 
mid-l7th century Tue-Sun & Bank 
Hols 1 1am-5pm. ends 1 5 Nov. £5, 
OAP/NLfS £2.50 (Fri £2 OAP/NUS 
£1). UB40/disab(ed/chikJ free, ind 
gallery col lection. College Road. 
SE21 (0181-693 5254) BR; West 
DuhftrtdVNorth Dulwich. 


DANCE 


NATIONAL GALLERY A College 
Collection: Paintings from Christ 
Church. Oxford Old Master 
painting* and drawings. Ends 29 
Nov. free. 

Mirror Image: Jonathan Miller on 
Reflection Mirrors and reflections 
in art from \bn Eyck to Helen Chad- 
wick. Ends 13 Dec. £5.50. cones 
£3.50, ind audio guide. 

Luca SignorcBi fa British Collections 
Drawings and paintings by the artist 
who i n fl u e n ced Raphael and Micbelan- 
gelo. Mon-Sat 10am-6pm (Wed to 
Spm). Sun 12noofv6pm. ends 31 Jan. 
free. Trafalgar Square, WC2 (0171- 
839 3321) ® Chiving Cross. 


CAMBRIDGE 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS THEATRE 
Richard Alston Dance Company: 
Triple Bill Programme includes 
Movements from Petrushka, Red 
Run and Waltzes in Disorder. 
Tonight 7.45pm. £S-£1 5. Sc Edwards 
Passage (01223-503333) 


LONDON 

THE BRTTTSH LIBRARY Dance Um- 
brella: Hie British Library Project 
Stephan Koplowitz choreographs a 


large scale performance inspired 
by the architecture of Sir Conn St 


by the architecture of Sir Conn St 
John Wilson. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£12.50, cones E10. Euston Road, 
NW1 (0171-387 0031) ® Euston. 


SADLER’S WELLS Crusaid Bene- 
fit Performance: Rambert Dance 
Company Special seat prices for 
Cruel Garden available through 
Crusaid to benefit the charily Tonight 
Spm. £75-£1 25. Rosebery Avenue. 
EC1 (0171-833 3939) ® Angel. 


LITERATURE 


SOUTHWOLD 

WAYS WITH WORD5: CRAIG 
BROWN - POLITICS AND PARO- 
DIES Prolific journalist and parodist 
St Edmund’s Han Cumberland Road 
101 502-722389) Tonight 5pm. E6.50. 


SWANSEA 

POETRY: LEE HARWOOD, BILL 
GRIFFITHS AND HELEN MAC- 
DONALD Three very different Etr- 
uscan Books poets present their 
work. The Dylan Thomas Centre 
Somerset Place (01792-463993) 
Tbnight 7.30pm, £3.50. cones E3.50. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
BOOK 9GNING: FEUdY KENDAL 
The actress signs copies of White 
Cargo, about her Indian childhood 
Osaka's Royal Victoria Place (01 892- 
520325) Today 12.30pm. free. 


COMEDY 


LONDON 

STEVE COOGAN - THE MAN WHO 
THINKS HE’S IT AT LYCEUM THE- 
ATRE Alan Partridge, Paul and 
Pauline Calf, and the singing Por- 
tuguese Don Juan Ttany Ferrmo all 
make an appearance. Man-Sat 
7.45pm. £1 4.50-E25 plus booking 
fee. Wellington Street. WC2 (0171- 
656 1802) ® Charing Cross. 


FRIDAY NIGHT UP THE CREEK 
Boothby Graffoe, Steve Best, Dave 
Haddingham, MC John FhtheralL 
Tonight 8om. £1 0, cones £6. Creek 
Road. SE10 (0181-858 4581) 
BR: Greenwich. 


FRANK SKINNER AT RIVERSIDE 
STUDIOS The co-host of ftmftisu 
FbatixiE League in preparation for 
the new series of TheffonfcSfabiner 
Show. Tonight 10.30pm. £4. Crisp 
Road. WS [0181-237 1111) 

® Hammersmith. 


Clubs 


LONDON 

FRISKY AT THE MINISTRY OF 
SOUND Starring Jon Pleased Wim- 
min. Jazzy M. Mr C and Heaven. 
Tbnight 1 0 J0pm-6am, Gaunt Street. 

* Murin' 8 6528 ) -G Elephant 
6 Castle, £10. mems £6. 


PEACH AT CAMDEN PALACE 
Graham Gold, Darren Pearce 
and Dave Lambert spin par ty 
tmuseif garage. Tonight lOpm^kam, 
Camden High Street, NWi 

£10. mems £7, £7 before 1 1pm, 


Events 


BRISTOL 

ST GEORGE'S BRANDON HILL 
Olaf Bar Schubert’s Die scheme 
MuUerin Grom the baritone. Tonight 
7.30pm. E6-E15. Brandon Hill 
(0117-923 0359) 


LONDON 

ST JOHN’S. SMITH SQUARE Opera 
Gala in Aid of the Emmy Des tin n 
Foundation Sots and duels from das- 
sie operas. Tonight 7.30pm. £8-£20. 
Smith 5quare. SWI (0171-222 
1061) ® Westminster 


CARDIFF 

THE SCI-FILES - SCIENCE FACT 
AND FICTION WEEKEND Weekend 
of talks, workshops and shows ded- 
icated to the science of science fic- 
tion. With panel discussion, new 
Black Holes and Red Dwarves show 
in the Planetarium and workshopL 
Techniques t Stuart Street (01222- 
475475) Frl 7pm. Sar l2pm-9pm. 
Sun l2pm-5pm. £10. cones £8.50, 
book in advance. 


WtGMORE HALL Max Levinson 
Recital by the Dublin Piano Com- 
peben prizewinner Tonight 7.30pm. 
£5-£T1. Wigmore Street. WI (0171- 
935 2141) ® Bond Streer. 


LONDON 

COUNTRY LIVING CHRISTMAS 
FAIR Including presents, stocking 
fillers, decorations, food and drink. 
Business Design Centre Upper 
Streer N1 (0171-359 3535) ® An- 
gel. Wed-Sat 10am- 6. 30pm, Sun 
10am-4pm. ends 15 Now E10, 
cones £7.50. 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM Madam But- 


terfly ENO's popular staging of 
Puccini originally directed by Gra- 


ZIPPO’S CIRCUS 1998 All-new 
circus production with cast from 
Britain, ttalv. France. Mongolia. 
Morocco and Russia. Central Park 
High Street South. East Ham E6 
(07050-1 21 416)® East Ham. Tue 
7.30pm, Wed-Sat 2pm (Sat only) 
5pm & 7.30pm. Sun 1 1am fi 2pm. 
ends 15 Nov. E5.50-E10. child 
E3.50-E8. opening night all seats 
£2 99. 


ST PETER’S CHURCH KENSING- 
TON Macbeth Concert rendition of 
Verdi's opera with piano accompa- 
niment fiy Opera Integra. Tonight 
7.30pm. £8. cones £6. Kensington 
Pbrk Road. W11 (0181-743 3731). 
® Ladbroke Grove. 


Music 

POP 


BRIGHTON 

DEL AMITRI Scottish rockers tour 
the greatest hits album. Hatful of 
Rain. The Dome Church Street 
(01273-709709) Tonight 7.30pm. 
El 3.50. 


CARDIFF 

TOM JONES The charismatic 
Welshman still woos the ladies, belt- 
ing out the hits in a more contem- 
porary groove. Cardiff International 
Arena Mary Ann Street, Butetown 
(01222-224488) Tonight 8pm, 
phone for prices. 


LONDON 

THE BLUETONES. JACK West coast 
and the Stone Roses blueprint, 
continuing their comeback with the 
current album. Return to the Last 
Chance Saloon. The Forum Highgate 
Road NWS (0171-344 0044) BR/® 
Kentish Town. Tonight & 14 Nov, 
7pm. £12.50. 


LIONEL RICHIE Superstar soul 
singer returns to tour Europe for the 
first time since 1987. Wembley 
Arena Empire Way, Wembley (0181- 
902 0902) ® Wembley Park. Tonight 
& 14 Nov. 7pm , E25-E40. 


PORTSMOUTH 

BILLY BRAGG AND THE BLOKES, 
ELIZA CARTHY BAND. HEFNER 
Essex Socialism meets dusthowi 
Communism, with Bragg weaving 
new songs from the Woody Guthrie 
archive. Pyramids Centre Clarence 
Parade (01705-799977) Tonight 
Bpm, £10. 


SWANSEA 

RACHEL STAMP Welsh glam-rock 
quartet whose popularity belies 
their unsigned status. Zones, Grand 
Hotel High Street (01 792-652042} 
Tonight 8pm, phone for prices. 


Music 

JAZZ, WORLD, FOLK 


BASINGSTOKE 

BUDDY GRECO Witty old school 
crooner and his big band. The Anvil 
Churchill Way (01256-844244)' 
Tonight 7.45pm, £12.50. cones 
£10 50. 


CAMBRIDGE 

JOHN MCLAUGHLIN Seminal farion 
guitarist with his new prqject The 
Heart of Things. Com Exchange 
Wheeler Street (01223-357851) 
Tonight 7.30pm, £20, cones £15. 


LONDON 

MARTIN CARTHY Legendary British 
folk troubadour fitting his first solo 
album in a decade in-between an 
those other projects. The Weavers 
Arms Newington Green Road N1 
(0171-226 691 1 ) ® Highbury & Is- 
lington. Tonight 8.30pm, £5. 


JOSHUA REDMAN BAND. lOE LD- 
VANO TRIO High profile US stem- 
phone double bffl. Barbican Centre SBk 
Street EC2 (0171-638 4141) 
® Barbican, fonight 7.30pm. E10-E20. 


ERNEST RANGUN/JA2Z JAMAICA 
Ska meets jazz, with the assistance 
of veteran reggae guitarist. Black- 
heath Halls Lee Road SE3 (0181- 
463 0100) BR: Blackheath. Tonight 
8.30pm, £12.50. cones £10. 


HARLEM GOSPEL SINGERS 
Sanctified soul from international 
choral ensemble. Peacock Thoaw 
Tottenham Street WI -(01 71 -863- 
8222) ® Goodge Street. Tonight 
8pm. E7.50-E27.50. 


TOMMY SMITH GROUP Scottish 
Blue Note tenorist presents his US 
quartet Pizza Express Jazz Club 
Dean Street WI (0171-439 8722) 
® Tottenham Court Road. TfcnlgW 
7.30pm & 10.30pm. £15. ' 


NGUYEN-LE Efectro- fiisinrt guitarist 

celebrating his native Vietnamese 
tradition. Purcell Room South Bank 
SEl (0171-960 4243) 
Waterloo. Tonight 7.30pm. £10- 
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. RADIO 1 

(97.6- 99£ MHz FM ) 

6- 30 Zoe Ball MO Stmon Maya 
12410 Jo WhDey. 24)0 Mark Rad- 
diffa 44)0 Chris Moyles. 5.45 
Newsbeat 64)0 Pete Tong’s Es- 
sential Selection. 94)0 Judge 
Jules. 11.00 Westwood - Radio 1 
Rap Show. 24M) Fabto and 
Grooverlder. 44)0-74)0 Emma B. 
RADIO 2 
(88-902MHZ FM ) 

64)0 Alex Lester. 74*0 Wake Up 
to Wogan 9.30 Ken Bruce. 

124)0 Jimmy Young 24)0 Ed 
Stewart Entertainment news, a 
Brain Buster, the Friday final of the 
Accumulator Quiz and regular 
travel updates. 54)5 Des Lynam. 
74)0 Hubert Gregg 7.30 Friday 
Night Is Music Night Live from the 
Hippodrome, Golders Green, Lon- 
don. Richard Baker Introduces the 
BBC Concert Orchestra, conduct- 
ed by Barry Wordsworth, with 
guest artists Anna Maria Kauf- 
mann, Adrian Martin and Gheo- 
rghe Zarrrffr on the pan pipes. At 
&15ii during the interval Leonard 
Pearcey introduces an item by the 
Radio 2 Young Musician 1993, vio- 
linist Kahae Han. 945 Wuthering 
Heights. 9.30 Listen to the Band. 
104M) David Jacobs. 10.30 
Sheridan Morley. 12.00 Lynn Par- 
sons. 44)0 - 6.00 Jackie Bird. 
RADIO 3 
(902-92AMHZ FM } 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 Masts rworks. 

1040 Artist of the Week. 

114)0 Sound Stories. See Pick of 
the Day. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Debussy. 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert. (R) 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 

44)0 Music Restored. 

4.45 Music Machine. 

54)0 In Tuna 

7.30 Performance on a More 
from the London Symphony Or- 
chestral Shostakovich retrospec- 
tive, conducted by Mstislav 
Rostropovich. Mstislav Ros- 
tropovich (cello), London Sympho- 
ny Orchestra/Ryusuke Numajiri 
and Mstislav Rostropovich. 
Shostakovich: Cello Concerto No 
t; Symphony No 11 (The Year 
1905). 


PICK OF THE Day 


DAVID MUNROW was a talented 
musician and talkec who virtually 
invented the field of early music 
so far as the pubtic was concerned 
- Some of his recording with the 
Early Music Consort of London 
remain classics, while his music 
programme Pied Piper on Radio 
3, infected people of all ages with 
his enthusiasm for music. His life 
is the subject of today’s Sound 
Stories (Ham R3>, this week 


concentrating on m usicians who 
died young - Munrow qualified by 
killing himself at the age of 33. 
Spin-doctoring has now become 
acceptable enough to get its own 
panel game: True Lies (640pm 
R4) has David Aaronovitch 
(right) inviting guests to translate 
the week’s news, launch their own 
damage limitation exercises and 
explain buzzwords. 

ROBERT HANKS 



- 9-20 Postscript David Gale talks 
to five leading thinkers about their 
own radical vision of the future 5: 
Taken to hanging himself from 
meal hooks and wiring his body 
to a computer which manipulates 
his limbs, Stelarc sees himself as 
*a body artist working in the digital 
medium'. He beReves that the hu- 
man body is obsolete and should 
be replaced by robotic, prosthetic 
equivalents. 

9-45 Reynaldo Hahn, Fetes 
galantes; Nocturne; Mai; L'Heure 
axquise; Offrande; Si mes vers 
avaient des ailes. Susan Graham 
(mezzo), Roger Vignoles (piano). 
10.00 Magnus Undberg Compos- 
er Portrait Anthony Burton pre- 
sents the second of two BBC 
Symphony Orchestra Composer 
Portraits'. This programme cele- 
brates the vibrant music of the 
Finnish composer Magnus Lind- 
berg, conducted by his compatriot 
Jukka-Pekka Sarasta Featured 
works are ‘Corrente II', ‘Arena*. 
.‘Marea* and 'Ferea'. 

11430 Mississippi Goddam. 

124)0 Composer of the Wteek: 
Monteverdi (R) 

14)0 - 64)0 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92.4-94.6MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

94)0 NEWS; Desert Island Discs. 
946 Serial: Memoirs of an In- 
fantry Officer. 

10.00 NEWS; Womanfe Hour. 
114)0 NEWS; Flying Starts. (R) 
1150 Girlies. (R) 

124)0 NEWS; You and Yours. 


12.57 Weather. 

14)0 The Wbrld at One 
1.30 Screen Test 
24)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: In Singapore. 

3.00 NEWS: Making History. 

350 Dedicated to.. 

3.45 Feedback. 

44)0 NEWS; Open Book. 

450 The Message. 

5.00 PM. 

5.57 Wieather. 

64)0 Six OCIock News. 

650 True Lies. See Pick of the 
Day. 

74)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. FrartCHie Stock 
chairs the nightly arts programme. 

7.45 StIH Waters. By Sergio Cascl 
Kate Taylor runs a magazine that 
draws its stories from the ancient 
mysteries of the Scottish border 

hi Us. But Kate also has a personal 
mystery to solve - why did her 
husband. Peter, disappear seven 
years ago? With Ann Scott-Jones 
and Emma Currie Director Patrick 
Rayner. Part 5. 

8.00 NEWS; Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dimbleby Is joined in 
Wickham, Hampshire, by panelists 
including Lord Jenkinson and La- 
dy Turru'n. 

8.45 Letter from America. ARstair 
Cooke with another slice of Ameri- 
cana. 

9.00 NEWS; The Friday Play: 
Mother Teresa rn Kflbum. By John 
Dove A chance encounter leads 
Kate to Mother Teresab shelter for 
the homeless in Kilbum - and to 
Jack and Peter. With Isabel PoUea 
Leena Dhingra, Lesley Vickerage 


and Trevor Martin Director 
Michael Crompton. 

104)0 The World Tonight 
1CL45 Book at Bedtime: Le 
Grand Meaulnes. Philip Franks 
reads Alain- Fournier's classic sto- 
ry, abridged by Doreen Estall 
(5/10). 

11.00 Late Tackle. Eleanor 01- 
droyd hosts another edition of the 
late-night sports chat show. Rugby 
union is one of the sports dis- 
cussed tonight as England begin 
their qualifying campaign for the 
1999 World Cup. 

1150 Notes from the Ditch. 

124)0 News. 

1251) The Late Book: News of a 
Kidnapping 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
14K) As World Service 
5.30 World News. 

555 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5417 Leisure Update. 

556 - 6.00 Weather. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz ) 

945 - 104)0 An Act of Worship. 
124)0 - 124)4 News; Shipping 
Forecast 554 • 5-57 Shipping 
Forecast 1150550 Parliament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
{693, 909kHz MW ) 

650 Breakfast 

9.00 Mcky Campbell 
1250 The Midday News. 

150 Ruscoe and Co. 

450 Drive. 

7.00 News Extra. 

750 Alan Greerts Sports night. 


Alan is joined by guests m the stu 
dio to talk over the main sporting 
points of the week and also look 
ahead to the weekends action, m 
eluding the rugby union and rugby 
league International fixtures 
1050 Late Night Live. Insight and 
comment on the day's big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Including Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport TUOO News. 
11.15 The Financial Wbrki Tonight 
14)0 Up AD Night 
5JJO - 650 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(1000-1019MHZ FM ) 

650 Nick Bailey. 850 Henry 
Kelly. 1250 Requests. 250 Con 
certa 350 Jamie Crick. 650 
News night 750 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 950 Evening Concert 
Salieri: Plano Concerto in B flat 
Pietro Spada, Philharmonia. Tr- 
uscott Elegy for String Orchestra. 
National Symphony Orchestra of 
Ireland/Gary Brain. Lully: Dies Irae. 
Donna Brown (soprano), Choir 
and Orchestra of the Chapefle 
Royale/Phiiippe Herrewegha 
Granados: Violin Sonata. Joaquin 
Palomares (violin), Michel Wage- 
mans (piano). Aikan: Sonatina 
Bernard Ringeissen (piano). 

Delius: Paris (The Song of a Great 
City). RPO/Norman Del Mar. 114)0 
Alan Mann. 250 Concerta 3.00 
- 6.00 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 TS7-t26QkHz MW 1058MHz FM 
650 Chris Evans. 950 Russ 
Wiliams. 1.00 Nick Abbot 44)0 
Bobby Main. 750 Wheels of 
SteeL 1150 Janey Lee Grace. 
250 - 64)0 Richard WbsL 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW ) 

150 Newsdesk. 150 To Be Con- 
tinued. 1415 Poems by Post 
250 Newsday. 250 People and 
Politics. 34M) World News. 355 
World Business Report 345 
Sports Roundup. 350 Science in 
Action. 450 Newsdesk. 4.30 
Weekend. 5.00 Newsday. 550 
Outlook. 555 - 6.00 Spotlight 
TALK RADIO 
750 BiH Overton and Kirsty 
Young 950 Scott Chisholm. 

1150 Lorraine Kelly. 14)0 Anna 
Raeburn. 3.00 Tommy Boyd 
550 Peter Deeley. 750 Nick Ab- 
bot 104)0 Itike Aden. 250 - 
650 Mike Dickin. 


■y 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


SKYPRE1UER 

64H) Karate Kid II (©86) (99936) 84)0 
Thai Thhg Kbu Do! (1996) ($7394). 104)0 
Swifchrig Channels (1988) (10619)- 124)0 
Karate Kfaj H (1986) (33145)- 24)0 King 
Ralph (©91) (82D42) 4J0O Switching 
Channels (688) (6662). 84)0 Whatihe 
Deaf Man Heard (1997) (55706). 64K) 

That Thing You Do! (1996) (54023). 10.00 
DonrUe Brasco (1997) (73906067). 124)5 
Courage under Fire (1996) (719627). 24)5 
Coldblooded (1995) (567608). 340 - 
aoo Screamers (1995) (63710646). 

SKY MOVIEMAX 
CLOO Battle for the Planet of the Apes 
(1973) (73482). 750 White Dwarf (1995) 
(54350232). 945 No More Baths! (1997) 
(53236077). HjOO Biry Me in Magara 
(©92) (70868). LOO Battle tor Ihe Planet 
of the Apes (1973) (30232) 34)0 White 
‘jl Dwarf (©95) (43329). 54H) No More 
ll Baths! (©97) (31619) 74)0 pirevtew (5315). 
7.30 UKTopTbn (1023). LOO Femmes ' 
Fatales ©3©)- 850 Cheedi and ChongS 
The Corsican Brothers (©84) (88597). 
10JD0 Bdtetproof (©96) (4809961) tL25 
Twin Town (1997) (974400) 155 The 
Krays (©9(9 (744612) 3jQ5 - 650 See 
No Evil, Hear No Ev3 (©88) (36504801) 

SKY CINEMA 

450 Gurtga Din* (©39) (1626461) 650 
The Naked Runner (©67) (8560348) 

650 I Waft the Line (1970) (8469665) 
1050 Days of Glory* (1944) (9232961) 
H30 Marathon Man (©76) ( 7744940 0) 
135 Pony Express (1953) (B337876) 
350-4-55 Top Hat* (S35) (9558820) 


PICK OF THE Day 


050 Short Attention Span Cinema 
(7404226) 750 Itfc Only a Game 
(B880077) 850 Fever Pitch (©96) 
(3830752) See Pick of the Day. 1050 
Matador (©86) (8628481) 1155 Last Se- 
duction (1994) (6879226) 150 Cronos 
(092) (3832004) 250 Near Dark (©87) 
(6883801) 450 ■ 650 Crystal Voyager 
(I9W) (3923820) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

4410 Rex Hurts Ftehtog Wfarid ©685481) 
450 Wheel Nute (9681685) 550 First 
FSrfTts (3141752) 550 Ancient Warriors 
(9778145) 650 Animal Doctor (9775058) 
650 Orcas: KHers I Have Known 
(8614226) 750 Beyond 2000 (9B82394) 
850 The Best of Discovery: The Mo sqd- 
to Story (9915042) 950 CrococSe Hunter 
©008706) 10410 The Great Egyptians 
©905665) tlOO The Century of warfare 
(7566110) 1250 Real Lives (B177086) 


COLIN FIRTH’S emergence in 
wet breeches from a lake in 
Pride and Prejudice created an 
outbreak of “Darcymama" and 
propelled him into the stellar 
league. In Fever Pitch (Spm 
FDmFbur) he stars as a teacher 
whose affair with a colleague 
(Ruth Gemmell, right ) does 
little to dampen his ardour for 
Arsenal Fbotball Club. Although 
only loosely based on his best- 
seller; Nick Hornby’s script does 
capture that sense of complete. 


too First Fights (2073086) *-30 Wheal 
Nute (7436627) 250 Ctoaa 

SKY ONE 

750 The Simpsons (70110) 750 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (84961) 

850 Holywood Squares (91042) 850 
Gdltyf (264©) 1050 Salty Jessy 
Raphael (58329) 11.00 The Oprah Win- 
frey Show (75666) 1250 The Chris 
Brans Breakfast Show (1305394) 1255 
The Special K Coflection (36565313) 100 
Days oT Our Lives ©73005©- 155 The 
Special K Co lection (65003077) 250 
Sally Jessy Raphael ( 83266 ©) 255 The 
Special K Colection (4068706) 350 Jen- 
ny Jones (9658969) 355 The Special K 
CoSectton (2989684) 4.00 Gufltyl (TBW) 
550 Star Trek: Deep Space Mne (4868) 
650 Married with CHkJren (968^. 650 
Friends (9941) 100 The Simpsons 
(5507) 750 The Simpsons (6955) 850 
The Simpsons (7145) 850 The Simp- 
sons (3752) 950 WaflteC Texas Ranger 
(43961) 1050 Cops (76787) 1050 
Cops (85435) 1150 Friends (12503) 
H50 Star Trek: Deep Space Mne 
(69313) 1250 Renegade (60207) 150 - 
7410 long Play (4315337) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

650 Futures in Sport (80023) 750 Sky 
Sports Centra (75BB38) W5 World 
Wresting Federation Siperetars (t287S2) 
845 Sky Sports Centre (8462684) 850 
Rachg News (33139) 050 Aerobics - Oz 
Style (20619) 9-30 Spanish Footbal 


one-eyed obsession which is such 
a winning feature of the hook 
and made it appeal to women as 
much as men. These days you can 
hanSy move for the 1970s revivals 
- the cinema (Boogie Nights) 
and theatre (Saturday Night 
Fever) are full of it Bhns of the 
new movie, Velvet Goldmine, 
might want to get out their 
glitter-boots and watch tonight’s 
Greatest Hits (lam VH-1) which 
focuses on glam rock. 

JAMES RAMPTON 


(86990) 1150 Motor Sport: Champion of 
Ihe Future (72955) 1250 Aerobics - Oz 
Style (37955) 1250 Foottrafl League Re- 
view (75856) 150 What a Wbekend 
(42329) 250 Formula Three Racing 
(1313) 250 Watersports Wbrid (B9706) 
350 The Rugby Club (34TKJ) 450 Trans 
World Sport (©232) 550 What a Week- 
end (2346) 650 Sky Sports Centre 
(51077) 750 Speedway Grand nix 98 
Season (685416) 950 GUette World 
Sport Special (50394). 1050 Sky Sports 
Centre (86690) 1150 Hold the Back 
Page (29400) 1250 Sky SportB Centre 
(99172) 14)0 WtestSng Federation Raw 
(42337) 350 - 6410 Faotbal (5533443) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7410 Aerobics - Oz Style (8608597) 750 
Sky Sports Centre (7018233) 7.45 Rac- 
ing News (6358348) 645 Formula Three 
Racing (4752145) 8-45 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre 0©46©) 94)0 Tight Lines (2910058) 
104)0 Ice Hockey (110077) 1250 Tire 
Rugby Club (2977228) 150 FUtbol 
Mundal (79TtH5) 24)0 Rebel TV 
(4853771) 250 Motor Sport Champion 
of the Future (B46423Z) 34H) k» Hockey 
(7560461) 550. Inside ihe Senior PGA 
■four (8475348) 64)0 WBd Spirits 
(8485961) 650 H20 Hoya Roux! the Is- 
land Race (8383313) 74)0 FOottKti 
(8836018) 104)0 W8d Spirits (4186323) 
1050 H20 Hoya Round the island Race 
(4195077) 114)0 Waterepom world 
(8780145) 124)0 Max Power (8535656) 

1490 Hold the Back Page (2845356) 



24M9 Speedway Grand Rrtx 98 Season 
Review (P2H606) 450 Glette World 
Sport Special (8437627) 54)0 - 64M) 
Sky SportS Centra (7166578) 

SKY SPORTS 3 
1150 Futures in Sport (53689752) 
1250 Trans World Sport (63155856) 
14)0 Tight Lines (57850464) 250 Bob- 
by Charlton's Football Scrapbook 
(5107B400) 350 Rebel TV (52705706) 
4410 Motor Sport Champion of the Fu- 
ture (52611313) 450 Formula Three 
Racing (52617597) 550 H20 Hoya 
Round the Island Race (77055481) 550 
Grltette Wbrld Sport Special (52704077) 
64)0 Max Power (98406508) 74M) 
Rebel TV (7714814$) 750 Inside the 
Senior PGA "four (52618226) 850 
GUette Wbrld Sport Special (77051665) 
850 H20 Hoya Rotted the Island Race 
(77063400) 9.00 Max Power 
(21396077) 1050 Wbrld Wrestling Fed- 
eration Raw (53699136) 1250 Close. 

EUROSPORT 

750 Fun Sports (34955) 850 Bob- 
sleigh (29936) 850 Luge (24435) 9.00 
WWghtfiftteg (89348) 1150 Snowboard- 
teg (78413}. 124)0 Tennis (34961) 150 
Weightlifting (2351313) 2.45 Tennis 
(3828503) 350 WeightSfting (47400) 
*50 Tennis (42955) 750 WB&itUfting 
(89787) 8-00 Boxing (98435) 9410 
Supercross (95394) noo xtrem 
Sports: Yea Action (21868) 1250 Xtrem 
Sports (35801) 1250 Close. 


LHC GOLD 

74)0 Crossroads (7682348) 750 Neigh- 
bours (859509) 755 EastEndeiS 
(3597961) 850 The Bi (670 0752) 64)0 
The BB (6897232)650 Bergerac 
(3506042) 1050 Angels (6893416) 
H4K) Dates (56634©) 1L55 Neigh- 
bours (35636665) 1255 EastEnders 
(2956058) 14)0 JUtet Bravo (2615110) 
250 Dates (7124085) 255 The B6 
(1706435) 355 The BI {6110752) 355 
Bergerac (6180418) 455 EastEnders 
(4418226) 550 Angels (9770503) G50 
Due South (2708074) 750 Last of the 
Summer Wine (3119058) 750 It Ain't Half 
Hot Mum (2058077) 850 Open Afl 
Hours (5303348) 94)0 Men Behaving 
Badfy ©263684) 950 Auf Wiederaehen, 
Pet (3396T706) 1055 Whatever Hap- 
pened to the Likely Lads? (6141868) 

1155 The Bi (4577394) 1155 The B8 
(3152936) 1255 Dr Who Omnibus* 
(67108424) 35-75 Stropping (3977004) 
LIVING 

650 Tmy Living (2041348) 9-00 The 
Rosaame Show (6364145) 950 The Jer- 
ry Springer Show (8042961) 1050 
Michael Cole (8954329) 1150 The Heat 
is On (4463077) 124)0 Living Issues 
(9563435) 1250 Rescue Em (6301905) 
14)0 Beyond Belief: Fact or Fiction 
(1753872). 150 Ready Steady Cook 
(4175597) 255 Roktoda (3499597) 255 
Living It Upf (8106348) 355 The Jerry 
Springer Show (3753955) 455 Tampectt 
(6213890) 555 Cant Cook, Wont Cook 
(7523428) 040 ThB Jerry Springer Show 
(3771684) 750 Rescue 9H (1718416) 

750 Beyond Befief (©92085) 850 
AdrenaSn Junkies (B5896©) 950 Flint: 
Colour Me Perfect (1996) (8562706) 

«4» Sex Zone (3357351) 1250 Closa 
TMT 

94K) WCW Mtro on TNT (7090«36) 
1155 WCW Thunder £8605226) U5 
The Liquidator (©66) (90747795) 350- 
550 Nght Must Fafl* (©64) (60613646) 


74)0 Clueless (3771) 750 Desmonds 
(400) B4» Roseame (26©) 850 Just 
Shoot Me (8226) 94>0 Elen (55232) 950 
SeWeld (58936) 104)0 FBnu This b 
Spinal Thp (1984) (820435) 1L45 Lancelot 
Link Secret Chimp (266232) 1250 The 
Late Show with David Letterman (97714) 
14M) Sledge Hammer (17©3) 150 The 
Critic (6B©1) 24H) Dr Katz (18443) 250 
Soap (37578) 34X1 GfriE on Top (37917) 
350 Mghtstand (11530) 44)0 Close. 


kfctonal television Variations 



BSC1 N IRELAND ^ 

As BBC1 London excfpfca ff 
Newskie 630 m- £2? n 

Need Moments gfezafr ” 
field (152435) tUO Flm: Cormtando 
(831987) 125S The Stend- Up Sgw 
(604097)14)5 Flm: Excesave Fbroe 
(7287269) 25S P»rflfZ4 

BBC1 SCOTLAND .„ 9K 

AM BBC1 

1255 

LlflU ICTWCW' l iMMe-wi ' 

An T-Ofamh Sefleesdar 

News (09) 650 Hr-- 
Whether (SB) 84)0. — r 
1055 Friday SportKWte 
Fin: Cornmartdo_g3«£J 
Stand-Up Show 
Excessive Force,. _ 

News 34 (SM69C8S) 

BBC1 WALES 

i t£!i3rK»r , gs. w . 

(54578) 1255 Fan: Exces^verorce 
5687240) 230 News 34 £14«627)- 

ANOLU _ 

Aa Caritea «««* 1250 

News end Weather 


Second ^0143) 150 Home aid Away 

E7033435) L5S The Jerry Springer 

Show (3669313) 255 A Splash of Cokxx 
(5038313). 540 Shorttaid 

1 News; 

1 News 


ITOCHUO* I - 

£5o Homs and Away (70170^655 An- 
gte News (BS400) 1050 ITN N 
Wither (58313) 


64)0 


Mum (75(B) 
J7145) 1055 
. 1250 The 
1250 Fflm: 
243 BBC 


As 

Itetes Today (619 
masked (S27T45) 


«e52M. 1L30 The Jany^^^Show 

h53l39)1240 Soundtrax (16^373) 
SS^Wtate TV (75SS5585. 1255 God* 
Gift (1693©1) 

[7348849) 250 The Haurted Rshtenk 
(S 6 C 1 S 30 ) 340 Flm: Keomfl P6624C0 
Soffv Nlghtsoreen (73tl6«) 

ES&sssp— 

Central 

8 »iO 0 ) 1050 Cen- 
SrS&ftlJLM 

350 JoofkKler 
(38BBWJ) 


Home and Away (82868) 24M The Jen^ 
S^sringer Show (©49431) 250 Artmal 
Country (3452690) 540 A Country Prac- 
tice (4852H6) 84)0 Home and Away 
(761706) 655 WUbs Tonight (819400) ' 
U4K) News: WOather (Sffi®. 1050 
HTVNews (965226) 1150 The Jeny 
Springer Shew (BSQS). tZtJO Soundtrax 
(605379) 1255 Pirate TV (7585569) 
1255 Gocfs Gift (1693191) 155 CSubaVf- 
sion (7218848) 250 The Haunted Fbh- 
tar* (BBOt530i 340 Fflm: Keoms 
(966349) 450 ITV Nighbcreen (731164^ 
HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 250 Rotative 
Knowledge (8452690) 655 HTV West 
Waather p©6H) 650 The Utast (787) 


Home and 
News and ... 
traj News and 
Nash Bridges 
(381801) 550 Asian 
HTV WALES 
As Cailton 


except 1045 TThfa MgTF 
C45 HTV News (3797139) 
Street (20146) 150 


As Carlton meant: «45ThtaMom- 
Ing &9S43S) 14M> Shorttand Street 
(20145) 150 Home and Amy 
P7D35W35) iSSTheJerTySprrner 
Show (3669313) 255 Crafts Feopto 
©03831^. 540 Home and Away 
(4853416) 557 The Listings (331461) 
3-40 News; Weather (202139) S4M> 
Merkfan Tbnight (644©) 1050 Merkfan 
News and Vtoether (965226) 1150 The 
Jeny Springer Show (1531361 1240 
Soundtrax (1505379) 12.25 Pirate TV 


(7585659) 1255 Gocfs Gift (1G93©1) 
155 CJuoaVlsion (7248849) 250 The 
Haunted Fishtank (S8015S0) 340 Flm: 
Keoma ©66340) <450 ITV NScWsaeen 
(1596056) 54M) Freescreert 0)004) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As Carlton except: 1045 THs Morn- 
ing (505435) 1245 WOstcountry News 
07STG9) 1257 ULmhations (9iees) 
14)0 One for the Gkte (20145) 250 
VWskxxtetry Update (3452690) 6410 
Weskxxtetry Uvs (644©) 104)0 News 
(583©) 1050 Wsstcountry News 
(965226) 1150 The Int e rnational Motor- 
cycle Show: aPUTig Power Special 
(74121)124)0 PWdmtiroFriit -the Mak- 
ing of -StfB Crazy' (7575172) 1253 Pirate 
TV (7585550. -B4W Godh Gift (W93191) 
155 CUMVStion (7248849) 250 The 
Haunted Fishtank (6601530) 340 FSm: 
Kaoma ©66240) 450 (TV Mghtscrean 
(1596B56) 54)0 hSghtSCreen (20004) 
YORKStflRE 

As Carlton except: 1045 This Mtxrv 
ing (595435) 1235 Calendar Nava end 
Weather (3797139) LOO Home and Away 
©9901435) 155 The Jeny Springer 
Stow (7268077) 240 Emmerdale 
(61849874) 250 Shcrtiand Street 
(2452690) 550 News; Weather (571771) 


553 Calendar (388435) 650 Toright 
(787) 1050 Calendar News and Weather 
(965226) 1130 Caprictia Travels (74121) 

TYKE TEES 

As YbrfcsMrs except: 1245 North 
East News (3797139) 555 North East 
Weather (434145) 6410 North East 
(64416) 1050 North East News (965226) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 'CLOO Girl on 
a Motorbto (20663972) 1250 Sesame 
Street (10454050) 14)0 Planed Plant TV 
Ffrrys a Tomos y TanC (£56839077) 450 
Mantel Wfliems (4333486S) 54M Planed 
Plam (B5399139) 550 Countdown 
(4342048) 54» Newyddon (4808©68) 
640 Hern (96678941) 7410 Pobd 
CWTTI (866302^ 755 Y CM* " 
(74485771) 84)0 Cefn Gwlad ( 

850 Newydeton (85470058) 9410 T6TO 
Naw (06869597) 104)0 Bnookade 
{150865®7) 1055 Friends (2206183J) 
tLOS Eiiotrash (90268684) 1155 Harry 
HU £83671955) 12415 TFI Friday 
(94^8998) ilri FWn: Stradht Out Of 
Brooklyn (39492B3) 155 Ry£x Cymm v 
De Africa (tt363i53) 245 Global Seats * 
Cuba (46557527) 345 The Prosecutor 
(154QSS38) 3^*5 Flm: Life Begfos at 
Forty* (20202004) Su05 Close 


Chess 

JON S PE ELMAN 


THE BATTLE far the £3,000 first prize 
in the Onyx Grand Prix took an un- 
expected turn this week, as it 
emerged that Leicester grand- 
master Mark Hebden is in the lead. 

The anomaly came to light when 
Grand Prix supremo Leonard Bar- 
den received the full crosstables of 
the British Rapidplay at Leeds, 
which showed that Hebden had 
played a stronger field than had 
been assumed. As a result. Hebden 
received an increased bonus, which 
leaves him on 190.6 out of a maxi- 
mum 200 and ahead of Keith Arkell 
on 190.2. Meanwhile, as mooted 
here a fortnight ago. Jim Haskett 
has also gained due to the correc- 
tion of an administrative error and 
moves up to 188.3. ahead of Aaron 
Sununerscale (177.4). Colin Crouch 
tl73i and John Shaw (165.2). 

There's plenty’ of time for more 
bloodshed though before high noon 
at Islington, in London, on the last 
weekend before Christmas. Arkell 
and Plaskett are both currently in 
battle in the seventh Monarch As- 
surance Open in the Isle of Man, 
whOe Hebden himself is here in An- 
dorra at the Western European 
Zonal. 

When I told Hebden, he was de- 
lighted to move into the lead with- 
out playing, but naturally sanguine 
about the race to the finish. In any* 
case, matters here are taking our foil 
attention as the pack bunches be- 
fore the dash to end up in the top six 
places. The leaders have been 
being very peaceable, particularly 

Tony Miles, who collapsed 
through trying too hard while well 
in the lead at the previous zonal 
threeyears ago in Linares, is there- 
fore, after his explosive start of 
three straight wins, taking it ex- 
tremely easy. 


Just below the top boards, how- 
ever, there has been some feruduus 
action, notably this splendid effort 

on Wednesday which propelled Lock 
van Wely into the leading group. 

With three rounds to go Miles. Co 
mas. Bauer and Van Wely lead an 
-1.5. 6, ahead of four players on 4 and 
a large group on 3.5 - including John 
Emms and mysell 

Van Wely, as Black found himself 
up against a manically sharp line of 
the Grunfeld, White playing for 
mate along llieHGle and leaving his 
centre to fend for ilsclt Vaisser’s 
critical error was to block his bish- 
op with !7.Nf4? for after I7...ef»' 
White had no attack and was quick 
ly slaughtered. 

Instead 17.14 was most critical; a 
move which Van Wely Iiad over- 
looked though in the post mortem 
he quickly flashed out 17...Nit; ^ 
18.Qxd3 B£5 when if 19.Qgo a4! 
20.Qh4 ReB is probably good for 
Black but M.QK looks better In pro 
pare Bd5 m reply to I9..^i4 - instead 

19.. .dxc3 20.Be3 ( not 20.g4? QtlJ' 
forcing the exchange of queens 1 

20.. .C2 21. Rcl Is very unclear 

White: Anatoly Vaisscr 
Black: Look Van Wely 
Andorra Zonal 1D98 
Grunfeld Defence 


l.d4 NIB 

l.lJiS cxd4 

2.c4g6 

14hxg6hxgt! 

3.Nc3d5 

15.Qd3 Nxe5 

4.cxd5 Nxd5 

16.Qg3 Bg4 

5.e4 Nxc3 

17.Nf4? eft! 

6.bxc3 Bg7 

18.Qh2 ReS 

7.Bb5+ c6 

19.(3 BIT) 

8.Ba4 0-0 

20.Qh7 + Kfo 

».Ne2b5 

21. g4? Nxf3+ 

lO.BbS a5 

22.KE5 Nga! 

H.e5c5 

23.Qh2 Be4 

I2.h4 Nc6 

White resigns 


Bridge 

ALAN HlRON 


IT SHOULD have been a simple 
exercise in communication play, 
but East took his eye off the ball, 
and, as a result. South made a dou- 
bled game that should have foiled. 

North opened One Club and 
Blast, not vulnerable, overcalled 
with One Diamond, not with any 
serious intentions, but to suggest a 
lead if South became declarer This 
seemed to have worked well when 
South bid 1NT; West passed and 
North raised to 3NT (there was lit- 
tle point in him bidding spades for 
with four South would not have 
chosen INT). 

When this came round to West 
he doubled to end the auction. The 
double was perhaps a little unwise, 
for it seemed North-South were 
short of points and might be rely- 
ing on a long club suit It should, 
however, have worked out well. 

West led 0 2 against 3 NT 
doubled, Blast won with his king and 
returned a low diamond. When 
South's nine brought the queen 
from West it was all over, With no 
entry to the king diamond in East’s 
hand, the defenders had to be con- 
tent with three diamond tricks and 
a heart 


North-South game; dealer North 
North | 

♦ A 10 7 6 
S’KIO 
04 

+AKJ764 
East 


West 
♦ K93 
S’ A 7 4 3 
0082 
+982 


♦ J 8 4 
ST9S62 
OAK 10 6 3 

*5 


South 

+05 2 
<5>QJ5 
0J9 75 
+Q 103 


In view of the total lack of 
outside entries to East's hand, the 
winning defence should not have 
been too difficult to find. East must 
play v 10 , not the king, on the open- 
ing lead. This would be correct 
even if West's diamonds were as 
good as Q 9 2. South may win with 
0 J but cannot run more than eight 
tricks. As soon as he Joses the lead, 
the defenders are in a position to 
take five tricks. 


Concise crossword 


No.3767 Friday 13 November 



ACROSS 

1 Savoury item wilh crusi (3) 
3 Grasp (5) 

7 Well-known IS) 

S Theatre box (4) 

9 Open, as arms (12) 

10 Scanty (6) 

12 Small and dainty (6) 

14 Financial insritirion (8,4) 

15 Arm or leg (4) 

19 Fish (S) 

20 German beer-mug (5) 

21 Idiot (3) 


DOWN 

Bird with splendid util (7) 
Decree (5) 

TVpe of doth (5) 

Unlawful (7) 

Bird of prey (5) 

Cold and bleak (6) 
Gruesome (7) 

12 Annoyed (3,3) 

13 Start of flight (4-3) 

15 Arranges for publication (5) 

16 Fire-raising (5) 

17 Aggressive behaviour (5) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 
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